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Wheeler Youth Drowns
While Wading In Creek

A 15-year-old Wheeler said. State Game and Fish mother, heis survived by his
High  School student Hlutcheson apparently = Commission and other of- mother, Mrs. Emily Hut-
drowned last Thursday coulldn’tswim and theothers ficials draggedthe creek for cheson of New Site; his

afternoon while wading in a

pressent warned him not to

about three and a half to four

father, Randal Hutcheson of

'BODY RECOVERED -

»reek southof Wheeler. go iin the water, the coroner hours before recovering New Site; four sisters, beaﬁng him& _
. Prentiss County Chief saidl. Hutcheson’s body. Patricia Patterson of _ Witééi-er yoﬁi‘&‘::
Deputy Sheriff Carl Sartin Wihen Hutcheson went Hutcheson lived with his Guntown, Martha Jane AE .

while wading in
the créek with a number of
-other teenagers at what is

said Ronald Keith Hut-
¢heson drowned after he

undler, some of the others
pressent tried to save him,

Nichols of Korea, and Shenia

grandmother, Mrs. Jean
Lee Wouldridge and Lisa

Stubblefield, in the Wheeler

wandered into a deep part of but,, probably due to panic, community. Carol Hutcheson of New C ey :
the creek. he fought them off, Horn s Site: and four brothers, _:....:'-eport.ediy a favorite
: : Funeral services were at 2 - swimming place for many
Prentiss County Coroner saidl. da he Sal James D. Hutcheson, Jerry foeal youngsters. In the
James Horn said the  “(One boy got his shoulder P-m. Saturday at the Salts p 4, hecon and RandyD. . T I .

~ phote below, searchers
. drag the creek bed for his
dy. At right, Hutcheson's

Funeral Home Chapel with
Bro. Austin Shook of-
ficiating. Burial was in the

scratched up pretty bad by
the Hutcheson boy,” Horn

Hutcheson, all of New Site,
and Stanley Hutcheson of
Wheeler.

drowning occurred around 3
n.m. Hutcheson was with a

aumber of other teenagers
who were swimming in the
Twenty-Mile Channel, Horn

saidl of the rescue attempt.
Mlembers of the Prentiss
Couinty Rescue Squad, the

For Prentiss Counity

Allen Cemetery.
In addition to his. grand-

 Cultural Concert Series

Season tickets for a
cultural concert series from
the Tupelo Symphony
Orchestra Association,
culminating in a Christmas-
time performance of por-
tions of Handel’s ‘““The

Messiah,” will go on sale
July 1, according to Charles
Walden, president of the
Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association.

The series, co-sponsored
by PPCDA and the Northeast

Hearing To Be Held

On Transportation Plan

The Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
District is currently working
on a regional transportation
plan sponsored by the
‘Mississippi Department of
Energy and Transportation,
Public Transportation
Division.

A public hearing will be

heldi at the Prentiss County:
Courthouse on Thursday

night, June 18, at 7 p.m. to
allow citizen input into the
plamning process, according
to NMPDD executive
direcctor Charlie Spearman.

This meeting is open to the
general public, he said.

Mississippi Junior College,
will consist of three per-
formances which will be
presented in auditoriums on
the Northeast campus.

The first performance will
be a piano recital in Sep-
tember by Dr. Natalia
DelRosa of the University of
Mississippi Music Depart-
ment. Plans are for Dr.
DelRosa to also conduct a

master class for local piano’

students on the afternoon of
the performance.

The second performance
in the series.will be a concert
in October- by five of the
finest woodwinds available
from among the professional
musicians in the Tupelo
Symphony.

In December, the series
will conclude with the
Tupelo Symphony’s 40-

Salts Funeral Home was
in charge of arrangements.

Slated

member orchestra and
chorus presenting the
Christmas portions of “The
Messiah.”

The initial work in setting
the concert series to come to
Booneville was done by the
cultural committee of the
PCDA.

PCDA, which recently
celebrated its fifth year, has
had an active cultural
committee for the past two
or three years, Walden said.

Tommy Walden, chair-

man of the cultural com-: ;

mittee, has worked closely
with CIliff Jones, general
manager of the Tupelo
Symphony, in planning a
program of artists who
would not otherwise have
come into this area, the

(Continued on Page 2)

; My Is carried up an
bankment to a waiting

‘Neighboring Influences’ Frighten Off Latest Industrial Prospect

Citing ‘‘negative in-
fluences” in nearby towns as
the reason, an industry that
had been considering the
Prentiss County Industrial
Park in Booneville as the
site for a new manufac-
turing plant has decided to
locate elsewhere.

Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb received official

notification from the Gates
Rubber Company of Denver,
Colo., Monday that the plant

will not locate their new
plant in Booneville,

However, the company
indicated they would keep
Booneville and Prentiss
County in mind *‘in the event
we have a future operation
that. would not be affected by
the surrounding influences.”

“You folks did an ex-
cellent job in presenting
your find city,” said Vernon
D. (Gabe, director of Cor-
porate Real Estate for the
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Gates Company, in a letter

to the mayor. “However, the
thing that caused our
management’s decision was
the nearness of too many
negative infiuences in the
towns of Corinth, Tupelo and
Ripley.”

