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Defeats 20 -Year Veteran

Lambert Electe

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

In a second Democratic
primary that drew 103 more
voters to the polls than last
week’s first primary, in-
cumbent Chief of Police
f.o¥indell W. Stacy was
defeated Tuesday by
challenger John O. “Bobby”
Lambert.

Lambert, who is currently
serving his second term as
Prentiss County's Fifth

To Tupelo Firm

Disfrrict constable, received
a tiotal of 892 votes in
Tuessday’s election, giving
him. a margin of more than
200 wotes over Chief Stacy’s
673 'votes.

Stiacy is currently serving
his fourth term as
Boomeville’s police chief, a
totall of 20 years. Prior to
beimg elected to that
posiition, he served for a
times as the city’s fire chief.

Lambert also led the
tickiet of five candidates in

the first primary last week,
receiving 697 votes to
Stacy's 652 votes, which
gave him second place.

Johnny L. Nichols, R.C.
Calton and Franklin N.
Oswalt were - elininated
from the running in the first
pirmary.

In the only other race in
this Tuesdays election, R.G.
Houston defeated Jimmy
Jones for the alderman-at-
large post currently held by

Local Bank Announces Sale

The Booneville branch of
the First Mississippi Bank of
Commerce is being sold to
the First Citizens National
Bank of Tupelo, it was an-
nounced last week.

In a joint statement,

“oodie Childers, president
of the First Mississippi Bank
of Commerce, and Guy
Mitchell Jr., chairman of the

board of the First Citizens

National Bank, said the
Walnut-based First
Mississippi Bank of Com-

During April

merrce is selling the prin-
cipail assets of its Booneville
bramch to the Tupelo bank.

Fiirst Citizens National
Bamk will assume all
responsibility for deposits at
the Booneville branch and
will acquire the interest in
landl, buildings and equip-
memt.

“We are delighted with the
oppeortunity to serve the fine
peopple of Booneville and
Premtiss County,” Mitchell

said. “And, we are looking
forward to becoming a part
of this progressive com-
munity.”’

This transaction is subject
to the approval of several
regulatory agencies and the
shareholders of the First
Mississippi Bank of Com-
merce,

The transaction will be
completed as soon as such
approval can be obtained,
Childers and Mitchell said.

Sales Tax Collections Fall

Sales tax collections for
the city of Booneville slipped
again last month, dropping
below the amount of local
taxes collected during the
-ame period one year ago.

For April 1981, Booneville
reported sales tax collec-
tions of $34,107, as compared
with $36,304 during April
1980.

During February and
March of this year, the city’s
state sales tax collections

climbed above what they
were during those same
months in 1880. However, for
seveeral months prior to that,

the city’s collections fell
behiind.
Sttatewide, sales tax

colliections have generated
$533.6 million since last July
1, wp 5.5 percent.over the
same 10-month period last
yeair. The fiscal year ends
Jume 30.

Tthe city of Jackson,

q

The board of directors of
the Prentiss County
Development Association
| have called a special
meeting for next Tuesday
night to discuss with area
civic leaders, officials and
others the past and future
development of PCDA.

The meeting will be held
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May

Special PCDA Meeting
Called For Tuesday

26, in Patterson Hall at
Northeast Junior College,
according to Doug Man-
sell, executive director of
PCDA.

‘“Anyone interested in
the future of the Prentiss
County Development
Association is invited to
attend this meeting,’’
Ma:nsell said.

By NEMJC

as usual, continued to lead
other ‘municpalities during
April in state sales tax
collections, with receipts
amounting to $1,187,346 last
month. This was down
slightly from April 1980
when collections totaled
$1,244,003.

The following are state:

sales tax collections for
April from selected
Mississippi cities, with April
1980 figures in parenthesis.
Aberdeen $38,549
($38,439); Amory $47,416
($45,235); Baldwyn $18,163
($19,614) ; Columbus $190,878
($188,443); Corinth $98,487
($96,273); Fulton $18,628
($23,870); Grenada $79,502
{$63,330); Holly Springs
$35,293 ($31,812); Iuka
$25,968 ($22,976) ;
Kosciusko $41,938
($44,179); New Albany
$42,997 ($44,073); Oxford
$69,093 ($73,307); Pontotoc
$32,459 ($30,253); Ripley
$33,273 ($31,175); Senatobia
$38,932 ($39,291); Starkville
$76,688 ($76,226); Tupelo
$259,530 ($243,778) ; and West
Point $40,122 ($42,457).

