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Off-Duty Firemen
To Get Pagers

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

If you are sitting in a
=estaurant or at 2 meeting
ometime soon and the
person next to you suddenly
starts emitting strange
sounding squeaks and
squeals, don’t be alarmed.
He isn't a visitor from outer
space.He is probably just a
Booneville fireman.

The city is planning to
purchase 14 tone and voice
agers so that off-duty
t.remen can be notified
instantly if their assistance
is needed to fight a fire.

‘“‘Presently, it is ex-
tremmely difficult to alert off-
dutyy firemen to respond to
fire: alarm calls,” Mayor
Charles Crabb said. ‘“By
improving the speed of
molbilization, the Booneville
Firre Department can
sigmificantly improve the
resgponse time to fires in the
cityy and county, but in ad-
dition, provide a larger fire
fightting force at the scene of
the fire.”

T'he Booneville Fire
Department has a total of 21
fire:men, Crabb said. Only
sevien are on duty at any one
time. If there is a major fire

new look.
In an effort

oane.

A New Look!

" Beginning this week, The Bamner-Independent has o

to improve the appearance of the
newspaper, we have redesigned tthe flag at the top of page

The old flag served well for eiight years. since March
1973. However, we feel the type sityle we are now using is
much neater. cleaner and will iimprove the overall ap
pearance of the newspaper. -

Long time readers may find the new flag a bit nostalgic

In the 1950°s. prior to the conssolidation of the Banner
and the Independent, The Roonwville Banner used the
same style of type, Old English., in their page one (lag.

and the off-duty firemen are
needed, the dispatcher must
call each individually--a
time consuming task. ‘

Once the pager system is
in operation, the fire
department will distribute
the pagers to the off-duty
firemen who will have the
units with them at all times.
In the event of a fire, the
dispatcher can notify all the
off-duty firemen
simultaneously over the
pagers.

““This action
significantly improve the
mobilization and fire
fighting capabilities of the
Booneville Fire Depart-
ment,”’ Crabb said.

The total cost of the 14
Motorola “‘Spirit” tone and
voice pagers, complete with
rechargeable batteries and
single unit chargers, is
estimated to be about $3,920.

Mayor Crabb was notified
this week that the
Mississippi Forestry
Commission has approved
the city’s application for
federal funds from the Rural
Community Fire Protection
Program to assist in the
purchase of the pagers.

State Forester R.C. Allen
notified Mayor Crabb in a

should

(Continued on Page 2)

Thrasher Student Wins
County Spelling Bee

Tracy Taylor ‘‘hood-
winked’’ her opponents
Tuesday night to win the
Prentiss County Spelling
Bee.

That was the word she
welled to win the title of
champion speller.

Tracy and 24 other

students, five from each of
the Prentiss County schools,

participated in the spelling
comtest Tuesday night in the
courtroom of the Pientiss
County Courthouse.

Jay Lowrey, who came in
seccond in the contest,
misspelled the word “in-
cemse’ to give the cham-
piomship to Tracy. Tracy
successfully spelled ‘‘in-
cemse’ and one additional

at pronouncer Dr. Anne

Gaddis during the Preatiss County Spelling Bee to see il she
spelled her word correctly. Tracy was the champion speller
in the contest held Tuesday night in the Prentiss County
Courthouse. (Pheto by Ken Christian)

word, ‘“hoodwink,” to win.

A few words earlier, both
Jay and Tracy misspelled
‘‘reverence,’’

Tracy, the 13-year-old
daughter of Roy Taylor, is
an 8th grade student at
Thrasher school. Mrs.
Margaret Goddard was her
sponsor.

Jay is the 12-year-old son
of Tony and Kay Lowrey. He
is a 7th grade student at
Hill's Chapel Attendance
Center and his sponser was
Mrs. Edith English.

Sharon Cagle, 12-year-old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Max L. Cagle, took third
place in the spelling bee.

She is a 7th grade student
at Wheeler Attendance
Center and Mrs. Tina Moore
was her sponsor. She
misspelled “pompous.’”

Dean Bearden, 13-year-old
son of Ray and Geraldine
Bearden, placed fourth in
the spelling contest.

