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Emotional Meeting

Blasts Highway Bill

Bring In The Clowns!

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Emotions ran high and
tempers flared Monday
night as area residents
blasted a new highway bill
and expressed their

‘Being nice and quiet hasn’t gotten us

highways. Ithinkit’s time to this bill, they shafted
Northeast Mississippi---
stomp our feet and raise a little hell.’ deliberately,” said P.O.

THIS BILL CAME under
heavy attach Monday night.
“It's my gut feeling that
when the Legislature passed

Beard, an Iuka real estate

frustrations with the State

Highway Department at not

being able to build better

highways in Northeast
ississippi.

“Being nice and quiet
hasn’t gotten us highways,”
said Stewart Vail, chairman
.of the Prentiss County
Development Association’s
transportation committee.
“I think it is time to stomp
our feet and raise a little
hell. I'm ready.”

Vail’s remarks came
uaring a public hearing
called by Northern District
Highway Commissioner

Bobby Richardson.

The ‘meeting, held in
Hargett Hall at Northeast
Jlunior College, was aimed
at developing  criteria for
esstablishing road con-
sstruction priorities
sitatewide. This was one of
fiour such meetings held
dluring the past two weeks in
tthe northern district.

PASSED BY THE
Mississippi Legislature this
wear, House Bill 1383
rremoved the emphasis from
cconstruction of new roads in

the state and placed
stronger emphasis on
maintaining the state’s
present highway system.

Four basic criteria for
establishing a priority list
for highway maintenance
and construction are set out
in the bill. They are:

--Public necessity and
public safety;

--Present and future

economic benefit and
commercial values;
--Present and future

traffic census; and
—~Route continuity.

broker. ;

*“This bill is only a move to
put more power in the hands
of the Legislature and the
governor,”’ he said.
“They’re robbing the poor to
pay the rich.”

Rep. Jett Wilson of
Corinth concurred.
‘“‘South and Central

Mississippi have the high-
ways they need, and that'c
where the funds are going-
to maintain their roads,” he
said. “They've got twice the
need as we do because

(Continued on Page 2)
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THAT’'S SERVICE—In slightly windblown conditions,
Booneville’s Miss Hospitality Gay Armstrong left Tuesday
for Biloxi where she will compete in the state Miss
Hospitality Pageant scheduled for July 22-25. At left, Mayor

I\I_.‘.K{NG UP-—-Oneta Cole (rights, a’'deal oai aad
Angela Burcham demonstrate the finer points of clown’
make up during **The Circus”
ternoon at the Booneville Comniunity Center by the Junior
Auxiliary’s Children’s Workshop. The circus was the:’

presented Saturday af-

cunmination of fhe ¢pereccaisiog set building, and
costume making by the 47 workshop participants and
their JA sponsors. For more on the circus, please turn to

Page Al. ‘

(Photo by Ken Christian.)

1981-82 Budget Adopted

At a meeting on Tuesday
of last week, the board of
trustees of the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College
received assurances that
$2.5 million in bonds to build
Charles Crabb presents Gay a check and at right Gay and  two new dormitories on the
her mother, Doris, prepare for the trip to the coast in Gay’s campus will be purchased
Cutlass as Mayor Crabb fills up the tank. (Photo by Lee by the Farmers Home
Gentry.) Administration.

Thomas Keenum,,
chairman of the board off
trustees, said Tuesday
FmHA has assured the
college it will purchase the
bonds for the new dorms. He
indicated that final approvall
of the bond sale is expected
from the federal agency
possibly within 10 days.

For Area Farmers

Alcohol Fuel Workshop Planned At NEMJC

By KEN CHRISTIAN
- Editor

Remember the ‘‘good ole
days” when farmers grew
the food for the animals
which they used in working
their fields?

Well, it may not be long
before Prentiss County
farmers will be growing the
“food” for the tractors and
other equipment that have
replaced the horses and
mules of decades ago.

In fact, most local farmersi

are growing products now
that can be converted into
alcohol for use as fuel in
their gasoline-powered farm
machinery. All it takes is
knowing how to go about it.

And that's where a three-
day workshop next month at
Northeast Junior College
can lend a hand to local
farmers.

