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Against Datsun

Former Local Dealership

Files $1 Million Lawsuit

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
The former Datsun

dealership in Booneville has
filed a $1 million suit in
federal court in Bir-
mingham, Ala., against the
Nissan Motor Corporation in

U.S.A. (Datsun), charging
Nissan unlawfully con-
spired to drive the

% oneville dealership out of
business.

The conspiracy suit, an
amendment to a previously
filed suit in the Birmingham
court, was filed in the latter
part of 1980 on behalf of the
Spain Equipment Company
in Booneville by William H.
Spain, a resident of Bir-
rsingham.

COL. LEE TUCKER

Col. Tucker

To Speak
. At Banquet

{Colonel Lee W. Tucker,
Nashville District Engineer
for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, will be the guest
speaker at the Prentiss
County Development
Association’s fifth annual
membership banquet-to be
held at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 29, at Northeast Junior
Tollege.

Col. Tucker has been
Nashville District Engineer
since June 1980.

As District Engineer, he is

responsible for the
development and
management of water

resources throughout the
Cumberland River Basin,
and navigation and
regulatory matters in the

(Continued on Page 2)

| %

Spain and his father,
Haroild Spain of Booneville,
curreently own and operate
Spaim Equipment Company
as a partnership. However,
durimg most of the peried
that the company held the
Datsun franchise, William
Spain was the sole
proprietor and manager,
evem though his father
helped him with the
busimess.

Thie earlier suit filed by
Spaiin charges that Datsun
failerd to pay the dealership
approximately $34,000 in
wariranty work and ap-
proxiimately $60,000 in new
vehicle predelivery work.

The previous suit also
charges that Nissan
collected from freight

carriers approximately
$2,000 to cover in-transit
freight damage and con-
verted these funds to their
own use.

The original suit further
charges that Nissan forced
the Booneville dealership to
take unwanted and unor-
dered options and tools in
the amount of ap-
proximately $10,000.

The original suit also
charged that Nissan had, in
violation of the Sherman
Anti-trust act, required the
dealership to take Nissan
‘manufactured air con-
ditioners in order to obtfain
the dealer’s normal
allocation of automobiles.
Spain has asked for $60,000
in damages.

Prior To Banquet

PCDA Makes Some

Miembers attending the
Premtiss County Develop-
memt Association’s fifth
annwal membership banquet
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29,
at ithe Northeast Junior
Colliege will be greeted by a
few changes in the bylaws of
the organization.

PICDA President John
Smiith said the organization
is making these changes in
an attempt to become more
res)ponsive to the com-
mumity as a whole and to

give a continuity of
programs throughout the
county.

The basic change comes in
the structure of the PCDA
board of directors--a change
that was finalized during a
full PCDA membership
meeting on Jan. 12.

Smith said the PCDA
board of directors will now
consist of the mayors of the
four municipalities in
Prentiss County, two
members from the Prentiss

Total damages claimed by
Spain amount to ap-
proximately $1,164,000.

“This is an example of
what a huge corporation can
attempt to do to anyone who
dares question their
business practices,” Spain
told the Banner-
Independent.

This latest suit and its
amendment, tentatively
scheduled for jury trial in
Birmingham in early 1981, is
not the first confrontation
between Spain and Nissan.

Spain and Nissan entered
into a sales and service
agreement in 1973. Under
this agreement, Spain was
appointed by Nissan as a
Datsun dealer in Booneville.

(Continued on Puge 2)

Changes

County Board of Super-
visors, and 15 board
members who will be
elected during the Jan. 29
banquet.

“We're trying to have

members on the board of:
directors from all area’s of“v-

the county,” he said.
Another change this year
is in the area of PCDA
membership dues.
As in the past, PCDA will
offer individual mem-
(Continued on Page 2)

Free At Last!

END OF THE VIGIL—As twilight falls Tuesday af-
ternoon and it becomes clear that the 52 Americans held
hostage in Iran for 444 days have left Iranian airspace,
Maurine and Earl DuBoise of 104 N. Fifth St. remove the
yellow ribbon from a lamp post in their front yard. The
couple first displayed a yellow ribbon 14 months ago to

For PCEPA Customers

Coach Curlee will end

record.

Booneville High School head football
coach Mac Curlee Monday announced
ithat he has resigned from the coaching
ranks to assume fulltime duties as
Booneville High School Principal.

Curlee told the Banner-Independent
Monday that this wasn’t a recent decision
on his part and added that he had been
thinking about this for quite sometime.

tenure at Booneville High School, his best
season coming his first year when he
carred the Devils to an 8-3 overall season

Prior to hig BHS tenure, Mac coached
at both Ripley High School as head coach
and at Itawamba Junior College as

Curlee Resigns As Coach;
Will Continue As Principal

By LEE GENTRY
Sports Editor

paigns.

Curlee, a ten year veteran in the
coaching profession, will begin looking
for his replacement immediately so the
newly elected Booneville head coach can
start with the spring football program.

“I had been thinking about this for
quite sometime,’” Curlee said. I talked
with Mr. -Henderson as early as last
August about this and of course con-
firmed it now.”

The former BHS mentor said his
decision was indeed a permanete one and
added that he would remain
ministration.

