Heat Wave Claims Three Local Victims

By KEN CHRISTIAN
e Edlto::

At least three Prentiss
Countians have died in the
past week as a result of the
intense heat wave being
experienced in the area,
according to Prentiss
County Coroner James
Horn.

Two of the victims were
li ing in mobile homes with
no air conditioning, and the
third lived in an apartment
complex also without air
conditioning.

The body of Mrs. Ruth Lee
Deberry, 58, was discovered
in her apartment in the East
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Circle Apartments Friday
afternoon.

Jesse James Martin, 52,
collapsed in the front yard of
his mobile home later that
day and died on the way to
the hospital.

William Hairston, 41,
succumbed in his house
trailer on North Qak Street
Saturday.

In addition, Ora Bell
Shikles, 83, of 209 Felker
Street was carried to the
local hospital for treatment
of heat stroke and survived.
Horn said she had a tem-
perature of 103 to 104 on
arrival at the hospital. As of
Monday afternocon, she was

still a patient in the hospital,
but was reported to be
improving. . g .

Mrs. Deberry’s body was
discovered in her apartment
Friday afterncon, July 11,
by Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy. Stacy was
asked to check on the
apartment by city building
inspector Nolan Wheeler,
Horn said.

Mrs. Deberry had been
dead for 36 to 40 hours, the
coroner said. He said she
had no air conditioner or fan
in the apartment.

Martin, who lived near the
Blue Hill Fire Tower in a
mobile home without air

conditioning, collapsed in
his front yard late Friday
afterpoon, July, 11, "and
neighbors or relatives called
for an ambulance. He was
pronounced dead on arrival
at the Northeast Mississippi
Hospital's emergency room
by Dr. Dwight Johnson.

‘““When the ambulance
picked him up,” Johnson
said, ““he was still conscious,
but he arrested in the am-
bulance. He was essentially
dead on arrival at the
emergency room. We
worked on him for about 10
minutes, but it was to no
avail at all.”

Dr. Johnson said that after

10 minutes in the air con-
ditioned emergency room
and about 15 minutes in the
ambulance, which is also air
conditioned, Martin still had
a- temperature of 108
degrees.

“T've never seen one that
high before,” the doctor
said, ‘“but I understand they
can get as high as 110 in this
type of case.”

Hairston, the third victim,
was found in his mobile
home by a woman from his
neighborhood. She called the
police.

Horn said Hairston’s
trailer also had no air

conditioning, but did have
one fan. The temperature in
the mobile home was 110
degrees and Hairston had a
temperature of 107.4, the
coroner said.

Dr. Johnson predicts that
the situation could get worse
if the heat continues.

“Generally this sort of
thing gets worse the longer
the hot spell lasts,” he said.

“The longer the hot spell
lasts, the more mortality
you see. If this thing goes

into another week like they
are saying, I figure we are
going to see more of it."”

- Of Prentiss County

The elderly and those who
are not in very good physical
shape .are more prone to
suffer from the effects of the
heat, Johnson said.

“I's more common in
elderly folks,” he said. “I
think they’ll sit around and
wait longer."”

“It gets to be a real
medical emergency,” he
continued, “because after
their temperature gets
above 102 degrees, they get
to where they can’t sweat
and then it just takes off like
a holocaust. You get hotter
and you don’t have any way
to cool yourself off because

you can’t sweat.”

The prevention of heat
stroke, or other related
problems resulting from the

.excessive heat, istorestina

cool environrnert and drink
plenty of fluids.

“Keep yourself hydrated
with some sort of electrolyte
solution, such as Gatoraid or
something rather than just
plain water,”” the doctor
said.

“The main thing,’’ he said,
“is if you've got some old
folks sitting around in an old
house that hasn’t got any air
conditioning, you better do
something about it.”
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MAKING PLANS—Prior to leaving for the National Repwblican Convention, Fred
(seated) and Lenora Reinbold of Boonevilie look over desccriptions of numerous ac-
tivities in which they may participate at the convention in IDetroit. In addition to the

. official agenda, the Reinbolds received invitations to mamy parties and luncheons
being held throughout the week. This is the first National Convention the couple has
attended.