“‘Our reasoning is that we
might have a relatively
short term tenure without
negative influences catching
up with us,” Gabe said,
“but, for the long range, our

NEW HANDICAPPED PARKING—Gerald Bennett (left) and Sherry Bowen (cen-
ter), representing the Organizatiion of Handicapped Mississippians, pick hospital ad-
ministrator Carl Barker's favoriite parking place near the hospital’'s emergency en-
trance to be reserved for handicapped parking. Barker asked them to select a new
parking space after it was pointed out during an advisory council meeting that the
handicapped had poor accessibiility to the special entrances. The old handicapped
parking space near the physical therapy entrance on the south side of the hespital will
remain in effect for daytime parking. That entrance is locked at 5 p.m.

management felt we had too
much risk.”

Gabe pointed out that the
results of a labor survey
conducted in Prentiss
County for the company was
not the reason for their
decision. “This was not the
negative factor in our
minds,” he said.

“In summary, your lown
had everything we require
with the exception of the
neighboring influences, as
viewed by us over a long

&

term period,” Gabe said.

The  Gates Rubber
Company, manufacturers of
such items as rubber
automobile hoses, had in-
dicated earlier this year to
city and county officials that
they were ' considering
Booneville as the location of
a new industrial plant.

For two weeks in March
the Prentiss County
Development  Association
helped conduct a labor

survey at the requestof the
company to determine the
availability of local potential
employees. A total of ap-
proximately 700 persons
completed and returned
these forms.

At that time, Doug
Mansell, executive director
of PCDA, said a new in-
dustry the size Gates was
considering building in
Booneville could mean an
additional $1 million in
annual income in the county,

To Improve Communications

Advisory Council Sought

an additional $800,000 in
retail sales, and could result
in an additional $35,000 in
sales taxes and over $50,000
in all other taxes inside the
coumity,

Gates had indicated to city
and county officials that if
they decided to build in
Booneville, they would
locate a 50,000 sq. ft.
building on 20-25 acres in the
industrial park at a cost of
about $7 million for the plant

At Allen Library

By Northeast Hospital

By KEN CHRISTIAN

. Editor

- In an effort to establish a
more effective line of
communication between the
general public and the
hospital’'s  administration
staff, the Northeast
Mississippi Hospital held a
dinner meeting in the
hospital cafeteria Monday
night with about 30-35 local
officials, businessmen and
residents.

~ The purpose of the
meeting, according to
hospital administration Carl
Barker, was to establish an
informal advisory council
“to broaden our avenues of
communication with the
people we serve.”

“We want to provide a
hospital that the citizens can
be proud of,” he told those at
the meeting. ‘‘We need your
help to make the community
more aware of what we've
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got.”

o ‘We want your
suggestions, and
suggestions from your

neighbors and your em-
ployees,” he said.

NORTHEAST

MISSISSIPPI
HOSPITAL

Barker said the council is
to work “both ways’—it will
let the pesgple tell the
hospital what they feel needs
to be done, and it will also let
the hospital tell the people
what is being done.

- D.H. Prichard, chairman
of the hospital's board of
trustees, termed the current
project of the hospital a
“positive action project.”
" Some of the areas the
hospital is currently seeking

to improve include the
appearance of the hospital,
the attitudes of the em-
ployees, and the public's
image of the hospital.

The hospital is also ac-
tively seeking to recruit
additional physicians and
nurses for the hospital.

“We're  working on
recruiting physicians,”
Barker said, ‘‘and our
(present) physicians are for
it.”

‘‘'THINGS AREN’T
great,”” Barker said in
describing the present
overall situation at the
hospital. “They’re not bad,
but they're not great.”

One of the biggest Cluuient
financial burdens on the
Booneville hospital, he in-
dicated, is a result of the
original Hill-Burton grant

(Continued on Page 2)

and equipment. The com-
pany said they would
initially hire 70 to 80 local
employees, mostly male,
and could eventually expand
to as many as 200 em-
ployees.

The company had said
that the availability of
potential employees would
be a major factor in the
company’'s decison as to
whether or not they would
locate in Prentiss County.

Babysitting Clinic Set

The Pilot Club of
Booneville will sponsor a
Babysitting Clinic next
Thursday, June 16, at the
George E. Allen Library.

Registration will begin at
12:30 p.m.

Dr. Cliff Cartwright, Mrs.
Carolyn Cartwright, R.N.,
and Mrs. Cathy Pippin, a
child care specialist, will be
the speakers.

Topics to be discussed

include general first aid,
child safety, child care, and
the responsibilities of a
babysitter.

To pre-register, call the
Pilot's Safety Area Leader
at 728-5871 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. or sign up at the
library.

Late registration at the
door is permitted. There is
no fee for the clinic.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214
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Prentiss County Retired Teachers Association To Meet

The Prentiss County Retired Teachers association will
meet Thursday, June 18, at the George E. Library,
beginning at 10 a.m. with a business meeting. Devotional
will be by the Rev. Charles Potts. A special guest speaker

will be present at 11 a.m.

Junior Women’s Club Luncheon To Be Friday

The annual “Tasters’ Delight” luncheon, sponsored by
the Booneville Junior Women’s Club will be held from 11
am. to 1:30 p.m. Friday, June 12, at the West Side
Community Center. Carryouts will be available.

Sumners Family Reunion Sunday At Marietta Springs

There will be a homecoming and family reunion for the
Sumners family and friends at Marietta Springs Park
Sunday, June 14. Lunch will be at noon.