Booneville City School Superintendent
Troy Henderson said he had talked to
coach Curlee several times about this and

a three year

NEW SITE ROYALTY—Members of the New Site High
School’s 1980-81 homecoming court are (from left) Melanie
Johnson, junior maid; Connie Hunter, sophomore maid; Pat
Floyd, homecoming gueen; Sara Greene, freshman maid;

and Beverly Ivey, senior maid. New Site homecoming
festivities will be held at half-time during the boy's
basketball game Tuesday night, Jan. 27.

assistant. Both were successful cam-

in ad-

(Continued on Page 2)

show their support of the hostages. After the first ribbon

became weather-beaten, Mrs. DuBoise replaced it with

another. Several Prentiss

County

residents have

displayed the yellow ribbons which became a national

symbol during the trying days of captivity

Americans.

for the

Heating Bills Higher Than Last Year

The arctic cold air which
has brought record tem-
~peratures and ruet shortages
to much of the southeast is
bringing sharply higher bills
to electric heating
customers in north
Mississippi.

“Bills are noticeably
higher than those Ilast
winter,” according to Nick
Anest, manager of the

Mississippi district ¢f TVA.
“'f‘!f?w yrm.m&m con-

- ibuting 3 s bg i

“First, there has

- rate imerease of about 25

percent since last winfer’s
heating bills,”’ he said.
*“And, of course, there is the
cold weather. TVA records
show the past 30-day period
has been about 32 percent
colder than the same period

Murphy Named To
Board Of Trustees

The Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors has
announced the appointment
of Don Murphy, assistant
manager of radio station
WBIP, to the board of
trustees of the Northeast
Mississippi Hospital in
Booneville.

On the board, Murphy
replaces Claude D. “‘Sonny”
Martin Jr., whose term has
expired.

The hospital board of
trustees is a five-member
governing body whose
purpose is to formulate
plans and policies that will
insure the people of
Booneville and Prentiss
County the highest possible
standard of health care.

Each member of the board
serves a five-year term.
Three of the members are

DON MURPHY

appointed by the county
board of supervisors and the
other two by the Booneville
board of mayor and
aldermen.

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

VFW To Sponsor Fish Fry Friday Night

The Prentiss County VFW is sponsoring a fish fry this
Friday night, Jan. 23, beginning at 7 p.m. This is a special
meeting to honor Joe Ray Langston with his life’s
membership. Special guests will also attend. There will be

a charge for the fish fry.

Prentiss County Shrine Club To Meet Jan. 30

The Prentiss County Shrine Club will have their regular
monthly meeting Jan. 30 at 7 p.m. at the Town Motel.
Potentate Ronnie Young will be present to install the new

club officers.

Benefit Gospel Singing Jan. 30 For Church And Cemetery
There will be a a benefit gospel singing for the County

Line Church and Cemetery Friday night,
7 p.m. at the Old Dry Creek schoolhouse.

beginning at 7

Featured singers will be the Harmonies,

Jan. 30,

the Gospel

edition, and the Singing Echoes. No admission will be
charged, but donations will be requested. The concession

stand will be open.

last year.”

“And then there is the
helida: goan wisich-ija
included in bills now weing
mailed,”” he continued.
“Most families use more
energy for water heating,
cooking, and heating during
this period.”

Anest advised customers

to try to budget larger
amounts for heating bills
this winter. He also

suggested customers seek
ways to save on heating
costs, especially by reducing
thermostat settings to 68
degrees.

“Older people should not
reduce temperatures below
the 68 to 70 degree mark,” he

cautioned.
Anest also suggests
“amers who have not

done so should request a {ree
energy survey for their
homes. A trained advisor will
check insulation levels and
heat leaks and point out
ways to save on heating.

“Since we have a sub-
stantial backlog of requests,
this assistance will not be in
time for the present heating
season, but will help in
future heating and cooling
seasons,” he said.

Prentiss County Electric
Power Association
customers may requestan
energy survey by calling
728-4433 or 365-7161.

City Drug Raid

Nets One

A 24-year-old Booneville
man was arrested and
charged with possession of
illegal drugs as the result of
a raid at an East Church
Street residence Monday
night.

Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy said Tuesday
that Roy Folds, 24, of East
Church Street was charged
wih possession of marijuana
and other illegal drugs
following the raid at his
place of residence.

Arrest

Stacy said that, during the
raid, police officers con-

fiscated ‘‘quite a bit" of
marijuana and about 70
RJS's.

According to a spokesman
for the Timber Hill’s Mental
Health Center, which
operates a drug counselling
program in Prentiss County,
RJS is an amphetamine (or
sometimes a bi-
amphetamine). It is a
controlled substance and is

(Continued on Page 2)

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Writer

State epidemiologist Dr.
Durward Blakely said last
week in Jackson that the
198081 flu season could
result in as many as 25,000
Mississippians with in-
fluenza. 3

However, a check with
the Northeast Mississippi
Hospital and the local
school systems indicate
that flu has not reached
epidemic levels in Prentiss
County.

A spokesman for Nor-
theast Mississippi Hospital
said Monday there was
only one patient there with
flu, o

According to a

Flu Outbreak Not
Epidemic Here -- Yet

spokesman for the office of
city schools’ superin-
tendent Troy Henderson,
absenteeism in the
Booneville schools is about
normal, except at the
elementary school. The
number of absent students
there is up somewhat,

possibly due to flu and a
stomach virus, it was
reported.

The city schools reported
a total of 131 absentees
Monday. The elementary
school] was the hardest hit
with 43 absentees. The high
school reported 33 ab-
sentees; the middle school,
28; and Anderson Junior
High, 27.
Overall, the number of
(Continued on Page 2)







