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During Weekend Meeting

County Transfers Granted Eligibility By MHSAA

By LEE GENTRY
Sports Editor

For the most part, the long
drawn out process of
determining eligibility of
Boonevﬂle High School

_thletes is over.

The Mississippi High

-School Activities
Association (MHSAA)
Executive Committee
Monday officially waived a
rule allowing BHS students,

who live outside the newly
formed city school district
to participate in the school’s
athletic programs and other
activities, such as band,
clubs, and cheerleaders.
According to Dr. Woodrow
Marsh, executive Director
of the MHSAA who talked
briefly with the Bammer
Independent Monday, all
BHS students who live
outside the Booneville
Municipal Separate Schoel

343 Students Released
T'o Attend City Schools

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Immediately following the
ruling of Chancellor George
Adams last week that the
Booneville Municipal
Faparate School District is
legal, both the city school
district and the Prentiss
County School District
began making final plans for
the beginning of the coming

school term, even though the
county school board is in the
process of appealing the
chancellor’s ruling.
Responding to the
requests of a large numbee
of parents who met with
them Wednesday night of
last week, the county school
board began hearing in-
dividual requests from
parents for the release of
(Continued on Page 2)

Wednesday Is Deadline
To Ask For Transfer

The Prentiss County Board of Education has
established a deadline of 4:15 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 13,
for parents to request the release of students who live in
the Prentiss County School District to attend school in any

.other school district.

Supt. Lex Cain said mmdg,g{ﬂine isaecessarysothat the
county schools can finalize bus routes, hire teachers, and
take care of other matters necessary for the beginning of

the 198081 school term.

Students Can Pay
Tuition In Installments

Each student who lives
outside the city limits of
Yooneville and attends
school in the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District next term will be

The tuition is being
charged to offset the local
tax money the separate
school district will not
receive from the county
residents but will receive

from city residents. Those
students who live within the
city limits will ‘not have to
pay tuition to attend the city
schools.

Three methods of
payments of the tuition have
been established. The full
$100 per student transfered

(Continued on Page 12)

required to pay tuition, city
school superintendent Troy
Henderson said this week.
The tuition for the 1980-81
school year is $100, he said.
All students, grades 1-12,
who do not live in the city
must pay this tuition in
order to attend one of the
Boonevtlle schools.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

e

Booneville High School Band Parents To Meet

The Booneville High School Band Parents will meet
next Tuesday night (Aug. 12) at 7:30 in the BHS Band Hall.
All parents of band students are asked to attend this
meeting.

City Swimming Pools to Close Sunday For The Summer

Both the East and West Side swimming pools will close

Sunday, Aug. 10, for the summer months. Park Com-

. missioner Jack Arnold said early this week the two pools

" have been open for the past two months with a full slate of

summer activity and will close for the summer this
Sunday.

Concord Baptist Church Revival Begins Sunday

There will be a revival at the Concord Baptist Church
Sunday, Aug. 10, through Friday, Aug. 15. Services will be
held daily at 10:30 a.m. and 7:30 pm. Bro. Excail
Burleson, new pastor of the church, will conduct the

- services. Regular services Sunday will be at 11 a.m. and 7
p.m.

Candler’s Baptist Church To Hold Revival

A revival will be held at the Chandler’s Baptist Church
Aug. 10-15. Services will begin each night at 7:45, except
for Friday when services will be held at 7 p.m. with a
fellowship meal to follow. Ronald Meeks of Corinth will be
the visiting minister.

(More on Page 2)

District and who were bona
fide students in grades 9-12
during the 1979-80 school
year will be considered
eligible for the remainder of
their enrollment at the

school.
However, the Prentiss

County School Board has
released the students for
only a one-year period, with
transfer requests to be
reviewed again next year.

MAKING READY—Willle Moment, pictured above, is one of several
students helping to get Booneville High School ready for school to begin.
Both city and county schools aré now making last minute preparations for

that should a student leave
Booneville High School to
attend a County school and
then return to BHS, he or she
will no longer be eligible
under the current rule.
Troy Henderson,
superintendent of the
Booneville Municipal
Seperate School District,
said Monday that he hoped
the current ruling would
ease some of the tension
il um i, i

and parents and added that
he felt the ruling was done in
the best interest of everyone
concerned.

When asked why the
MHSAA wavored the rule,
Dr. Marsh said, “A rule of
this nature is subject to
change when a group of
students are concerned and
no recruiting situations were
involved.” “Let me point out
that this is a rare rule
chaoge mader ewr exacutive

the start of school later this month. The county schools begin Friday, Aug.

. Later This Month

committee,”” Marsh added.
‘““‘However, since a for-
mation of a new school
district occurs only seldom,
then we felt like the rule
change was only fair.”
Booneville High School
head football coach Mac
Curlee said he, as everyone
else, was relieved that the
rule was waived. “Its time
now to start preparing our
football players for the

upcoming seascn and now

we know what we’ll have to
work with,” he said.

The current ruling allows
the Blue Devil squad to use
it’s full force which is now 37
players. The old rule woulld
allow only some 20 players
on the grid squad, all «of
whom live inside the
district.

Most area resident,
teachers, students and of
course the athletes breathexd
asighof relief Monday when

" 15, and the city schools begin a little meve than a week later en Mondayy,
Aug. 25. Willie will be a sophomore at Booneville High Sehool this yeair.
(Photo by Ken Christian.)

City, COunty Schools Prepare To Open

Prentiss County schools

will be the first to get un-
derway this fall, according
to schedules released by
both the city and the county,
but city schools will begin
just a few days later,
" County school superin-
tendent Lex Cain and city
school superintendent Troy
Henderson this week
released schedules for the
beginning of the school
term,

Before reporting to school
this fall, all students in
grades 1-12, whether they
attend city or county
schools, must comply with
the state’s immunization
program.