The workshop, to be held
August 12-14, is being co-
sponsored by the North
Mississippi Environmental
Consortium and the Ten-

nessee Valley Authority.
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College is furnishing
two labs for use during the
workshop,

Aimed at smaller farming
operations, such as the ones

related to alcohol fuel
production will be covered
during the sessions, but the
practical aspects of the
production process will be
emphasized.

in Prentiss County, this
workshop will offer farmers
“hands on” experience with
a mobile alcohol fuel plant--
the only one of its kind in the
United States.

According to Russ Allen,
project manager with TVA,
a wide range of topics

THE SESSIONS WILL
center around TVA’s 44-foot
mobile alcohol production
unit, which allows each step
of the process to be observed
close up-from the churning
and cooking of the raw

(Continued on Puge 2)

Farming Exhibit To Look To Future

In conjunction with the
three-day alcohol fuel
workshop, a “Farming for
the Future'’ agricultural
exhibit will be held from 9
a.m, until 4 p.m. Aug. 12 and
13 in the new Burgess
Activities Center on the
Northeast Junior College
campus.

Mrs. Hilda Hill, director of
the North Mississippi
Environmental Education
Consortium, said the ag;
expo and the alcohol fuel
workshop are being held at
Northeast because ‘‘we
recognize there is a problem

“Junior College,

for farmers, and we
recognize that farming is a
science.”

“The farmers need some
help from somewhere,” she
said. *‘We just hope we can
help them cut down their
costs.”

(Editor’'s note: The North
Mississippi Environmental
Education Consortium has
its offices at Northeast
Junior College and is
comprised of four member
institutions--Northeast
Itawamba
Junior College, Mississippi
State University, The

University of Mississippi-
and - four ex-officic mem-
bers--the Tennessee-To-
mbighee Waterway
Development Authority, the
Tombigbee River Valley
Water Management
District, the Tennessee
Valley Authority, and the
US. Army Corps of
Engineers, Nashville
Distriet.)

ONE OF THE exhibits
planned for the ag expo will
be a demonstration in the
use of dogs for herding. Dr.
Leroy Boyd of Mississippi

State University plans to
bring a herd of sheep and
some dogs to the Northeast
campus and show how to
train them, Ms. Hill said.
Another display will
feature an ultralight air-
plane from Baldwyn. Ms.
Hill said this type of craft is
‘‘perfect for surveying
crops.” It can cruise at 35
mph at 2,500 feet, she said.
Jim Floyd of Cluman,
Ala., also plans to present an
energy exhibit at Northeast
during the ag expo. Floyd,

(Continued on Page 2)

MAKING PLANS—Hilda Hill (left) and Dr. Eugene
Doran look over some of the textbooks and literature
which will be distributed to local farmers who participate
in the three-day alcohol fuel workshop scheduled in
August at Northeast Junior College.

Northeast was forced to
revise its budget for the
campus housing project
after a change in the state
law  which requires the
bonds to be repaid sooner
than anticipated by the
board.

The college originally
planned to repay the loan
over a 40-year period, but
state law now requires
repayment by the college for
such indebtedness in no
longer than 25 years.

After receiving final
approval of the FmHA
funds, the college board
plans to call a special
session to validate the bonds
and advertise for con-

struction bids, Keenum sgid.

Seven Now

In Raée For
Constable

One additional candidate
filed his petition this week to
run in the special election
for 5th District Constable,
bringing the total thus far to
seven.

Cleston McGaughy filed
his petition with Circuit
Clerk Travis Cox this week,
thus announcing his in-
tentions to run for the office
vacted by the election of the
former holder, Bobby
Lambert, as Booneville’s
chief of police.

The six candidates who
had filed previously are
Jimmy Dodds, J.R. Gray,
Tommy W. Smith, H.O.
Jourdar, Billy Basden and
Gerald Pace.

The special election will
be held Aug. 11. The
deadline to qualify as a
candidate is 5 p.m. Friday,
July 31.

NEMJC Bond Sale Expected

A 198182 BUDGET of $5.8
million, an increase of about
$800,000 over last year's
budget, was adopted at last
week's meeting of the
NEMJC board.

Harold White, president of
the college, said 69 percent
of the new budget will be
spent on salaries and fringe
benefits. Utility and in-
surance costs will consume
10 percent, instructional
supplies and transportation
will take 14 percent, and

(Continued on Page 2)

Community

Fund

The Prentiss County
Community Fund now
stands at 825,366, more
than three-quarters of the
way to the goal of $33,000.

$33,000 $33,000
$24,750 $24,750
$16,500 $16,500

$8,250 $8,250

$0







