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After Midnight Chase

Two escapees from the
Aleorn County Jail were re-
captured in Prentiss County
near Frankstown Tuesday
morning after a harrowing
chase by Booneville police
officers -down U.S. 45 the
night before.

The two men, James
Austin, 20, and William
Abbey, 20, both of Tupelo,
reportedly escaped from the
Alcorn County Jail Sunday
night and apparently
worked their way down the
ICG railroad tracks from
Corinth to Booneville.

When the escapees
arrived at SCP Inc, a
Booneville plastics factory
located adjacent to the
railroad, they apparently
stole a pickup from the

parrking lot in an attempt to
get: to Tupelo.

A worker at the plant
callled the Booneville Police
Dejpartment about 12:20
p.m. Tuesday and reported
thait he had just seen two
me:n drive off in a pickup
owmned by Tim Gann of SCP.

Although no description of
the: vehicle was given on the
radlio, Booneville policeman
David Wesson said that, as
he and officer Eddie Miller
approached the red light at
the: Northeast Mississippi
Hosspital, he spotted a 1979
mairoon pickup heading
sounth on U.S. 45. He said he
rec:ognized the pickup as
bellonging to Gann.

T'he two officers im-
mediately gave pursuit and

There will be no May 12
election at Marietta.

According to a
spokesman  for ' the
Marietta City Hall, the
May 12 primary election
will be dispensed with due
to the fact that only five
candidates qualified for
the five available positions
on the board of aldermen,
and only one candidate
qualified for the office of
mayor. 3

Tommy Harris
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No May 12 Election

For Marietta

Heirshal Pharr Sr., along
witth incumbents Hollis
Phiarr, C.T. Moore and
Ke:nneth Moreland,
qu:alified for the five
possitions on the board of
aldiermen, Incumbent
James C. Pharr is the only
camdidate to have qualified
for' mayor. 5

Marietta will hold the
gemeral election on June 2,
the spokesman for the city
i,

radioed for assistance, he
said.

The officers chased the
two men down the highway
toward Frankstown, firing
approximately 20 rounds at
the truck in an attempt to
shoot out the vehicle’s tires,
Wesson said.

As the vehicles ap-
proached Frankstown,
another Booneville officer,
Gurley Williams, passed
both vehicles in another
patrol car in an attempt to
get far encugh ahead to
block the road at a bridge,
Wesson said.

When Williams got in front
of the pickup and saw that he
could not get to the bridge in
time to block it, he hit his
breaks, Wesson said.

“They (the fugitives)
thoughthe was going to lock
it up, and swerved off the
highway,” Wesson said.

The pickup left the road
between the last two bridges
before reaching Frankstown
and flipped over three times,
Wesson said. Neither of the
patrol cars were damaged,
he said.

When the officers arrived
at the scene, the fugitives
had already gotton out of the
pickup and had run off,
Wesson said.

‘““They probably were
thrown from the truck when
the windshield broke out,”
he speculated.

Wesson said that, ap-
parently due to the age of the
pickup, the chase never

Alcorn Escapees Captured At Frankstown

exceeded 80 mph.

To help search for the two
men, other law enforcement
agents were called in, in-
cluding members of the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department, the Alcorn
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, the Mississippi High-
way Patrol, and officers and
dogs from Parchman prison.

The escapees were finally
located about 10:45 Tuesday
morning hiding beneath
some underbrush at a creek
a short distance from where
the pickup wrecked.

Austin and Abbey, along
with two other prisoners,
had reportedly escaped
from the Alcorn County Jail

(Continued on Page 2)

Municipal Primary Elections

Will Be Held Next Tuesday

Prentiss County residents
who live in Booneville,
Baldwyn and Rienzi will
have a chance to cast their
votes for city officials in the
cities’ primaries Tuesday.

Both Jumpertown and
Marietta have announced
they will not hold primary
elections, only general
elections on June 2.

There will be 19 can-

didates on the ballot in-
Booneville, Mayor Charles
Crabb il unupposed; but 13
candidates are running for

STOLEN MERCHANDISE—Approximately $45,000 worth of merchandise and equip-
ment were taken from the Prentis:s County Co-Op by burglars Saturday night after they cut
the wires to the store’s burglar alarm. Nine 5-gallon cans of Treflan, 400 gallons of
Basagran, and a spreader truck were taken but were later recovered by Booneville Police.