Detroit Bound

As Alternate Delegate

vention.

at the National

N

Reinbold, who is the owner of the
Reinbold Lithographing and Printing
Company, was elected during the June
3 primary as an alternate delegate to
the national convention from the First
Congressional District of Mississippi.
He is among 16 other alternates and 17
delegates from the state of Mississippi
Republican Con-
L-vention, which concludes tonight.

Reinbold

Local Republican Attends

National Convention

If you've been watching the National
Republican Convention on television
this week and thought you might have
seen a familiar face, you just might
have been correct. Fred Reinbold of
Booneville is one of 34 Mississippi
delegates and alternates to the con-

There are siix delegates and alter-
nates from tthe First Congressional
District. The only other one from this
immediate arrea is Betty Willard of
Tupelo, who iss also an alternate.
siaid he has
Republican alll his life, but he has only
became active: in the party during the
past six years.. He currently serves as
finance chairrman of the Prentiss
County Republlican Party.

His wife, Lemora, who accompanied
him to the natiional convention, is also
an active Republican and serves as
vice-president of the local party.

The Reinboldis left for the convention
Sunday. They' were to meet other

been a

(Continued on Page 2) ]

Registration Begins Monday

For Selective Service

- Prentiss County males
who were born in 1960 and
1961 will begin registering
with the Selective Service
next week by going to their
local U.S. Post Office and
filling out a form.
Registration for men born
during those two years will
begin Monday, July 21, and

vill conclude Saturday.
August 2.
Beginning in January

1981, men born in 1962 will
register. From then on, men
will be required to register
when they turn 18 years of
age.

-In order to avoid long lines

at post offices, specific days
of each week have been
assigned for registering
individuals, depending upon
the month in which they
were born.

Men born in

1960 will

Watch For It!

local Little League teams,
don’t niss it

The 1980 Little League
Section will be published in |
next  week's  Banner-
independent. For &
complete look at all the

rregister during the first
week, July 21-26, and those
born in 1961 will register
dluring the second week,
Jluly 28-August 2.

The following schedule
wvill be followed each week.
Mlen born in January,
Frebruary or March should
riegister on Monday:; those
bworn in April, May or June
reegister on Tuesday: those
hworn in Julv. August. or
Sieptemrber  register  on
Wednesday: and those born
im October, November or
Diecember register on
T hursday .

(Continued on Page 2)

I In Booneville, Prentiss County

Centers Opened To Provide

Record-setting high
temperatures are expected
to continue for several more
days, but relief from the
heat is available for the
elderly and afflicted of
Prentiss County.

The Prentiss County
Board of supervisors,
Booneville’s mayor and
board of aldermen, and the
Area Council on Aging are
cooperating to provide sites

as emergency cooling
centers.
The East Circle Nutrition

site, the Senior Citizen's

‘Center on Hatchie Street,

and the two Booneville
community centers will be
used, and, if necessary,
Prentiss County Schools
have been made available.

The centers will be open
every day from 10 a.m. until
8 p.m. for those who do not

have a cool place to stay.

Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education
Lex Cain said Tuesday the
Prentiss County School
System has made air con-
ditioned classrooms
available as emergency
cooling centers at six of the
county's schools.

Cain said rooms were
available at the Vo-Tech
School in Booneville, and at

Local Residents Asked To

Conserve Water, Electricity

As a result of the con-
tinuing heat wave, Prentiss
County residents have been
asked to conserve electricity
and water as much as
possible.

The Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA), which
supplies electricity for the
residents of Prentiss
County, Tuesday asked all of
its customers to voluntarily
cut back power usage,
especially between the hours
of 2to 9 p.m.

Ronnie Rowland, engineer
with the Prentiss County

Electric Power Association,
told the Banner-Independent
Tuesday that TVA had only
asked for the cutback in
electricity usage for that one
day, so far. If conditions
continue, further cutbacks
could be required, he added.

Because of the electrical
cutback, Marvin Burcham

of the Booneville Gas and

Water Company, said
Tuesday that he is asking all
customers to reduce their
usage of water as much as
possible. He said this in-
cludes residents in the

Ed McWhirter Named

Ed McWhirter, a native of
Starkville, has been named
4-H Youth Agent for Prentiss
County, W.H. Haden County
Agent, announced this week.

