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In Secohd Day Of Trial

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

The murder trial of Bobby
Ray Morrow entered its
second day Wednesday, with
witnesses for the defense
giving testimony that
directly conflicted with
testimony of witnesses for
the prosecution on Tuesday.

Morrow, 34, was indicted
in October on murder
charges in connection with
the March 22, 1980, shooting
death of Junior Reece
“Buddy” Baggett, 30, of
Booneville.

At the end of the first day
uf the trial (Tuesday),
District Attorney John R.
Young had rested the state’s
case. However, after
Morrow'’s attorneys
presented his defense

Werdnesday morning, Young
sai«d he would call additional
wit:nesses for the state that
afteernoon.

Testimony given Tuesday
indlicated the shooting oc-
curred at the house trailer
residence of  Hubert
Morrow, the defendant’s
fathher, about four miles
northeast of Jumpertown.

Trhe State’s first witness,
Prientiss County Coroner
and Ranger James H. Horn,
tesitified Baggett was shot in
the: chest by a shotgun blast
and that Baggett had a
wownd on his right knee and
a pellet wound on his right
chiin. Horn said Baggett was
fouind lying dead by the front
door of the trailer.

The defendant’s attorney,
Joe Ray Langston, elected

Near Jumpertown

not to cross-examine Horn.

Assistant District
Attorney Richard Bowen
then called Doug Hendrix,
deputy sheriff, to the witness
stand.

Hendrix testified Bobby
Morrow was not in the
trailer when he arrived.
Hendrix testified he and
deputy Jeff Jackson then
went to Guy Morrow's
trailer. Hendrix said he
asked the defendant’s uncle
if Bobby Morrow brought a
gun with him to his trailer.
Guy Morrow then handed a
12 gauge single barrel
shotgun to Hendrix,
testimony indicated.

Hendrix said Bobby
Morrow was then taken into
custody.

The third witness the State

‘Morrow Says Shooting Accidental

called was Baggett's widow,
Wilma.

Mrs. Baggett told District
Attorney John R. Young she
and Buddy Baggett had been
married about one year and
three months.

She said Baggett and
Morrow were cousins.

Mrs. Baggett testified that
on March 22 she and her
husband went with Bobby
Morrow to his (Morrow’s)
residence to ‘‘get Bobby’s
clothes.” Mrs. Baggett said
Morrow and his wife had
separated and she told her
husband “we shouldn’t get
involved” in their problems.
However, she said, Bobby
Morrow promised there
wouldn’t be any trouble.

When they arrived at

(Continued on Page 2}

Local Woman Dies In House Fire

A 54-year-old Prentiss
County woman is dead as a
result of a house fire in the
northwest section of the
county.

Mrs. Elenora Warren of
Route 3, Booneville, died in
the fire Monday afternoon
from third degree burns
over her entire body, ac-
cording to Prentiss County
Coroner James Horn.

The fire occurred at’her
home near Jumpertown.

Officials said Mrs. Warren
had been released from the
hospital only about two or
three hours before the fire

TR

oc:curred. Her husband,
Connie Warren, had taken
he:r home, but had left on an
errand. when the house
burned.

IHorn said the death has
be:en ruled accidental.

Although  both  the
Booneville and Jumpertown
fire departments answered
thie call to the residence,
;htere was little they could

o),

““The house was already
down when we received the
call,” Booneville Fire Chief
Frank Fleming said.

IBecause the house was

FATAL FIRE—Mrs. Elenorax Warren, 54, of Route 3,
Booneville, died Monday in the fire that destroyed this
frame house near Jumpertowm. Mrs. Warren had only

Local Judges Agree

burned to the ground,the
exact cause of the fire
cannot be determined,
Fleming said.

Mrs. Warren's body was
found lying near a fireplace
in the house. There was
some speculation that the
fire could have started
there.

Funeral services for Mrs.
Warren will be held at 1 p.m.
today at the Wolf Creek
Baptist Chuzch with burial
in the church cemetery.

