‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

Che Banner - Independent

Vol. 84

Number 14

Booneville, Mississippi

Thursday, June 4, 1981

Phone 728-6214

20 Pages

25 Cents

Family Feud’-ing Nets $10,000

For Five Prentiss Countians

i ByKEN CHRISTIAN
i Editor

“They all agree. It was the
most exciting vacation any
of them have ever taken.

Not only did they get to
tour Hollywood, seeing
several celebrities along the
way, but they reached
semewhat of a celebrity
‘.tatus themselves, ap-
pearing on a TV game show
(to be nationally telecast)
and winning $10,301.

It all began when Sharon
and Junior Geno, residents
of Lake Mohawk near
Jumpertown, called the
producers of the TV game

Show “Family Feud” to
y-quest an interview as
possible contestants on the
show. (They called the
number given during each
show for prospective con-
testants.)

Then, with Junior’s sister
Patsy, her husband Thomas
Keenum (a Booneville at-
torney and chairman of

ortheast Junior College’s

rd of trustees), and the
Keenum's 19-year-old son
Tommy, they set out for a
vacation in California.

When they arrived for the

‘It’s a lot of fun going through the interview and talking

about being on the show, but when you finally get

there for the taping it hits you that you are about

to be on national TV.’

interview, they learned
some disheartening news,
Anyone who calls requesting
animterview is asked to come
to the studio the next time
theyr are in Hollywood.
Amd of the hundreds who
are interviewed, only about

‘one percent ever actually

appear on the show. And of
thosie who are selected to
appeear on the show, most
havee to wait months or even
vearrs before they are ac-
tuallly called in for the
tapimg.

The next day after their
interrview, the two Prentiss
Coumty families were called
backk for a second one, This
time they were told they
showld hear something in
two weeks to two years.

Semewhat disappointed,
the 'two families decided to
go on with their vacation.
The next day they visited

MISS HOSPITALITY NAMED—Gay Armstrong, second

- from right, was named the 1981-82 Miss Hospitality of
w dooneville in last Friday’'s Annual Pageant held at Nor-
theast’s Frank Haney Union Buildling. Pictured at the rose

At Tupelo Hospital

Tijuana, Mexico, and
Catalina Island.

But, on the following day a
surprising turn of events
came about. One of the
producers of ‘‘Family
Feud” called them at their
hotel.

Could they stay over until
Tuesday of the next week
since the show would not be
taping on Monday because
of Memorial Day?

After a quick conference,
they decided that, of course
they could stay over.

Of the approximately 400
families who interviewed for
the show the same week as
the Genos and the Keenums,
they were the only ones to
be called back the next week
for taping.

And not only were they
going to be on the show, but
they were selected for the
nighttime version. Only one

percent of the original one
percent selected for the
show are chosen for the

nighttime version, they
learned.
The Genos and the

Keenums admit to some
nerviousness when the time
actually came to tape the
show on Tuesday of last
week,

“It’'s a lot of fun going
through the interview and
talking about being on the
show,” Thomas said this
week back home in
Booneville, ““but when you
finally get there for the
taping, it hits you that you
are about to be on national
TV.”

Since the Genos had set up
the interview, the five
contestants competed as the
Geno family, with Junior
Geno as the head.

By the time the game was

presentation are, from left, Memory Rone, first alternate;
Tracie Arnold, outgoing Miss Hospitality; Gay Armstrong,
this year’s winner; and Mayor Charles Crabb. (Photo by

Lee Gentry.)

Former ‘Banner’ Editor Dies

Gerald Guy Hodges, 64,
* former editor and co-owner
of The Booneville Banner,
died last week in the Tupelo
hospital after a lengthy
illness.

A Prentiss County native,
Hodges had been involved in
the printing business for
approximately 46 years--

: since he was 17 years old.

At various times he
worked at The Daily
Corinthian in Corinth, The
Daily Journal in Tupelo, and
for Mrs. Mildred Anderson
at The Booneville
independent.

