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By Two Masked Men

Woman Beaten, Robbed |

A prominent Booneville
businesswoman, returning
from dinner with a friend
last Friday night, was
surprised at her home by
burglars who beat her,
robbed her and left her
bond and gagged.

According to Booneville
Police Chief W.W. Stacy,
Mrs. Marjorie Waters of 302
McCarley Avenue was
grabbed by two white males
when she entered her home
about 9:50 p.m. Friday, Jan.
9,

Mrs. Waters said the two
men were already inside her
uwme when she arrived. She
said she unlocked the door,
reached inside to turn on the
light, and was immediately
grabbed by wrist, pulled
inside and knocked to the
floor.

The men were armed with
handguns and wore masks--
one a ski mask and the other
i “Halloween-type mask,
Mrs. Waters said. She
described one of her
assailants as being a very
large man, but said the other
one was smaller than
average.

From Last Year

The two men hit and
kicked her and threatened to
kill her if she did not
cooperate, Stacy said.

They removed her rings
and necklaces and rum-

majged through her purse,
takiing about $500 in cash, he
saidl. They forced her into a
bediroom where they tied her
witlh rope and taped her
mowuth with duct tape.

Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy this week
issued a warning to
residents of the city to be
on the lookout around their
own homes and those of
their neighbors for any

strange or unusual ac-
tivity. .
Nationwide statistics

indicate crimes formerly
considered mostly as “big
city”’ crimes are now
becoming much more
common in rural areas of
the country.

Those statistics are
seemingly supported by
the apparent increase in
break-ins, armed rob-

Report Suspicious
Activity, Stacy Urges

beries and other crimes in
Booneville and Prentiss
Cowunty in the past few
years.

Chief Stacy said that
citiizens of the city could
hellp the police department
by noting any suspicious
acttivity in their com-
mumnity and then reporting
it immediately to the
Booneville Police
Department.

“‘If you hear any strange
nojise, or see any suspicious
cairs around your house or
yowr neighbor’s house, call
the police department at
onice,” Stacy said.

Apparently the burglars
had been in Mrs. Waters’
home for some time prior to
her return. Before she
arrived, they had taken a
bedspread from one of the
bedrooms and used it to
collect various items, in-
cluding expensive silver
service sets, pieces of
jewelry and rings, Stacy
said.

The burglars also broke
and damaged numerous
valuable items, such as
crystal glasses and pieces of
a China bird collection, the
police chief said.

The total value of the
items taken amounts to
several thousand dollars, he
said. However, in addition to
the monetary value of the
items taken and damaged,
Mrs. Waters said many of
them were family pieces and
had high sentimental value.

The officers who in-
vestigated the incident the
night it occurred said entry
was apparently gained by
using a prying device to
force the front door open,
demolishing the door facing.

(Continued on Page 17)

“Sales Tax Collections Remain Down

Sales tax collections for
the city of Booneville during
the month of November
continued to show a
decrease when compared to

the same period a year ago,
according to the State Tax
Commission’s November
report released last week.

For Ndvember 1980, the

citty of Booneville reported
sales tax collections of
$318,633, down more than 6.6
percent from the November
19779 figure of $41,363.

FIGHTING THE BLAZE—Booneville Fireman Oscar Lee McGee works to extinguish the
fire in the attic of the Jerry Christian home at 100 Jumper Circle.. Fire Chief Frank Fleming
said the fire apparently began around a wood burning heater aind worked its way into the
attic. The fire occurred about 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 9. Fleming alsso reported that there have
been numerous grass and brush fires in the county recently duie to the unusually dry con-

ditions.

_Thrasher PTO To Sponsor Spaghetti Supper
The Thrasher PTO will sponsor a spaghetti supper
Saturday night, Jan. 17. Spaghetti will be served from 4:30
until 6:30 p.m. The price is $2.50 for adults and $1.75 for

students.

Wheeler-Frankstown Water Association To Meet
: The Wheeler-Frankstown Water Association will hold
its annual meeting Tuesday, Jan. 20, at 6:30 p.m. at the

Wheeler

school. President Wimp Caldwell said that

everyone using water from the system is encouraged to be

present.

Choir And Puppet Team To Be Featured

The choir and puppet team from the Fulton Bridge
Baptist Church in Hamilton, Ala., will be at Crestwood
Baptist Church Sunday, Jan. 18, at 6 p.m. with their

pastor, Bro. Jaspet Neil.

{(More on Page 3)

For the past several
months sales taxes collected

in Booneville have been#

falling behind the afmount¥
sales taxes collected during
corresponding periods of one
year ago. However, for the
month of November, tax
collections statewide also
showed a decline when
compared to November
1979.

State Tax Commissioner
chairman A.C. ‘“‘Butch”
Lambert blamed inflation
and a pre-Christmas
shopping slump for dropping
state tax collections during
November..