In addition to her husband,
Mrs. Warren is survived by
four sons, Terry, Carol, W.L.

and Anthony Warren, all of
Booneville; two daughters,
Evelyn C. Agnew and
Brenda F. Simmons, both of
Booneville; four brothers,
John Betts of Cleveland,
Ohio, Chester Betts of
Corinth , and Dave Betts and
Baster Betts, both of
Booneville; three sisters,
Elura Miller and Lizzie
Frair, both of Booneville,

and Evelyn B. Simmons of:
and 19

Calden, Texas;.
grandchildren.
Grayson Funeral Home of
Corinth was in charge of
arrangements.

shortly before returned home from the hospital, officials
reported. The exact cause of the fire has not been deter-
mined. Mrs. Warren's death has been ruled accidental.

Citizens Will Burden Of Ruling

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

Although most Prentiss
County Justice Court Judges
say they hear more criminal
cases than civil cases, they
all agreed this week that the
recent Fifth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals ruling
which declared Mississippi’s
Justice Court system un-
constitutional as it operates
in civil cases will make the
consumers and creditors
_bear the burden imposed by
the ruling.

“I rarely deal with civil
cases..only occasionally,”
said Second District Justice
Court Judge Dexter C.
Cadle. ““I can’t tell a bit of
difference in the day-to-day
business because I hear
criminal cases just as I did
before the ruling.”

However, Cadle said he

disagrees with the Fifth U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals
ruling issued Feb. 6.

““This ruling was un-
niecessary,” he said. ““I think
this ruling is a disservice to
the public and will put an
extra burden on the public.”

“I can't think of a better
system than the way it was.
The system was fair. If a
merchant wanted to collect
a debt from a person (up to
$500) the merchant would
have to pay $26 for court
costs and the $26 would be
added to the debt the person
owed. Now the cases will
have to be heard in the
Circuit Court which is more
expensive. And the Circuit
Court is already overloaded
with cases,” Cadle said.

Fourth District Justice
Court Judge Billy Sartin
sald his day-to-day business

has not changed since the
ruling. “I've had the same
amount of cases as I've been
having,” he said.

Third District Justice
Court Judge Dalton E.
(Gene) Prentice said his
number of cases is down
some.

. “This ruling isn’t hurting
Prentiss County Justice
Court Judges like it would if
we were living in a big city
like Tupelo or Jackson,” he
said. “Most of the cases I
hear are criminal cases.
This ruling is hurting the
public more than it is me.”

Prentice said he does not
agree with the ruling, either.

“] think it is the worst
thing that ever happened as
far as the Justice Court
Judge is concerned. We have
got to have some way to help
people collect debts. It costs

too much for civil cases to go
through the Circuit Court.
And the Circuit Court has
more cases than it can

handle as it is,” Prentice
said.

Fifth District Justice
Court Judge William

Anderson said the ruling is
not hurting his day-to-day
business. ‘‘I hear more
criminal cases than civil
cases,”’” Anderson said.

On the other hand, First
District Justice Court Judge
Leon Lauderdale said he
hears more civil cases than
criminal cases.

Lauderdale also said he
did not agree with the
decision made by the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals.

“It's a bad situation for
the people. It's going to hurt
business people terribly in

(Continued on Page 2)

GRANT APPROVED—On hand last Thursday at the
Booneville City Hall for the announcement of the approval of
a $3,500 federal grant to be used in the purchase of a ““Jaws
of Life’’ emergency extraction unit are (from left) Fire
Chief Frank Fleming, Mayor Charles Crabh, Roy Thigpen of
the Governor's Highway Safety Program, and Charlie

Grant Approved

City To Get

By KENCHRISTIAN

i Editor

The city of Booneville was
notified last week that its
application has been ap-
proved for a $3,500 federal
grant to be used in the
purchase of a device that
officials say should reduce
traffic accident deaths by 10
percent during 1981.

It may not be much to lock
at, but the device, called the
“Jaws of Life,”’ is con-
sidered the most important
piece of equipment in a
rescue unit’s inventory.

It is used to free trapped
victims in the shortest
possible time, assuring them
emergency medical
treatment much faster than
has often been possible in
the past.

Using its hydraulic-
powered muscles, the
portable device can be used
to lift objects that are on
top of people. It can be used
to cut away the roof of a
wrecked vehicle, open
jammed doors or push a
dashboard out of the way.

It can_also be. ueed with
chains w0 ' cither ' puli, an
object inward or outward,
depending on the situation.

The Jaws of Life is
designed to work on an
object when there is little
time to extricate a victim,
especially when the victim
has life threatening injuries.

THE FEDERAL funds
which make the purchase of
the device possible were
disbursed through Gov.
William Winter’'s Highway
Safety Program.