Starting in 1955, Hodges
served for several years as
editor of - The Booneville
Banner, which he co-owned
with then publisher William
Ed Johnson. Johnson was
ater responsible for
nerging The Booneville

anner and The Booneville
wdependent to form The

innef Independent

Immediately prior to his

death, Hodges was
opeerating a local printing
shop, Gerald Hodges

Coimmercial Printing. His
wilffe, Dollye, and other
farmily members plan to
comtinue the operation of
thiis business.

IIn addition to his work in
thee local printing and
ne:wspaper industries,
Hodges was active in
vairious civic organizations.

HHe served for several

ye:ars with the Yocona Area.

Cowncil of the Boy Scouts;
he: was a past president of
the Booneville Kiwanis Club
(which is no longer active in
Booneville) ; he was a 32nd
degree Mason; and he
served for several years as
secretary of the Prentiss
County Shrine Club.
Representing the Shrine
Club, he also made
numerous appearances as a
clown at various activities.

He was also a former
member of the Prentiss
County Democratic
Executive Committee, and a
former president of the
Mississippi Antique Car
Club.

He was also a member and
a deacon of the Wheeler
Baptist Church.

Hodges died at ap-
proximately 2 a.m. Friday,
May 29, in the Coronary
Care Unit of the North
Mississippi Medical Center
in Tupelo.

Funeral services were at 3
p.m. Saturday, May 30, at
the Salts Funeral Home
Chapel with Bro. Glen
Brown officiating. Burial
was in the Osborn Creek
Cemetery.

Heis survived by his wife,
Mrs. Dollye Hodges of
Booneville; a daughter,
Mrs. Sue Cole of Booneville;
two sons, Jerry Hodges of
Booneville and Jimmy

Hodges of Corinth; and five

grandchildren.

Pallbearers were Scott
Cole, Jeffrey Hodges,
Timothy Guy Hodges,

Thomas D. Oakley, Joe
Franks and Butch Caldwell.

Honorary pallbearers were
the deacons of the Wheeler
Baptist Church.

GERALD HODGES

»¥ (Coutlnwed: on. Page 2)

over, they had beaten a
family from the Los Angeles
area to earn a chance to win
$10,000 in the “‘fast round.”

The game is based on the
contestants guessing which
responses to particular
questions were the most
popular in surveys taken of
groups of 100 people.

The question which won
the game for the Geno
Family was, “What can you
do to muffle noise when you
are trying to sleep late?”

Patsy was at the buzzer
and beat her opponent to the
punch. Her response was,
‘“Wear earplugs,”’ which
was the second most popular
answer in the survey.

Tommy was next in line
and he answered, “Put a
pillow over your head,” the
number one response in the
survey,

Unfortunately, Junior and
Sharon missed on their
responses, giving the family
two strikes. After another
strike, the Los Angeles
family would get a chance to
take the points from the
Geno Family.
~cHowete#; Thomas, who
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Tommy Keen
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WINNING FAMILY—The Keenums and the Genos of Booneville, related by
marriage, formed a five-member family to compete on the nationally broadcast TV
igame s’ Family Feud” last week, winning a total of $10,301. Members of the family
‘are Patsy Keggum (front, left), Sharon Geno, and (back, from le¢ft) Thomas Keenum,

ks
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_and Junior Geno. (Photo courtesy of Barbaj g Keenum.)
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Mayor, Aldermen Ousted

The voters of Jumpertown
spoke out strongly for a
change in their city
government in Tuesday's
general election.

Not only was the in-
cumbent mayor, Bobby
Smart, defeated, but four of
the five incumbent alder-

men were not re-elected,
even though they all were in

the running.

According to Jumpertown
City Clerk Janie Gray,
challenger C.D. Windham
defeated Smart for the
mayoral post by a vote of 167
to 50. ;

In the alderman race,
incumbent Earnest Burns
was re-elected with the
largest number of votes of
any of the nine candidates for

In General Election

the five posts. He received
146 votes.

Others elected to the
aldermen posts were
challengers J.C. Young Jr.
and O.S. Moore Jr., each of
whom received 142 votes;
Orman L. Bridges with 138

votes; and David M. Yates,
115 votes,

The four incumbent

aldermen who were not re-
elected are Charlie Geno,
110 votes; J .M. “Wim"
Green, 96 votes; and Jimmy
““Bud’”’ Sims and Eddie
Mauney, with 78 votes each.