Dorm Bids To Be Let

Construction on two new
dormitories at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College in
Booneville is a step closer to
reality.

* The school’s board of
trustees voted approval of
advertising for bids on the
$2.5 million project Tuesday
of last week.

 The project, which calls
for both a new men’s dorm
and a new women’s dorm,
will be funded through a
Farmers Home
Administration loan which

was approved in late
February.
When .completed, the

women’s dorm, at five
stories, is expected to be the
tallest such structure in
Prentiss County. Housing
space for 119 female
students will be available in
the new dorm.
- The men’s dorm will
feature motel-type con-
JeStruction with outdoor
"corridors. At three stories, it
“<will house 116 male
students.
} Northeast officiale are

awaiting final approval by
the federal agency before
advertising the project.
‘“Right now, the bids and
specifications (of the
project) have been directed
to FmHA in Jackson for
their review,”” Northeast
President Harold T. White
said last week. “Following
their review and comment,
they will be brought back to

the college (trustees) for
their review and in-
specction.”

‘“The architect will

finalize the plans and then
we will put it on the market
for bids,” White said.

Im other action during last
week’s meeting, the college
trustees approved . ad-
vertising for bids on a
football stadium renovation
project.

This project includes the
replacing of all seating
facilities at the football field,
plus the possibility of con-
structing a track around the
playing field.

White indicated that 5,200
new metal seats will be

installed to replace the
existing 3,000 bleacher-type
seats. The cost of the project
is estimated at $450,000 to
$475,000.

Last week the board of
trustees also approved an
overall 10 percent pay hike
for the faculty.
Administration, staff and
maintenance employees will
receive a seven percent
salary increase.

Faculty member. will
receive the same overall
seven percent pay hike as
the other employees, plus a
three percent raise
authorized by state
legislation, White said.

The raises will be granted
on base salaries. The total
pay hike package is ex-
pected to add about $300,000
to the college’s $3.5 million
annual payroll.

The trustees also extended
the “longevity” pay. The
college previously limited
the $200 per year to 13 years.
Faculty will now be paid the
$200 per year through 14
years.

Jack Arnold. Arnold, along
with five other aldermen
candidates were defeated in
last week’s election.

Houston received 811 votes
Tuesday, to 723 votes for
Jones.

This means the city’s
aldermen for the next four
years will be Houston,
Bluford Allen, Norman
Young, Charles Steenand F.

AN Fmonoml,zsg g’
time. It marks a m

Wade Lambert.

Arnold was the only in-
cumbent Booneville
alderman not to be re-
elected. Other candidates
for aldermen who were
eliminated last week are
G.T. Pharr, Perry Hen-
derson, James C. “Jack”
Kendrick, Jerry L. Christian
and Willie D. “‘Dicie”
Jumper.

In Prentiss County

4 the livta of thosg' Hivalved,
students and the parents. Never again willthings be qul&e the s'kmﬁui\ls a
time filled with mixéd emotions: happiness at achieveing a gonlssadivess
at seeing it come to an end, and possibly even relief at having it over with.

Incumbent Mayor Charles
Crabb was unopposed in his
bid for re-election to a
second term.

Since no Republican or
Independent candidates
have qualified in
Booneville’s election this
term, Crabb, Lambert and
the five aldermen will be
unopposed in the city’s
general election on June 2.

d To Chief Of Police

The deadline is past for
qualifying as either a
Republican or an
Independent in that election.

According to City Clerk
June Hutcheson, last week's
election drew 1,477 voters to
tthe polls. The large amount
of interest inthe two races in
tthe runoff election this week
iis evidenced by the fact that
more than 100 additional

Post

voters, a total of 1,580,
turned out this week to vote.
The count in Tuesday’s
second primary was cer-
tified by the city's election
commissioners within about
an hour of the 6 p.m. closing
of the polls
of the city's newly'
elected officials will take
office July 6, according to
Mrs. Hutcheson,

: ofthe feelings qu.mnmma itis a ¢ay that will never be

pes similur ¢o this one of Beverly Geivlard Sanday afternowi
-at Booneyille High School’s graduation have been enacted with regularity
during the:past two weeks as Prentiss County’s seniors concluded thelr:.
high school careers. (Photo by Ken Christlan) y

‘Unemployment Rate Drops Three Points

Prentiss County’s
unemployment rate took a
drastic drop during April,
falling more than three
percentage points from the
previous month.

