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By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Prentiss County’s
economy could get a needed
shot in the arm if a
nationally known company,
now looking at Booneville as
® possible site, decides to

icate a new plant here.

It was revealed this week
that such a company is
considering the Prentiss
County Industrial Park in
Booneville for the location of
a new plant.

“It is a documented fact
that an industry of this size

é'Key Community

couldl mean an additional $1
millicon in annual income, an
additiional $800,000 in retail
sales, could result in an
additiional $35,000 in sales
taxes and over $50,000 in all
other taxes inside the
countty,” said Doug Mansell,
execuitive director of the
Prenttiss County Develop-
ment; Association.
Reppresentatives from the
comprany, whose name has
not yet been made public,
have looked at several mid-
southh communities for the
locatiion of the plant. They
have narrowed their choice

to two, one of which is
Booneville, according to
Mansell.

The company’s
representatives have visited
industrial sites and
manufacturing plants
throughout Prentiss and the
surrounding counties,
gathering information on
which to base their final
decision, Booneville Mayor
Charles Crabb said Monday.

The response to a labor
survey being conducted this
week in Prentiss County
could be the determining
factor in whether or not the

company locates in
Booneville, Crabb and
Mansell indicated. This

survey is designed to give
the company an indication of
the number of potential
employees available.

A survey form appears on
Page 16 of today’s Banner-
Independent and others
have been distributed
throughout the community.
Copies of the form are also
available at the PCDA office
and at the State
Employment Office, both
located at the corner of
Court and Main streets; at

’Program Could

Bring New Industry To County

. By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The first step was taken
Monday night in a program
that could enhance Prentiss
County’s prospects of get-
ting additional industry in
the future.

George McFarland, of the
Mississippi = Research and
Development Center, and
Roy Braswell, of the
Mississippi Department of
Economic Development,
met with the Prentiss
County Development
Association’s board of

direcctors Monday night to
expllain the ‘‘Key Com-
mumity’’ program, a
progiram in which the PCDA
dire:ctors have voted to
partiicipate.

Ome of the main purposes
of {the Key Community
progfram is to provide the
Depiartment of Economic
Deveelopment with an in-
venttory of ' communities
throwghout the statethat can
deall effectively with in-
dust:rial firms.

E@ach community that
.successfully completes the

seven categories in the
program will be given
priority consideration by
state developers when they
are approached by in-
dustrial prospects seeking a
community in which to
locate.

“The communities of the
state are competing for
industrial prospects,” said
Charles Walden, PCDA
president. “If we complete
the Key Community
program, it gives us a better
chance of getting those
prospects.”

“You are putting yourself
in a position to get more
prospects from all over—out
of state and in-
ternationally,” Braswell
said in agreement.

“] think you (Prentiss
County) have done a good
job in the past,” he said.
“The fact that you have the
industrial park and the
college is a good asset.”

‘‘Prentiss
biggest problem is the
economics of its location,”
McFarland said. ‘“There are

(Continued on Page 2)

Another Rate Increase Coming

Prentiss Countians can
expect another rate increase
on their electric power,
beginning with the bills
received during the first of

May.

The TVA Board of
Directors, meeting in
Knoxville in February,

approved a net 9.3 percent
increase in electric rates,
effective April 2, as the
second step of a rate boost
that started last October to
fund the 1981 Office of Power
budget.

TVA Manager of Power
Hugh G. Parris said he
Jecommended the increase
“reluctantly” because he
knows it means ‘‘some

INTOXIMETER DEMONSTRATION—Booneville Policeman Joe

. Whitehead (center) last Thursday visited science classes being taught by
Ken Shackelford (shown standing to Whitehead's left) at Anderson Junior
High School to demonstrate the use of the intoximeter, a device used to
"determine the amount of alcohol a person has consumed. This device is
used by law enforcement agencies to determine if a suspect has had
enough to drink to be charged with DUI or DWI. In the demonstration, a

people will have utility bills
which cause severe financial
hardiships.”’

Alithough the 9.3 percent is
TVA'’s wholesale increase to
its ~ 160 local power
disttributors, Prentiss
Coumtians can expect to see
about the same increase in
their bills beginning in May.

J.'W. Abernethy, manager
of 'the Prentiss County
Electric Power Association
which distributes TVA
power locally, said Tuesday
that the local association
will have to pass practically
the entire 9.3 percent in-
creaise to its custoimers.

“Iit will be approximately
the same percentage in-

crease,”’ he said. ‘“Bills
received the first of May and
thereafter will have the
increase.”

Action on the rate increase
by the board in Knoxville
occurred by a 2-1 vote after a
meeting of more than two
hours. During the meeting
several members of the
public addressed the TVA
board.

Board c¢hairman David
Freeman and director
Richard Freeman both
voted for the increase.
Director Robert Clement
voted against it.

Chairman Freeman calied
the rate increase ‘“the lowest
amount we can get by with

to meet the statutory test in
the TVA Act, which I have
no discretion over, but must
obey.”

Director Freeman said,
“with no great happiness, I
vote to support the
recommendation of the staff
to increase rates 9.3 per-
cent.”

Clement said he had
previously stated his op-
position to the increase, and
voted ‘“‘no.”

The 9.3 percent increase
will produce revenues of
$161 million. The Office of
Power estimated that TVA
will need additional
revenues of $221 million over

(Continued on Page 2)

County's

the Boonevilie City Hall on
Main Street; and from the
Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors in the cour-
thouse.

