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Prosecution Rests In 2nd
Morrow Murder Trial

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

The second murder trial of
Bobby Ray Morrow entered
i*= second day Wednesdlay,
with a witness for the
defense giving testimony
that directly conflicted with
testimony of a witness for
the prosecution.

Morrow, 34, was indic:ted
in October on murder
charges in connection with
the March 22, 1980, shoot:ing
death of Reece ‘“‘Buddy”
Waggett, 30, of Booneviille.

A mistrial was declared in

February in Morrow’s first
trial when a jury of six men
and six women informed

Circuit Judge Thomas
Gardner, that, after more
than five hours’

deliberation, the jury was
hopelessly deadlocked in its
attempts to reach a
verdict in the Morrow trial.

Wilma Baggett, Baggett's
widow, testified Wednesday
that Baggett became upset
when they became involved
in Morrow’s family troubles.

Mrs. Baggett told the jury
that Baggett said to Morrow,
“If you ever get me in any

In June Circuiit Court

more of your family
problems, I'll stomp you.”
The Baggetts had ac-
companied Morrow to get
his clothes from the trailer
Morrow shared with his
wife, Jean.

Mrs. Baggett said the
Morrows argued with each
other while they were there.
She testified both men had

been drinking.
The Baggetts and Morrow
then drove to Hubert

Morrow’'s house trailer,
located about four miles
northeast of Jumpertown,
she said.

She told the jury that her
husband helped Morrow
carry his clothes inside his
father’s trailer. A few
minutes later, she said,
Baggett went ' outside and
then in amoment came back
in with Hubert Morrow. She
said both men sat down in
chairs by the front door.

She said she was sitting
with her back to the hall
facing the two men. Mrs.
Baggett said she did not
know where the defendant
was at this time.

(Continued on Page 2)

Eight Plead Guilty To Criminal Charges

*’Eight persons hiave
pleaded guilty to crimiinal
charges in Prentiss County
Circuit Court, four last wreek
and four on Monday of {this
week.

Last week before Juuge
Neal Biggers, Barbara
Weaver, 24, of Route 3,
Rienzi, and Shelia Flurry,, 21,
« Route 7, Booneville, byoth

“peaded guilty to ttwo
carges burglary and llar-
<1y of a dwelling.

ne of the charges wass in

cnection with the break-in

sie home of Edwin Dayvis
irentiss County, and the

a charge was in con-

non with the break-in at

tiome of Johnny Turnerr in
T county.

vid Ellis Young, 18, of
B 3, Baldwyn, pleadied
g last week to breakiing
aientering three auitos
tivere being stored at tthe

VWham Ford Compainy

irldwyn.

Also last week, Timothy
James Holloway, 18, of
Route 5, Booneville, pleaded
guilty to a two-count in-
dictment of grand larceny
and arson in connection with
the theft and burning of two
autos.

On Monday, Curtiss Lee
Gamble, 31, of Route 8§,
Booneville, pleaded guilty to
burglary in connection with
a burglary at Barron’s
grocery on East Church
Street.

Keith Hargett, 19, of Route

1, Booneville, pleaded guilty
Monday to burglary and
larceny of a dwelling
belonging to Ernestine
McCoy.

James Stanley Foster, 18,

" (Continued on Page 2)

Nine Indictments Handed
Down By Grand Jury

Nine criminal indictments
have been released by the
Prentiss County Circuit
Clerk’s office.

The indictments were
handed down Monday, June
15 by a county grand jury.

Curtis Lee Gamble, 31, of
Route 6, Booneville, was
charged with attempted
burglary. The indictment
stems from the attempted
burglary of Richardson’s

Grocery.

Berl Lee Davis, 21, of
Route 4, Booneville, and
Ronnie Strange, 19, of
Booneville, were charged
with grand larceny. The
indictment stems from the
theft of a lawn mower owned
by Lucille Phillips.

James Stanley Foster, 18,
of Route 2, Baldwyn, and
Johnny Ray McGaha, of

iural Mass Transit System

.kpects To Receive Funding

Prentiss County is one: of
six counties in northeast
Mississippi involved in a
sural mass transit system
scheduled to get underway
shortly after Jan. 1, 1982.

Northeast Mississippi

xpects to receive $248,000) in

inding for the rural mass

ansit system, Dr. Larry
skelton, an official from the
Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
Pistriet, said Monday.

