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‘Floyd And Allen
To Be In Runoff

&«

Since none of the five
candidates seeking the
alderman-at-large post in
the city’s special election
Saturday received a
majority of the votes cast, a
runoff election will be held
this coming Saturday at City
Hall.

Robert Floyd, who led the
field with 188 votes, and
Bluford Allen, who came in
second with 144 votes, will
face each other in the runoff
this Saturday.

Eliminated from the race

In 12 Areas

'in Saturday’s election were

Keith Shackelford, who
received 114 votes; Harold
Wigginton, who received 61
votes; and Willie D. Jumper
who received 58 votes.

City Clerk June Hutcheson
reports that voter turnout in
the special election was very
low. Less than 20 percent of
the city’s registered voters
turned out for the election.

Out of approximately 3,000
registered city voters, 566
actually voted. One of these
was invalidated due to the

fact that the voter marked
two names on the ballot.
This means 565 votes were
actually counted.

The polls will open again
this Saturday at 7 a.m. for
the runoff and will close at 6
p.m. All residents will cast
their votes at City Hall.

The candidate who
receives the most votes
Saturday will serve the
remainder of the term of
J.W. Timbes who died
earlier this fall.

Teacher Certification Stricter

The State Board of
Education voted Monday in
Jackson' to raise the
minimum scores required
for teacher certification in
12 subject areas, effective
April 1, 1983.

The board’s action will
replace the present 850 score
minimum needed to qualify
for a teacher’s license after
the receipt of a bachelor’s
degree in a teacher
education program.

The new minimum scores
will be 944 for mathematics,
928 for media specialist, 921
for social studies, 918 for
elementary education, 916
for physical education, 914

for biology and general
science, 913 for home
economics, 911 for
chemistry and physics, 908
for Spanish, 907 for music
education, 904 for English
language and literature, and
897 for early childhood
education.

The 850 requirement will
continue to apply for the
teaching areas of art,
business, special education,
French, industrial arts,
speech communications and
theater, audiology, German,
and speech pathology until
further study has been done,
according to Dr. Bob
McCord, assistant
superintendent of education.

In areas for which no NTE
tests exist, a score of 432 on
the common part of the
examination will be ae-
ceptable.

The changes  were
recommended after a study
conducted by Educational
Testing Service of Prin-
ceton, N.J. The study
suggested the increased
minimums to upgrade both
training in the colleges and

universities and the caliberl

of teachers.

McCord said that ap-
proximately 97 percent of
those who take the exam
score higher than the 850

PRE-FLIGHT CHECKUP—While at
Booneville to visit with patients on Christmas Eve, Santa Claus stopped by
the emergency room for a final checkup prior to making his rounds of
delivering gifts to good little boys and girls around the world. He was

Enroute To Boeneyille
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Texas

A 29-year-old Walthall
man is being held in
Choctaw County in con-
nection with the sniper
slaying Friday of a 9-year-
old Texas boy who was
traveling to Booneville with
relatives for the holidays.

Choctaw County Sheriff
Hayes Mills said that Ronald
G. Shaw of Webster County
has been held without bond
in the Choctaw County Jail
in Aberdeen since his arrest

about 30 minutes after the
- shooting Friday.

According to authorities,
9-year-old Terrel Johnson,
his 12-year-old sister,

; : Lachelle, and his mother,

CHECKING THE BOOKS—City Clerk June Hutcheson (second from left) and election
holders (from left) Mrs. Jane Caveness, Truman Claunch and Nolan Wheeler search the
city’s books of registered voters for the names of some of those attempting to vote in
Saturday’s special election. Several persons wishing to vote in the election discovered that
they had neglected to register to vote with the city. Mrs. Hutcheson pointed out that even if
a city resident is registered to vote with the county, they must still register with the city in
order to be eligible to vote in city elections.

. Linda

Johnson, were
traveling on the Natchez
Trace Parkway with the
woman’s fiance, Kenneth
Brinkley, and his son when
the shooting occurred.
About three miles south of

Mathiston near the Ballard
Creek Crossing of the
Natchez Trace, a bullet
pierced the bottom of the
rear door on the passenger’s
side and struck the Johnson
boy and his sister,
authorities said. Mrs.
Johnson, Brinkley, and
Brinkley’s son were not
injured, but Terrel bled to
death before they could
reach a hospital for help.

Sheriff Mills said Brinkley
drove the car into Mathiston
to seek help after the
shooting. The car was
escorted . to the Webster
County Hospital where the
boy died from loss of blood
at about 3:30 a.m. Lachelle
Johnson was treated and
released from the hospital
with a superficial wound in
the hip.

Mills said Shaw was
arrested driving his pickup

Water Association

Gets FmHA Money

The Farmers Home
Administration has ap-
proved a loan of $60,000 and
a grant of $20,000 to the
Prentiss-Alcorn Water
Association Inc., according
to Mark Hazard, state
FmHA director.

The funds will be used to
extend the domestic water
distribution system to serve
58 additional customers,
Hazard said. A total of 468

What’s Going On?

New Year's Eve Service At Mt. Pleasant Church

There will be a New Year’s Eye service beginning at
7:30 p.m. at the Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. There will
be sever2! speakers and singers.

Gospel Singing Friday Night At Marietta

The regular “Old Time” gospel singing will be held at
the Marietta Methodist Church Friday night, Jan. 2,
beginning at 7 p.m. “Vic” Farrar is in charge.

