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Public Hearing Set For Monday
'On Highway Priority Needs

A public

hearing imtended to give Highway

20, in Hargett Hall at the
Northeast Junior College.

He said the hearings are

scheduled for next Monday
night will give Prentiss
County residents a chance to
tell State Highway
Department officials what
they think are the most
pressing highway needs in
this area.

Monday’s hearing will be
part of a four-meeting series
being held this week and
next at different locations in
North Mississippi. They are

officials an idea of which
construction and main-
trenance projects residents
fieel should be given top
priority.

The results of these
earings could affect High-
way Department policy for
t.he next several years,
aiccording to Northern
District Highway Com-
missioner Bobby G.
Richardson.

being held so that Highway
officials can receive input
from a wide range of in-
dividuals as to how they
think highway funds should
be spent.

“] need input from the
public to assist us in for-
mulating th epolicy by which
we spend their money,”
Richardson said.

The local hearing will be
held at 7 p.m. Monday, July

IN BILOXI—Carla Bonds and her mother, Mrs. R.J. Bonds, are shown packing for this
week's trip to Biloxi where Carlia will represent Prentiss County in the 1981 Miss Mississippi
Pageant set for Saturday nightt. The pageant activities will be held throughout the week

““This is an opportunity for
the public to present their
views and opinions as to the
direction our highway
program will take for' the
next several years,”
Richardson said.

The 1981 session of the
Mississippi  Legislature
authroized the Highway
Commissioner to hold public
hearings to gain additional

information for policy
decisions or for setting
priorities for construction or
maintenance expenditures,
the Commissioner said.
Other meetings scheduled
in the Northern District
include one in West Point
last night and one in
Grenada tonight. The final
meeting is set for 7 p.m. next
Wednesday in the Coliseum
Exhibition Hall of Northwest
Junior College in Senatobia.

Two HousesLeveled
By Weekend Fires

Two houses were lost to
fires in Booneville over the
weekend, both on Saturday
night.

The first, a frame house
owned by Harold Stevens
and located just outside the
city limits on Old Marietta
Road, was reported to the
Booneville Fire Department
at 9:20 a.m. The house was
listed as a total lost, the
cause unknown.

The other fire occurred
early Sunday morning when
what some say was one of
the oldest houses in the city
burned to the ground.

Owned by Mrs. Elsie
Walker Smith, the three-
story frame structure on
Jefferson  Street was
reported as being on fire by
the Booneville Police

(Continued on Page 2)

Special Election
Draws Candidates

Competition in the special
election to be held next
month for the 5th District
constable post could get hot
and heavy,

Circuit Clerk Travis Cox
said Wednesday morning
that nine persons interested
in that election have picked

returned them for filing.

Those who have filed
petitions as candidates are
Jimmy Dodds, J.R. Gray,
Tommy W. Smith, H.O.
Jourdan, Billy Basden and
Gerald Pace.

The special election has
been set for Aug. 11. The

TOWERING INFERNO—This three-story house on Jefferson Street, vacant for several
vears, burned to the groumd early Sunday morning. Local firemen battled the blaze for
more than three hours but could do little more than keep it from spreading as flames had
already broken through the roof whenthe fire was reported about 1:15 a.m. The cause of the
blaze is not known. Owned by former city librarian Mrs. Elsie Walker Smith, the building
was said by some to be ome of the oldest houses in the city.

with the finals slated for Saturday. Carla and her mother left Sunday for their weeklong
stay. (Photo by Lee Gentry.)

r

up petitions from his office

and six have already (Continued on Page 2)

New Superintendent

Takes Over Reins

ALTHOUGH HE NAMED
specific long range plans for the
Booneville schools, he says he does
have some ideas in mind.

In addition to the work this summer
repairs
provements, Griffin is spending a
great deal of his time familiarizing
himself with the Booneville school

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Although he hasn’t been here quite
long enough to get firmly settled into
his new position as superintendent of on
the Booneville City Schools, Robert
Griffin is already predicting a good
school year for the upcoming 1981-82
term.

Griffin, a native of Nettleton, of-
ficially assumed the duties of
superintendent of the city schools on
July 1, the first anniversary of the
school system. He replacies Troy
Henderson, who resigned after one
year in that post.

