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School District Declared Legal,
County Hands Over Property

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Monday afternoon in
Prentiss County Chancery
Court, the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District was declared to
have been formed legally
and a permanent court in-
junction was issued against
the Prentiss County School
Board, ordering them not to
interfere with the eity school
voard'’s operation of the city
schools.

The county school board
has since turned over the
keys to the city school
property and Tuesday city
school superintendent Troy
Henderson began moving
from his temporary office
located in the rear of the law
offices of city school board

" ccounty

attorney William Smith.

Henderson is currently
ssetting up his office in the
ssmall building known as the
“*hut,” located behind the
Booneville High School gym.

County Superintendent of
Hducation Lex Cain told the
Banner-Independent
Wednesday morning that the
school board
dlefinitely plans to appeal the
ccourt decision ““after we get
tthe judge’s decree in writing
s;o we can study it.”

After the judge files his
decree with the Chancery
(Clerk’s office, the county
sschool board has 10 days in
wvhich to appeal the decision.
The judge’s decree had not
theen filed as of Wednesday
morning.

Chancellor George Adams

At NEM Hospitall

New Administrator Arrives

Carl G. Barker, a 50-year-
old Memphis native, has
oeen named as the new
hospital administrator for

. the Northeast. Mississippi.

' ‘Hospital in Booneville.

** He and his family arrived
in Booneville about midnight
Friday “from' Lamar, Mo,

and Barker assumed the

duties of his
Saturday morning.
Prior to accepting the job
in Booneville, he had served
as administrator for two
years at the Barton County

position

IMemorial Hospital located
iin Lamar.

He and his wife, ‘Jackie,
iand two of their children are
ipresently in the process of

" imoving’ into their -new
.rresidence at +303 Cherry

{Street. They have three
wther children who are no
lionger living :at home--
IBruce, their only son, is
‘stationed in the Navy at
(Charleston, S.C.; daughter,
‘Nancy will be a senior at the
‘University of Arkansas this
fall;

In Accountability Tests

County Students Rank At National Level

Students in grades 4, 6 and
8 in the Prentiss County
School System are ranked at
or near the national average
in reading, math, language
and reference skills, ac-
cording to the accountability
test results of the
Mississippi Educational
Assessment Program
(MEAP) released this week
by Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education

In Washington,

.implementation

Katherine remained
<~ Lamar. -~

and daughter Mary

handed down his decision
shortly after 1 p.m. Monday
in the courtroom of the
Prentiss County Courthouse.
His ruling comes as the
result of a two-day hearing
last week in which the city
school board asked for the
injunction against the
county school board
members and Supt. Cain.

The city asked the court
for the injunction after the
county school board refused
to turn over city school
property to the newly for-
med separate school district
on July 1, the date set by the
State Educational Finance
Commission (EFC) for
of the
separate school district. The
separate school district was
approved by the EFC in

in

The two daughters who
accompanied the Barkers to

.Booneville are Carla, who
_will be in the sixth grade, "
and Becky, who.will be in the

fourth grade. . .

Barker graduated from
high school iat" Whitehaven
in 1948, received his
bachelor’s degree from
Memphis State University in
1956 and his master’s degree
from the same college in

(Continued on Page 2)

See Chart On Page 2

Lex Cain.

This evaluation program
is coordinated by the State
Department of Education

and is mandated by the
Legislature.
uring  April 1980,

Mississippi public school
students in grades 4, 6 and 8

D.C.

Local Miss Attends

Prentiss County will have
representation in
Washington, D.C., this
summer. Sharon Gifford,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Eugene B. Gifford Jr., will

attend Citizenship-Washi-
ngton Focus, July 26-August

2. She will be among %
Mississippi 4-H'ers,

volunteer leaders and 4-H

Sharon Gifford

Agents to attend this special
program at the National 4-H
Center.

