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21 Cases Set For -
‘Trial In Circuit
Court Next Week

A manslaughter trial and
the re-trial of a murder case

"that ended in a mistrial

during the February term
are among some 21 criminal
cases scheduled to be heard
next week in the second
week of the June session of
Prentiss County Circuit
Court.

Bobby Ray Morrow, 34,
who was indicted in October

1980 on a murder charge in
‘connection with the fatal

shooting of his third cousin,
Buddy Baggett, is scheduled
to have a second trial
Tuesday, June 23.

In the February term of
circuit court a six man, six
woman jury was deadlocked
for five hours in its attempts

1 «toreach a verdict in the first

wv¥

hearing of the Morrow case.
Judge Tommy Gardner
declared a mistrial in the
case and it was scheduled

forr re-trial in this session of
court.

'The manslaughter . trial
sctheduled for next week
comes as the result ofa

February ruling by the

Miississippi Supreme Court
whhich reversed an earlier
miurder conviction of James
Lowrey (Larry) Edge and
reemanded him for a new
triial on the charge of
rmuanslaughter,

.Edge, 36, was convicted in

a jury trial in the October
1979 term of Prentiss County
Ciircuit Court of the shotgun
sliaying of another Prentiss

County man, John Wayne

Miurphy, 39, at Elder’s Lake
om the night of Oct. 24, 1978,

In overturning this con-
viiction in February of this
year, the state Supreme
Court also said that when the
new trial on manslaughter is
held, a change of venue to

another county should be
granted if requestéd by
Edge’s attorney.

As of Tuesday, Edge's
manslaughter trial was still
on the ocurt docket for next

Thursday in Prentiss County -

Circuit court..
Other cases scheduled for

trial next week include the
-. following:

Monday, June 22

Curtis Gamble, 31, of
Route 6, Booneville, is

+-scheduled for trial on a

tharge of burglary in con-
nection with a break-in at
Barron’s {rocery on East
Church Street. :
Scotty Roberts, 55, of
Route 2, Baldwyn, and Mike
Scott, 56, of Route 2, Bald-
wyn, are scheduled to face
charges of burglary and

{Continued on Page 2)

County Grand Jury

Nine criminal indictments
naming 11 persons were
returned by a one-day

session of the Prentiss.

County Grand Jury Monday.

Although Prentiss County
Circuit Clerk Travis Cox has
not yet released the names
of those charged, the in-
dictments included charges
of attempted burglary,
grand larceny, burglary and
larceny, possession of a

controlled substance, and
jail break.

The names of those

charged are being withheld -

‘pending the location by the
P'rentiss County Sheriff’s

Diepartment of all those

niamed in the indictments.

Ordinarily, the Prentiss
Clounty Grand Jury does not
meet during the June
session of Circuit Court, Cox
said this week, unless there

Returns 9 Indictments

are enough cases on hand to
make it feasible for them to
Ao B0y oo st v

Since the Prentiss County
Sheriff's. Departipent had
enough cases to warrant it,

“the February term Grand

Jury was recalled for a one-’
day session to consider those
cases, Cox said. :

The Prentiss Codunty
Grand Jury normally meets
in February and October.

-national

As Executive Secretary To President White

'NEMJC Secretary Wins National Honor

Mrs. Lynn M. Vuncannon,
Executive Secretary to the
President at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College,
has been named National
Educational Office

'Employee of the Year by the

National Association of
Educational Office Per-
sonnel.

Northeast Junior College
President Harold T. White
received a phone call last
Thursday from the chair-
man of the awards com-
mittee in Pennsylvania
telling him Mrs. Vuncannon
had been awarded the
national honor.

Mrs. Vuncannon, a
resident of Route 3, Rienzi,
has been employeed at the
college for a total of 12
years. She has been
secretary to President White
for eight of those years.

Prior to being named
National Educational Office
Employee of the Year, Mrs.
Vuncannon was first
selected to represent her
local organization, the
Northeast Mississippi
Association of Educational
Office Personnel.

From there, her name and
application were submitted
to the Mississippi
Association of Educational
Office Personnel. After
being named State
Educational Office
Employee of the Year in
March, ‘8he advanced to
competition on the national
level.

Mrs. Vuncannon won the
national title over nominees
from 26 other states. she will
be presented a plaque at the
organization’s
awards luncheon this July in
Baltimore, Md.

Mrs. Vuncannon is a
native of Prentiss County.
She. graduated from
Thrasher High School and
attended Northeast Junior
College.

She is married to Ray
Vuncannon and they have a
daughter, Denise.

She said Monday that not
only was she surprised to
win the national honor, she
was “shocked.”

However, it came as no
surprise to her boss.

‘“‘She is being recognized
for all those outstanding
characteristics that we have
known about for a long
time,” President White said.

“In addition to being a
very intelligent lady with
integrity and imagination,
she has an outstanding
personality, is attractive,
well groomed, professional
and very committed to the
service of this institution,”
he said.

He described her as “an
outstanding ambassador of
goodwill for Northeast.”

In addition to this latest
honor, Mrs. Vuricannon also
achieved another ac-
complishment last year.

After taking a 25-week
course on the Certified
Profession Secretary (CPS)
examination, she wrote the
exam in May 1980 and was
one of galy six in the state
who received certification at
that time. . -

There are only 86 Certificd

Professional Secretaries in -

the state. 3

Mrs. Vuncannon is the
second person in Mississippi
to receive the National
Educational Office

(Continued on Page 2)

Mrs. Lynn Vuncannon

Chickasaw Counties Sue For 16th Section Lands

The Prentiss County
School District, along with
school districts in 16 other
North Mississippi counties,
are taking President Ronald
Reagan and other state and
federal officials to court.

