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‘Jaws’ Shou'd Take Bite
Out Of Fatality Statistics

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Prentiss Countians can
now travel area roads with a
iittle bit more peace of mind.
A new emergency rescue
device purchased by the city
has arrived and is ready for
emergency service.

Wendell Harless, a
distributor of fire and safety
equipment from  Bir-
mingham, Ala., and Jerry

Mowre of the State Fire
Academy in Jackson were in
Bowneville last Thursday
afternoon to demonstrate
the device to city officials
andl firemen.

Called the Jaws of Life, it
is @ portable hydraulic tool
dessigned to speed the
removal of trapped victims
from automobiles at the
sceme of an accident.

Micore said Thursday the
Firee Academy will sponsor a

two-day training session on

the Jaws of Life for
Booneville emergency
personnel.

In 1981 alone, city officials
hope the new rescue unit can
cut the number of local
traffic fatalities by 10 to 15
percent.

Harless left one of rescue
tools with the city last week
when he returned to
Alabama. The city board of
mayor and aldermen voted

'Unemployment Rate
Reaches 10.3 Percent

The unemployment rate in
Prentiss County for January
leaped to the highest figure
in over a year, according to
the latest figures from the
Mississippi State
Employment Service in
Corinth.

An estimated 10.3 percent
of the civilian labor force in
Prentiss County was
unemployed during
January. The only time in
the past year this figure was
approached in the county
was when the unem-
ployment rate hit 10.2
percent in June 1980.

The - county’s  unem-

Jackson Bound -

ployment rate was 8.6
percent in December 1980;
8.2 percent in November;
and 7.2 percent in October.

Sitatewide, Mississippi’s
unemployment rate rose to
8.6 percent n January, an
incirease of 1.2 percent
cormpared to December’s 7.4
percent jobless rate. Last

year’'s January unem-
ployment rate was 6.7
per-cent.

The state’s 8.6 percent
unemployment rate put it
higther than the 8.2 percent
natiional rate for January.

The counties with the
highest unemployment rates

in January were Sharkey,
with a rate of 17.2 percent;
Jeff Davis, 16.9 percent; and
Jefferson, 15.6 percent.

Rankin, Oktibbeha and
Forrest counties had the
lowest jobless rates for
January. Rankin had a rate
of 4.0 percent; Oktibbeha,
4.6 percent; and Forrest, 5.2
percent.

Seventy-five of the state’s
82 counties showed an in-
crease in their unem-
ployment rates for January,
while six reported
decreases. The jobless rate
in one county remained

Continued on Page 2)

to approve the purchase at
their regular meeting
Tuesday night and Mayor
Charles Crabb said Wed-
nesday morning the unit is
now in service.

The city has received a
$3,500 federal grant through
the Governor’s Highway
Safety Program to pay half
of the purchase price of the
Jaws of Life. The Northeast
Mississippi Planning and
Development District
helped the city to obtain
these funds.

The city plans to make the
device available anywhere

in Prentiss or the
surrounding counties, Crabb

said. It will be housed in a

quick response rescue unit
already owned by the city
and stationed at the
Booneville Fire Depart-
ment.

Mayor Crabb said Wed-
nesday that he has received
calls from throughout north
Mississippi requesting
demonstrations of the Jaws
of Life. Moore said last week
that the only other towns in
this area to have the devices
are New Albany and Holly
Springs.

The Board of Super-
visors are reminding the
citizens of Prentiss County
that dumpsters are
available throughout the
county for the depositing of
garbage and debris and
are urging the citizens to
use them.

Use Dumpsters, Please

“If any items are too
large to be placed in the
dumpsters, they may be
brought directly to the

landfill at no charge,’’ said
J.P. Davis, president of the

Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors.

HITCH-HIKING TO JACKSOM—Wheeler’s Eagles and Cheerleaders vowed to get to
Jackson one way or the other her-e and are shown with thumbs up hitch-hiking their way
to Jackson for this year's State Tournament. Actually the Eagles, with a record of 40-1,
would have no trouble getting theere and from the looks of the girls they would get plenty
of offers to ride. Wheeler opene:d their State Play last night against Decatur at 8:30.
Eagle thumbers from left are;, Tim Kesler, Bubba Miller, Roy Crump, Kennedy
Gamble, Jim Davis, Steve Lindisey, John Burress, Rickey Chandler, Terry Ballard,
Gary Coats, Benny Fredrick, Mitch DeVaughn, Mike Davis and Danny Hatfield.
Cheerleader hikers are from lefft, Jessica Hill, Terina Hatfield, Tami Parker, Karen
Koon, Sharon Coats, and Nancy Barger. (Photos by Lee Gentry.)

Career Night
Tonight At BHS

Ak

The Booneville Muni¢ipal
Separate School District will
hold its first Career Night
program tonight at 7 p.m. in
the Booneville High School
gymnasium for juniors,
seniors and their parents.

Representatives from
many different colleges,

" vocational schools, business

organizations, and various
branches of the armed
forces will be on hand to
discuss with the students
and their parents op-
portunities available upon
graduation from high
school.

““This will be an excellent
opportunity for them to
investigate college choices
and future careers,”’ said
Linda Clifton, guidance
counselor at BHS.

Conference tables will be
available for students and
parents to talk with the
representatives on an- in-
dividual basis.