The county’s unem-

ployment rate for April was
9.0 percent, according to
Charles Smith, head of the
Corinth office' of the
Mississippi Employment
Security Commission

(MESC). The county’s rate

HEATED CAMPAIGN!—The bid for votes in Tuesday’s
runoff election became heated indeed, as evidenced by the
temperature reading on the downtown clock of the Peoples
Bank and Trust Company! Actually, due to a malfunction,
the clock was showing 100 degrees more than the actual

temperature,

which was about 71 degrees.

for March was 13.1 percent.
April is the first month
Prentiss County’s jobless
rate has fallen below the 10
percent level since January,
when it stood at 8.6 percent.
Smith indicated that
although employment
across the county increased,
the total labor force and the
total number of unem-
ployeds fell.
- According to Smith, the
number of persons working
in Prentiss County rose from
9,320 in March to 9,380 in
April. The total labor force
declined from 10,720 to 10,310
and the number of unem-
ployeds dropped from 1,400
to 930 during the month.
Manufacturing in Prentiss
County held stable during

April while . non-
manufacturing jobs in-
creased. .” Smith said
manufacturing jobs

remained at 2,570 while non-
manufacturing trades grew
from 3,780 to 3,810 during
April.

Decreases in the jobless
rate throughout Northeast
Mississippi are similiar to
that of Prentiss County.

The combined unem-
ployment rate for Alcorn,
Prentiss, Tippah and
Tishomingo Counties, the
area served by the Corinth
office of MESC, fell from
12.6 percent in March to 9.7

percent in April.
Smith cites seasonal
factors, including con-

struction work, as being

Caveness Appointed To
YC Watershed Board

Gov. William Winter has
announced the appointment
of Robert Caveness of
Booneville as a member of
the board of directors of the
Yellow Creek Watershed
Authority.

Caveness is one of three
people appointed by the
governor to the board.

The Authority is
responsible for creating a
plan for the comprehensive
development of the
resources of the Yellow
Creek watershed, including
agriculture, forestry,
drainage and flood control,
land reclamation, electric
power utilization, irrigation,
water conhservation,
recreation, public health
and education.

“I am extremely pleased
to have Mr. Caveness serve
as a member of the board of
directors of the Yellow

Creek Watershed
Authroity,”” Gov. Winter
said.

“His acceptance of this

positior: it indicative of the
caliber of people we are
attracting to serve the people
of - Mississiipi,” he said.
“His willigness to serve in
this capacity will help us
bring more professionalism
and effectiveness to state
government.”’

responsible for the decrease

" in joblessness,

Alcorn County saw the
smallest decline in unem-
ployment, with the jobless
rate falling from 148 per-
cent to 143 percent during
April.

Tippah County’s unem-
ployment rate decreased
from 10.4 percent in March
to 69 percent in April
Tishomingo County’s jobless
rate fell from 11,3 percent to
6.9 percent.

Statewide, the unem-
ployment rate also dropped
to its lowest point this year,
standing at 7.6 percent. The
rate in March was 8.6 per-
cent.

Last April’'s unem-
ployment rate for the state
was 6.6 percent.

The 7.6 percent unem-
ployment rate for the state
was higher than the 70
percent national rate for
April. MESC figures show
76,900 unemployed and
940,700 employed out of a
civilian labor force of
1,017,600.

Seventy-two of the state’s
82 counties showed a
decrease in their unem-
ployment rates for April,
while only 10 reported in-

creases.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Booneville Summer School Registration Wednesday
Registration for summer school classes at Booneville
High School will be at 8 a.m. Wednesday, May 27, ac-
cording to Principal Mac Curlee. Courses to be offered are
American Government and Driver's Education. The fee

for the courses is $75 each.

Timber Hills Provides HOPE For Prentiss Countians
The Timber Hills Mental Health Services provides
HOPE (Helping Others in Personal Emergencies), a
crisis telephone counseling service, for Prentiss County
residents. For help, phone 728-3174 from 8 a.m. until 4:48,
Monday through Friday. After hours and on weekends,

phone 1-286-9209 toll-free.






