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| i]ounty Unemployment

- % According to

™

"unemployed

* Unemployment in
“Prentiss County last month
soared to the highest figure
since June 1980.

the

Mississippi State

“Employment Service, 8.6
“percent of the civilian labor

force in Prentiss County was
during
‘December 1980. That
amounts to. about 970 in-
-dividuals who were out of
work.

The figure of 8.6 percent
for December compares to

8.1 percent in November

1980 and 6.2 percent in
December 1979,

The county’s civilian labor
force during the past month
was estimated to be 11,300,
down some 120 from the
previous estimate, but 370
above that of one year ago.

The number of county
residents employed also
declined, to 10,330 in

December from 10,490 in-

INovember.  However,
«compared to one year ago
tthere were 80 more in-
wdividuals working.

The monthly decline in the
mumber employed f[rom
INovember to December was
«lue primarily to seasonal
agricultural factors, a
spokesman for the State
IEmployment Service said.

Only a minimal change in
tthe establishment- based
employment in Prentiss
(County occurred from
INovember to December,
wvith the nonmanufacturing
iindustries responsible for
tthe slight decrease. Yearly
comparisons also revealed a
slight decline.

The four-county area of
Alcorn, Prentiss, Tippah
@and Tishomingo also ex-
perienced a decline in its
tiotal civilian labor force.
Area unemployment in
December stood at 4,530, or

Local Nominations

- The Booneville Junior

Auxiliary is once again
taking nominations for the
Outstanding Citizen Award
which is presented annually

at the JA-sponsored Charity

Ball.

The fourth annual Charity
B411 will be held March 27 at
the Ameiican Legibtn
‘building. The Outstanding
Citizen Award will be
bestowed on a Prentiss
Countian for his or her
humanitarian service, a
club spokesman said.

The Junior Auxiliary is
encouraging all civic
organizations and in-
dividuals to nominate a
deserving citizen for the
award.

The criteria used in
selecting the winner are:

Tiger Jam!

-specific work with youth;

--specific work with un-
dlerprivileged persons;

--contributions to the
thetterment of the com-
munity ;

—activity in church: af-
Hliatior, . A

--specific cultural con-
ttributions; and ;

—age (nominee must be
ver 40 years of age and a
wesident of Prentiss Coun-
fty).

Those organizations or
individuals making
mominations are asked to
jpresent detailed information

iabout the nominee’s par-

tticipation in any one or more
of these activities. They are

‘At Highest Since June

9.9 percent of the civilian
labor force. The figure for
December 1979 was 6.8
percent.

A total of 41,290 persons
were employed in the four-
county area in December,
down 710 from November
and down some 530 from one
year ago.

Non-agricultural wage
and “salaried workers ex-
perienced the greatest loss
in employment for both
comparison periods.

A total of 14,840 workers
were employed in
manufacturing industries in
the four-county area at mid-
December, down 140 from
the previous month and 1,750
from the estimate of one

© year ago.

Nonmanufacturing  ind-
ustries had 20,080 workers
employed at the reporting
period, down from last
month and one year ago.

Sought

For Outstanding Citizen

also asked to include a
biographical sketch,
cluding the nominee’s age,
address, employment,
length of residence in
Prentiss County, hobbies
and interests, and past
honors.

The first Outstanding
Citizen Award was
presented to the late, former
mayor Marion Smith by the
Prentiss County ' Develop-
ment Association. Other
awards have been presented
to Emmons Turner Jr., Mrs.

Mabel Nelson, and Mrs.
Louise Peeler.
Nominations should be

mailed by Feb. 20 to Mrs.
Robert Floyd, Booneville
Junior Auxiliary, 407
Marietta St., Booneville, MS
38829.

On Highway 30 Bypass

mission.

authorization date.”

The mayor was also advised that the formal
notice to proceed with the work on the war-
ning system was given on Jan. 21 to the
contractor, the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad.

The lights to be constructed at the
Booneville location are cantilevered flashing
lights and will project out over the highway.
No gates are planned.

Although the exact date work on the project
will begin is not definite, the railroad’s
agreement with the Highway Department
says that signal installation ‘“‘should reach the
construction stage within one year and shall
be completedwithin two years after the initial

The crossing in question, located on the
bypass near the American Packing Company,

(Continued on Page 2)

Warning Lights Slated For Crossmg

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

It’s been a. long time coming, but federal
funds in the amount of $47,600 have been
allocated for the purpose of establishing
automatic warning lights at the Illinois
Central Gulf railroad crossing on the High-
ways 4 and 30 Bypass in Booneville.

