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(Questions Raised On TVA’s

In Lieu Tax Payments

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Ediitor
Approximately 50 people were on hand at the Peoples
Bank and Trust Company in Booneville Saturday morning
for a Legislative Coffee sponssored jointly by the bank and
the Prentiss County Developpment Association. .
Booneville attorney Gene Gifford, chairman of PCDA’s
Governmental Affairs Commuittee, was the moderator for
the session and introduced Prentiss County’s elected
representatives from the statte legislature--Tim Ford and
Billy McCoy of the House of Hie wresentatwes and Bill May
of the Senate. EiE TR

i

Each of the legislators wias g;ven s to
make a statement and them queitl .fmm thow t-
tending were addressed. S AR

A bill concerning dlsbursama:t of 'f'umﬂne Vlﬂey
Authority in lieu tax payments received the most
discussion of any topic addressed.

According to Sen. May, the: state cannot tax a federal
entity, such as TVA. Thus T'VA states have lost part of
their tax base.

However, the U.S. Congress passed an act whereby TVA
makes payments in lieu of these taxes to states where
TVA owns property and sells; power.

These payments are based on the amount of TVA
property in the state and the amount of utility used by the
state, May said.

May said Sen. Theodore Smith of Corinth introduced a
bill in the Senate calling for tthe diversion of the TVA in
lieu tax payments to a North Mississippi Highway
Improvement Fund.

The bill called for the mone:y in this fund to be used in

gmd uxntil 1987. This would allow a build up of ap-
: t

four-laning six highways in north Mississippi--highways
6, 25, 45, 72, 78 and 82. No priorities as to which would be
built first were included in the bill, May said, but priority
is contained in another section of the state Code.

*“Not all bills are what they appear to be,” May said. “It
takes time to determine just what is contained in the bill.”

He said Smith’s bill estimates it will cost $100 million to
four-lane Highway 45. However, he said the Mississippi
State Highway Department estimates it will cost $795
million to four-lane Highway 45.

“This is a discrepancy of $695 million,”” May said.

Overall, there is a discrepancy of about $2 billion dollars
in building all five roads, he said.

: May said Smith’s bill, if passed, would not be im-
ptely § riiflion dollars in the highway
pre véement fund.

If Smith’s bill did not pass, this money would go to the
cities and the counties, May said.

‘“We need highways,” May said, “but we must set
priorities.”

*“In my opinion, this money belongs to the cities and
counties,’” he said. ‘“This bill would have used this money
to build state and federal roads.”

May said there is another bill in the House dealing with
in lieu payments. Under this bill, he said, the state would
be cut out entirely and all the money would go to the cities
and the counties.

Under the formula established by this bill, beginning in
1990 Itawamba County would receive about $431,000
yearly; Prentiss County about $696,000 yearly; and
Tishomingo County about $13,016,000.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Former Booneville Resident

,Hamblin Named NE Alumnus Of Year

A former Booneville
resident,who is now a
professor in a Missouri
college, has been named
Alumnus of the Year for 1981
by the Northeast Mississippi

Junior College Alumni
Association.
Dr. Robert (Bobby)

-Hamblm of Cape Girardeau,
*Mo., a 1958 graduate of

Northeast, will be honored
during spring alumni ac-
tiwities Saturday, April 11, in
thie Mississippi Room of the
Frank Haney Union.

A native of Booneville,
Hamblin was selected
Allumni of the Year because
of his many outstanding
contributions to Northeast
as; a student and his later

Only Down Slightly

Sales Tax Collections Improve

Sales tax collections for
«she city of Booneville
showed a dramatic increase
last month, almost equaling
the figure reached during
the same month one year
ago.
The January 1981 figures
from the State Tax Com-

miission show Booneville
colllected $50,237 in sales tax
colllections. That is down by

onlly $18 from the January_

19810 figure of $50,255.

In recent months,
Booneville has shown a
more drastic decrease in
sales tax collections.

accomplishments in the field
of education, a Northeast
spokesman said.

While at Northeast,
Hamblin was a president’s
scholar, was selected Mr,
NEMJC and was named to
the Hall of Fame. He edited
the 10th Anniversary Edition
of “The Torch” and served
as sophomore represen-

tative to the

Government

During December 1980
city tax collections were
reported at $39,671, down
more than 4.4 percent from
the figure of $41,504 for
December 1979.