The funding will come ir-om

t he Reagan
Administration’s Bloc Grant
program. The $248,000
should be followed the next
year by between one and two
million dollars to further
implement the program, he
said.

The program calls for
vans and mini-buses to
transport the public into
nearby cities.

Skelton said there are
approximately 22 different
social services agencies

The Local Economy

across the six-county area
and that plans call for the
150 vans in use by these
agencies -to be used in the
rural mass transit system.
He added that some new
vans will also have to be
purchased.

Skelton said the rural
mass transit system will be
for everyone, not just
specific groups.

There is a possibility that

(Continued on Page 2}

Baldwyn were charged with
two counts of burglary an®
larceny. The two count in-
dictment stems {roma braak-
in at the William Fryer
residence.

Rodney Wilson, 20, of
Route 3, Rienzi, was
charged with possession of
controlled substance. Wilson
alledgedly had
Methaqualone in his
possession.

Darryl Wayne Prather, 18,
of Booneville, was charged
with burglary and larceny,
in connection with a break-in
at Livingston’s Grocery.

Tommy Kesler, 18, of
Baldwyn and Charles Ross,
25, of Ripley, were charged
with jail break. The in-
dictment stems from their
alleged April 22 escape from
the Prentiss County jail.

William Abbey, 20, of
Saltillo, was charged with
grand larceny. His in-
dictment stems from the
theft of a 1971 Ford pickup
belonging to Tim Gann.

Jim Austin, 20, of Tupelo,
was charged with grand
larceny under the Habitual
Criminal Statute. The in-
dictment stems from the
theft of a 1971 Ford pickup
belonging to Tim Gann.

—Concentration

A HOT JOB—In spite of the high temperatures last
Friday, Besnevill- firemen Charles Williams (lef) and
Jerry Wallace, v ' ving theii “heavy furnon: coats and
helmets, concentrave ou thr job a’ hand during - wraiuing
session with the **Jaws of Life" at a local junk yard. The
session, conducted by the Mississippi Fire Academy, was
designed to familiarize local firemen with the operations

of the new emergency rescue equipment the city pur-
chased earlier this vear. Williams and Wallace were only
¢ Booneville {*¢émien who received not only
leciures on how to use the equipsient, but also hands-on
experience with it. This was the second such training
session held for the local firemen,

(Photos by Ken Christian)
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At Northeast Junior College:

Bond Sale Receives Slight Delay

Plans for the construction Northeast
of two new dormitories at
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College have been
delayed slightly due to the

lack of approval by the

can

the project, he said.

regional Farmers Home “We don’t expect any
Administration, office of a problem with regional
$2.5 million loan to construct clearance,” he said, :adding

the facilities. ;

Thomas Keenum, order by thetrustees’ July 14
chairman of the ‘junior meeting.
college’s bogrd of trustees, The board had orijginally
told colk president hoped to sell the bonds this

Harold T. White and other
board members of the delay
at a meeting Tuesday.
However, Keenum said
the delay of the regional
FmHA office to approve the
sale of the bonds to finance
the construction is not
viewed as a serious setback.

theast officials said.
Junior

in late February.

still
negotiate for bids on the
revenue bonds durimg the
next two months wwithout
being forced to readvertise

that the matter should be in

week. The sooner the: bonds
are sold, the sooner a con-
tractor can be found tw build
the two new dorms;, Nor-

FmHA awarded Nomrtheast
College the $2.5
million loan for the project

County Unemployment Rate Declines .3 Percent

Prentiss County’s unemployment rate for May showed a
slight decrease from the previous month. However, the
overall state unemployxment figure remained unchanged.”

The unemployment rate for Prentiss County in May was’

8.5 percert, dowh -.3 percent from the April rate of 8.8
percent, according to the latest figures from the
Mississippi Employmerit Security Commission in Corinth.

During May, MESC reports there were 9,750 employed
in the civilian labor force in Prentiss County and 900
unemployeds. This cormpares to 9,620 employed and 930
unemployed during April.

The county’s total civilian labor force during May was
10,650, up 100 from the April figure of 10,550. The total

City Sales Tax

Sales tax collections for the city of Booneville showed a
marked increase during April as compared to the same
month a year ago.

An increase of more than 20 percent, the city of
Booneville reported coillecting $42,202.08. during April.
This is up more than $7,,200 from the April 1980 figure of
$34,987.70. :

Many other cities in tlhe area showed similar increases

civilian labor force is a combination of all those employed
and unemployed;- thaj is, all those avanlable for work

Statew:de the unemployment rate in May, as well as m :

April, was 7.6 percent aceording to MESC’s Jackson

office. Last year's May unemployment rate was 7.3

percent.