Dr.
state superintendent of
education, announced
earlier this summer that
every student will be
required to have the blue
Certificate of Compliance

New Band Director

Named At Booneville

Booneville High School
has a new band director.

Sherry Sandidge, 4an
assistant band director in
Forest, Miss., for the past
two years, succeeds Thad
Mullins as director of the
Booneville Blue Devil
Marching Band.

While employed at Forest,
Miss Sandidge assisted with
the Forest High School Band
and was the color guard
instructor. She also directed
the junior high band and the
fifth and sixth grade bands.

Originally from
Clarksdale, Miss Sandidge
was first chair clarinet in
the Clarksdale High School

Band under the direction of
David Sandidge, her father,
who is presently teaching at
Guifport High School,
She was also a member of
the Lions All-State Band for
four years, first chair flr
three years.

She received her Bachelor
of Music Education from
Northeast ~Louisiang
University in Monroe, La.
She studied clarinet with Dr.
James Gillespie and served
as first chair clarinet in the
symphonic band for three
years. She was also a
member of the Northeast
Symphony Orchestra and
was principle clarinetist for

Charles Holliday,

before he or she will be
allowed to attend class, This
is a new ruling from the
Department of

State
Education.

The certificates can be
‘obtained from the Prentiss
County Health Department

or from a private physician.

Prentiss County
Schosls

AD sissients pimasing &
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SHERRY SANDIDGE

three years.

During 1974-75 she held the
title of Miss Northeast
Louisiana University. She is
a member of Tau Beta

{Continued on Page 2)

attend Hill’'s Chapel,
Jumpertown, Marietta, New

Site, Thrasher or Wheeler

schools this fall are to report
to their individual schools at
8 a.m. Friday, Aug. 15. Supt.
Cain said that it is very
important that all students
report that day in order for
the schools to get a total on
the actual number of
students who will be at-
tending each school.

Buses will run that day.

The students will the
dismissed at 10 a.m. Mo
students are to repoirt
Monday, Aug. 18, which has
been set aside as a workday
for teachers.

Tuesday, Wednesday amd
Thursday, Aug. 19-211,
students in specific gradees
will report to the individwal
schools. (All students report
at Hills Chapel, Jum-
pertown, Marietta, and Ne'w

(Continved on Page :2)

Boone Hill Festival

the MHSAA Executive
Committee made the official
announcement. Here is what
some had to say:

BILL SMITH, AT-
TORNEY for the Separate
school district: “I feel like
the MHSAA made a just
ruling and did so with the
children in mind. The
situation was unique in
many ways, but the solution
in my opinion was done for

(Continued on Page 17)

County Schools
Open House
August 14

Prentiss County
Superintendent of
Education announced last
week that all Prentiss
County schools will be open
Thursday, Aug. 14, from 5
until 8 p.m. for parents,
student and other in-
terested citizens to visit the
school facilities.

Principals and teachers
at each school will also be
on hand, Supt. Cain said.

The schools which will
participate in this open
house will be Hills Chapel,
Jumpertown, Marietta,
New Site, Thrasher and

| Unéﬁtployed

Near Record
In County

Statistics prepared by the
Research and Statistics
Department of the
Mississippi State
Employment Service show a
near recotrd high in unem-
ployment in Prentiss
County.

According to Charles
Smith, Employment Service
Manager, the rate of
unemployment hit 10.2
percent at mid-June,
compared to 6.9 percent last
month and 5.1 percent one
year ago. The civilian labor
force for the county climbed
slightly from last month to
reach 11,300, due primarily
to the influx of students
seeking employment. The
number unemployed was
estimated to be 1,150. -

This significant increase
was due primarily to mass
layoffs in the county along
with the increase in the
labor force. The number .of
Prentiss County residents

(Continued on Page 2)

Festivities Now Underway

It's festival time in
Booneville!

The first Boone Hill
Festival starts today
(Thursday) at 8 a.m. with
home craftsmen and artists
registering to display and
sell their crafts from booths
in the uptown area.

The three-day event will
include a mini-fair, puppet
shows, pet show and parade,
art show, 15-kilometer run,
and a heauty pageant to
select Miss Boone Hill.

The Junior Auxiliary will
offer three performances of
its puppet show featuring
such outstanding ‘‘per-
formers’ as Hobart, Elroy,
Harold, Stella, Reba and

Beauregard, Grandma amd
Grandpa Gray.

The Junior Auxiliary wiill
also-sponsor a pet show amd
parade at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday with first- amd
second-place ribbons beimg
awarded in five categories;:
best dressed, registered doyg,
non-registered dog, cat:s,
and miscellaneous. Themre
will also be a trophy for besst
of show.

The miscellaneows
category is open to all kinds
of pets from frogs amd
goldfish to birds. No prre-
registration is required, bwt
all pets should be at tihe
court house at 10:30 a.mn.
Saturday.

The Prentiss County Mini-
Fair will be held at the West
Side Community Center
Friday at noon. It is spon-
sored by the county
Cooperative Extension
Service and is open to all
adults and 4-H age youth in
the county.

The Boone Hill Beauty
Pageant is sponsored by the
Organization for Han-
dicapped Mississippians and
will be held at 7: 30 Friday in
the Seth Pounds Auditorium
at Northeast Junior College.
Judging will be in four
categories from ages three
through college age.

Check the schedule on

(Continued on Page 12)

‘Don’t Forget-The Boone Hill Festival Starts Today!
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