School districts in these 17
counties, which lie in a
section of the state known as
the Chickasaw Cession, have
filed a joint lawsuit in
federal court asking for
changes in the way the

e poree

amount of 16th section
revenues is determined for
Chickasaw counties.

The lawsuit stems from an
action taken over a century
ago when the state of
Mississippi sold to private
imdividuals the 16th section
lands in the Chickasaw
Clession.

When Mississippi was
aidmitted to the Union in 1817
tthe U.S. Congress had set
aside these 16th section

—<Udderly’ Refreshing!

KEEPING COOL ~ Somebody forgot to tell the weather
that June is Dairy Month, a time to take it easy on the
cows. As the temperatures hit the 90's last week, this
group of bovines on Meadowcreek Road gathered under
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‘lands in each county to be
used for the maintenance of
the public schools. .

However, in the 1830’s
when the lands were sold as
part of the Treaty of Pon-
totoc Creek, the counties lost
the use of the 1ands.The state
set aside “lieu” lands in 1836
to compensate for the lost
16th section Jands, but just a
few years later the state also
sold these lieu lands.

Since 18%, each county

has been paid 36 cents an
acre per year for these lands
lost. In most of the counties
involved in the lawsuit, this
amounts to between $3,000
and $4,000 per year.

There is a vast difference
in the amount of money
received by those counties in
the Chickasaw Cession and
those Tounties who did not
lose their 16th section lands.

For example, Jasper
county still has its 16th

4

shade trees and waded in a pond to keep cool. Add a few
sunshades, some beach blankets and a couple of coolers of
soft drinks and the gathering wouldn’t be too much dif-
ferent from some human swimming parties!
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section lands. In 1979 Jasper
received the largest revenue
in the state from its lands,
almost $1.5 million.

In comparison, Supt. Lex
Cain said Tuesday that
Prentiss County receives
only $2,600 per year. “And
that $2,600 has to be divided
with the Baldwyn School
System and, now, the
Booneville School System,”
he said. ‘

B.H. Papasan, superin-

tendent of the Tunica County
Schools, has been the leader
in the battle to correct this:
condition which he callsi
‘“‘unfair, unethical and
illegal.”

Papasan has tried for 10/
years to find a solution to the:
problem. The last attempt,,
he said, was a bill in-
troduced in the 1981
legislature session.
However, that bill died in
committee.

For Prentiss County Recipients

On Friday, June 12, at-
torneys representing
Papasan, the Prentiss
County School District, and
about 19 other school
districts filed the federal
lawsuit.

Named as defendants are
President Ronald Reagan,
the United State, the State of
Mississippi, Gov. William
Winter, and other federal
and state officials.

However, Papasan

stresses that the lawsuit in
no way asks for the return of
the 16th section lands, which
are now, and have been for
some time, in the hands of
private individuals.

“We don’t want to grab
lands,” he said. *“This is not
land reform litigation.”

What the lawsuit does ask
is that the state and federal
governments provide an

(Continued on Page 2)

SS Eligibility To Be Re-Examined

Many people living in
Prentiss County and
receiving social security
disability payments will
have their cases re-
examined in the near future
to make sure they continue
to be eligible for benefits,
according to Hugh Tigrett,
social security district
manager in Tupelo.

Social security is required
to review most disability
cases at least once every
three years starting in 1982
because of the 1980 disability

amendments. The reviews
are conducted to determine
if a person is still disabled,,
Tigrett said.

As an important first step
in making the required
reviews, social security is
significantly increasing the
number of continuing
disability investigations itt

makes, he said. Aboutt
350,000 cases will be
reviewed during the

remainder of this fiscal yar..
Next year, over 500,000

Mushrooms May
Be Contaminated

The Mississippi State
Board of Health is urging
local consumers to check for
contamination any canned
mushrooms they may have
purchased recently.

U.S. Food and Drug
Administration officials
have learned that four-ounce
cans of mushroom stems
and pieces processed at

Oxford Royal Mushroom
Products Inc. of Kelton, Pa.,
are potentially con-
taminated,

FDA testing showed thait
some cans produced at the

Kelton plant contained
botulinum toxin, which can
cause botulism, a

(Continued on Page 2)

cases will be reviewed.
The initial cases to be
reviewed will be selected
based on studies which show
those cases most likely to
result in recovery, Tigrett
said. These first in-
vestigations will provide
more data which should
indicate other types of cases
thatshould be reviewed soon,
Social security disability
benefits can only be made to
people who have a severe
physical or mental im-

pairment expected to
prevent them from working
for at least 12 months or
more or to result in death, he
said.

People found no longer
disabled during the case
reviews will have the op-
portunity to appeal the
decision, Tigrett said.

More information about
social security disability
requirements can be ob-
tained at any social security
office.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

VFW To Sponsor Yard Sale For Fire Victims

The local VFW post is sponsoring a yard sale Saturday,
June 20, at the VFW building on Loveless Road for the
Jasper Manness family who lost their house and car in a
fire. The yard sale will begin at 7:30 a.m.

Booneville F&AM To Confer Mason Degree ;
Booneville Lodge 305, F&AM, will confer the Master !
Mason Degree at 7 p.m. Monday, June 22.

(More On Page 2)






