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A Trip To Remember

Noxeli Corporation.

A VALENTINE FOR ‘THEE BIG APPLE’ - Sharon Gifford, a senior at Thrasher
High School, posed for this picture in front of the World Trade Center in New York
City when she was there recently competing with four other girls for the title of All-
American Girl of the Year. ‘'The contest was sponsored by ‘TEEN Magazine and the

In ‘TEEN Magiazine Contest

Los Angeles.

said.

“This competition was initiated to
focus the nation’s attention on teenage
achievers from 12 to 18 whose out-
standing talents are worthy of public
acclaim,”’ a spokesman for the contest

Sharon and the other four girls were
chosen from entries submitted to
‘TEEN. All five are top students and
school leaders and have excelled in at
least one field of endeavor.

Prentiss County Girl
One Of Five Finalists

Seventeen-year-old Shamron Gifford
of Rienzi has recently returrned from a
“dream’ trip to New Yorlk City.

Sharon, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Eugene Gifford and & senior at
Thrasher High School, was; one of five
teens from all over the cowuntry to be
selected to compete for fthe title of
“All-American Girl of the Year.”

Now in its third year, the contest is
jointly sponsored by ‘TEEIN Magazine
and the Noxell Corporation, makers
of Noxema Skin Cream. Grand prize
was a $2,500 scholarship award and a
trip for the winner and her mother to

products.

“Each has a special achievement
which sets her apart and makes her
unique,” the spokesman said.

Sharon and the other four All-
American Girl finalists were awarded
all-expense paid trips to New York city
and a supply of Noxema Skin Care

The trip held several “firsts” for
Sharon. Not only was it her first trip to
New York, but it was also her first
airplane ride.

The girls
Sharon's mother, Betty Gifford, ac-
companied her--stayed at the famous
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel and spent three
days seeing the city's cultural and
entertainment attractions,
celebrities, and being photographed
for the pages of ‘TEEN magazine.

All five of the girls will be featured in
the June issue of “TEEN which will go
on sale during May. Separate features
on each of the girls will appear in
following months in the magazine.

Judges for the contest were Gwen

(Continued on Page 2)

and their chaperons--

meeting

From Service Stations, Distributors

Filed By Preacher

Former Sheriff Ralph Martin Wins Suit

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

After deliberating for
about an hour Wednesday,
jurors found former
Prentiss County Sheriff
Ralph Martin innocent of
civil charges of negligence
stemming from the burning
of the Rev. Thomas L.
Parker's residence on Sept.
5, 1978.

The seven women and five
men jury voted 11-1 in favor
of the defendent.

Martin testified Tuesday
in the Prentiss County
Circuit Court that he thought
using tear gas would be the
safest method in ap-
prehending a man in
Parker’s house who was
wanted for robbery.

The lawsuit was brought
against Martin, who served
as sheriff for one term after
being elected in 1976, and the
United States Fidelity and
Guaranty Company by
Parker, a former resident of

Booneville.

In the suit, filed June 13,
1979, Parker, who now
resides in Tishomingo
County, asked for $60,000 im
compensatory and punitive
damages, all costs of the
case and $15,000 from the
United States Fidelity and
Guaranty - Company, the
bonding company for Ralph
Martin while he was sheriff.

Parker accused Martin off
negligence, stemming from
the burning of Parker's

Grand Jury Indictments

Returned In Six Cases

The February Term of the
Prentiss County Grand Jury
was in active session last
week, examining 10" wit-
nesses and returned in-
dictments in six criminal
cases.

Indictments in four of the
cases have been released by
the Prentiss County Circuit
Clerk’s office, but two are
still being withheld until the
persons named have been
located.

David Ellis Young, 18, of
Route 3, Baldwyn, and
Marty Hendrix, 19, of 520
North Second Street,
Baldwyn, were indicted and
charged with three counts of
burglary and larceny. ..

