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Marion W. Smith Dies

‘Mr. Booneuville’ Is Gone...

The flag flew at half-staff
in front of the Boonevillle
City Hall Monday. ‘“‘Mir.
Booneville” would not lbe
returning.

Marion W. Smith, 75, lonig-
time mayor and banker ‘in
the city, died Sunday nighnt,
June 29, at the Northeaist
Mississippi Hospital after a
lengthy illness.

In a speech froim
Washington earlier this ye:ar
to the Prentiss Counlty
Development Associatiom,
U.S. Congressman Jamie IL.
Whitten said, . “Boonevillle
never needed a chamber of
commerce--they had Maricon
Smith.”

And how true thiat
statement was. No matter
where he was and no matter
to whom he was speakimg,
Marion Smith was alwayys
Booneville’s biggest booster.

Due to his friendliness amd
genial good will toward mis
fellow man, Boonev1lles
Marion Smlth the “‘kissimg
mayor,’ was known
throughout Mississippi--amd
beyond.

Smith was a native son,
having been born here in
1905. His father, Jules
Smith, ran a retail-
wholesale grocery on Maiin
Street. His mother wias
Christa Bell Walker Smitth.

*  The young Smith attended
the public ' schools of

‘Booneville never needed a chamber of commerce
-- they had Marion Smith’

Booneville until he went to
Webb Prep School in Belt-
buckle, Tenn. After
graduation, Smith had
hoped to obtain an ap-
pointment to the naval
academy at Annapolis, but
something better came
along.
Smith was offered a job by
a banker, and, on the advice
of his father, he took it.
Although he never at-
tended Annapolis, Smith did
eventually go to college. He
attended Northeast
Mississippi Junior College
and the Louisiana State
University Institute of
Banking, where he was
selected class president.
Smith went to work at the
Booneville Banking Com-
pany in 1924. In 1929 he
married a Booneville girl,
Maxine Cook, in a ceremony
in her father’s house.
When the Great
Depression of the 1930s
struck, Marion Smith was
left without a job. The
Booneville Banking Com-
pany, as well as all the other
banks in town, had to shut

their doors.

Thus at the age of 26 and
jobless, Smith entered
politics by running for
mayor of Booneville. He
defeated the incumbent
mayor, becoming the
youngest mayor in the state.

In 1934, Seth Pounds

opened the Booneville office.

of the Peoples Bank and
Trust Company, and it
wasn’t long before Smith

. went to work there.

When World War II broke
out, Smith volunteered for
the Armed  Services,
eventually becoming a first
lieutenant in the Army Air
Corps.

After the war, he returned
to Booneville and the
Peoples Bank. For a while
he worked at the Prentiss
County Home Bank, but
eventually returned to the
Peoples Bank as executive
vice president and a
member of the bank’s board
of directors.

After returning from
World War II, Smith served
as a Booneville alderman for
two years before again being

elected mayor in 1949.

He held that office until
1973 when he . retired as
mayor. He was succeeded
by Charles Steén, who
served one term, and by
Charles Crabb, who is
currently mayor of
Booneville.

In May 1977 Smith also
retired from the Peoples
Bank.

In all, Marion Smith spent
41 years in city government-
-33 as mayor. He also led the
Peoples Bank in Booneville
for 20 years.

Smith considered
promoting Booneville,
Prentiss County and Nor-
theast Mississippi in general
as an integral part of his
mayoral job and he never
passed up an opportunity.
His personality and human
interest earned him the
nicknames ‘‘Mr.
Booneville’’ and “‘Mr.
Hospitality.”

He has also been called the
best “emcee” the town has
ever had.

Marion Smith was never

at a loss for wordand

those words were nearly
always promoting his
community .

He was always careful in
his actions and in his words
to be a friend. He always
wanted to be everyone's
friend.

Smith was active in many
local clubs. He was a charter
member and president of the
Booneville Rotary Club; he
served as Worshipful Master
of the Booneville Masonic
Lodge, and as potentate of
the Meridian Chapter of the
Shrine Club, which has over
3,000 members.