Roy Thigpen, director of
the Governor’s Highway
Safety Program, was in
Booneville Thursday of last
week to announce the ap-
proval of the grant.

““This grant contributes to
the highway © safety
program’s goal of reducing
accidents statewide,”’
Thigpen said.

The $3,500 grant will be
matched with an equal
amount of local funds to
make up the total $7,000 cost.
of the Hurst Jaws of Life.

Steen Qualifies
For City Election

Booneville  Alderman
Charles Steen has qualified
to seek re-election in the
municipal election to be held
this summer, according to
City Clerk June Hutcheson.

Steen, who has also served
one term as mayor of
Booneville, currently serves
as the city’s police com-
missioner.

He is the second candidate
to qualify to run for one of
the city's five aldermen
posts, and the first in-
cumbent alderman to do so.

Willie D. “Dicey’’ Jumper*
qualified earlier to seek one:
of the alderman-at-large:
posts.

‘Other candidates who
have qualified to run in the:
May 12 election include
incumbent mayor Charles:
Crabb and incumbent police:
chief Wendell W. Stacy.

R.C. Calton has qualified!
to challenge Stacy for his;
post.

The deadline for can-
didates to qualify for the city’
election is April 10.

Citizens Urged Not
To Park In Alleys

Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy this week
urged workers and
shoppers in downtown
Booneville not to park their
cars in the alleys.

Pointing out the dangers,
Stacy said, “‘In case there
was a fire, it would be hard
for the fire trucks to get in
there.”

“We are asking
everybody to quit parking
in the alleys,” he said.

Parking in an alley is a
violation of a city or-
dinance, Stacy said, and
tickets will be issued for
any vehicle found parked
in a city alley after today
(Thursday).

Spearman and R.C. Anderson of the Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development District. They are standing in
front of the city’s quick response rescue unit which will
house the Jaws of Life when it is received sometime within
the next month.

aws Of Life’

Also on hand for the an-
nouncement were Chariie
Spearman and R.C.
Anderson of the Northeast
Mississippi Plamning and
Development District,
which helped in securing the
federal funds.

“It was a pleasure, the
small part we played,”’
Spearman said.

“We were delighted to be
able to assist,”” Anderson
added. “We will continue to
do that.”

THE NEW rescue device
vwill be used in_conjunction
with the city’s quick
response rescue unit, a
vehicle purchased in 1979
with funds from the High-
way Safety Program.

This rescue vehicle was
designed to aid in the
prevention and reduction of
death, injury and property
damage resulting from
traffic accidents in

(Continued on Page 2)

The Prentiss County
Development Association
and the Peoples Bank and
Trust Company are
sponsoring a legislative
coffee in the Peoples Bank
at 9:30 a.m. this Saturday,
Feb, 21.

Representatives  Billy
McCoy and Tim Ford and
Senator Bill May are ex-

U.S. Senator Thad
Cochran’'s mobile office
staff will be in Prentiss
County Wednesday, Feb.
25.

The senator’s staff will
be in the county board
room on the first floor of
the Prentiss County
Courthouse from 2 until 3

Legislative Coffee To
Be Held Saturday

Cochran’s Staff To
Be At Courthouse

pected to be present and
will be available to answer
and discuss any questions
concerning current
legislation, said Doug
Mansell, PCDA executive
director.

“The public is invited
and encouraged to attend,”
Mansell said.

p-m.
Cochran said that
citizens who have

problems with a federal
agency or who wish to
express their views on
issues before the U.S.
Senate can visit with his
state staff during their stop
in Booneville.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Weekend Meeting At Hills Chapel Church Of Christ

There will be a weekend meeting at the Hills Chapel
Church of Christ Feb. 20, 21, 22. Services begin each
evening at 7 p.m. Lunch will be served at noon Sunday.
Bro. Charles Lecnard will be the speaker.

Pancake Breakfast At Christ Methodist Church

Christ Methodist Church UMYF will have a pancake
breakfast Saturday, Feb. 21, from 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
at the Christ Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. Price is
$2 for adults and $1 for children.

Gospel Singing At Lakeview Bible Believing Church
There will be a gospel singing Saturday, Feb. 21, at 7
p.m. at the Lakeview Bible Believing Church. Special

, singers will be the Singing Echoes from Marietta.






