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In School Property Suit

Chancellor Adams Takes Case Under Advisement

Anderson, Eubank
Resign From Board

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
The first of what could be
a long string of court battles
over ownership (or
jurisdiction) of school
property located inside the
city limits of Booneville
came to an end about 10:30
Tuesday morning.

Chancery Court Judge
George Adams did not hand
down his decision im-
mediately, but has taken the

case under advisement.
The hearing this week
stems from the creation of
“he Booneville Municipal
\Separate School District.
The Education Finance
Commission (EFC) in
Jackson approved the
separate school district in
November 1979. It was to

take effect July 1, 1980.
The Prentiss County
Board of Education is
refusing to recognize the
separate school district as
being legally formed and
has refused to turn over to

REGISTRATION TIME AGAIN—Ricky Ward of Boonevillie is shown
here at the local post office registering for the draft. In the le:ft photo he
receives his application from postal clerk Billy Kelton while :at right, he

the city school board any of

" the county school property.

The separate school
district’s board of trustees
filed suit in Chancery Court
asking that the court enjoin
the county school board
from refusing to hand over
the school property located
inside the city limits.

Chancellor Adams said
Tuesday he realizes the
urgency of the matter and
will give his opinion at the
earliest possible time. He
said he needs time to look at
the evidence presented by
both sides, review
testimony, and study case
histories cited during the
proceedings.

There was no jury for the
hearing. The judge will
make the decision.

There were indications
during the hearing that,
regardless of the decision
rendered by Adams, there
will be an appeal to a higher
court.

The hearing began shortly

afiter 10 a.m. Monday, with
te:sstimony presented all day.
Cllosing arguments began
shortly after court convened
Tiuesday morning. :

In the end, the argument
wras over whether the
separate school district was
formed legally or not.
Ciounty school board at-
torney Donald Franks
contended that the city
trrustees had to obtain
permission from the county
scchool board before seeking
E:FC approval of the
municipal separate school
diistrict. Since they did not
olbtain that permission,
Franks said the separate
scchool district did not legally
exist.

William Smith, attorney
for the separate school
diistrict’s board of trustees,
admitted the city did not
olbtain permission from the
ciounty school board, but
sttated their permission was
niot needed to establish the

(Continued on Page 2)

Prentiss County Man Dead
In Weekend Shooting

One Prentiss County man
is dead and another is
currently being held in the
Prentiss County jail as the
result of a shooting Saturday
at a residence near
Frankstown.

Larry Heavener, 24, was
killed late Saturday by a
single blast to the right side
of his chest from a 12 gauge
shotgun, according to
Prentiss County Deputy Joe
Shackelford.

Berlie Glenn, 56, of Route
2, Baldwyn, has been

charged with murder in
connection with the shooting
and is being held in the
county jail under $30,000
bond set by Justice Court
Judge Gene Prentice, the
deputy said.

Shackelford said the
shooting occurred about
11:15 p.m. at Glenn’s home,
located about seven miles
southwest of Frankstown.
Heavener died at the scene.

The deputy said he did not
know why the shooting
occurred. There were other
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Blackland 4-H Club To Have Annual Senior Citizens’ Day

The Blackland 4-H Club will have their third annual
Senior Citizens’ Day Saturday, July 26, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Blackland Community Center. Lunch will be
served and there will be games and entertainment. Prizes
will be given. The Blackland 4-H invites all senior citizens

of the community to attend.

Ole Miss Alumni To Meet August 4 In Tupelo

The Northeast Mississippi Club of the Ole Miss Alumni
Association will hold its annual meeting of alumni and
friends Monday, August 4, at the Natchez Trace Con-
vention Center in Tupelo, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Chan-
cellor Porter L. Fortune Jr. and Tom Goode, assistant
football coach, will be the featured speakers. Herb
Dewees, assistant alumni secretary at the University of
Mississippi, will represent the Alumni Association.
Tickets may be purchased from John Ferrell of
Booneville, 728-5361, or at the door.

(More on Page 2)

jpeople in the house at the
ttime, Shackelford said, but
mone of them witnessed the
@actual shooting.

Handicapped
Children
Sought

The Prentiss County
$School System is looking for
handicapped children under
21 years of age who are not
currently being served.

Handicapped children
jinclude those who are
imentally retarded, hard of
lhearing, deaf, or-
tthopedically impaired,
sspeech impaired, visually
lhandicapped,  seriously
emotionally disturbed, or
wchildren with specific
ilearning disabilities.

Superintendent of
IEducation Lex Cain said the
IPrentiss County School
{System provides for han-
idicapped children in the
ifollowing ways: It
guarantees all rights and
jprotections for the children
set forth by the law. It
icstablishes the kind and
number of facilities and
iservices required to reach
and maintain full service for
‘these children.

It defines ‘“‘appropriate”

(Continued on Page 3)

DAY IN COURT - A large crowd of teachers, parents and other spectators were in the
courtroom Monday and Tuesday to watch the proceedings as the Board of Trustees of the
Booneville Municipal Separate School District filed for an injunction against the Prentiss
County Board of Education. This photo was taken shortly before the second day of the trial
began. By the time court was in session, the room was practically filled.

fills out the form. Registration for all 19-20 year olds officially began
Monday. The local office registered 40 applicants Monday on opening day
while some 30 registered Tuesday. (Photos by Lee Gentry.)

these deliquent taxes.

Time Is Running Out
To Pay Taxes

Prentiss County Chancery Clerk Phillip Cole Monday
urged county residents to pay their property taxes before
further action has to be taken by the county to collect

“Most people know their taxes are due in January,”
Cole said. “Some wish to pay early; some wish to wait
until the last day; and some wish not to pay at all.”