Harold Roach, 51’ .. 15&

Elvis Presley Drive, Tupelo,
was indicted and charged
with one count of burglary
and larceny and one count of
possession of burglary tools.
- Lee Curtis Gamble, 30, of
Route 6, Booneville, was
indicted and charged with
one count of burglary.

Darrell Wilkerson, 26,
P.0. Box 26, Booneville, and
Eddie Hester, 38, and Harold
Hester, 26, both of Route 1,
Booneville, were indicted
and charged with stealing a
Holstein calf, valued at $100
or more, from the property
of Chris Fulper.

In other action, the Grand
Jury examined the Prent:ss
County Courthouse and the
Preniiss County Jail and

Two Women Arrested
On Larceny Charges

Two Prentiss County
women have been charged
with two counts each of
breaking and entering and
grand larceny in Prentiss
County, it was reported last
week.

Sheila Ann Flurry, 22, and
Barbara D. Weaver, 24,
were charged in connection
with a break-in on Jan. 26 at
the home of Herschel Wayne
Dodd in the Thrasher
community and in con-
nection with the theft of two
guns from the home of
Edwin Davis of the Pisgah

community.
The Prentiss County
Sheriff’'s Department

reported that four women’s
coats, several guns, a watch

and a television were taken
from the Dodd residence.

It was reported that some
of the jackets and the watch
from the Dodd residence and
the two guns from the Davis
residence have been
recovered.

The two women have also
been charged with burglary
and larceny in Alcorn
County in connection with a
recent house burglary in the
Wheeler Grove Community,
it was reported.

Three guns, two watches
and a bracelet valued at $800
or $900 were said to have
been taken from the house.

Bond for the two women
was set at $2,000 each in
Prentiss County.

Local Opinions Mixed On Oil Decontrol

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

Local oil distributors and
service siation owners have
mixed emotions concerning
President Ronald Regan’s
recent decontrol of oil
prices.

*I think the control of oil

should have remained under
the control of the govern-
ment,”” Earl Williams of
Union Oil Distributors said.

“The price of gasoline
went up three cents
Saturday morning. It's hard
to predict if the cost of
gasoline will continue to go

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Program Set For State, County, City Employees

George Nash, representative of the Mississippi Public
Employees Reitrement System, will be on the Northeast
Junior College Campus Tuesday, Feb. 24, to present a
program entitled, “Retirement and You.”” The program
will be held in the Patterson Hall Auditorium at 7 p.m. and
is open to all interested persons. In addition to Nash's
presentation, there will be time alloted for questions from °

the audience.

Local FBLA Students To Appear On TV Show
Members of the Prentiss County Future Business

Leaders of America will appear on the “*Mornin® ™

show

on WTVA, Channel 9. Friday. Feb. 13, at 6 a m. This is a
part of the chaptet’s observance of Nationa!l FBLA Week

(More om Page 2)

up because we don’t know if
the consumer will buy that
much gasoline now,”” he
said.

An Energy Department
study forecasts that the
effect of decontrol alone,
assuming no increase in the
world price of crude oil,
would add 15.1 cents to the
average pump price of a

gallon of regular leaded
gasoline during 1981.

The study projects retail
prices will range from a low
of $1.48 to a high of $2.23 by
year's end.

A check with five
Booneville gas stations
Monday showed that. the
price of regular gasoline
ranged from $1.31 to $1.51 a

For Heart 'Su.t-tday

gallon.

Guy Robertson, owner of
Guy’s 45 Standard Service
Station, said his gasoline
prices have increased 11'z
cents since the first of the
year. Six cents of that in-
crease occurred after the
decontrol of oil prices, he
said.

(Continued on Page 2)

Memorial Service Set

In honor of ““heart month”
(February), the Prentiss
County Chapter of the
American Heart Association
is sponsoring the First Heart
Sunday Memorial Service at
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15, at
the First Baptist Church.

Bro. Tom Rayburn will
deliver the message.