During November 1980,
the city collected $38,633 in
sales tax, down more than
6.6 percent from the $41,363
collected during November
1979.

January was not as good a

DR. ROBERT HAMBLIN

Student
Association.

(Continued on Page 2)

By State Supreme Court

Murder Conviction Reversed

In a unanimous opinion,
the. Mississippi Supreme
Court last Wednesday
reversed the murder con-
viction of James Lowrey
(Larry) Edge of Prentiss
County and remanded him
for a new trial on the charge
of manslaughter.

The opinion, written by
Justice Harry Walker, cited
four reversible errors found
in the trial which resulted in
a murder conviction and life
sentence for Edge.

Also, the Court said when
the new trial on man-
slaughter is held, a change
of venue to another county
should be granted if
requested by Edge’s: at-
torney.

The 36-year-old Edge wias
convicted in a jury trial in
the October 1979 term of tlhe
Prentiss County Circuit
Court of the shotgun slayimg
of another Prentiss County
man, John Wayne Murphy,
39, at Elder's Lake on the
night of Oct. 24, 1978.

Prior to the original trial,
Edge’s  court-appointed
attorney, J.B. Garretty of
Corinth, filed for a change of
venue, but the motion was
denied by Circuit Judge
Fred Wicker of Pontotoc.

According to testimony iin
the trial, Edge’'s wife,
Geneva, had been having ain
affair with Murphy and wais
attempting to break it offf.
The Edges testified that the

Of Bobby Morrow

night the shooting occured
Murphy objected to her
breaking off the affair and
attacked her with a knife.

Mrs. Edge testified
Murphy kept saying that if
he couldn’t have her, nobody
else could and that he was
going to kill her and then
himself.

The Edges also testified
that in the struggle that
followed, Larry Edge was
cut on the hand. He left his
wife struggling with Murphy
while he got a 12 gauge
shotgun from his car.

Edge returned to the scene
of the struggle, where
Murphy was still attacking
his wife and still threatening
to kill her when Edge shot

him, they said.

Another woman, Eva
Eppersen, had gone to the
lake with Murphy, but
testified that she was
gathering wood for a fire
they had built and did not
witness the shooting.

Edge’s defense was that
he was protecting his wife.
However, prosecution
witnesses claimed Murphy
could not have been close to
Mrs. Edge because there
was no blood on her coat
after the shooting.

The prosecution also said
that Murphy was crippled
and unable to walk at the
time due to an automobile
accident he had been in.

(Continued on Page 2)’

Mistrial Declared In Murder Case

A mistrial was declared
last Wednesday night in the
murder trial of Bobby Ray
Morrow, who was charged
with the March 22, 1980,
shotgun slaying of Junior
Reece “Buddy'’ Baggett of
Booneville.

The jury of six men and
six women informed Circuit
Judge Tommy Gardner that,
after more than five hours’
deliberation, the jury was
hopelessly deadlocked in its

ﬁ ha verﬁctin

F in Qctober 1§:: murder

charge in commection with
the fatal shooting of his third
cousin, Buddy Baggett.

Baggett, 30, died at Hubert
Morrow’s house trailer
residence (located abouit
four miles northeast of
Jumpertown) as a result of &
12-guage shotgun blast thait
wounded him in the chest:,
right knee, and chin, ac:-
cording to Prentiss County
Coroner James H. Horn.

The defendant and his
father, Hubert Morrow, botin
testified the shotgum
discharged accidently whem
the elder Morrow attempted
to take the shotgun from his

‘som.

The defendant testmed itt
was when Baggettt
threatened to ‘“‘stomp myr

brains out,”” and ihen took a

Four Plead Guilty
In Circuit Court

A Prentiss County man
was sentenced to 20 years in
prison last week in Prentiss
County Circuit Court after
pleading guilty to an armed
robbery charge stemming
from the 1979 robbery of a
Booneville grocery store.

Charles Hendrix received
the 20-year sentence Friday
after pleading guilty to the
charge placed in connection
with the July 1979 robbery of
Gordon McGee’s Grocery.
During that robbery, about
$1,700 was taken and McGee
was beaten.