¥ Burglars’ Getaway Attempt
Foiled By City Policemen

The altertness of a
Booneville Police officer
prevented thieves from
getting away with about
$45,000 worth of mer-
chandise and equipment
from the Prentiss County
Co-Op Saturday night.

Assistant Police Chief
Bobby Jones, accompanied
in his patrol car by off-duty
policeman Sam McGee, was

on routine patrol about 11:30

Saturday night on Lake
Street in the Sunflower
community when he met a
spreader truck owned by the
Prentiss County Co-Op.

“1 wondered what the Co-

Op truck was doing out so

late at night,” Jones said

later. “And as I got closer’

the driver leaned over so
that I couldn't see who it
was.”’

The officer said he made a

U-turn and pulled in behind
the truck.
“When he did, the driver of
the truck opened the door
and jumped out, leaving the
truck rolling down the road
without a driver while he ran
off inte thé woeeds.

ILuckily the truck didn’t hit’
anything and came torestin
a field, Jones said.

Police officers im-
mediately started a search
for the driver of the truck,
but he managed to elude
them.

Further investigation
revealed that the spreader
truck was loaded with nine 5-
gaillon cans of Treflan and 80
caises (400 gallons) of
Basagran, all taken from the
Prrentiss County Co-Op.

'The Booneville Police
Department reported the
tottal value of for the fer-
tilizer and the truck the
burglars attempted to take
from the Co-Op to be $45,000.
All of it was recovered, the
department reported.

Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy said that, prior
to the break-in, the spreader
truck was parked inside a
wire fence at the Co-Op with
the keys in the ignitition.

The burglar cut the wires
to an alarm on the building

and then built a blind to

shield themselves from the
rmad, he said.

“They. cut the wire,
crawled through the fence,
and broke out a window to
get inside the building,”
Stacy said.

“They raised the door just
high enough so it wouldn’t
show, and pushed the

Treflan out and loaded it on °

the truck,” he said.

After the truck was
loaded, the burglars cut the
chain on the gate and drove
the truck out. “That’s when
Jones met him,” the chief
said.

Because of the blind build
by the burglars, “you would
have to be behind the
buildng to see what they
were doing,” Stacy said.
“You couldn’t see it at all
from the road.”

Although there was only
one person in the truck when
it was spotted by Jones,
Chief Stacy said there were
probably more than one
person involved.

‘‘We have some
prospects,” he said. “It is
being  thoroughly in-
vestigated by state and local
investigators.”

alderman and five for chief

of police.
All  five incumbent
Booneville aldermen--

Bluford Allen, Jack Arneld,
Wade Lambert, Charles
Steen and Norman Young-
are seeking re-election.
They are being challenzed
by  Willie D.
Jumper, Jimmy Joxues,
James C. “Jack” Kendrivi,
Perry Henderson, G/T

Pharr, R.G. Houstor; Jer:

L. Christian and Staniey
Downs.

“Dicey’™

In the race for Booneville
Chief of Police, incumbent
W.W. Stacy is being
challenged by John O.
“Bob” Lambert, Franklin
Nolon Oswalt, R.C. Calton
and Johnny Lee Nichols.

City Clerk June Hutcheson
said the polls for
Booneville's election will
open at 7 a.m. Tuesday and
will close at 6 p.m. All votes

- will be east at the City HaH,

In Baldwyn, ihcux'ﬁké‘:‘;&:a

(Continued on Page 14)

Former School Teachgf
Files Suit Against City

A former Booneville
school teacher, who did not
receive a job with the
Booneville Separate School
District when the city
schools separated from the
Prentiss County School
System last summer, has
filed a federal suit in U.S.
District Court in Aberdeen
seeking $250,000 in damages.

Eddie Jumper, a black,

taught math and science for
four years at Anderson
Junior High School while the
city schools were still in the
Prentiss County School
system.
- He lost his job when the
Booneville schools split from
the county school system in
July 1980 to form a separate
school district, the suit
claims.

Named as defendants in
the suit are city supt. Troy
Henderson, Dr. William H.
Preston Jr., president of the
city school board, and school
board members Betty

F ormer NE
To Address

E.A. Knight, executive
assistant to the president of
Mississippi University for
Women, will deliver the
commencement address for
the 33rd annual graduation
ceremony at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College at
8 p.m, Friday, May 8, in the
Bonner Arnold Coliseum.

