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Chances Are Slim For
Four-Laning Of U.S. 45

State  officials  told
Booneville Rotary Club
members Tuesday that
highway improvement: in
Northeast Mississippi is
severely handicapped by a
shortage of funds.

Chairman of the House
Highway Committee, John
Pennebaker, State Highway
Department Director John

Tabb, and Northern District
Highway Commissioner
Bobby Richardson each
spoke briefly at the meeting.

The state officials were
invited to Booneville by the
Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association to discuss
four-laning of Highway 45
through the area. They were
guests of Stewart Vail,

chairman of the PCDA
transportation committee.

“We got some straight
answers but they were not
what we wanted to hear,”
Vail said when he introduced
the guest speakers. “‘We are
disappointed, discouraged

and disgusted that there is
little hope for highways in
our area.”

KEY TO THE CITY—Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb preesents the “key to the city* to
Lt. Gov. Brad Dye during swearing-in ceremonies for the c:ity’s elected officials Monday
" morning in front of the City Hall. Chancery Clerk Phillip (Cole administered the oath of
office to the officials and Lt. Gov. Dye spoke briefly to thmse gathered. Afterwards, the
visiting state official towred several lacal industries and had lunch at Nertheast Junior

College.

At First Board Meeting

All three speakers told the
club that the major problem
was a shortage of funds.

“We simply need more
money,” Pennebaker said.
“We get $60 million a year
from the federal govern-
ment but most of it is tied to
specific projects such as the
interstates. We get $111
million from state gasoline
taxes, but most of that-
approximately $70 million--

is needed to maintain our
present roads. Andeven with
other available funds we
must  generate more
revenue before we can do
much to improve high-
ways.”’

Pennebaker said that in
the past state law dictated
how
mission could spend road

(Continued on Page 12)

Special Election Set

For Constable Post

A special election has been
scheduled for Aug. 11 in the
5th District of Prentiss
County to fill the vacated
post of Constable of the 5th
District, according to Larry
W. Lambert, chairman of
the Prentiss County Election
Commissioners.

The constable post was
vacated by the resignation
of John O. (Bobby) Lam-
bert, who was elected
earlier this summer to the
post of Chief of Police of
Booneville. The new police
chief took his eath of office
Monday meorning.

State law requires that
each candidate who ruis’m

““the special election qualify

at least 10 days prior to the
date of the election.

In order to run in the
special election for the 5th
District constable post,
candidates must qualify by
petition. The petition must
be delivered to Circuit Clerk
Travis Cox by 5 p.m. Friday,
July 31, in order for the
candidate to qualify.

There will be four polling
places of regular established
precincts, according to the
Election  Commissioners’
chairman. Polls will be open
at Mattin Hill, Odom Hill,
New Hope, and North

_ Booneville on'the day of the

election.

Police Chief Asks For Personnel Changes

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Now that a new chief of
police has taken office, a
possible shakeup in the
structure of the Booneville
Police Department has
some veteran policemen
concerned.

In the first city board
meeting of the new term,

Booneville’s new police
chief, John O. (Bobby)
Lambert, submitted a
proposal Tuesday night to
the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen calling for
changes in the department’s
personnel assignments.

Dealing almost entirely
with personnel, Lambert’s
proposal called for the

elimination of the post of
assistant chief of police.
There would, however, be
two officers--Willie
Anderson and Gurley
Williams--with the next
highest rank, that of cap-
tain.

When former Chief of
Police W.W. Stacy’s term
expired Monday, Bob Jones

was serving as assistant
chief of police and there was
one captain, Bill Inghram.

Under Lambert’s
proposal, the former
assistant chief would

become a patrolman, the
lowest rank for an officer on
the force.

Changes recommended by
Lambert include demotion

of Capt. Bill Inghram to
Patrolman; demotion of Sgt.
Larry Finger, currently an
Investigative Criminologist
with the department, to
Patrolman; promotion of
Patrolman Jerry Barnes to
Lieutenant; promotion of Lt.
Gurley Williams to  Cap-

(Continued on Page 12)

the Highway Com-~

A ‘Taste’ Of Old Glory

LITTLE FLAG WAVER—Two year-old Emily Fulpier, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Chris Fulper, got in a little flag waving Saturday during; the Independence Day Parade
held in W est Booneville. The weather was just right and a nice crowd turned out for the
patriotic showing. For more on the parade, turn to PPage Bl in today’s paper.