The 4-H'ers were chosen
for outstanding con-
tributions to their club and
community through good
citizenships activities. Ten
states will be represented
during the same week,
providing the opportunity
for vouth to share with 4-

were given the California
Achievement Test and the
Short Form Test of
Academic Aptitude. The
results of these tests give the
school systems pertinent
information about individual
students and their
educational progress, as

Program

H'ers from across the
nation.

The program focuses on
what being a citizen means,
on how 4H member practice
citizenship in different
states and towns, and on how
our government works. The
delegation will tour such
historic sites as Captiol Hill,
the Kennedy Center, Mount
Vernon, the Washington,
Lincoln and Jefferson
Memorials, Arlington
Cemetary, Washington
Cathedral, and the
Smithsonian Institution.

The specific objectives are
tor 4-Hers to develop a
greater understanding and
appreciation of American
Heritage. Special emphasis
will be on ‘‘Community
Citizenship.”

They will also learn the
basic functons of national
government, gain an ap-
preciation of the in-
ternational aspects of
citizenship, and affirm their
commitment to democrary.
It is hoped that they will
return with a more practical
attitude and desire to
practice and teach
citizenship in day-to-day
living.

November 1979.
The county school board’s
attorney Donald Franks had

- contended during the trial

that the separate school
district had not been formed

legally, saying the law

requires the approval of the
county school board before
the city can create a
separate school district.

In his ruling, chancellor
Adams said the particular
section of law to which
Franks referred ‘“has no
application to the creation of
a new separate school
district as we have in this
case.” He said that section is
“limited to any separate
school district existing as of
1953.”"

“It is the opinion of the
court that the Booneville
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CARL BARKER

well as district-wide data
beneficial to those who

" evaluate and plan local

curriculum and in-
structional programs.

The instructional areas
evaluated were reading,
math, language and
reference skills.

When compared with
previous years’ results, the
April 1980 - evaluation
provides educators a
developmental analysis of
curriculum and instruction
from the primary grades
through secondary school.

In the Prentiss County
School System (including
Booneville), seven schools
and 948 students were
evaluated. Scores were
converted locally to grade
equivalents and percentile
ranks for interpretation.

(Continued on Page 2)

Municipal Separate School
District has been properly
created,”’ the Chancellor
said.

Chancellor Adams did not
award the city school
system a pro-rata share of
the school buses owned by
the schools nor a pro-rata
share of the excess funds
held by the Prentiss County
Board of Education. In the
suit, Smith had asked for
those shares for the city
school system.

Although he said he could
not “at this time” order that
it be done, the Chancellor
urged that both school
boards abide by an earlier
agreement concerning the
Prentiss County Vo-Tech
Center. He said he had read
the agreement and thought
it was a good plan.

He also urged that the two
boaris work out an
agreement on the use of the
school buses. “I think they
can do that if they want,” he
said

Following the judge’s
decision, county attorney
Franks asked that the judge
grant a supersedeas-or a

' stay or delay, of the m-
JJunction—until the case can -
“iBe Appealed.to the State

¢Me Court. He in-

. “iiticateds that if the soheols.

are handed over to the city
and then the supreme Cpurt
reverses the decision, there
will have to be two tran-
sitions of the  school
property.

However city attorney
Smith argued that the
Supreme Court would
uphold Adams' decision and
there would only be one
transition. He also cited case
histories where the super-
sedeas had not been gran-
ted.

The judge denied the
supersedeas, and the in-
junction was to take im-
mediate effect.

The court did not consider
the question of transfers of
county students to the city
school system.

In order for a child living
outside the city limits of
Booneville to attend school
at one of the city schools, the
Prentiss County Board of
Education must give that
child a release from the
county system and the city
school board must accept
that child. Before the county
school board decided to
contest the legality of the
separate school district,
they had agreed to release
any county children who had
previously attended city
schools to continue doing so,

(Continued on Page 2)

Citizens Meet With

Planning Commission

The Booneville Planning
Commission said Monday
night that city zoning officer
Nolan Wheeler was acting
under guidelines 4, 11 and 13
of the city's house trailer
permit guidelines when he
issued a permit to E.B.
Timbes to place a trailer on
his property in the city.

