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—The Economy

Despite Sales Slump,
1980 Topped 1979

By KEN CHRISTIAN
amd ANGELA SMITH

Photo By Ken Christian

. Last Thursday Night

Comparing each month wiith the
same month one year ago, the sales
tax collections for the city of
Booneville indicate that for tlhe past
several months sales have been
declining. However, a look at 1980 as a
whole does not look quite so baid when
compared with 1979.

The gross sales tax collectiions for
Booneville were up in 1980 as com-
pared to 1979, figures from the State
Tax Commissioner’s office imdicate.

In 1979, the gross sales tax: collec-
tions for Booneville were $2,28:2,124 as
compared to $2,385,452 in 19%80. The
retail sales tax collectioms for
Booneville picked up from $2,270,533 in
1979 to $2,375,500 in 1980.

Figures for this December"s sales
tax collections show Boonevillle sales
were down by about 4.4 perceint when
compared to December 1979. The
city’s collections fell from $4i1,504 to
$39,671.

However, the month of December
was a much better month for
Booneville’s neighbor to the south.
When compared with Decemlber 1979
figures, sales tax collections for
Baldwyn were up more than 41.6
percent, from $15,703 in 1979 to $22,242
in 1980.

Also, retail sales tax collecttions for
Baldwyn rose from $1,049,759 for the

On the other hand, Baldwyn'’s gross
sales tax collections fell from
$1,082,112 for the year in 1979 to
$1,076,294 in 1980.

Baldwyn mayor Merle Rowan at-
tributes the huge increase in sales tax
collections for his city in December to
the oil situation.

“We feel the increase of sales tax
collections is due to the price of fuel,”
he said. ‘“People aren’t traveling as
much and they are trading at home.”

Mayor Rowan said gasoline is three
cents a gallon higher in Baldwyn than
it is in Booneville.

No new major businesses have
opened recently in Baldwyn that may
have accounted for the increase in
December’s sales tax collections, the
mayor said.

Booneville mayor Charles Crabb
cites the high interest rates as being a
cause of the slack in Booneville sales.

“People just aren’t spending as
much,” he said. ‘“‘There’s less home
building and purchases of automobiles
due to the high interest rates.”

He also cited Prentiss County’s 8.6
percent unemployment ratio as
another reason for’ the decrease in
sales tax collections.

“We try to compare Booneville's
sales tax collections with Aberdeen’s
sales tax collections...and we're

year in 1979 to $1,052,995 in 1980.

(Continued on Page 2)

Residents Meet With Boards
;Over Mobile Home Permit

A controversy from this
past summer resurfaced
Tuesday night when a group
of citizens from west
“Booneville attended the

- city’s regular board meeting
~Tuesday night, seeking to
have a review of a permit
which allowed a mobile
home to be located on
Summer Lane.

Bill Murphy, an unofficial

spokesman for the group of
citizens, told Booneville
Mayor Charles Crabb and
the board of aldermen that

the: citizens from the com-
mumnity who had protested
the issuance of that trailer
permit this summer had
been told it could be
reviewed in six months.

He said the six months
period is now up and the

What S Gomg On ?

Report It At 728-6214

‘ Marietta Masonic Lodge To Meet Feb. 7

i1 ~ The Marietta Masonic Lodge will confer a First Degree
i S‘aturday, Feb. 7, at 7 p.m. All Masons are being urged to

»“attend.

. *Old Time” Gospel Singing Friday Night
The Marietta Methodist Church will host the regular
monthly “0ld Time" gospel singing, Friday night, Feb. 6,
at 7 p.m. “Vic” Farrar urges everyone to attend.

Independent Church Of God To: Host Singing Feb. 7
There will be a singing at the Independent Church of
God, Saturday night, Feb. 7, at 7::15. Featured singers will
.be the “Happy Sounds.” Sundaw night, Feb. 8, a revival
%% will begin with the Rev. Frankie Miller from Alabama.

Musical At Jumpertown Methodist Church Feb. 8

The musical, “I Am Loved, You Are Loved,”

will be

presented Sunday, Feb. 8, at 6:30 p.m. at the Jumpertown
- Methodist Church by the West Prentiss Methodist Church.
* A potluck supper will follow the program.

citizens would like to know
what can be done. He said
some of the citizens had met
with the city planning

-commission last week and

had been told that the
planning commission could
do nothing about the permit.
In putting the problem in
perspective by giving a brief
review of the situation,
Mayor Crabb pointed out
that sometime between 1970
and 1972 the planning
commission gave building
inspector Nolan Wheeler the
authority to issue permits
for mobile homes and
established a list of 13
{Continued on Page 12)

Conterfeit Bills

Discovered

Several counterfeit $50
bills have been reported

circulating in Booneville .

within the last few weeks.