He is in the 8th grade at
Hill's Chapel Attendance
Center and his sponsor was
Mrs. Edith English. He
misspelled “prejudice.”

Agsistant Superintendent
of Education Donald
Johnson served as master of
ceremonies for the contest in
the absence of Superin-
tendent Lex Cain who is a
patient in the North
Mississippi Medical Center
in Tupelo.

Dr. Anne Gaddis of
Northeast Junior College
pronounced the words for
the contestants. Mrs. Versie
Jones was the dictionary
consultant and Mrs. Vessie
Ferrell was the monitor.

Mrs. Reba DePoyster

~coordinated the spelling bee.

As winner of the county
spelling bee, Tracy will
compete in the Mid-South
Spelling Bee sponsored by
The Press-Scimitar at 6:30
p.m. Friday, April 24. in the
University Center Ballroom
of Memphis State Univer-
sity.

The winner of the Mid-
South Spelling Bee will
compete in the National
Spelling Bee in W ashington,
D.C.. in June.

OUT OF CONTROI—Friday the 13th lived up to its name for Andrew Shinault of High-
way 45 South when his wood frame house was destroyved by fire about 4:30 that afternoon.
‘The fire reportedly began in the bathroom, cause unknown. The Wheeler Fire Department
and the quick response truck from the Booneville Fire Department responded to the call.
Fireman Bill Prather Jr. is shown baltling the blaze. (Photo by Ken Christian.)

Take Effect Sunday

Postage Rates Increased

It’s going to cost an ad-
ditional three cents to mail a
letter starting next week.

New U.S. Postal Service
rates take effect Sunday,
March 22, and after that
date it will cost 18 cents to
mail a standard size letter.

The new rate for First-
Class letters will be 18 cents
for the first ounce or fraction
of an ounce and 17 cents for
each additional ounce or
fraction of an ounce, not to
exceed 12 ounces.

The rate for postcards will
be 12 cents per piece.

Stamp books containing 24
of the 18 cent stamps will
cost $4.32 at the Booneville
Post Office. Stamped en-
velopes will cost 22 cents
each.

“We will have an ample
supply of three cent stamps
for those who have 15 cent
stamps remaining,’’
Booneville Postmaster Jack
Wright said.

The new 18 cent stamp will

For City Election

Two Candidates

With less than a month
remaining until the
deadline, Jimmy Jones and
Bluford Allen have become
the third and fourth can-
didates to qualify for
election to one of the city's
five aldermen-at-large posts
in this summer’s municipal

election.

Jones, owner of Gray's
Department Store, is the son
of W.T. and the late Antlean
Jones. He is married to the
former Sherion Timbes,
daughter of Louise Timbes
and the late J.W. Timbes,
who was serving on the

Correction

It was incorrectly
reported in a caption under
a photo in last week's
paper that two intoximeter
tests are given 15 minutes
apart by law enforcement
agencies to a person
suspected of driving under
the influence of alcohol
(DUD or driving while
intoxicated (DWI).

Only one test is given

such suspects. The second

test was wused in a
classroom demonstration
only.

In the demonstration, a
student was tested im-
mediately after using
mouthwash. He failed the
test. In the second test 15
minutes later, hardly any
trace of the alcohol con-
tained in the mouthwash
registered on the machine.

be purple in color and will be
based on a design which was
originally used on the 8 cent
embossed stamped envelope
designed by Bradbury
Thompson and issued in
May 1971.

Due to the fact that the
exact amount of the rate
increase had not been
determined when the stamps.
were printed, they will not
have the price displayed on
them, but will have the letter

(Continued on Page 2)

Quality

board of aldermen when he
died last October.

Allen, a teacher at
Biggersville school,
presently holds a seat on the
board of aldermen. He was
chosen in a special election
in December 1980 to serve
the remainder of Timbes’
term. ‘

Willie D. “Dicey’’ Jumper
and incumbent alderman
Charles Steen were the first
two candidates to qualify to
seek positions on the board
of aldermen.

In the race for mayor of
Booneville, incumbent
Charles Crabb is the only
candidate to have qualified.
R.C. Calton and incumbent
W.W. Stacy have qualified to
run for chief of police.

April 10 is the deadline for
candidates to qualify for the
municipal election which
will be held May 12.