(Photo by Ken Christian)

September Opening Planned

In 5-Day Period

Arson is suspected by
Highway Department of-
ficials as the cause of a
second fire within a week at
a bridge over the Little
Hatchie River on Highway 4
between Booneville and
Ripley.

The first fire occurred
Monday of last week,
causing about $500,000 to
$750,000 in damage to about
half of the 705-foot wooden
and creosote structure.

An additional 20 feet of the
bridge was destroyed in the
second fire Friday, causing
portions of the bridge to fall
in. Friday's fire could push
damages up to $1 million, a
Highway Department
spokesman said.

Officials estimate repairs
on the bridge will take eight
to 10 months. Since the
closed bridge blocks the
main route from Booneville
to Ripley, highway officials
say the contract is receiving
emergency status.

Travelers on Highway 4

are now forced to take a 25-
mile detour down
Mississippi 370 to
Mississippi 30 and then to
U.S. 45 at Frankstown.

Friday's fire was reported
at 12:18 p.m Fire depart-
ments from Ripley and
Dumas fought the fire for
more than an hour.

Second Fi

from Ripley to Booneville

FIRE DAMAGEID—In the top photo,

workmen cave in portions of the Little

Hatchie Bridge on 1Highway 4 to keep the
fire-damaged structture from falling while
someone is on or under it. The bridge
caught fire Friday flor the second time in a
week. At right, a T'ippah County fireman

waters down

somie of the smoldering

pillings. Arson is siuspecied in the blaze.

re Reported At Hw. Bridge

New Local Bank Names
Veteran As Manager

When First Citizens
National Bank of Tupelo
opens its proposed branch
office in Booneville later this
year, a veteran Booneville
banker will be serving as its
manager.

According to  w»ank
chairman Gene Berbette,
C.J. Roper Jr. will serve as
vice-president and manager
of First Bank’s proposed
Booneville Community
Bank.

Roper, who has 13 years ot
banking experience, has
lived and worked in
Booneville for the past three
years.

His banking experience in
Northeast Mississippi began
in Guntown in 1973. Prior to
that time, he gained five
vears of operational and
loan experience with First
Tennessee National Bank in
Memphis.

The announcement of
plans to open a First Bank
branch in Booneville came
in May when it was an-
nounced that The First
Mississippi Bank of Com-
merce was in the process of
selling the principal assets
of its Booneville branch to
the Tupelo banking firm.
The First Mississippi Bank
of Commerce is based in
Walnut.

According to Berbette,
First Bank is still m the
process of gaining
regulatory approval for the
purchase of the First
Mississippi Bank of Com-

merce in Booneville.

“If everything goes as
planned, we should be in
operation during Septemtber
of this year,” he said. “'We
are eager to enter tthe
Booneville banking marlket
under the leadership of
Junior Roper.”

Roper, 33, is a graduate: of
Tupelo High School. He
attended Mississippi Stiate
University and Mem plhis
State University. A graduiate
of the Mississippi Schooll of
Banking at Ole Miss, he: is
currently a senior at
L.S.U.'s School of Bankiing
of the South.

Roper is president of ithe
Booneville Lion’s Club and
serves as Deacon and
Sunday School Director of

C.J. ROPER JR,

the First Baptist Church. He
and his wife, Kaye, have two
children, Ron and Ryan.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Story Hour At Allen Liibrary Continues

There will be a story lour at 10 a.m. each Wednesday at
the George E. Allen Library for all pre-school and
primary school age children. The story hour is being
planned as part of the library’s regular program.

Woodmen Of The Worrld Fish Supper Scheduled
The Woodmen of thie World will hold a fish supper

Saturday night, July 111, at 7:30 p.m. for all Woodmen

members and their farmilies, according to Larry Powell,

president of Lodge 60. "The

supper will be held at the

West Side Community (Center and members may bring a
guest, he said. Ladies imay bring a cake or pie.

(Morre On Page 2)