The Peoples Bank & Trust
Co. found several of the
counterfeit bills in their bank
deposits, according to vice-
president Thurston Davis.

““The bills were very badly
printed and should be easily
spotted,”” Davis said.

The serial number on the
counterfeit bills is I 95200431
A. he said.

Tenn-Tom Topic Of PCDA Banquet

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Practically a full house
turned out last Thursday
night for the Prentiss County
Development Association’s
fifth annual membership
banquet in the Mississippi
Room of the Frank Haney
Union at Northeast Junior
College.

Guest speaker Col. Lee
Tucker, District Engi%er,
Nashville Office, U.S. C ops
of Engineers, took 'the
banquet guests on a pictoral
trip down the still under
construction Tennessee-
Tombighee Waterway, via a
slide presentation.

Tucker, whose office is
responsible for construction
of the northern portion of the
oroject, said the waterway

At Jumpertown Water Association

is scheduled for operation
from oneend to the other by
the fall of 1985. Some
southern sections of the
waterway are already open
for traffic, he said.

Total construction on the
project is scheduled for

completion in 1986, he
added.
In pointing out the

economic advantages of
shipping on the waterway,
Tucker said one gallon of
fuel will move 259 tons by
truck, or 202 tons by rail, but
514 tons on the waterway.

The army colonel said the
first cargo shipped on the
southern section of the
waterway now open near
Demopolus, Ala., was a load
of soybeans.

The waterway, when
completed, will be 232 miles

long, extending from Pick-
wick Lake south to
Demopolus, and from there
through existing waterways
to Mobile, Ala., and the Gulf
of Mexico.

The channel itself will be
300 feet wide and will have a
nine-foot navigational
channel, he said.

There will be 10 locks on
the waterway, and they will
lift traffic a total of 341 feet
from Demopolus to Pick-
wick.

Tucker said that parts of
the northern and the
southern sections of the
waterway are already
complete. He said the
largest contract ever let by
the Corps—-a $271 million
contract let in 1978-is in the
still-to-be-completed center
section.

Citizens Protest Changes

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

Approximately 60 people
attended a Jumpertown
Water Association meeting
Tuesday night in the
Jumpertown Town Hall as a
result of a controversy over
recent changes in the town'’s
water association.

Originally this meeting
was planned to include only
Jumpertown Mayor Bobby

Smart and the five Jum-
pertown aldermen, who also

compose the Board of
Trustees for the Jum-
pertown Water Association,
plus the men who sup-

_posedly had a petition drawn

up to protest the newly
established minimum water
usage amount and the new
rates. Attornies for both
sides were also to be
present.

"Thomas Keenum
represented the Jum-
pertown Board of Trustees
and James Godwin
represented the
petitioners. ¢

At the beginning of the
meeting, attorney Godwin
presented a petition bearing
more than 200 names
protesting -the minimum
water usage amount and
new rates to the board of
2"dermen, '

immediately began asking
why the water bills were
raised from the minimum
$6.83 to $8 and why the
minimum 3,000 gallons were
lowered to 2,000 gallons.
Eddie Mauney,
spokesman for the board of
aldermen, explained that
Article XI, Section 6 of the
By-Laws of the Jumpertown

At Booneville High School

Water Association says,
“The Board of Trustees
shall determine the flat
minimum monthly rate to be
charged each member for a
specified quantity of water,
such flat minimum monthly
rate to be payable
irrespective of whether any
water is used by a member
during any mon

Mauney began @cplammg
the rates were raised in

. g ser to hel» 7 the elderly, but
Yeopie in the audience

wie audiende .Ja"»gﬂé sack so
loudly he did not finish his
statement.

The question was asked
why the water association
was now being ‘‘run by the
city of Jumpertown instead
of the government, as it used
to be.”

“Members of the water
assocfatien. ratified this in

(Continued on Page 12)

New Head Coach Named

By LEE GENTRY
Sports Editor

Booneville High School
principal Mac Curlee said
Wednesday that Charles
Gullett has been named the
new Booneville High School
head football coach for the
1981 season.

