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Armed Robbery Monday Night

At Local Service Station

Local and state law en-
forcement agencies are
presently looking for
suspects involved in an
armed robbery Monday
night at the Savings Service
Station (formerly the Royal
Service Station) on Highway
45 North in Booneville.

Police Chief W.W. Stacy
said the robbery occurred
about 9:45 Monday night. As
the last car pulled out of the
station, five or six black

males pulled into the station
im what was identified only
ais “an old blue car.”

The occupants of the car
byought some gas and one of
tlhem came to the attendant,
Wester Hargett, apparently
two pay for it.

While Hargett was making
cthange, the man pulled what
Hargett said looked to be a
.i25-caliber pistol and pushed
it into his face, officers said.

The man demanded that

By City, County Officers

Hargett open the safe, Stacy
said, but Hargett told him
that he could not open it. The
man then forced Hargett to
lie down on the floor while he
cleaned out the cash
register.He pulled the
telephone loose from the
wall and left, with Hargett
still on the floor.

When Hargett got up, he
saw the blue car turning
west on George E. Allen
Drive, the police chief said.

Chief Stacy said the city
Police Department, the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Office and the Mississippi
Highway Patrol set up road
blocks in the area but were

unable to turn up the
suspects.
“We had very little

identification to go on,” he
said.

Hargett apparently saw
only one of the men up close.

He was said to have his hair
in “corn rows,” according to
one report. Stacy said the
man reportedly had pink
ribbons in his hair.

Hargett was alone at the
station when the incident
pcceurred, Stacy said. ‘‘The
last customer had just
pulled out,” he said.

The investigation into the
incident is continuing, he
added.

Eight Charged In Drug Raids

A series of drug raids last
week by the Booneville
Police Department and the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department resulted in the
arrests of eight persons who
were subsequently charged
with possession of controlled
substances.

The Booneville Police

IDepartment raided a house
at 505 Adams Street
Saturday afternoon and
arrested six of the occupants
on felony charges of

possession of Class 2 drugs
with intent to resale, ac-
cording to law officers.
According to records at
tthe Prentiss County Sheriff's

Office, those arrested were
Mike Keller, 27, and his wife
Margaret Keller, 19, both of
505 Adams Street; Tim
Keller, 20, and Kevin Keller,
22, both of 101 Adams Street;
Kenny Goddard, 19, of North
Road, Booneville; and
Arnold Tory Seawright, 22,
of 202 Davis Street, Ripley.

PARAPHERNALIA—Prentiss County Deputies Jack Terrell (left) and Hubert Kitchens
display some of the items taken in recent drug raids in the city. A series of three drug raids
last week by city and county offficers resulted in the arrest of eight persons on charges of

possession of illegal substances.

— Thanksgiving
Through
Younger LEyes

Mrs. Veda Southward, teachier at the Booneville Middle
School, recently asked her classes to write stories about
the first Thanksgiving. Primted below are the ones
selected to represent each cliass.

GIVING TTHANKS
By TRACE'Y BURNS
Fifth Grade

Long ago Pilgrims came to America. They were happy
and thankful. So they had a day and they called it
Thanksgiving.

One thing they were thankful for was a good harvest.
They had pumpkin pie and corn and lots of other stuff.

Now on Thanksgiving, think of all the people that were
on the Mayflower and before you eat a bite of turkey,
remember the people that first came to America.

THANKSGIVING DAY
By BILLY WILEMON
Sixth Grade

Once upon a time there were some Pilgrims on a ship
called the Mayflower. They settled from England to
America.

When they got to America they went exploring. There
were Indians in America. The Indians helped them plant
their crops. At harvest time they picked corn, pumpkins
and killed some turkey.

The women made pumpkin pie and roast turkey. When
all the food was on the table, tthe Pilgrims gave thanks for
their food. They ate corn. pumpkin pie, turkey and deer.

So that’s how it became T'hanksgiving Day.

Police Chief W.W. Stacy
said that approximately
$3,000 worth (street value )
of Class 2 drugs were con-
fiscated during the raid on

the home. ‘‘Several were
flushed down the com-
mode,” he added.

