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After ‘Most Intense Manhunt Ever’

Parchman Escapee Surrenders In Tennessee

. THE SEARCH IS ON—County and state law efficers converged on
northeast Mississippi Thursday meorning after it was discovered that an
escapeed convict from the Mississiippi State Penitentiary in Parchman had
apparently abandoned two hostagies in South Prentiss County. In the top
right photo, Prentiss County Sherif'f John McCauley checks on the progress
of other officers via Sherif’s Department radio. In the left photo, an
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fire.
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T hé -Number
Is 365-8138

Due to a typographical error,
| emergency number to report a fire in the Wheeler-
¢ Frankstown area was given inciorrectly in last week’s
paper. The correct number is 36;5-8138.

This is the number Third Distriict residents living in the
Wheeler and Frankstown areas should call to report a

When this number is called, tellephones at six different
locations ring at the same time. 'This means residents in
need of emergency assistance from the Wheeler Volun-
teer Fire Department should e able to get help by
making only one call. Someone should be available at one

, of the six locations at all times, @ Wheeler fireman said.

The Banner-Independent regrets listing the number
incorrectly last week and urges those who may have
jotted the incorrect number down to make the necessary
corrections immediately so that tthe wrong number is not
called in the event of an emergency.

This number - 365-8138 -- is to be used for emergencies
only. For other purposes concerning the Wheeler Fire
Department, contact Fire Chief FPhil Fraser or one of the

the new one-call

.

For Alderman Post

Corridor Study

Concerns

A preliminary summary
from the Mobile District
Corps of Engineers lists 17
major concerns persons
attending four recent public
meetings on the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Corridor Study
feel the study should ad-
dress.

The first of these four
public meeting was held
Dec. 1 at the Northeast
Tunior College in Booneville.

According to study
manager Joseph R. Birin-
delli Jr., the 17 major
concerns expressed at the
four meetings are:

(1) What are the best

List
isted
are:as for development?

(2) What types of in-
dusitries should be at-
traccted?

(3) What will be the
economic development
impact on the local tax base
and infrastructure needs?

(4) What kinds of jobs will
be produced, how many, and
willl employment be
avaiilable for minorities?

(%) The economic
development model should
be wone local planners can
use and access easily and
cheiaply.

(6) What will be the

(Continued on Page 2)

automatic rifle and shotgun testily to the seriousness of the search as an
officer from the Mississippi Department of Corrections talks with other
units by mobile radio. In the lower right pheto, a Memphis television crew
interviews State Corrections Department Commissioner Morris Thigpen in
the front yard of John Martin Masrow in {2 Geeville Coimunity. (Phatoz
by Ken Chrhtian ) ;

Special Election Saturday

City residents will have a
field of five candidates
from which to choose in the
special election ‘this
coming Saturday to fill the
unexpired _ alderman-at-

'large post of the late JW.
Timbes.
Candidates seeking the

post are Willie D. Jumper,
Keith Shackelford, Bluford

Allen, Robert Floyd, and

Harold Wigginton.
“According to the mayor's

office, the polls will open at

7 a.m. Saturday and will
close at 6 p.m. All residents

For State, Nation

will vote at the City Hall.

If no candidate receives
a majority (more than
half} of the votes.cast, a

runoff election will be held
one week later hetween the

two candidates receiving
the most votes. .

Unemployed At 7.1 Percent

Mississippi’s unemplo-
yment rate rose to 7.1
percent in November, an
increase of four-tenths of a
percentage point compared
to October’s 6.7 percent
jobless rate, according to
Mississippi Employment

Security Commission
Executive Director O.H.
Simmons. Last year'’s
November unemployment

rate was 5.3 percent.

The 7.1 percent unem
ployment rate for the state
was the same as the national
rate for November. MESC
figures showed 72,600
unemployed and 949,900
employed out of a civilian
labor force of 1,022,500. The
initial Unemployment
Insurance claims totaled
14,555 for November.

The counties having the
highest unemployment rates
were Alcorn, with a rate of
13.6 percent; Noxubee and
Jefferson, each with a rate
of 11.9 percent; and Jeff
Davis, with a rate of 11.6
percent.

Issaquena, Rankin,
Oktibbeha, and Lafayette
counties had the lowest
jobless rates for November.
Issaquena had a rate of 3.4

percent, Rankin and
Oktibbeha each had a rate of
4.1 percent, and Lafayette
had an unemployment rate
of 4.2 percent.

Fifty-nine of the state’s 82

counties showed an increase
in their unemployment rates
for November, while 18
reported decreases. The
jobless rate is five counties
remained the same.