Among those institutions
expected to participate in
career night are: Timber
Hills Mental Health Center,
Mississippi State
Employment Service,
Prentiss County Vocational
Technical School, The
Peoples Bank and Trust
Company, South Central
Bell, College of Veterinary
Medicine—Mississippi State
University, Tennessee
Valley Authority, FMC--
Material Handling Equip-
ment Division, ROTC--
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College

(Continued on Page 2)

Spelling Bee Set
For March 17

Twenty-five students from
grades 7 and 8 of the county
schools will soon be com-
peting for the title of
champion speller in the
annual Prentiss County
Spelling Bee.

The spelling bee will begin
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 17,

- in the courtroom of the

Prentiss County Courthouse.
Five students from each of
the county schools will be
competing for the cham-
pionship title.

From the 25 entrants,
there will be four place
winners—first, second, third
and fourth. The first place
winner will compete in the
Mid-South Spelling Bee at
6:30 p.m. Friday, April 24, in

the University Center
Ballroom at Memphis State
University.

Students who will be
competing in the Prentiss
County Spelling Bee are:

Hili’s Chapel: Dean
Bearden, Benny Loveless
and Belinda Mitchell, 8th
grade; and Jay Lowrey and
Lori Shockley, 7th grade.
Mrs. Edith English is the
sponsor and Katrina Akers,
8th grade, is an alternate.

Jumpertown: Melissa
Miller, Christy Eaton, and
Lisa Gray, 8th grade; and
Angelique Johnson and
Kathy Davis, 7th grade.
Mrs. Kay Stacy is the
sponsor and Donald Yates,

(Continued on Page 2)

Association To Meet

The Uptown Association of
Booneville will hold a
special meeting Tuesday,
March 10, at 6:30 p.m,
according to association
president Marshall
Dickersori. The meeting will
be held at the Peoples Bank
and Trust Company’s
meeting room.

The purpose of the

meeting is to discuss jount
merchants’ promotions for
the spring and summer
months, current legislation
affecting business, and other
matters of interest con-
cerning the uptown area.

All businesses in the up-
town area of Booneville are
urged to have a represen-
tative present, Dickerson
said.

SAY ‘AIl'—Booneville Firerman Hoyle Lambert attaches hooks to the arms of the Jaws of
Life under the supervision off Wendell Harless, distributor, during a demonstration last
Thursday afterncon at a locall junk yard. A two-day training session for city rescue per-
sonnel is planned for the futwre. For photos of the tool in operaton, see page Al.

Hot, Dry Summer Of ‘80
Slows ‘Il by ‘83’ Progress

Large losses suffered by
Mississippi farmers because
of hot and dry weather in
1980 have greatly slowed
progress in a statewide
program whose goal was for
the state to reach the $3
billion mark in agricultural
income by 1983.

In 1973 the Mississippi
Cooperative Extension
Service began the program,
calling it III by '83. Each
county in the state set its
own goals.

Agricultural income was
severely hurt statewide by
the extremely hot and dry
weather in 1980 and the III
by ’83 program took a set-
back.

Even so, in Prentiss
County total agricultural
income showed a marked
increase in 1980 over 1979
The very hot, very dry
weather of 1980 apparently
did not affect local farmers
as much as the very late
planting season which cut
yields in 1979.

Total agricultural income
for the county in 1980 was
$19,096,339, up more than $1
million from the 1979 figure
of $17,905,700. However, that
is not as good as it first
appears since the 1979 figure
was down somewhat from
the 1978 figure of $18,119,210.

Agricultural income in
Prentiss County for 1980 was
as good in some areas and
not so good in others.

In three farm enterprises--
forestry, wheat and the
“‘other agricultural income”
category for products not
falling under a specific
heading-Prentiss  County
reached its III by '83 goals,

two years ahead of schedule.
Income from forestry was
$2,452,940; wheat, $206,911;
and other agricultural in-
come, $2,181,144.

Income in the county from
cotton was $802,672, or 80
percent of thelllby ’83 goal.
Soybeans were down from
$8,600,000 to $6,227,000, orat
only 51 percent of the goal.

Corn had a value of

'$508,480. a sharp decrease

and only 25 percent of the
desired goal. Cattle and
calves had an income of
$2,772,000, an increase, and
reached 81.53 percent of the
goal.

Other enterprises were
dairy, $3,036,852, 94 percent
of the goal; and swine,
$810,000, 81 percent of the

goal.

The Extension Service
says income from poultry in
Prentiss County continues to
decline and, unless poultry
concerns increase, business
in the county will hot reach
the expected goals. Income
from poultry in 1980 was
$98,340.

The total agricultural
income for Prentiss County
in 1980, $19,096,339, was 72
percent of the goal of
$26,440,000 for 1983. The
county entered the program
in 1973 with an agricultural
income of $15,218,020.

With lowered farm income
and ever increasing
production costs, farmers
face many serious decisions

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Prentiss County Retired Teachers To Meet

The Prentiss County Retired Teachers’ Association will
meet at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 19, in the George E.
Allen Library. Bro. C.D. Edge will deliver the devotional
and Harold White, president of Northeast Junior College,

will be the guest speaker.

Dance March 6 At The American Legion

There will be a dance Friday, March 6, at the American
Legion building in Booneville, beginning at 8 p.m. Music
will be by Marty Williams and the Southern Express
Band. For tickets or information, call 728-3982. All
proceeds go to the American Legion.

Cub Scout Leaders To Meet Tonight
There will be a Cub Scout Leaders' Roundtable tonight
(Thursday) at 7 p.m. at the Peoples Bank and Trust

Company in Booneville,

(More on Page 2)