Stacy said the raid on the
Adams Street residence

came after the police
department received a tip
about activity at the

location. However, he said

. | the police department had
. been watching the residence

for some time.

{Capt.
B
Al six of those arre‘g Harry

were charged with
possession, he said. Kevin
Keller was also charged
with destroying evidence.

Stacy said that beer and
wine were also discovered
during the raid, along with
marijuana pipes, roaches
and paraphernalia.

Stacy said the six arrested
were booked, placed in the
city jail, and later turned
over to District II Justice
Court Judge Dexter Cadle,
who set bond at $5,000 each.

Stacy said the six will
have a hearing and, if the
hearing warrants, will be
turned over to the grand
jury.

All six are reportedly out
on bond at this time.

In addition to Chief Stacy,
Booneville officers par-
 ticipating in the raid were
Bill Ingram, Sgt.

Fingey, and
patrolmen Jerry Barnes,
Joe Whitehead and Steve
Bell. Stacy said state nar-
cotics agents also assisted.

In another raid Saturday
night by the Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department

assisted by the Booneville
(Continued on Page 3)

Thanksgiving Services

Set For Tonight

The annual Union Thanksgiving Service will be held
tonight, Wednesday, Nov. 26, at 7 p.m. at the East
Booneville Baptist Church, according to the Lay Com-
mittee.

The Rev. Luther Gibson, pastor of the First Free Will
Baptist Church will bring the message.

Churches participating in the service include the First
United Pentecostal, the First United Methodist, the Grace
Methodist, the Presbyterian, the First Free Will Baptist,
the Calvary Baptist, the First Baptist and the East
Booneville Baptist churches.

The public is invited to attend the Union Service. The
church nursery will be open.

City’s Special Election
Changed To Dec. 27

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The date of the special
election to fill the seat
vacated by the recent death
of Booneville Alderman J.W.
Timbes has been changed
from Thursday, Dec. 30, as
reported last week to
Saturday, Dec 27, in order to
comply with apparently
conflicting statutes which
govern such elections.

Section 21-11-9 of the
Mississippi Code of 1972
says, ‘At least 30 days
notice of such election shall
be given.” However, Section
21-11-11 of the same Code
says the election shall be
held in not less than 21 days,
nor more than 30 days,
according to City Attorney
Eugene Gifford.

This apparently means the
election can only be held on
one day which will satisfy
both statutes--30 days from
the publication of the legal
notice by the city (excluding
the date of publication),
Gifford said.

*“This would not cause any
problem in a city with a
daily newspaper,”’ Gifford
pointed out Monday,

With a daily newspaper,
the city could publish the
first notice on any day of the
week they wished and the
election would fall on the
pre-determined date 30 days
later. However, in a city
with a weekly newspaper,
the day of publication
automatically sets the day of
the election. '

Gifford said he talked to
the State Attorney General’s
office Monday and Assistant
Attorney General S.E.
Birdsong helped him work
out the procedure to follow.

““We checked it out,”’
Gifford said, ‘‘and to
reconcile the two statutes,
this procedure has to be
followed."

Gifford said Birdsong told
him this problem has come
up in other communities
recently. He said the
Assistant Attorney General
told him the

Attorney:

General’s officé plans to
suggest a legislative
amendment to clear up the
problem in the future.

As of press time Tuesday,
one candidate had qualified
to run for the Alderman-at-
large post. City Clerk June
Hutcheson said Willie D.
“Dice”’ Jumper has

qualified to run in the
special election.
Mrs. Hutcheson  pointed

sut that today (Wednesday)
is the last day to register to
vote in the election. In order
to be eligible to vote, city
residerts must have been
registered at least 30 days
prior to the election, she
said.

Cardidates in the special
election are required to
qualy at least 10 days
before the election in the
same¢ manner as if the
election were a general
election.

According to Section 21-11-
9 o the Mississippi Code of
1972, if nine days prior to the

(Continued on Page 3)
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The state of Mississipypi awareness and to give

Joyce Johnston, a Health Educator with ihe Tistrict II State Board
of Health, was at New Sitte tligh School Friday to present a #
Johnston and other Healith Educaiors are visiting scheols i
the Preutiss County schowi syatems as part of a project desis;
infant mortality rate. Miissi:sippi has the second highest &

barn baby has less ck m:? eru'mg @ the age of one

"'njanl Mortamy Rate
F ought Through Education

has the second highe:st
infant death rate in the
United Sates exceeded onily
by Washington, D.C.