What’s Going On?|

Report It At 728-6214

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Watch Night Set For New Year’'s Eve At Blythe’s Chapel
The Blythe’s Chapel Church, located nine miles east of
Booneville, will have a Watch Night service New Year's
Eve, beginning at 8 p.m. Four groups are scheduled to
sing. Sandwiches, cakes and coffee will be furnished.

Prentiss County Vo-Tech To Hold Night Classes

The Prentiss County Vocational Technical School will
have registration and begin classes Monday, Jan. 5, at 6
p.m. for night classes for the second semester. Course
offerings will be on demand. If you are interested in a
particular course, you are asked to be present for the

registration meeting and invite others to come with you. .

Courses will be offered in Business and Office and Trade

and Industrial areas.

Timber Hills Offers HOPE

HOPE (Helping Others in Personal Emergencies), a
crisis telephone counseling service, is provided by Timber
Hills Mental Health Services. Phone 728-3174 from 8 a.m.
until 4:45 Monday through Friday. After hours and on
weekends, phone 1-286-9209 toll-free.
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An escaped prisoner from
the Mississippi State
Penitentiary in Parchman is
back in custody this week

-after sparking what some

officials have described ‘as
one of the most intense
manhunts ever conducted in
northeast Mississippi.
James Earl Holland, 35, of
Rt. 2, Baldwyn, surrended
to authorities in Oakland,
Tenn., about 1 p.m. Sunday.
He was arraigned Monday in
Selmer, Tenn., on a rape
charge stemming from the

' five-day, seven state spree

in which he reportedly took a
total of six hostages.
In addition to the charges

. in Tennessee, Holland also

faces possible assault,
kidnapping and escape
charges in Mississippi, as
well as the possibility of
other charges in the two
states.

According to  State
Corrections Department
Morris Thigpen, Holland
escaped from the state
prison at Parchman after
breaking inte the home of
one of the prison officials
and taking a .357 magnum
and a walkie-talkie. -

Holland was serving
concurrent 50 and 20 year
ferms for armed robbery
and kidnapping in con-

*,

nection with the robbery of
a Lee county grocery and a
Prentiss County service
station in 1977,

Prior to the escape, prison
officials described Holland
as a “model prisoner.” He
was a trusty at Parchman

JAMES EARL HOLLAND

and worked with the prison
canine unit--he helped
corrections officers feed,
train and handle the dogs
used in hunting escapees.
Ironically, officials say he
used his knowledge of the
tracking dogs Wednesday
night and Thursday morning
to avoid capture.
Apparently Holand was
assigned the job of feeding
these dogs while Maj. Roger
Vandlandingham, an officer

of security at the prison, was
out of town.

Thigpen told the Banner-
Independent Thursday
morning that Holland
managed to break into the
Vanlandingham home

between 5:30 and 6 p.m.

Wednesday while no one was
there. The home is located
within the prison compound,
right off what is known as
“guards’ row” near the
entrance to the prison
grounds, Thigpen said.

Taking a .357 magnum
pistol and a walkie-talkie,
Holland reportedly waited in
the house until Vanlan-
dingham’s wife, Juanita
(DeDe), and her 8-year-old
son John returned home.
Mrs. Vandlandingham is
employed at the prison as a
nurse.

Thigpen said Holland then
commandeered the
Vanlandingham’s pickup
and forced Mrs. Vanlan-
dingham and her son to
drive him through the prison
gate.

Holland then apparently
forced the woman and her
son to accompany him on a
trip north. He finally
abandoned the vehicle in the
middle of the night west of
Frankstown in Prentiss
County. Apparently the
vehicle was about to run out
of gas.

(Continued on Page 2)

A CHRISTMAS HUG—A sliightly surprised Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb gets a big
hug from Cheryl Prewitt, Miiss Amcrica 1980, during the Prentiss Manufacturing Com-
pany's Christmas party Satuirday morning in the Seth Pounds Auditorium at Northeast
Junior College. Miss Prewitt. was the special guest and provided entertainment for the
employees of the factory. Mlayor Crabb presented her with a plagque making her an
honorary citizen of Booneville. (Photo by Ken Christian.)

ARC Grant Approved

The Appalachian Regional
Commission announced this
week approval of a $50,000
grant for expansion of the
water system in the Holcut-
Cairo area of Prentiss

County.
According to
Congressman Jamie

Whitten's Washington office,
the facilities will include a
250 gallon per minute well
and a 75,000 gallon water
storage tank.

The existing Holcut-Cairo
Water System, which is
designed to serve 450 users,
has been serving 650, ac-

cording to Whitten's office.
The new facility will provide
an adequate supply of water
and will enable 30 new users
who are presently using
wells that have been found to
be contaminated to tie into
the system, a spokesman for
Whitten’s office said.
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