The guidelines to which
the commission referred
were established by the city
in 1975,

The trailer located on
Timbes property has
resulted in a controversy in
his: neighborhood over
whether or not a permit
should have been issued for
that trailer. Members of the
community have met with
the city Board of Aldermen

and the Planning Com-
mission asking that the
trailer be removed.

Guideline 4 sites the
sanction of neighbors (in
writing) as a criteria for
issuing the permit. It defines
neighbors as ‘‘adjoining
property owned or within 100
lineal feet.”

Bill Murphy, one of the
community residents in
opposition to the house
trailer, said Wheeler told the
approximately 40 com-
munity residents who at-
tended. Monday night's
meeting that Timbes owns
enough property that he can
be considered his own neigh-
bor.

Guideline 11 says that

(Continued on Page 2)

by Ken Christian)

Open Wide!

WELL IN HAND--Milke Hester, 12 year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hester of
Williams Street, feeds s mixture of milk and bread to a young brown thrush he has
raised practically since: it was first hatched. A friend found the baby bird after it had
fallen out of its nest andl, knowing Mike’s love of animals, brought it to him. The bird
was so young it had no: feathers and could not even support itsell. By the time the
photo was taken (last Thursday), Mike had been caring for it for 15 days. His mother
said they have tried to riaise other baby birds, but this is the first to live so long. (Photo

In Boone Hill Festival

Activities Begin Next Week

With the inclusion wof
several already popular
events on the schedule, the
first Boone Hill Festival is
all but assured of being a
huge success.

The festival starts at 8
a.m. next Thursday, Aug. 7,
when local craftsmen start
registering to display and
sell their wares at booths in
the uptown area. And from
that point the pace quickens
to include three days of
sales, an antique auto show,
beauty pageant, art show,
puppet shows, pet show and
parade, mini-fair, amnd
various other events ex-
pected to make the festiwal
something Prentiss Cown-
tians will look forward to
year after year.

One of the events that mas
already proved to be a lowcal
success is the Prentiiss
County mini-fair. The fair,
sponsored by the
Cooperative Extensiion
Service, has built a followiing
over a period of several
years. It gives all local 4¢-H-
age youngsters,
homemakers and craftsmen
a chance to display their
wares and compete for
prizes and ribbons.

The Junior Auxiliary's pet
and puppet shows have also
proved to be crowd pleasers
over the years, and will be
repeated this year as a part

of the Boone Hill Festival.

The Hill Country run will
also be a part of the festival
following a successful
inaugural sprint in 1979.
Last year’s 15 kilometer run
drew entrants from five
states, and inquiries in-
dicate this year’s field will
be larger.

The Boone Hill Beauty

Pageant, sponsored by the
Organization for Han-
dicapped Mississippians,
will be held at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 8, in the Seth
Pounds Auditorium on the
Northeast Junior College
Campus. Those wishing to
enter in one of the four
categories, for ages .3

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Holcutt School Reunion To Be Held Saturday, Aug. 9
The Holcutt School reunion will be held at the Mineral
Springs Park on Highway 72 in Iuka Saturday, Aug. 9,
beginning at 5 p.m. Anyone who has attended Holcutt
school is welcome to attend and are asked to bring a picnic

lunch.

Miss Boone Hill Pageant Set For Friday, Aug. 8

The Miss Boone Hill Festival Pageant, sponsored by the
Organization for Handicapped Mississippians, will be held
Friday, Aug. 8, at 7:30 p.m. in the Seth Pounds Auditorium
at Northeast Junior College. For more information, call

728-3820.

Cheerleader Workshop Now Underway At BHS

Cheerleader Workshops are currently underway at
Booneville High School and anyone interested in practice
sessions for the BHS tryouts should stop by the school on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5 to 7 p.m. and on Saturday
from 10 a.m. to noon. For additional information, call 728-
3239. Meet at the BHS gym breezeway.

(More on Page 2)