This means that infamts
born in Mississippi are
more likely to die before
they reach one year of age
than infants born in any
other state.

At least one attempt is
currently being made to
reduce the state’s infant
death rate. (An infant is
defined as a child up to one
year of age.)

As part of a project
sponsored by the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority,
the Appalachian Regional
Commission, and tlhe
District II State Board of
Health, three Healith
Educators-Jay Purce:ll,
Joyce Johnston and Gail
Cherry-will be coverimg
the Prentiss County area in
an effort to provide
education, stimulate local

=

information to schools,
civie organizations,
churches and other local
groups regarding infant
mortality.

A recent study by the
ARC targeted 16 counties
in Appalachia Mississippi
because their infant
mortality rate is
significantly higher than
the national average.
Prentiss County is one of
the 16.

One of the most sited
reasons for the high
mortality rate is the great
number of teen-age
mothers. In 1977 Prentiss
County recorded four
births to mothers under 15
vears of age and 85 births
to mothers 15-19 years of
age.

Statewide, 12,500 women
under the age of 14 became
pregnant in 1975. The death
rate for mothers in that
age group is 60 percent

sram to students. Ms.
usih the Booneville and
2d to lower the state’s
s mortality rate in the

higher than that of mothers
in their 20s. Also, the in-
fants of these young
mothers stand a greater
risk of low birthweight and
hirth defects.

Causes of infant mor-
tality are numerous, but
the most common causes
cited are low birthweight
and birth defects.

In Mississippi, more
than 2,500 infants per year
are born with physical or
mental damage, resulting
in Mississippians paying
more money per capita
than any other state in the

nation in caring for
physically or mentally
handicapped individuals.

The estimated cost of
caring for mentally or
physically  handicapped
individuals can be as high
as $400,000 in state in-
stitutions.

Mississippi’s infant
death rate is alsoaffected by

(Continued on Page 12)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Charge-wide Thanksgivinig Program Tonight

The West Prentiss Methodist Parrish will open the
holiday season with a char:ge-wide Thanksgiving program
and supper tonight, Wednesday, at 6 p.m. at the Carolina
Methodist Church. Everyone is asked to bring a dish.

Prentiss County Shrine Club Christmas Party Set

The Prentiss County Shrine Club will have its Christmas
Party beginning at 7 p.m. Dec. 9 at the Sportsman’s Club,
three miles east of Booneville on Highway 30. Each person
is to bring a gift ($5 limit) and a covered dish.

Psychologist To Speak At Association Meeting Monday

Dr. Rex Haire, clinical psychologist with the Timber
Hills Mental Health Services, wiil be the guest speaker at
the Prentiss County Mental Health Association Meonday,
Dec.1,at 7 p.m. at the George E. Allen Library. Dr. Haire
is to discuss the use of biofeedback equipment in
relaxation therapy. All interested persons are welcome to

attend.

Gospel Singing Sunday At Fairview Baptist Church
There will be an all day gospel singing Sunday, Nov. 30,
at the Fairview Baptist Church, off Lake St. in Booneville.

Dinner will be served. Special singers will be
Christioners from Brownsville,

The

Tenn., along with the

Fairview Baptist Special Singers.
(More on Page 2)

Brinkley
Charged
In Murder

Harold Lloyd Brinkley of
Booneville has  been
arrested by Prentiss County
authorities on a charge of
murder in connection with
the shooting death of his wife
on Nov. 10. He has been
released on $50,000 bond,
according to Chief Deputy
Carl Sartin.

Margaret Brinkley, 39,
died at her Booneville home
on Highway 4 West after she
was shot twice—-once in the
stomach and once in the
chest--with a .38-caliber
pistol.

Following the incident,
Brinkley was hospitalized
for a short time at the North
Mississippi Medical Center
in Tupelo. He was treated

(Continued on Page 2)