Anyone who is interested
in working for the company
if it decides to locate here,
should complete one of the
forms and return it by next
Wednesday, March 18, to
one of the above locations, or
mail it to PCDA, P.O. Box
672, Booneville, MS 38829.

Wherever the company
decides to locate the new
plant, it will initially hire
between 70 and 80 local

employees, mostly male,
and may eventually hire as
many as 200. The
availability of potential
employees will be a major
factor in deciding whether
or not the plant is located in
Prentiss County, company
officials have indicated.
The company says it is
interested in hiring “in-
telligent, trainable labor.”
If Booneville is selected as
the site for the plant, the
company plans to work with
the Northeast Junior College
in establishing a training
program, Mayor Crabb said.
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"KEY COMMUNITY' MEETING—Roy Braswell (right),
of the Mississippi Department of Economic Development,

and George McFarland

(second

from right), of the

Mississippi Research and Development Center, met with
the PCDA board of directors Monday night in an orientation
presentation for the Key Community Program, which is

Two-Day Event

Boone Hill Festival

The second annual Boone
Hill Festival will be held in

Booneville Friday and
Saturday, May 1 and 2,
according to Keith
Shackelford, chairman of

the festival steering com-
mittee.

The committee has met
several times in recent
weeks to coordinate events
for the festival and hopes
are high that the event will

volunteer who used a little mouthwash and then breathed into the
measuring device achieved a reading that indicated he was too drunk to
drive. After a 15 minute wait, the test was given again and the machine
indicated that he had ‘‘sobered up.”
minutes apart are required when testing a suspect, to insure that a false
reading is not accepted.

Whitehead said that two tests 15

(Photo by Ken Christian.)

be even larger than last
year.

“The response has been
great so far,” Shackelford
said. “We expect most of
last year’s events to be
repeated this year, and we
are currently working to line
up several additional ac-
tivities that should make the
festival even more at-
tractive.”

Stressing that the
aquisition of the new plant
would benefit the county as
well as the city, the mayor

called the industrial
prospect a ‘“very reliable
company.”

If they choose Booneville,
the company plans to build a
50,000 sq. ft. building on 20-25
acres in the industrial park
at a cost of about $7 million
ffor the plant and equipment,
(Crabb said.

The company has in-
dicated that they could
expand the plant after about
fiour years at an addition $4

£l
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New Industrial Plant May Locate In Booneville

million, he said.

“These people have been
accredited through the state
and meet high standards,”
Mansell said.

“I would like to encourage

those people in Prentiss
County who might be
seeking this type em-

ployment to fill out the
survey form and get one to
their friends and neighbors
who might be interested,”
he said.

The week-long labor
survey will be concluded
next Wednesday, he said.

designed to aid the' comniunity in obtxining new industry.
Seated at the lable with them are (from left) Vickie

Hastings of the PCDA office;

Boug Mansell, PCDA

cxecutive director; and Charles Walden, president of the

director.

Planned For May

Included in the events
already scheduled for this
year’s festival are the Hill
Country Run, Miss Boone
Hill Beauty Pageant, arts
and crafts displays in the

downtown area, and an art
show at the George E. Allen
Library.

“We expect many other
events to be added soon,

Shackelford said, ‘*‘and 1
would like to remind the
heads of charitable
organizations that the
festival is a perfect vehicle
for their fundraising

projects.

Anyone wishing more
information on scheduling
events for the festival may
call Shackelford at 728-3880

Local Residents Wear Red
For The Atlanta Children

As the search continues in
Atlanta for the killer of 20 of
the city’s black children, a
group of local citizens are
asking Prentiss Countians to
show their support for the
victims and their families.

“We are asking the people
of Booneville and Prentiss
County to show courage and
strength by wearing a red
ribbon and by praying for an
end to the tragedy,” said
Shelia Hastings, organizer
and spokesman for the
group.

FmHA

Confirms
Loan

Mark Hazard, state
director of the Farmers
Home Administration, has
officially announced the
approval of a loan of $2.5
million to the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College in
Booneville.

These funds, to be repaid
over a period of 40 years at a
5 percent interest rate, will
be used to construct two new
dormitories on the college
campus to house 235
students.

Miss Hastings and other
members of the community
have formed a committee to
promote the wearing of the
red ribbons and to raise
funds to help in the cause.
Donations can be made at
several locations in the
Sunflower community and in
downtown Booneville.

“The tragedy of events
surrounding Atlanta’s black
children is becoming a
global concern among many
people,” Miss Hastings said.
**All across our great nation,
people are involving
themselves by showing
togetherness during this
wave of unjustified deaths.”

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

County Spelling Bee Set For Tuesday Night
The annual Prentiss County Spelling Bee will be held at

7 p.nm.

Tuesday, March 17,
Prentiss (‘ounty courthouse.

in the courtroom of the
Twenty-five students, five

from each of the county schools, will participate. The
winner will compete in the Mid-South Spelling Bee at
Memphis State University April 24.
Thrasher PTO To Meet Monday Night

The Thrasher PTO will meet Monday night, March 16,
at 7 p.m. at the high school. After the business meeting,

the

Thrasher High School Chorus will perform.

All

parents and teachers are heing urged to attend.

Gospel Singing At Siloam Church March 21
There will be a gospel singing at the Siloam Methodist

Church Saturday, March 21,

beginning at 7 p.n. The

Singing Echoes Quartet will be featured.

Marietta Church Will Host Singing Sunday

There will be a

singing at the Marietta Baptist Church

sunday, March 15, beginning at 1:30 p.m. The featured
singers will be the Relations Quartet from Nettleton.