Sales tax collections
during November totaled $49
million statewide, down
more than $6.5 million when
compared to the $55.6
million collected during the
same month a year ago.

Sales tax collections
usually provide the largest
amount of monthly revenue

' for the state, the Tax
Commissioner said.
Although November

: collections were down, total

revenue for the year was up
more than seven percent.
Collections for the year,
which began July 1, totaled
more than $544.2 million
compared to $507.6 million
during the corresponding
period a year ago.
Following are selected
municipal sales tax
collections figures from the
month of November 1980
with November 1979 figures
in parenthesis:
Aberdeen $37,906
($40,791); Amory $50,677
(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?| Jumper Qualifies

Report It At 728-6214

For Alderman Post

The first person to seek
election to one of the city’s
{ive aldermen-at-large posts
has filed to run in the city
election to be held this
spring.

City Clerk June Hutcheson
said Wednesday that Willie
D, *“Dicey” Jumper has
qualified to run for the
alderman post.

Jumper was one of five
candidates in the special
election held in December to
till the vacant alderman post
of the late J.W. Timbes.
Bluford Allen won that

election.

Thus far Jumper is the
only candidate to file to run
for an alderman position this
spring. However, incumbent
mayor Charles Crabb and
incumbent police chief W.W.
Stacy have both qualified to
seek re-election to their
respective posts.

The city’s primary will be
held Tuesday, May 12. The
deadline to qualify to run for
one of the five aldermen
posts, for mayor, or for chief
of police is Friday, April 10.

SNAPPED POLE—Trentiss County

Association crews work

Electric Power

onday to replace a power pole at

the intersection of Ame ican Avenue and North Coliege
Street that was broken when a United Parcel Service truck

In Northern Sectioii

hit it. The driver of the truck s aid he hit the pole while trying
to dodge a car that pulled out in tvont of him as he was
traveling south on College Sireet.’
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Broken Pole €auses Brief Outage

Residents of the northern
section of Booneville were
without electric power for a
short time Monday af-
ternoon while Prentiss
County Electric Power
Association crews worked to
replace a broken power pole.

The pole, located at the
intersection of North College
Street (Old Hwy. 45) and
American Avenue, snapped
when it was struck by a
United Parcel Service truck

just prior te 3 p.m. Monday.

Billy J. Lessel of Blue
Springs, driver of the UPS
18-wheeler, said he was
neaded south on College
Street when a car pulled out
of the Schweiger Industries
road, running the stop sign
there.

Lessel said the driver of
the car hit his brakes when
he saw the truck coming,
stopping in the middle of
College Street.

In McNairy County

The UPS driver said he
swerved to miss the car and
hit the power pole.

“It was either the car or
the pole,” he said.

After the truck hit the
pole, the driver of the car
took off, leaving the scene,
Lessel said.

Damage to the UPS truck
was relatively light. The
windshield was. broken on
the passenger’s side and the
roof of the cab was bent

slightly. There was also a
slight hole punched in the
roof of the trailer, the driver
said.

Lessel said he was only
going about 15 mph when he
hit the pole.

The Banner-Independent
was unable to contact
Prentiss County Electric
Power Association officials
Wednesday morning for an
estimate of damages to the
power lines.

Holland Bound To Grand Jury

A Parchman Prison
escapee who alledgedly
abducted six hostages
during a five-day rampage
last month has been bound
over to the McNairy County,
Tenn., Grand Jury on rape
charges.

James Earl Holland, a 35-
year-old native of Baldwyn,
is being held in the McNairy
County Jail in Selmer under
$250,000 bond.

He was bound over to the
action of the Grand Jury as a
result of a preliminary
hearing held Monday in
Selmer.

Public officials involved in
the case are currently under
a gag order from General
Sessions Judge Paul Simp-
son, He has instructed the
officials not to discuss the
case with reporters.

According to statements

from State Corrections;
Department officials prior
to the gag order, Hollandl
escaped from the
Mississippi State
Penitentiary in Parchmam
on Dec. 17 and took a prisom
nurse and her eight-year-old
son as hostages. Holland
was serving concurrent 50
and 20-year sentences for
robbery and kidnapping.
After abondoning his firsit

two hostages, leaving them
handcuffed to the steering
wheel of a pickup, Holland
alledgedly forced his way
into the home of an elderly
Prentiss County couple and
held them for several hours
before fleeing.

Leaving Prentiss County,
Holland reportedly abducted
an 18-year-old Corinth
woman and her 18-year-old

(Continued on Page 17)

WHEELER ROYALTY—Members of the 1980-81
Wheeler homecoming court are (from left) Lynette Tate,
senior maid: Tami Meeks, homecoming queen; Regina
Holland, junior maid; Terina Hatfield, senior maid;

Jennifer Ryan, sophomore maid: and Karen Koon, fresh-
man maid. The Wheeler Hiigh School homecoming will be
held at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 16.