Hendrix was one of four
persons who pleaded guilty
to criminal charges and
were sentenced by Circuit
Judge Tommy Gardner
during the final week of the
February term of Prentiss
County Circuit Court.

William Cooper, who
pleaded guilty to a charge of
burglary and larceny, was
given a four-year suspended
sentence. He was to serve 60
days in jail, pay $150 in
restitution, fined $400 and
court costs, and was placed
on two years of supervised
probation.

Thomas Kesler - pleaded
‘Builty to separate charges of
burglary and burglary and
larceny. He received a
three-year prision sentence
for the burglary charge and
a four-year sentence for the
burglary and grand larceny
charge. His sentences were
given concurrently.

Johnny Key pleaded guilty
to a grand larceny charge
and was given a three-year
suspended sentence. Key

(Continued on Page 2)

Police Raid Party
In Cherokee Park

Approximately 25 people
were arrested on
misdemeanor charges
Saturday night following a
raid by local police at a
house in a fashionable

‘Moving Ahead

o ¥
1 What’s Going On?

Report It At '728-6214

PTA To Meet Tuesday At Elementary School
There will be a PTA meeting Tuesday, March 3, at 6:30
p.m. at the Booneville Elementary School.

Sportsmen’s Club To Host Trap Shoot
The Prentiss County Sportsmen’s Club will stage a trap
. Shoot at the club shooting range Saturday, Feb. 28,
* beginning at noon and ending at 4 p.m. The public is in-
vited. Shooters are requested to furnish their own guns
and shells. Skeets will be furnished by the club.

(More on Page 2)

month for Baldwyn as was

" December.
During December 1980,
sales tax collections for

Baldwyn increased by more
than 41.6 percent when
compared with figures from
December 1979, from $15,703
in 1979 to $22,242 in 1980.

During January 1981,
sales tax collections for
Baldwyn fell $161 when
compared with figures from
January 1980, from $20,742 in
1980 to $20,581 in 1981.

(Continued on Page 3;

Into The ‘80’s!’

Did you know one Booneville factory packages 2.5
million pourds of cheese each month? Or that another
Booneville factory ships 9,000 pairs of jeans daily?

Did you know that during the decade of the '70’s
Prentiss County showed a greater rate of population
growth than the nation did as a whole?

Did you know that the market value of agricultural
products sold by the 580 farms in Prentiss County
amounted to $9.5 million for 1978 (the latest year for which
figures are available)?

These are just of a few of the things you will discover
when you read the Banner-Independent’s special section
“Moving Ahead Into The '80's’ in today's paper.

Don’t miss it.

Booneville  neighborhood.

The raid occured shortly
after midnight at 200
Cherokee Park, where a
party was apparently un-
derway.

Booneville Police officers
said they had received
numerous complaints that
excessive noise was coming
from the house. They said
the cars parked at the house
were blocking the road.

Officers also noted an
abnormal number of traffic
violations in the area, they
said.

The officers notified
Justice Court Judge Billy
Sartin, who issued the
search warrant.

Of the approximately 25
people who were arrested,
most were charged with
disturbing the peace.

There were two charges of
possession of less than one
ounce of marijuana, a

(Continued on Page 2)

step toward him, that he
began to look for a club.
Morrow said he saw his
father’s shotgun, grabbed
the gun and then his father
rushed in the trailer and

attempted to take the gun
away from him.

It was during this
struggle, the defendant
testified, when the gun

(Continued on Page 2)

Marietta

Two more candidate
| havef] to rup in the May
12 pidng hats sledtion for.
the town of Marietta.
Hershel Pharr and
Tommy Harris have
qualified to seek election to
aldermen posts.
Incumbent aldermen
Hollis Pharr, Kenneth
Moreland and C.T. Moore
had previously qualified

Two Qualify For

Election

for re-election to their
posts. Mayor James C.
Pharr has also qualified
for re-election to his post.

The deadline to qualify
for the election is April 10.
This is also the last date
Marietta residents who
have not registered to vote
may do so and be eligible to
vote in the May 12 election.

JONQUILS BLOOM—Spring-like weather has
visiting Prentiss County recently and the bright yellow
buttercups just couldn't wait any longer to bloom. The
pretty spring flowers have been showing up in yards around
the community, as well as heing displayed in area houses.
(Photo by Ken Christian.)
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