McWhirter, who assumed
his position Monday with the
local Extension Service
office, comes to Booneville
from Vicksburg, where he
also served as 4-H Youth
Agent.

The new youth agent
received both his B.S. and

County 4-H Youth Agent

Masters degrees from
Mississippi State Univer-
sity. He is married to Mary
Edwards, also of Starkville,
and they have one son,
James, who is 11 months old.

McWhirter said that he is
looking forward to meeting
everyone in  Prentiss
County. He said he is happy
to be here and plans to make
this his home.

(Continued on Page 3)

Blackland
Communities.

Although there has been
no rain thus far this month-
a total of 17 days--Burcham
said there is presently no
problem of a water shor-
tage. He said he is asking for
the cutback in water usage
because electricity is used to
operate the city’s water
pumps.

“Due to the hot weather
and the power shortage,” he
said, “we are asking our
cutomers to cut back as

(Continued on Page 2)

and Gaston

ED McWHIRTER

PRQ(‘L.\.\].-\TI()N SIGNED—J.P. Davis, President of the Board of Supervisors, seated
left..s lgns.a !)roc.'la mation this week as Cherri Windham Week in the county. Cherri (seated
at right) is in Vicksburg this week for the Miss Mississippi Pageant. Also shown at the

signing are standing from left, Phillip Cole, Travis Cox. Dan Childers, and Lex Cain. (Photo
by Lee Gentry.)

Relief From Heat

Wheeler, Marietta,
Thrasher, Hills Chapel, and |
Jumpertown scheols. He:
said the Booneville
Elementary and Middle
schools would be available if
needed.

Nolen U. Embrey,,
executive director of the:
Northeast Mississippil

Community Action Agency,,
said Gov. William Winter:
had called to ask that his;

agency assume the
responsibility fpr coor-
dinating a heat-relief
program in his thrée-county
area.

“The response has been
terrific,”” Embrey said, “We
were able to line up 15 sites,
including those in Preniss
County, in less than an her
after the governor called”

“We do need help to make

(Contimed on Page 2)

'History Repeats Itself
With Heat Wave

Despite some reports to the contrary, it appears the
present heat wave has not yet broken the record for the
all-time high temperature - at least as far as Prentiss

County is concerned.

Independent.

The following story appeeared exactly 50 years ago
tomorrow in the July 18, 1930, issue of the Booneville

'Oh! Hiow Hot'

“The past few days hawe given us the highest tem-
peratures ever witnessed here. The highest point was
reached Sunday when the government thermometer stood
at 106 and 3/5 degrees; that of Saturday being 106 degrees.

“At Corinth the thermomieter stood at 100 and above for
nine successive days, the highest being Saturday when it
stood at 110 and 109 on Suinday.”

Hearing Set Monday

On School Property

A hearing on a lawsuit
filed by the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District’s Board of Trustees
against the Prentiss County
School Board members and
Superintendent Lex Cain. is
scheduled for Monday
morning, July 21, in the
courtroom of the Prentiss
County Courthouse.

The suit filed by the city
school trustees asks that
Supt. Cain, the members of
the county school board and
their employees be enjoined
from refusing to allow the:

separate school district to
take possession of school
property and facilities
located within the city
limits.

The county school board
members and Supt. Cain say
they do not recognize the
separate school district as a
legal entity and have
refused to turn over
possession of any property
or facilities to them.

The hearing is set to begin
at 10 a.m. before Chanceilor
George Adams.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

National Guard To Have O)pen House

The Booneville National Giuard will have an open house
Sunday, July 20, from 1 to ‘4 p.m. at the National Guard
Armory on North Third Streset. Tanks, personnel carriers,
trucks, jeeps, numerous wreapons and training displays
will be shown. The public iis welcome to attend.

Woodmen To Have Annual| Picnic

Woodmen of the World Camp 60 will have their annual
picnic for members and theiir families July 19 at 7:30 p.m.
at the West Side Communitty Center. Guests may be in-
vited. Ladies are asked to bring a pie or cake.

Moore Family Reunion To Be Held Sunda)(
The annual B.T. Moore family reunion will be held at
the community center in Biooneville Sunday, July 20.

(More on Page 2)