The 7.6 percent unemployment rate for the state was
higher than the 7.1 percent national rate for May. MESC
figures showed 77,600 unemployed and 946,400 employed
out of a civilian labor force of 1,024,000.

The initial unemployment insurance claims for May
totalled 16,954.

in their sales tax collections,

The following figures show sales tax collections of
selected cities for April of this year, compared to the same
period last year. Last year's collections are shown in
parenthesis.

Ashland $5,487.23 ($4,319.38);
($17,764.04); Corinth $120,263.60

Baldwyn $19,593.72
($104,947.78); Fulton

The counties having the highest unemployment rates in

* May were Jefferson, with a rate of 15.0 percent; Alciorn,
* with -a*rate of 13.9 percent; arid Stone; with an umem-
‘ployment rate of 12.3 percent.

Rankin, Yalobusha, and Jones counties had the lowest
jobless rates for May. Rankin had a rate of 3.7 percent,
Yalobusha had a rate of 4.2 percent, and Jones had an
unemployment rate of 4.4 percent.

Thirty-four of the state’s 82 counties showed a decrease
in their unemployment rates for May, while 41 reported
increases. The unemployment rate in seven counties
remained the same.

Collections Increase 20 Percent

$29,922.27 ($22,843.97) . Hickory Flat $1,926.78 ($1,704.81):
Holly Springs $46,801.36 ($36,672.78): Houston $28,579.19

($24,231.08); Iuka $28,482.22 ($23,614.04); New Alb)an}‘
$60,650.91 ($54,782.08); Oxford $93.354.18 ($78 408.44) :
FPontotoc $93,354.18 ($78,408.44); Ripley $39.26)?‘.)(l
($31,171.54); Senatobia $45,416.53 ($38,973.48); Tujpelo
$328,567.52 ($264,453.30): Water Valley $48,516.64
($21,068.84); and Winona $33,808.33 ($29,043.72).

Plans are for a 116-bed
men’s dorm and a five-story
women'’s dorm, to house 120
beds.

President White said
Northeast officials are
hoping the new dorms will
encourage more students to
live on campus. Presently
there is dorm space for only
about 400 of the 2,000 full
time students enrolled at the
college, he said.

In other business Tuesday,
the hoard voted to name a
new training facility at the
college Holladay Hall after
Troy Holladay of Tippah
County. Hollaway is a 17-
year member of the
college's board of trustees
and a former superintendent
of education in Tippah
County.

The board also voted
approval of naming the
student center the Burgess

Activity Center in honor of
12-year veteran board
member Bratton Burgess of
Alcorn County. Burgess is a
former Alcorn County school
superintendent.

The trustees also agreed
to pay off a short-term
$175,000 loan secured by the
college last month for
operational expenses.

The junior college board
also adopted a resolution

commending Mrs. Lynn
Vuncannon, executive
secretary to President

White, for being named
National Educational Office
Employee of the Year by the
National Association of
Education Office Personnel.

The resolution praised
Mrs. Vuncannon as ‘‘a
woman of unusual ability”
and as ‘‘an outstanding
representative for Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.”

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Thrasher School Reunion To Be Held Sqnday

The annual Thrasher School reunion will be held Sun-
day, June 28, beginning at 11:15 a.m. with speaking ser-
vices at the Thrasher Baptist Church. Afterwards, lunch
will be spread in the Thrasher School cafeteria. All
students, former students, teachers and friends are in-
vited to share in the reminiscing of Thrasher School’s
past.

Thrasher Class Of '31 To Hold Reunion Saturday

The 1931 graduating class of Thrasher High Schooel will
hold their 50-year reunion Saturday, June 27, at 6 p.m. at
the Campus Country Restaurant in Booneville.

Prentiss County Shriners To Hold Fish Fry

The Prentiss County Shrine Club will sponsor a fish fry
at the Baygents’ cabin at Lake Mohawk Thursday, June
25, at 7 p.m,

Ladies’ Exercise Classes Now Underway In Jumpertown

The ladies of the Jumpertown community are con-
ducting exercise sessions in connection with a weight
reduction program. The sessions are held at 6 p.m. each
Tuesday and Thursday at the Jumpertown Town Hall
The sessions are free to those interested.

(More on Page 2)






