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For Booneville Firemen

- Leaking Tanker Truck

Creates Anxious Moments

A potentially dangerous
situation involving a leaking
tank truck caused some
concern for local officials
and Booneville firemen
“#ednesday morning, June
11.

The tanker had over-
turned at the intersection of
North Lake Street and the
Highway 30 Bypass and was
leaking its contents onto the
side of the road and into the
road ditch.

Since the driver of the
?ruck, James Rochester of
Florence, Ala., was injured

andl had to be taken to the
hos;pital for treatment and x-
rayss, officials were not able
to immediately determine
whiat the tanker was tran-
sporting.

F'iremen searched
through the smashed cab of
the: vehicle in an attempt to
find the bill of lading which
would identify the load, but
because of the condition of
the cab were unable to
locate that information. As a
precautionary measure, the
Booneville - Police Depart-
ment blocked off traffic on

the bypass and North Lake
Street.

Fortunately, it turned out
the tanker was loaded with a
liquid fertilizer—a mixture of
liquid nitrogen and am-
monia. The only real danger
from this mixture of
chemicals, Fire Chief Frank
Fleming said, would be if it
worked its way into and
contaminated the city's
water supply. There was
little chance of that oc-
curring, he said.

Once the contents of the

(Continued on Page 12)

One Dead, Three Injured
In Flaming Wreck On U.S. 45

e Morgan Davis, 67, of the
Stevens Apartments in
Booneville, died as the result
-of a fiery two-car accident
just south of Booneville on
-U.S. 45 Friday afternoon,
June 13.
- Davis was a passenger in
the back seat of a 1969 Ford
LTD which was traveling
* torth on U.S. 45 about 1:30
p.m. when it was struck
from the rear by a 1969
Chevrolet. Camaro, repor-
tedly driven by Dennis
Gerald Gentry, 32, of Route
4, Booneville,
The car in which Davm
was riding was driven by

Photo on Page 3

Rilley Stokes, 57, of
Bowoneville. Stoke’s wife,
Berrtha, was also a
passsenger in the vehicle.

The collision caused the
Stokes’ vehicle’s gas tank to
ruppture and the leaking fuel
igmited, consuming  the
auttomobile. Stokes and his
wiffe in the front seat were
ablle to get clear of the
vethicle, but Davis was
trapped in the back seat..
WouldFe" Fescuers ‘'were
uniable to approach the

vehicle as the flames spread
to the surrounding grass and
brush,

Stokes and his wife were
taken to the Northeast
Mississippi - Hospital in
Booneville, where he was
treated for first degree
burns and admitted and she
was treated for first and
second degree burns and
admitted.

Gentry was also taken to
the local hospital, but was
transferred to the North
Mis::issippi Medical Center
in Tupelo. where he was
reported to Be listed In good™

(Continued on Page 3)

Welcome

Rain

After several weeks
without rain, Prentiss
County farmers and
gardeners were beginning
to hurt for moisture until
the showers Monday af-
terncon and Monday night
brought some relief. It was
reported that many far-
mers had stopped soybean
planting while waiting for
the rain. Only scattered
farms in the state have
received significant rain
since late May. Unfor-
tunately, the Mid-South
Farm Weather Service in
Stoneville says Mississippi
farmers face more dry and
warm weather, with
temperatures averaging
above normal and most
areas receiving less rain
than wuswal through mid-
July. (Photos by Ken
Christian)

POTENTIAL DISASTER-In an attempt to identify the leaking contents’
of an overturned tanker truck, Booneville Fire Chief Frank Fleming
(center foreground) looks through papers from the crushed cab of the
vehicle for a bill of lading while other members of the fire department
continue to search the cab. The truck overturned Wednesday morning,

Separate School District:

June 11, at the intersection of North Lake Street and the Highway 30
Bypass. Drive:r James Rochester of Liguid Transport Inc., Louisville, Ky.,
was pinned in the cab for a short time, but received only relatively minor
injuries. He was treated in the emergency room of the Northeast
Mississippi Hwspital in Boeneville. (Photo by Ken Christian)

Attorney General Says Formatien Legal

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

State Attorney General
Bill Allain’s office has issued
an opinion that the for-
mation of the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District was formed legally.

Eugene B. Gifford Jr.,
attorney for the Booneville
Board of Mayor and
Aldermen, has received the
opinion from Allain’s office

which says the proper steps
were taken to form the
separate school district.
Gifford requested the
opinion in a letter June 3.
Gifford said a question
had arisen as to whether or
not the city would have to
secure the approval of the
County Board of
Education before the
separate school district
could become effective.

From County School Board

County school board at-
torney Donald Franks has
contended that such ap-
proval is necessary, while
Gifford said he feels ap-
proval is not necessary.

The opinion from the
attorney general's office,
written by special Assistant
Attorney General Susan L.
Runnels, on behalf of the
attorney general, agrees
with Gifford.