Prentiss County Mental Health Association To Meet
The Prentiss County Mental Health Association will
meet at 7 p.m. Jan. 5 at the George E. Allen Library. Jim
Ward, executive director of the Alcohol and Drug
Program at Western State in Bolivar, Tenn., is scheduled

to be the gfiest speaker.

Watch Night Set For New Year’s Eve At Blythe’'s Chapel
The Blythe’s Chapel Church, located nine miles east of
Booneville, will have a Watch Night service New Year'’s
Eve, beginning at 8 p.m. The Gloryland Singers, The
Templeairs, The Old Timey Gospel Singers, The Joy
Makers and the youth group from Pisgah will sing.
Sandwiches, cakes and coffee will be furnished.

Prentiss County Vo-Tech To Hold Night Classes

The Prentiss, County Vocational Technical School will
have registration and begin classes Monday, Jan. 5, at 6
p.m. for night classes for the second semester. Course
offerings will be on demand. If you are interested in a
particular course, you are asked to be present for the
registration meeting and invite others to come with you.
Courses will be offered in Business and Gffice and Trade

and Industrial areas.

rural residents are current
users of the system.

The $60,000 loan is being
provided by FmHA with
repayment to be made over

a period of 40 years at 5

percent interest.

A total of $548,200 in
FmHA loan funds were
awarded to the Prentiss-
Alcorn Water Association
from 1972 through 1975,
Hazard said.

City Tax Books
Are Now Open

For Payment

The city tax bocks are now
open and ready for payment,
City Clerk June Hutcheson
said Monday.

City residents may pay
their taxes any time during
regular business hours at
Mrs. Hutcheson's office in
the City Hall, she said.

City Hall will be closed
Thursday, Jan. 1, for the
New Year’s holiday, but will
be open Friday.

Taxes not paid by Feb. 1,
1981, will be deliquent, she
said.

the Northeast Hospital in

along the Natchez Trace
about 1:45 a.m. Friday after
Brinkley described a pickup
he had seen on the roadside
just before the bullet hit the
car.

A loaded .35 caliber
hunting rifle was reportedly

found in Shaw’s plckup when
he was arrested. Charges
against Shaw were not filed
immediately, pending the
results of ballistic tests to
determine if a spent car-
tridge removed from
Brinkley’s car matched the

pronounced “fit as a fiddle” by Dr. Jose Madara (left), ward secretary
Mitzi Windham (back) and nursing supervisor Marilyn Kelley (right).
Christmas elf Linda Chaffin (second from left) accompanied Santa on his
visit to the hospital

Boy Dies From bmper s Bullet

recovered rifle.

Sheriff Mills said beer
cans, napkins and cigarette
butts found along the park-
way matched those found in
the suspect’s car. Shaw also
reporteldy failed to pass a
sobriety test after his arrest.

Dental Hygiene Program

Receives Accreditation

The Dental - Hygiene
Program at the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College
received notification this
week that its accreditation
classification has been
raised to “approval.”

The announcement, made
by the American Dental
Association’s Commission
on Dental Accreditation,
was given following a visit of
the school’s facilities in

early October of this year.

Approval, the best of four
classifications given by the
association, is granted to an
educational program to
indicate that it has achieved
or exceeded the basic
requirements for ac-
creditation. It also indicates
that the program has no
serious deficiencies or
weaknesses.

The two-year training

program at Northeast,
currently under the direc-
tion of Dr. Lee C. Eads, has
just completed its third
year. It is one of three such
programs in the state.

To date, the Northeast
program has graduated
eight students, all of whom
passed state boards on their
first attempt. Presently,
there are 21 students
enrolled in the program.

Aletha Lodge Application

Referred To Commission

During its monthly board
of directors’ meeting
Thursday, Dec. 18, the
Mississippi Health Systems
Agency Inc. referred an
application for a change of
ownership at the Aletha
Lodge Nursing Home in
Booneville to the Mississippi
Health Care Commission.

The hearing for this
change of ownership was
originally scheduled for last
month’s meeting but was
postponed until this month

On Jan. 5

so that further information
could be obtained.

A Louisiana physician, Dr.
Prentiss Smith of Baton
Rouge, has expressed an
interest in buying the stock
of the Booneville nursing
home from NuCare Inc., the
present owner at an
estimated cost of $447,900.

In the Dec. 18 meeting the
MHSA board reconsidered
the application from
NuCare, but due to the fact

that no formal agreement
has been negotiated by the
buyer and the seller, the
board referred the ap-
plication to the Health Care
Commission.

In other action, the MHSA
board recommended the
approval of a three-year,
$174,640 Rural Health
Initiative Continuation
Application from Shiloh-
Pickwick Health Services,
Inc. at Pickwick Dam, Tenn.

Hawkins To Take Oath

Armis Hawkins, Supreme
Court Justice-elect, will take
the oath of office and be
sworn in as Associate
Justice of the Mississippi
Supreme Court in
Ceremonies at the
Chickasaw County Cour-

thouse in Houston on Jan. 5
at 2:30 p.m.

Hawkins, a 60-year old
Houston Attorney won a seat
on the High Court in the
November general election.
The Supreme Court position
is being vacated by the
retiring Justice Kermit
Coather. Hawkins’ swearing
in ceremonies to be held in the
Houston court room will be a

break with tradition. Nor-
mally Supreme Court
Justices take the oath of
office in Jackson in the
Chamber of High Court.

Retiring Justice Kermit
Coather will administer the
oath of office to Justice-
elect Hawkins