(Continued on Page 2)

Labor Survey

Response Good,
More Needed

The response to last
week’s labor survey has
been very good, according to
Doug Mansell, executive
director of the Prentiss
County Development
Association.

But due to the importance
of a good showing on the
survey, the deadline for
completing the forms has
been extended seven days,
he said. The original
deadline was yesterday,
March 18.

The labor survey is being
conducted by the PCDA to
determine the availability of
potential employees for a
major industry considering
Booneyville for the location of
a new plant.

“A major factor in the
company's decision on
whether or not to locate
here, will be labor
availability,” Mansell said.

He urged everyone who
might be interested in
working for the firm to fill
out one of the survey forms
and to get their friends to fill
out one, also.

The survey forms are
available at the PCDA office
and at the State
Employment Office, hoth
located at the corner of D/ifain

~ and Court streets; at'the ‘
: . big boost to the county’s

BowievifleCity Hall on Ma
Stre

ot; or from the Prentis.

County Board of Supervisors
in the courthouse. The forms
should be completed and
returned to one of these
locations.

Mansell said that about
350 forms have been
returned so far. However, he
pointed out that, at mid-
January Prentiss County
had an unemployment rate
of 10.3 percent, or about
1,200 persons.

“Today, 30 percent of
those have indicated they
want to work for the new
company,”’ he said. ““That
still leaves 70 percent of the
unemployed who have not."”

It was revealed last week
that a nationally known
company, which has not
been identified by officials,

. is considering the Prentiss

County Industrial Park for
the location of a 50,000 sq. ft.
plant. The plant and
equipment. is expected to
cost about $7 million, and a
$4 million expansion eould
come after about four years.

Initially, the plant would
hire between 70 and 80 local
workers, mostly male, and
could eventually hire as
many as 200.

If the industry should
locate in Booneville, local
officials feel it would give a

ecanomy,

Arts And Crafts

Set For Festival

Arts and crafts displays in
the downtown area will be a
major attraction of the
second annual Boone-Hill
Festival to be held here
Thursday and Friday, May 1
and 2.

President Marshall
Dickerson of the Uptown
Association, which s
composedof businesses and
property owners in the
uptown area, said the group
has agreed to serve as the
coordinating agency for the
arts and crafts show again
this year. Booths will be
located on Main Street
between the post office and
Booneville Hardware Co.

“We expect most of the
participants from last year
to return,” Dickerson said.
“And we have already had
several other inquiries from
others who wish to display
their handicraft.”

The Uptown Association
approved sponsorship of the
arts and crafts displays at

its meeting last week. The
group also approved
awarding cash prizes for the
best booths entered. The
booths will be judged by Bill
Dowdy, chairman of the
Blue Mountain College Art
Department.

Brochures and entry
forms for the show and sale
are available at the local
banks and various other
locations throughout the
area.

Other items discussed at
last week’s meeting were
establishing a memorial for
the late Marion Smith,
parking problems and
possible solutions, the
proposed relocation of the
post office, and retail
promotions for the Boone-
Hill Festival and the spring
season.

Dickerson said the
association plans to meet
again within the next two
weeks to continue discussion
of these items.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214.

Fund Raising Dinner Saturday For Atlanta Investigation

The Atlanta Fund

Raising Committee, under the

leadership of Miss Shelia Hastings, will sponsor a fund
raising dinner at 6 p.m. Saturday, March 21, at the East
Side Community Center. The money raised will be used to
help the investigation into the murders of 20 hlack

children in Atlanta, Ga.

Resume Writing Course To Be Held Next Week
Resume Writing Tips (TNT Programs) will be held
Tuesduy, March 24, at 11:20 am. and a Resume Writing
Worskhop at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 26. Both programs
will be held in the Eula Dees Memorial Library at the
Northeast Mississippi Junior College. Admission is free.
Anyone who will be job hunting this summer is urged to

attend.

Special Services Planned For Canaan Church

Special services are planned for March 18-22 at the
Canaan Assemrbly of God Church, 7:30 p.m. nightly and
10:45 aav . Sunday. The Rev. Jerry Ford is the pastor:
Verna L. Maltman will be the visiting missionary. There
will be a special vouth night Friday, For more in-

formation, call 728-3363

(More on Page 2)







