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Soggy Monday

ﬁ In Tippah County Court

Berryhill Convicted Of Manslaughter

WET SITUATION—Mrs. Jume Woodruff and her daughter Norma Gail Woodruff

After more than five hours
of deliberation, a Tippah
County jury found David L.
Berryhill of Prentiss County
guilty of manslaughter
charges last Thursday.
Circuit Court Judge W.W.
Brown deferred sentencing
of Berryhill until October.

Berryhill, in his early 20’s,
had been indicted on a
charge of murder stemming
from the Dec. 28, 1979,
shooting death of Ricky
Padgett, 27, at Padgett’s
rented home on Dry Creek
Road, just across the
Prentiss-Tippah county line.

During their deliberation,
the 10-man, two-woman jury

Although several
Mississippi cities continue to
show a decrease in sales tax
collections on a month to
month comparison with last
year, overall Mississippi tax
collections are running more
than 8 percent above total
revenue for the same period
a year ago, it was reported
last week.

listened to tapes of earlier
testimony by Ray Shelton
and Teresa Pettis. Shelton
claimed to have witnessed
the shooting and Ms. Pettis
said she had a date with
Berryhill the night of the
shooting.

During the two days of
testimony, the prosecution
attempted to prove that
Berryhill shot Padgett in the
doorway of his home shortly
after Padgett reportedly
ordered Berryhill to leave.

Defense attorneys at-
tempted to convince the jury
the shooting could have
resulted from an argument
between Padgett and

State Tax Commission
Chairman A.C. ‘‘Buteh”
Lambert, in his' monthly
report, said collections for
the fiscal year, which began
July 1, totaled $218,591,515
compared to $201,431,960
during the same period a
year ago.

Collections last month
totaled $107,995,175 com-

On Rate Increase

South - Central Bed an-
nounced Monday that it will
not appeal an order issued
recently by the Mississippi
Public Service Commission
which granted the company
a $38.6 million rate increase
instead of the $58 million
which had been requested.

New rates have been filed

our customers, but we: will
be able to move ahead
without delay on some
service improvement
programs.’’

In addition to putting into
effect new local and long
distance rates, the company
will implement the new
Directly Assistance

another visitor in his home.

Attorney Bob Hardin said
Padgett and some of his
friends visiting his home
were ‘‘out of their minds
with liquor and drugs.”

District Attorney Kenneth
Coleman disputed that claim
and charged the tactic was a
smokescreen by the defense
to protect Berryhill.

Contradicting testimonies
listed Berryhill as leaving
the scene of the shooting in
both a silver and a green
car.

No one testified to hearing
an argument between the
Berryhill and Padgett.
However, Shelton testified

Local Sales Tax Collections
Continue To Decrease

pared to $100,134,233 in
\ug 1079,

Locally, sales tax
collections in Booneville
were down by $7,288 for the
month of August from
$46,443 in 1979 to $39,155,
That is a drop of more than
15 percent.

Following are collections

(Continued on Page 12)

Bell Will Not Appeal Ruling

' Re"brlcmg plan ot Nov +i.

Under this plan, which was
approved by the Com-
mission, all customers-wili
receive a 50 cent,.a month
reduction in their /lecal
service rates, At the same
time, Bell will begin
charging for Directory

that he stepped from behind
a refrigerator in time to see
the gunblast that hit

had signed a statement in
March indicating he was
hidden behind the
refrigerator during the

Padgett.
The defense disputed that
statement, saying Shelton

shooting and did not see
anything.

A KISS FOR THE QUEEN—Rhonda Newman (right)

recelves a kiss on the cheek from Northeast Mississippi
Junior College President Harold T White following her
crowning as Homecoming Queen I festivities prior teo
Saturday night's NEMJC- Holmes iiotbalt game. Rhonda,

the daughter of Mr. and Mxi
of Booneville ligh Schaol,

For Tag Purchases

. Jatvwes Newman, is a graduate

October Busy Month

Under the mail-out program recently reinstituted by

Tax Assessor Danny Childers,

notices for car tag

seem dry as can be although the street is wet and the rain continues to pour. This pheto

(Continued on Page 5)

Gentry.)

was taken Monday during the steady rain that fell across Booneville and Prentiss
County over the weekend. According to the weather department some two inches of
light to moderate-and sometimes heavy-rainfall fell over North Mississippi last
kweekend. Without the umbrella it would definitely be a wet situation. (Photo by Lee

Effective In September

New Postmaster At Wheeler

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Glover,
a Wheeler native, has been
Jpointed the new Post-
master at Wheeler, Miss.,
according to Sectional
Center  Manager-Postma-
ster J.W. Poole of Tupelo.

Mrs. Glover, 30, has
served as part-time clerk
and Postmaster Relief for
the past five years, Poole
said. Her appointment as

3

Postmaster became ef-
fecitive Sept. 20.

M graduate of Wheeler
High School, Mrs. Glover
attended Northeast
Mi:ssissippi  Junior College
for* two years. She is the
dawghter of Johnny Gardner
of Wheeler and is married to
Jimmy Glover. They have
twio children, a boy and a
girl.

Postmaster selections for
offices of this size are made
on the basis of merit from a
list of qualified candidates
submitted to the Sectional
Center Manager at Tupelo,
Poole said. The Sectional
Center Manager selects and
recommends to the Post-
master General the person
he feels best qualified for the
vacancy.

to become effective Sept. 30.