“*This service is to
remember our friends and

loved ones who have lost
their lives to cardio-
vascular disease,”’ said

tivien Junes, president of the

local Heart Association
chapter . ‘
Heart disease is the
number one killer of family
and friends, she said.
The local chapter is also

making a ‘‘memorial
plague” to be placed in the
Northeast Mississippi
Hospital.

“We would like to list your
loved one on our (first

‘plaque,”” Mrs. Jones said.

Several people have
already been contacted and

have contributed to the
plaque, she said, and more
will be contacted during this
month.

For more information,
contact Eloise Maddox,
memorial chairman, or
Bobby Hodge, campaign
chairman.

The Heart Association’s
motto is: “We are fighting
for your life.”

“Who knows?'" Mrs. Jones
said. “'One of us may be the
next victim!'"

made recommendations as
to improvements.

The Grand Jury found that
the jail is in much better
condition than it has been iin
quite a period of time. A
representative of the Boarrd
of Supervisors reported that
the fire extinguishers arwe
being regularly inspected by
the City Fire Marshal and
are in working order.

It was also reported that
the jail has been completel y
rewired and that matt-
tresses, sheets and blanketis
have been provided.

(Continued on Page 2!)

CHARLEY McCOY

home in 1978.

On Sept. 5, 1978, Parker
(the plaintiff) testified, he
and his wife were visiting his
sister in Arkansas when
Ralph Martin and his agents
attempted to serve an arrest
warrant to Harold Elliott,

who was in Parker’s
residence in Lake City.
Parker testified that

although Elliott had spent
the night with the Parkers
before they left for
Arkansas, he did not know

Elliott was in the house on
Sept. 5.

Parker, who served as a
security guard in Jackson,
Miss., for the last eight
years and said he kept a .38
caliber pistol in his house,
testified that Elliott had
worked with him on his farm
since Elliott was a boy.

“l helped raise him,”
Parker said. He also said he
was ‘‘trying to get him
(Elliott) off his drinking

(Continued on Page 12)

Four candidates have
qualified to run in the May
12 municipal election for
the town of Marietta.

Mayor James C. Pharr
has qualified to seek re-
election to his post.
Aldermen Holis Pharr,
C.T. Moore and Kenneth
Moreland have also
qualified to seek re-

Four Qualify

For Marietta Election

election.

The deadline for can-
didates to qualify to run in
the municipal election is

April 10. This is also the
last date residents of
Marietta who have not

registered to vote can do so
and still be eligible to vote
in the May 12 election.

Former Legislator Dies

In Tupelo Hospital

Charley Elvis McCoy, 64,
of Wheeler died Surcay
morning, Feb. 8, at the
North Mississippi Medical
Center in Tupelo after a
short illness.

Mr. McCoy served as a
member of the House of
Representatives for four
years and as a state Senator
for four years. He was a
veteran of World War II and
a member of the First
Baptist Church of Wheeler.

Services were held at 1
p.m. Monday, Feb. 9, at the
McMillan Funeral Home
Chapel with the Rev. Robert
McCoy and the Rev. Glen

Brown officiating. Burial
was in the Prentiss
Memorial Gardens.

Pallbearers were Terry
McCoy, Jerry McCoy,
Dennis McCoy, Mike San-
ders, George Cook and
Homer Lancaster. Honorary
pallbearers were all the
members of the Sunday
School class Mr. McCoy
taught and the members of
Carl Greenhaw's Sunday
School class.

Mr. McCoy is survived by
his wife, Mrs. Surue Bennett
McCoy of Wheeler; three
daughters, Mrs. Nelson

(Continued on Page 2)

IN-SERVICE PROGRAM—Teachers from the Booneville and Baldwyn school systems
met in the Seth Pounds Auditorinm at Northeast Junior College Friday afternoen for a joint
in-service training program. Roy Hatten (on stage) of Roy Hatten Enterprises, Jackson,
Miss.. presented a program on “human relations.” The program was sponsored through
the Northeast Regional Education Service Agency,