Mayor Charles Crabb received the
notification of final approval of the federal
dollars for the installation of the warning
lights last week from Bobby Richardson,
chairman of the Mississippi Highway Com-

NEW WARNING LIGHTS COMING—Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb has been notified
that final approval has been grranted for federal funds for construction of automatic war-
ning lights at this intersection of the Highways 4 and 30 Bypass and the Illinois Central
Railroad, located near Northeeast Junior College. The crossmg ‘has been the scene of
numerous accidents in the past.

in-

PCDA Banquet Tonight

The Prentiss County
Development Association’s
fifth annual membership
banquet will be held at 7

WESTERN NIGHT AT THE GAME—As part of a
weeklong Western Week at The Northeast Mississippi
Junior College, a Western Night was held Monday night
during the NE- Northwest games held at the Bonner

Amold Coliseum. In the top photo, Boenevilie’s Country

Sound, aided by Mr. Tiger, composed of Lefty

Johnson,

Tim Gann, Gene Gann, Larry Dunahoo, David Devaughn

and Shelia Gann, provide the musical entertainment while
the Northeast cheerleaders, Lana Coker, Yvette McIntire,
Lesa Pettigrew, Deborah Crumpton, Amy Brinkley, Greg
Wayne Stewart,
Bullock, and Steve Fandel, show their square dancing
skills in the bottom photo. (Photos by Lee Gentry.)

Kemp, Timmy Lancaster,

Rickey

p.m. tonight in the
Mississippi Room of the
Frank Haney Union at the
Northeast Junior College.

Col. Lee Tucker, Nashville
District Engineer for the
U.S. Corps of Engineers, will
be the guest speaker. He is
expected to gdiscuss the
progress and  future
development of the Ten-
nessee-Tombighee Wate-
rway as it relates to Prentiss
County.

At Pentecostal Church

Thieves Hit Parking Lot

While church members
attended prayer meeting,
thieves broke into two cars
parked in the First United
Pentecostal Church’s
parking lot Wednesday night
of last week.

A CB radio was  takem
from one of the cars and am
AM-FM radio8 track tape
player, valued-at about $168,,
were taken by the thieves..

The pastor of the church,,
Fire Report

The Booneville Fire
Department answered six
calls last week.

On Jan. 17, at about 6:10
p.m. there was a chimney
fire in the frame home off
W.C. Reed of Route 3,
Rienzi. There was no
damage reported to the
home.

Jan. 18 at around 11:45

(Continued on Page 2)

Calton Qualifies

A second candidate .has
qualified to seek the post of

chief of police in the
municipal election this
summer.

R.C. Calton filed this week
to run for that post in the
election to be held May 12.

Present Police Chief W.W.
Stacy, who qualified to run
for re-election earlier this
year, is the only other
candidate thus far who has
filed to rur for the post.

Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb has also qualified to
seek re-election. Willie D.

“Dicey” Jumper is the only
candidate thus far to file to
run for- one of the five
aldermen-at-large posts.

The deadline for can-
didates to qualify to run in
the municipal election is
April 10. That is also the lastt
date city residents who have
not registered to vote can do
so and still be eligible to vote
in the May 12 election.

If a.runoff election is
required, it will be held one
week later, on May 19. The
general election will be held
in June.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Booneville Chapter 0.E.S. To Meet Friday

Booneville Chapter No. 12 O.E.S. will have an initiation
Friday night, Jan. 30, at 7:30. All officers and members

are being urged to attend.

Local Minister Starts New Mission

Beginning Feb. 1, Bro. Curtis Briley will start a
Freewill Baptist Mission in Belmont. The mission, called
the Belmont Freewill Baptist Mission, will be located on
Highway 25. A sign will be posted by the church. Bro.
Briley said everyone is welcome.

Prentiss County Shrine Club To Meet Jan. 30

The Prentiss County Shrine Club will have their regular
monthly meeting Jan. 30 at 7 p.m. at the Town Motel.’
Potentate Ronnie Young will be present to install the new

club offieers:

the Rev. Larry Hill, said
Monday that it appeared
another car in the parking
lot had been tampered with.
. “An usher came out and

th it might have scaved the
_thieves away,” the pastor

said.

Over a year ago, a similar
episode occurred -at the
church, when thieves broke
into the Rev. Hill’'s home
adjacent to the church at 206
North Lake Street. At that

AT THE PAGEANT-—Darlene Sweeney,

suffered ,

time, Hill's gun collection
was taken,

Although the guns were
eventually refurned, they
; some. minor
damage and the identity of
the thieves was never
discovered, he said.

Chief W.W. Stacy said
Monday the items stolen
Wednesday night, have not
been- recovered, but an in-
vestigation is underway.

Prentiss

County’s Junior Miss, is in Meridian this week representing
the county in the state Junior Miss Pageant. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Sweeney and attends
Jumpertown High School. While in Meridian, she will be
competing with 48 contestants from throughout the state.
She will be judged on youth fitness, poise and appearance,
creative and performing arts, scholastic achievement, and
the judges’ interview. The winner of the state pageant will
represent Mississippi at the national Junior Miss pageant in

Mobile; Ala., this spring.