Since the full rate increase
has been in effect under
bond since April 4, 1980,
most of the revised rates
that will go into effect will be
lower as a result of the
Commission order. Refunds
due customers will be issued
before the end of the year.

In deciding not to appeal
the order, South Central Bell

Vice President Frank
Edmonds said that “this
appears to be in the best
interest of both our
customers and the com-
pany.”

“Appeals are costly and
often lengthy,”” Edmonds
said. ‘‘Accepting this

reduced amount means we
won't be able to do all the
things we need to do to ex-
pand and improve service to

:'..contained in 'a lpécial 'mjuy_
section inside toda:v’s we were.

The Rev. Torn Lesley

The Walking Missionary

1,800 Miles And Going Strong!

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
Eighteen hundred miles, fifteen pounds, eleven weeks,
three pairs of shoe soles and 12 heels ago, the Rev. Tom
Lesley set out from Burlingten, Vt., to Los Angeles, Calif.,

on foot.

What drives a man to attempt to walk more than 3,000

miles from coast to coast?

The Rev. Lesley is doing it for $25,000-not for himself,

but for his people “back home"

in Uganda, Africa.

It all began when Lesley came back to the United States
on leave. He has been a missionary for the past 18 years in
Uganda for the Full Gospel Assembly church, an in-

terdenominational church (‘“We shout a lot,”

he says).

While serving in Africa, the 50-year-old missionary
gained some notoriety for riding a bicycle on his rounds
between native villages. When he arrived back in the
States, his church thought it would be a good way to gain
publicity for the plight of the Ugandans by having Lesley
ride a bicycle across the United States.

However, the Reverend immediately vetoed that idea,
sayving there is “‘no way' he would ride a bicycle in the
traffic here in the States. But, after much thought and
prayer, Lesley said he told the church leaders he would
walk the route from coast to coast.

Where does the $25,000 come in? The church promised to

give Lesley $5 to take back to Uganda for each signature
he could get on his back pack on his trip across the
country, up to a maximum of 3,000 names. That would be a
total of $15,000.

After word got around about what he was going to do,
Lesley said several businesses decided to get in on the act
and upped the maximum number of names to 5,000-in
other words, they would pay an additional $10,000 for
Uganda if he managed to get 5,000 signatures on his pack.

The Rev. Lesley began his trip 11 weeks ago in
Burlington, Vt. When he arrived in Booneville last
Thursday, he said he had covered about 1,800 miles—-and
already he only lacks less than 900 names having his total
5,000.

However, he said he will continue walking even after he
gets the 5,000 names. “The challenge is to walk it,” he
said.

The first week of his trip was the hardest, he said. At
night he would soak his feet and say, “Lord, is this trip
really necessary.”” But the next morning he would find
courage and continue onward.

He has lost over 15 pounds since he began.

With little money in his pockets, the Rev. Lesley lives
largely on unsolicited donations and contributions as he
makes his way across the country. But the only thing he

(Continued on Page 12)

renewals due in October will be mailed to taxpayers
within the next few days.

According to Childers, October is one of the busiest
months for tag purchases. Taxpayers can save them-
selves time and the trouble of standing in line by returning
the notices, along with their check or money order, to the
tax assessor's office.

The new decals will be mailed back to the car owners
within a few days of their receipt by the tax assessor.

Unemployment Drops

Prentiss County's
unemployment rate dropped
three-tenths of a percent in
August to 8.0 percent, ac-
cording to Charles Smith,
manager of the Mississippi
State Employment Service.
July’s jobless rate was 8.3
percent and last year’s rate
was 3.7 percent.

Statewide, Mississippi's
jobless rate dropped to 7.4
percent in August from
July’s 8.0 percent.

Figures prepared by the
Employment Service
revealed 10510 employed
and 910 unemployed out of a
civilian labor force of 11,420.

(Continued on Page 12)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Booneville Parent Advisory Councils To Meet

The newly elected Parent Advisory Councils of both the
Booneville Elementary School and the Booneville Middle
School will hold a joint meeting Monday night, Oct. 6, at 7
p.m. in the cafeteria at Booneville Middle School. The
purpose of the joint meeting is to elect the districtwide
Parent Advisory Council for Booneville Municipal
Separate Schools. Following this election, each local PAC
will meet to elect officers.
Rienzi PTC To Sponsor Giant Yard Sale

The Rienzi Elementary PTC will sponsor a giant yard
sale Saturday, Oct. 4, at the Rienzi School.

BHS Boosters' Club To Meet Tonight in Cafeteria
The Booneville High School Boosters’ Club will meet
tonight, Oct. 2, in the high school cafeteria. All parents of

. Booneville athletes are urged to attend this regular

monthly meeting.

Marietta Masonic Lodge To Confer Degree

The Marietta Masonic Lodge will confer the Third
Degree Saturday night, Oct. 4, at 7. All Master Masons are
invited.
Queen of Forest Contest Set For Oct. 25

The Booneville Business and Professional Women's
Club will sponsor the Queen of the Forst Contest Saturday,
Oct. 25, at 7 p.m. in the Seth Pounds Auditorium on the
Northeast Junior College campus. Competition will be for
boys ages 3-6 and for girls ages 3-21. The deadline for
entries is Oct. 17. There is no charge for entries. Call 728-
3882. to enter.
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