Griffin comes to Booneville: from the
West Point school system where he
had served as superintendent since
1976. He was associated with the West
Point schools, both as a teachier and as
an administrator, for 19 yeairs.

building

system.

Not being totally familiar with some
things that have taken place in the
past, Griffin said it currently takes
him a little longer to decide what
should be done in some instances.

It has been so long since I changed
jobs--especially from one school’
system to another—that I had forgotten
what it was like,”” he said.

THE CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM will
face some new problems in the coming
(Continued on Page 2)
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In Releasing Prisoners

Local Woman To Head
Anti-Poverty Agency

A Booneville woman has
been chosen to head the
Northeast Mississippi
Community Action Agency,
an agency which serves the
poor in Alcorn, Prentiss amd
Tishomingo counties.

Mrs. Barbara Pike, 33,
was recently named
Executive Director of the
anti-poverty agency which .is
based in Corinth and has
offices in the three countie:s.

A graduate of Belmomt
High School, Mrs. Pikee
attended Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

Her previous employmemt
experience includes jobs ais
Plant Secretary at
American Seating Company
in Booneville, Plant
Secretary at Brown Shoe
Company in Booneville, and

The
ne-

Office Manager of
Banner-Independent
wspaper in Booneville.

Before assuming the
directorship of the Nor-
theast Mississippi Com-
munity Action Agency, Mrs.
Pike was an Administrative
Assistant with the agency, a
post she has held since
August 1980. She began
working with the agency as
Executive Secretary on Jan.
1, 1979.

Mrs. Pike is currently
serving as secretary-
treasurer of the Mississippi
Association of Community
Services Agencies.

She is married to Jerry
Pike of Booneville and is the
mother of two children,
Maria and Jeania.

MRS, BARBARA PIKE

Sheriff McCauley Says Courts Do Not Play Politics

By KEN CHRISTIAN
; Editor

Prentiss County Sheriff Jolhn McCauley says it is not
politics or favoritism on the part of judges that results in
suspended sentences for so many convicted criminals--it
is the oyvercrowding in the state’s penitentiary and in the
county jails. There's just no where to put them.

“The courts are doing what they can with the
prisoners,’” McCauley said earlier this week. "If the
people want to say it's politics that these people are being
turned out--they're bad wromg.”

The sheriff came to the defense of the courts system
following the June term o1 une Prentiss County Circuit
Court during which nine persons received prison sen-
tences, ail of which were suspended except two,

McCauley says the overcrowding in the state
-penitentiary at Parchman severely handicaps the judges
in sentencing prisoners. And, since there's not room for
them in the county jail, many are given suspended sen-
tences, ordered to pay restitution for their crimes, and
released on probation.

“Teople feel like we take 'em to court and the court just
turns them loose," the sheriff said. *'They were turned
loose, but everything was done that could be done with
them because of the jail and Parchman situation.”

McCAULEY SAID THAT, during the June session of
court, he was worried Judge Fred Wicker might start
giving jail sentences instead of prison sentences to the
convicted criminals--and he had no where to put them.

“The judge started suspending their prison sentences

and giving them a jail sentence,”” he said. “‘I have 12 beds.
in the county jail and at that time there were 14 prisoners:
in the jail and we had three in the city jail.”

He said he talked to Judge Wicker, but was still afraid
he might sentence the prisoners to terms in the county

jail.

“I called the Attorney General and he told me to write
the judge a letter about the situation and then, if he still
put them down here, it would be by court order and would
be the court’s responsibility.” the sheriff said.

By the time June court was over, "I got rid of two more
than I got back,” McCauley said. “That made my jail

exactly full.”

“I think the people are unjustified in criticizing the
courts,”’ McCauley said. *“Now the JP courts are a dif-

ferent matter.”

He admits that “we’ve got some (Justice Court Judges)
that are fair and impartial to everybedy,” but added that,
“there’s too much buddy-buddy stuff in the JP courts.”

THE OVERCROWDED conditions make it so difficult
on the Sheriff’s Department that “half the time we can't
legally lock up a drunk driver,” the sheriff said. In that
case, they see if the city jail has room for them.

“Idon’t imagine the city is going to have room for them
for a while,” he said in reference to new police chief
Bobby Lambert. I hear they arrested seven last night
(Saturday).”

Apparently criminals from other states know of the
situation here in Mississippi.

(Continued on Page 2)