But Smith’s favorite had
to be the Goodfellows
because he spent so much
time promoting that
organization which was
designed to help people
when they need it. For many
years, he served as master
of ceremonies for the
Goodfellow’'s Program
which was broadcast over
radio station WBIP to raise
money for the organization.

Some of the other civic
organizations to which he
belonged include the
Prentiss County Industrial
Council, the American Red
Cross, the March of Dimes,
the Northeast Mississippi
Chapter of the Bankers
Association, the Mississippi
Municipal Associatiw' the

To Obtain School Property
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“MR. BOONEWVILLE” - Marion W. Smith, fortaer mayor and banker
in Booneville, is pictured above as he listens to the many testimonials
during Marion Smith Day held at the Booneville City Park July 2, 1977.
~ The former mayor died Sunday night at the Northeast Mississippi
#wass buried at 4 p-m. Tuesday afternoon in the Booneville

otio by Ken Christian)

GUBERNATORIAL VISIT — Gov. William Winter stopped in Booneville for a short time
Monday afternoon as part of a whirlwind tour of four Northeast Mississippi counties. Here
the governor discusses the facilities of the local fire department with Booneville Fire Chief
Frank Fleming and other city ffiremen.

On Whirlwind Tour

Gov. Winter Visits City

Gov. William Winter made
a short stopover in
Booneville late Monday
afternoon as part of a tour of
four Northeast Mississippi
counties: Pontotoc, Union,
Prentiss and Lee.

The purpose of the tour,
according to governor’s aide
David Crews, was to let the
governor meet with local
officials to discuss the
problems being faced in
each of the counties.

To City Board

Trailer

A trailer permit issued to
E.B. Timbes, allowing him
to locate a second house
trailer on his property on
Ninth Street, has been
returned to the city and his
money has been refunded, it
was disclosed Tuesday night
at the regular monthly
meeting of the Booneville
Board of Mayor and
Aldermen.

Unfortunately, since the
entourage was running
behind schedule, by the time
tthe governor arrived in
Booneville shortly after 5
p.m. the courthouse and city
thall were closed. However,
Gov. Winter did meet briefly
with Fire Chief Frank
Fleming and other
Booneville firemen and
made a visit to Police Chief
W.W. Stacy and the
Booneville Police Depart-

ment.

While he was in town the
governor also briefly visited
the funeral home to pay his
last respects to former
Booneville Mayor Marion W.
Smith, whom Winter called
“an old friend of mine.”
Smith died Sunday night.

He also stopped by the
Northeast Mississippi
Hospital to visit another
friend, Mrs. Bonner Arnold,

(Continued on Page 20)

Permit Returned

One trailer is already
located on the property, but
the second trailer has not yet
been moved in.

Mayor Charles Crabb said
tlhe board has gotten the
permit back from Timbes
aind refunded his money.

However, the board
refused to make a ruling on
tthe house trailer that is
already on Timbes' lot,

saying that the city board
does niot have the authority
to hear appeals on the
issuance of trailer permits.

City Attorney Eugene B.
Gifford Jr. cited sections 503
and 504 of the city’s zoning
ordinance which he said
states that the city board of
aldermen are without
jurisdiction in hearing

(Continued on Page 20)

City School District Files Suit

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The Booneville Municipal
Separate School District
Board of Trustees filed a
lawsuit Tuesday in the
Prentiss County Chancery
Court against Prentiss
County Superintendent of
Education Lex Cain and the
county school board
members.

The lawsuit asks for “an
immediate preliminary
prohibitory injunction,
enjoining the defendants

from interfering with the
operation of the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District and the operation of
the schools within the
boundaries of the corporate
limits of the city of
Booneville.”

The suit also asks that
Superintendent Cain, the

‘members of the county

school board and their
employees be enjoined from
refusing to allow the
Booneville Municipal
Separate School District

Teachers To Receive
Unemployment

Compensation

Teachers from the Booneville city schools have been

granted unemployment compensation by the Mississippi
Employment Security Commission, the Banner-
Independent learned Wednesday.