In the letter to Gifford,
Runnels states:

““The creation of a
municipal separate school
district is governed by
Section 37-7-605 which
requires an ordinance of the
governing authorities of the
municipality and approval
of the State KEducational
Finance Commission. This
statute does not require the
approval of the county board

of education for creation of
the district.”

Runnels further said that
Section 37-7-5, which states
that approval of the board of
education is necessary,
‘“‘was applicable only to the
reconstitution of the school
system occurring from Dec.
28, 1953, through July 1,
1957.”

Last week, Franks cited

(Continued on Page 2)

City Teachers Seek Assurance Of Employment

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
Booneville Unemployed
Teachers, through their
attorney, Jeremy J.
Eskridge of Tupelo, have
asked the Prentiss County
School Board to guarantee
them employment for the
1980-81 school year. While
awaiting that assurance, the

teachers plan to continue to
seek unemployment com-
pensation from the county
school system.

The teachers in the four
city schools were not offered
contracts with the county
school system at the same
time as teachers in the
county schools because of
the uncertainty of who will

operate the city schools next
year-the Prentiss County
School District or the
Booneville  Municipal
Separate School District.
The Separate school
district is scheduled to
become effective July 1.
However, the Prentiss
County School Board refuses
to recognize the legality of

Local Sales Tax Collections
Drop During Month Of May

Sales tax collections for
Booneville for May 1980 are
down almost 22 percent, or
by approximately $9,758, as
compared to collections
from the same period one
year ago, according to
figures from the Mississippi
Tax Commission.

The tax commission
quotes sales tax collections

Fire Report:

in Booneville during May
1980 at $34,987 and collec-
tions during May 1979 at
$44,745.

Statewide, sales tax
collections dipped to $52.1
million during May 1980
compared with more than
$54.1 million during the
same month in 1979--a
decrease of about 3.7 per-

cent.
However, tax commission
officials say overall tax

collections for the state's
general fund are running
about 13.9 percent higher
than last year despite the
recent slump in sales tax
receipts.
General fund collections
(Continued on Page 2)

City Firemen Stay Busy

The Booneville Fire
Department has been busy
since the first of June,

having answered some 10
calls through June 17.

The worst of the fires
occurred about 1:30 p.m.
Friday, June 13, as the
result of a wreck on U.S. 45
South when a 1973 Chevrolet
Camaro collided with the
rear of a 1969 Ford LTD.
Morgan Davis of the Stevens

Apartments in Booneville, a
passenger in the rear seat of
the LTD, died as a result of
the fire that consumed the
vehicle following the wreck.

Fire department per-
sonnel spent approximately
of the accident.

Firemen put in about six
hours at the site of an
overturned tractor trailer
rig Wednesday, June 11,
even though there was no

fire. The tanker, loaded with
liquid nitrogen and am-
monia, overturned shortly
after 9 am. at the in-
tersection of North Lake
Street and the Highway 30
Bypass, leaking its contents
onto the side of the road.
The truck was owned by
Liquid Transports of
Louisville, Ky., and was
being driven by James
(Continued on Page 2)

the formation of the
separate district even after
a recent opinion to that
effect by the state attorney
general’s office.

The county school board
has recently drawn up
contracts for the city
teachers, and schoool board
attorney Donald Franks said
Tuesday the teachers’

contracts are ready for them
to sign whenever they want.
However, the school board
has put a stipulation in the
contracts that, if the courts
rule the separate school
district is legal .and con-
sequently turns over to them
the city schools, the county
would no longer be under

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214.

Singing At Jones Chapel Church Sunday
There will be an all day singing at the Jones Chapel
Free Will Baptist Church Sunday, June 22. Dinner will be

served at noon.

Gospel Singing To Be Held At Mt. Pisgah Church

There will be a gospel singing at Mt. Pisgah Free Will
Baptist Church Sunday, June 22, beginning at 1:30 p.m.
Joe Gann will be in charge of the singers.

Bible Scheol To Begin At Pisgah Methodist

Bible school will begin at the Pisgah Methodist Churcl.
Monday, June 23, meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. each day.

New Lebanon Youth To Sponsor Carwash

The youth of the New Lebanon Free Will Baptist Church
will sponsor a carwash Saturday, June 21 in the church
parking lot in the Cairo community. Proceeds will go for
the purchase of a new P.A. system.

Revival Services At Lambs Chapel Begin Sunday

Revival services will be held at Lambs Chapel
Independent Methodist Church, Hwy. 4 West in Jum-
pertown, each evening June 22-27. Bro. W.E. Sharp and
Bro. Gene Caltharp will be the ministers.

Youth Service To Be Held At Church Of God

There will be a special youth service at the Independent
Church of God Friday night, June 20, at 7. There will be
young people from out of town to minister and sing.

(More on Page 2)