Some 305 candidates are
expected to receive degrees
and certificates.

A native of Meridian,
Knight attended public
schools there prior to at-
tending Millsaps College and
Tulane University. In 1954
he received a B.S. degree
from the University of
Southern Mississippi and
received an M.A. degree
from Southern in 1957.

Knight’s teaching career
began in 1948 at the age of 18
and he has taught in Scolt

Anderson, Richard Coggins,
William Morgan, and R.B.
Prichard.

In his suit, Jumper says he
was recommended for re-
employment before learning
Anderson Junior High
School would become a part
of the separate school
district.

The suit says that Jumper
and other teachers at
Anderson received notices
from county supt. Lex Cain
in late 1979 stating the school
would join ‘the Booneville
district on July 1, 1980, and
that his contract would not
be renewed with the
Prentiss County School
District for the next school
year.

The federal suit maintains
that Jumper and other
teachers received letters
from the board of trustees of
the Booneville district on
March 21, 1980, inviting

(Continued on Page 12)

President

Graduates

and Lauderdale Counties.
His appointment as

Registrar and Assistant
Dean at East Mississippi
Junior College at Scooba in

(Continued on Page 14)

E.A. KNIGHT

EXTRA LARGE—Sporting an oversized Hill Country Run T-shirt, an unidentified
youngster encourages runners in Saturday morning’s 5,000 meter run. Held in connection
with the second annual Boome-Hill Festival, the Hill Country Run through the streets of
Booneville drew 104 enirants of all ages. For results of the run, see details inside today’s
sports’ section. (Photo by Ken Christian )

Trespassing Charges Against
Sheriff McCauley Dismissed

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Charges of malicious
trespassing, filed last month
by a Booneville woman
against Sheriff John
McCauley, his son, and a
sheriff’s department radio
operator, were dismissed
“without prejudice” during
a pre-trial hearing in the
Prentiss County Courthouse
Friday morning.

Mrs. Myra Tyra of the
August Circle Apartments
had filed the trespassing
charges on April 11 with
second district Justice Court
Judge Dexter Cadle.

She claimed that Sheriff
McCauley, his son Ralph,
and radio operator Jim
Newby had entered and
searched her apartment
illegally on the afternoon of
April 8 while looking for her
husband, Ed Tyra.

She said she had known
that an arrest warrant had
been issued for Tyra in Lee
County, but that since she
and her husband were
separated and in the process
of getting a divorce, she had
not seen him for some time.

After questioning Mrs.
Tyra under oath at Friday’s
hearing, defense attorney
Thomas Keenum moved
that the charges be
dismissed.

He contended {hat,

although they did not have a
search warrant, the sheriff
and the other two defendants
had acted according to the
law since they had entered
Mrs. Tyra's apartment in
pursuit of a suspected felon
for whom a warrant had
been issued.

Since Mrs. Tyra had not

engaged an attorney to
serve as a special
prosecutor, County Attorney
John Hatcher acted in his
normal capacity as
prosecutor,

However, he agreed with
Keenum and declined to

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

BHS Awards Day Today In School Auditorium
Booneville High School’s annual Awards Day will be

held at 10:30 a.m. today in the BHS auditorium. “All

-parents and the public are invited,” said principal Mac

Curlee.

Beckeeping Meeting Set For Monday

An organizational meeting for 4-H beekeepers will be
held at 6 p.m. May 11 in the Extension Conference Room
at 404 East Church St. J.W. Archer will be the 4-H leader
and Scott Floyd the teen leader. Anyone who is interested
hut will be unable to attend the meeting, should call 728-

2651,

Donkey Baskethall Tonight At Thrasher

A Donkey Baskeiball game will be played at the
Thrasher High School gy tonight, beginning at 7:30. The
Thrasher PTO is sponsoring the game.

Watercolor And Drawing Classes To Register
teaastration  for watercolor and drawing classes
ponsored by the  Organization  for Handicapped
Mississippians will be held at 7 p.m. May 12 at 218 North
Fust SULoacross from Prentiss Manufacturing.  For
noore anlornation, call 728 3820 or 728-7110.