Mrs. Gray said Wed-
nesday morning that 223 of
the city’s 283 registered
voters cast ballots in
Tuesday’s election.

Most Local Races Uncontested

With Jumpertown the only
municipality in Prentiss
County with contested races
in Tuesday’s general
election, the election was
mostly a formality for most
of the county’s cities.

BOONEVILLE

As expected, voter turnout
in the general election in

Booneville was extremely
light--City Clerk June
Hutcheson reports a total of
11 persons voted.

Although there were no
contested races in
Booneville, for the can-
didates to officially be
elected to office, each had to
receive at least one vote in
Tuesday’s election.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

20-Year Reunion Planned For New Site 1961 Class

A 20-year reunion for class members, faculty and
spouses of the New Site graduating class of 1961 will be
heldat7 p.m. July 3 in the New Site High School cafeteria.
Each couple is asked to bring snack foods, drinks, etc.,
and todress casially, For more Information,call Charlene
M. Chaffin, 728-7313; Wayne Grimes, 728-8508; or Linda N.

Mock, 366-4901.

Piano, Voice Recital Friday In BHS Auditorium

Piano and voice students of Mrs. Ann Ward will be
presented in a recital this Friday night, June 5, at 7:30 in
the Booneville High School auditorium.
Booneville PAC’s To Meet Tonight

The Title I Parent Teacher Advisorys (PAC’s) of the
Booneville Middle School and the Booneville Elementary
School and the District-wide Title I PAC of the Booneville
Municipal Separate Schools are tomeet at 7 p.m. tonight,
June 4, at the superintendent’s office at 100 South 5th St.
Arnold Family Reunion June 13 At City Park

There will be a homecoming and reunion for the family
of Zechariah Arnold June 13 at the West Side Park. Lunch

will be at noon.

Dry Creek School To Hold Reunion Sunday

Former students and teachers of the Dry Creek School
will have a reunion Sunday, June 7, at the Dry Creek
Community Center; beginning at 9 a.m.

Mrs. Hutcheson said all
seven candidates received
the necessary vote, making
it official.

Booneville's elected of-
ficials for the next four-year
term, beginning in July,
are: Charles Crabb, mayor;
John 0. “Bobby” Lambert,
chief of police; and Bluford
Allen, Norman Young,
Charles Steen, Wade

Lambert and R.G. Houston,
aldermen.

BALDWYN
In Baldwyn's general
election, Mayor M.B.

Rowan, Police Chief John
Conlee and City Clerk J.P.
McWhorter, all incumbents,
were officially re-elected
Tuesday.

(Continued on Page 2)

Man Killed While
Cutting Pine Tree

Funeral services will be
held at 10 a.m. today for a
New Site man who was
killed Monday afternoon
when he was apparently hit
by a tree he had cut down
near his home.

Thurmon C. McCreary, 59,
of Route 1, New Site, was
found dead at the scene of
the accident Monday night
when he did not return home
and family members went to
look for him.

“He was cutting a large
pine tree and it lodged on
two others,” said Prentiss
County Coroner James
Horn. “It appeared to me
that he was sawing the
others down and it kicked off
the stump and hit him on the
left gide of the head.”

“It knocked him back
about 15 feet,”’ he said.

McCreary was apparently
by himself when the ac-
cident occurred, Horn said.
The time of the accident is
not known, but his body was
discovered about 8-8:30
Monday night, he said.

Funeral services will be
held in the East Prentiss
Baptist Church with burial
in the church cemetery.

McCreary was a World
War II veteran and a far-
mer, and was a member of
the Baptist Church.

He is survived by his wife,
Mrs. Maxine McCreary,
three daughters, Connie

‘McCoy and Judy Hall, both

of New Site, and Jane
Tennison of Burton; a sister,
Mrs. Opal Fugitt of New
Site; and seven grand-
children.

McMillan Funeral home is
in charge of arrangements.