Cole pointed out that the properties for which taxes are
not paid are advertised in the Banner-Independent for
three weeks. If the taxes are not paid by the end of this
period, the Tax Collector offers the land for sale at the
front door of the courthouse the following Monday.

“This list is handed to the Chancery Clerk’s office,”
Cole said, “‘where you are given a chance to redeem your
land. The taxes not paid in two years have to be certified
to the state, We do not like for this to happen to anyone.”

“If you are not sure all your 1977 and 1978 taxes have
been paid, please come in and check with us very soon,”
he added. *“Bring your tax receipts with you and we will be
glad to help in any way we can.”

August 7-9

| Airplane

Is Really

A search this past
weekend for an airplane
thought to have crashed in
Prentiss County turned out
to be a “wild goose chase,”
i ‘the wards of ene of the
officials’ involved in the
search. Y

‘Prentiss County officials

" and Civil Air Patrol (CAP)

‘personnel and aircraft
searched through the night
Friday and into Saturday
morning, looking for an
airplane that had reportedly
crashed near Frankstown.

A flare was later identified
as the flaming object some
residents saw fall from the
sky.

A spokesman for the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Office told the. Banner-
Independent they received a
report about 8:30 Friday
evening that an airplane had
gone down between Baldwyn
and Booneville.

At least six residents of
the area reported seeing the
airplane go down, with one
reporting it was completely
engulfed in flames, one of
the searchers said.

It was also reported that
emergency signals from an
ELT (Emergency Landing
Transmitter) were picked
up by several of the sear-
chers. An ELT is a radio
transmitter located in an
aircraft. It automatically
begins to transmit a signal if
the aircraft should crash.

CAP air rescue teams
from Mississippi and
Alabama were called into
action, including units from
Tupelo, Starkville,
Washington County and
Muscle Shoals, Ala. In ad-
dition, two law enforcement
helicopters were used in the
search.

Puppets, Pets Set For Festival

The Junior Auxiliary will
furnish its share of the en-
tertainment for the Boone
Hill Festival coming to
Booneville Aug. 7-9. They
will sponsor three puppet
show performances, and a
pet show and parade during
the three-day event,

Miss Piggy and Kermit
the Frog won’t be there, but
children of all ages will be
delightfully entertained by
Hobart the Worm, Stella,
Harold, Elroy the Elephant,
Puff the Magic Dragon, and

the puppets’ grown-up
friends, Grandma and
Grandpa Gray.

There will be per-

formances at 4 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 7, and at 3
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 8. All performances
will be held on the Court
Square. :

The pet show and parade
will be held on the Court
Square Saturday, Aug. 9,
with registration starting at
10:30 a.m. Judging in five
categories will follow with

first and second place rib-
bons being awarded in each
category plus a trophy for
the overall winner.

Categories to be judged
are: (1) registered dogs, (2)
non-registered dogs, (3)
cats, (4) best dressed pet,
(5) miscellaneous pets.

Advance registration of
pets is not necessary, but
anyone wanting more in-
formation on the show may
call Patsy Wilcoxson at 728-
3160.

(Continued on Page 3)

Spectators at the court
proceedings Monday and
Tuesday received a few
surprises during the
guestioning of some of the
witnesses.

At the hearing, it was
brought out that William
Anderson and Don Eubank
have resigned from the
Board of Trustees of the
Booneville Municipal
Separate School District,
effective July 1. Both men
were appointed to that board.
by the city Board of Mayor:
and Aldermen in September:
1979.

Eubank resigned because,,
since his appointment, he:
has moved outside the city’
limits of Booneville and is no
longer eligible to be on the:

Reported

board, according to William
Smith, attorney for the city
school board. Anderson
resigned after being advised
by Smith that his positions
as a city policeman and as a
Justice Court Judge might
constitute a ‘“conflict of
interest.”

Anderson’'s wife, Betty,
has been appointed to
replace him on the board,
but Eubank’s position is still
vacant.

Later in the hearing,
under questioning from
Smith, Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education
Lex Cain said the county
school board had been ad-
vised by their attorney that
they had the option to file an

(Continued on Page 2)

Down

‘Wild Goose’

The Prentiss and Union
County sheriff's depart-
ments, the Fish and Wildlife:
Commission, the Mississippil
Highway Patrol, the iorth
Mississippi  Ambulance
Service and local .indivitists
assisted in the search.

The sheriff’s departmentss

began searching for thes

downed  aircraft im-
mediately after the reportt
and CAP units joined themm
at daylight Saturday.

The search was called ofif
about 10:15 Saturday whem
officials discovered flamingg
flares, not a burning air-
craft, had prompted the
report.

A man in the area had

been =hooting flares—‘“the
kind with parachutes on
them'--and some people
thouglit one was an airplane.

CTRgRE'S nothing wrong
with shooting flares,” one of
tie CAP officials said, “but
somebody thought it was a
burning airplane.”

One of the CAP pilets said
such false alarms
sometimes happen and
termed the search ‘‘an
expensive wild goose
chase.”

No explanation was given
for the signals thought to
have been coming from an
Emergency Landing
Transmitter.

WELCOME REFLECTIONS -- For the first time this
month, the downtown streetis of Booneville were wet enough
with rain Monday night to show reflections of the city’s
lights. The rain broke the long hot spell which had resuited
in at least three deaths in P'rentiss County. Some sections of

the county received rain as early as

last Friday, but

Booneville did not receiwe a significant amount until

Monday.