Coach Gullett, a veteran of
some 20 years in the
coaching ranks, replaces
former coach Curlee who
recently resigned as head
mentor.

Curlee had said that he
would remain as BHS
principal, but now says his
plans are incomplete.

Coach Gullett is no new
comer to the coaching
profession. A native of
Prentiss County, he is a
graduate of Booneville High
School, The Northeast
Mississippi Junior College
and The University of
Mississippi.

He has been involved with
the Booneville sports

program for some 13 years,

CHARLES GULLETT

working as assistant coach
at the high school and in the
Middle School programs,
working with the younger
athletes.

Coach Gullett, better
known to his friends as
“Doc” started his coaching
tenure at Shelby High School
in 1961-62. He then returned
to Booneville in 1962 and
served four years as
assistant coach under head
coaches Doug Herbert and
James Drewry.

In the fall of 1966 he went
to the southern part of the

state where he was head
coach at Thames Junior
High School and then ad-
vanced to the high school
ranks in 1968 when he
became head coach at
Walnut High School.

He spent three successful
seasons, there, including one
9-2 campaign and one 7-2
record, and in 1970 was
runnerup in the Tippamingo
Conference.

He then went to Cof-
feeville, Miss., in 1971 where
he served one year as head

(Continued on Page 12)

One of the major problems
tlhe Corps has encountered in
tlhe project, the colonel said,
was getting grass to grow in
the acidic soil being
removed from the divide
cut. The growth of grass is
mecessary on the disposal
areas to prevent erosion and
clamage to the environment,
he said.

“We've solved the
[problem,” he said, “but it
wasn’t easy.”

The most acidic soil had a
wh of 3.5 and it took 22 tons of
llime per acre to get grass to
grow there. “That’s a lot of
llime,” he said.

The largest disposal area,
the said, is 500 acres near
where the Illinois Central
(Gulf Railroad crosses the
waterway.

(Continued on Page 2)

COL. LEE TUCKER

A $50,000 grant has been
approved for the Prentiss-
Alcorn Water Association,
a spokesman for
Congressman Jamie
Whitten's office said
Monday.

The grant will be used to
help eliminate health
hazards associated with

contaminated wells, the

spokesman said. !
The $50,000 ln

Appalachian ;.egium..

ARC Grant Awarded

To Water Association

Commission funds will be
matched with $60,000 in
local funds and with $20,000
from the Farmers Home
Administration, he said.
The total cost of the project
will be $130,000.

The project will extend
service to 58 additional
custamers The system
c*urrently serves 410 users

Prenhss and Alcorn
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Sales Tax Collections

Down For December

Although Mississippi tax
collections, apparently
boosted by December
Christmas sales, were up
more than $19 million
statewide compared to
December 1979, city sales
tax collections for
Booneville continued the
trend of the last several
months by falling below the
amount collected during the
same period a year ago.

According to State Tax
Commission Chairman A.C.
‘““Butch’” Lambert,
Booneville took in a total of
$39,671 in sales taxes during
December 1980, compared to
$41 504 in December 1979.
This is a decrease of slightly
more than 4.4 percent, or
$1,833.

Lambert said total
revenue collections from all
sources for the state last

month amounted to more
than $102.7 million. This
-compared with $83.3 million
during December 1979.

As usual, the state sales
tax provided the largest
amount of December
revenue for the state,
totaling $56.3 million.This
compared with $49.4 million
collected during the same
month a year ago.

The following are
December 1980 sales tax
collections from selected
municipalities, with 1979
figures in parenthesis:

Aberdeen $38,260
($39,037); Amory $45,646
($49,171); Baldwyn $22,242
($15,703); Calhoun City
$12,617 ($11,796); Columbus
$208,691 ($186,615); Corinth
$114,290 ($98,030); Fulton
$24536 ($16535); Grenada

(Continued on Page 2)
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JUMPERTOWN ROYALTY—The 1980-81 Homecoming
Court at Jumpertown High School will be presented at
6:15 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, prior to the basketball game with
Tishomingo. This year's court consists of (from left)
sophomore maid Tracey White, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Grady White; senior maid Darlene Sweeney, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Sweeney; homecoming queen Janice
Grizzard, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Grizzard;
junior maid Lynette Miller, daughter of Mrs. Wauline
MecGee; and freshman maid Valarie Perrigo, daughter of
Mrs. Nannie Michael and Charles Perrigo.
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