Mac Curlee, chairman of the steering committee of the
Booneville Unemployed Teachers Association, said, “The
word from the Unemployment Commission is that
teachers will receive their back benefits from the time
they signed up in May and will continue to draw until they
have a contract in their hand like any other teacher in the
state of Mississippi receives.”

The city teachers were not given contracts by the
Prentiss County School Board at the same time as the
county teachers due to the uncertainty of whether the city
school board or the county school board would operate
city schools next term.

The .county school board did eventually offer the city
teachers a contract, but it contained a stipulation that the
contract was no longer valid if the Booneville Municipal
Separate School District was awarded the city school
property by the courts. The city teachers, the Mississippi
Association of Educators (MAE) and the teachers at-
torney Jeremy J. Eskridge of Tupelo have said that the
proposed contract is not a legal contract.

Curlee said the Employment Security Commission has
been reviewing the teachers’ applications for a couple of
weeks now.

“Mr. Eskridge wrote them a letter explaining our
situation and the commission ruled on it,” he said. “We
went up today (Wednesday) and we will start receiving
them from the time we have signed up for the past weeks
and will continue to receive our benefits until we have a
contract like any other teacher in the state of Mississippi
receives.”’

(Continued on Page 2)

Board of Trustees;,
Superintendent. and duly
appointed personnel fromm
taking possession of the
school property and
facilities located within the
city.

The suit asks that the
county school board and
their representatives b

enjoined from removing any
of the furniture, fixtures,
equipment, books,
materials, buses or other
items from the premises of
the city school property.
The bill for injunction was
filed July 1, the day set by
the state Education Finance
Commission as the date the

At Wheeler School

separate school district
would become effective.

In the suit the city school
board asks that the court
require the defendants--the
county school board
members and superin-
tendent~to appear and show
cause why they should not be

(Continued on Page 2)

Fire Damages Library

Several sets of en-
cyclopedias, dictionaries;,
and other reference books
were destroyed by a fire im
the Wheeler school library
late Monday afternoon.

School Principal W.F.
Fraser said Tuesday
morning the fire occurred im
a bookcase ‘‘setting out alll
by itself.” He said the state
fire marshall came to the
school Monday night and is
investigating the incident,
The fire marshall was to
come back Tuesday to pick
up some samples to take
back to his office.

Holiday
Closings
Announced

The - Prentiss County
Courthouse will be closed.
Friday and Saturday for the
Independence Day holiday,
Circuit Clerk Travis Cox
announced earlier this week.
Office hours will resume on
the normal schedule
Monday, July 7.

The Booneville City Hall
will also close Friday for the
holiday and will reopen
Monday on their regular
schedule.

The offices of the Banner-
Independent will also be
closed Friday, July 4.

Fraser said the fire
marshall is “of the opinion
that someone set it.”

The school principal said
the fire was reported to him
between 6:15 and 6:30.

““Some people playing on
the baseball field saw some
smoke coming out of the top
of the building and they were
undecided whether it was

smoke or something else
coming out,” Fraser said.
“They finally decided it
must be smoke and they
came out to the house where
I was working in the yard
and told me about it. 1
grabbed a fire extinguisher
and put it out.”

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Marietta Masonic Lodge To Have Fish Fry

The Marietta Masonic Lodge will have a fish fry
Saturday, July 5, at Marietta Springs park beginning at 5
p.m. Secretary Travis Lindley said that all Masons and
their families are invited.

Retired Teachers To Meet At Tishomingo Park

The Northeast Mississippi Retired Teachers’
Association will hold their annual meeting at Tishomingo
State Park at 10 a.m. Wednesday, July 9. All Prentiss
County Retired Teachers are being urged to attend.

Film At Lakeview Bible Church Saturday Night

The film “The Believer’s Heaven’ will be shown at the
Lakeview Bible Church Saturday.night, July 5, at 7:30.
There will be no charge. Pastor Bobby White said the
public is invited to attend.

Cheerleader Camp Set At NE

The Annual high school Cheerleader Camp will of-
ficially get underway next Monday July 7 at NEMJC and
will continue through Friday July 11. Some 350 high school
girls are expected for the camp. The event is sponsored by
NE and the NCA. Dr. Eugene Doran is the advisor.

(More on Page 2)







