City Teachers Meet, Organize,
Refuse County’s Offer

Approximately - 70
teachers from the four
Booneville school met
Sunday night, June 1, at the
George E. Allen Library,
forming the Booneville
Unemployed Teachers’
Association.

Three of the teachers,
Mrs. Shirley Cole, Mrs.
Janeil Stutts and Mrs, Wilda
Fugitt, told the Banner-
Independent Monday that
the teachers met due to their
concern over the students
and the Prentiss County
schools.

Like the students them-
selves, the teachers have
been caught in the middie of
the controversy sparked by
the formation of the
Booneville Municipal

Bawwer - lwdependent

Dedicated To The People And Progress

Separate School District,
which is to become effective
July 1.

Although neither the
teachers nor the students
had anything to do with the
development of the current
situation, they are both
affected. Currently teachers
do not know whether they
will have ajob next year and
students do not know where
they will attend school.

“A lot of people do not
realize it,"”’ one of the
teachers said Monday, “but
the county has not released
the students as they
previously indicated they
would. The city cannot
employ or issue a letter of
intent to employ until the
city knows exactly the

number of students that wi‘ll
be enrolled this fall.”

‘‘Therefore, the
Booneville Unemployed
Teachers, with the interest
of the children as our first
consideration, have, one,
organized; two, elected a
steering committee con-
sisting of two teachers from
each of the city schools; and,
three, agreed to stand and
act as one body,” the
teachers said.

Elected unanimously to
the steering committee by
the teachers at the meeting
were Mac Curlee, chairman,
and Willie T. Jackson, both
of Booneville High School;
Marie Spain and Kenneth
Shackelford, Anderson

(Continued on Page 2)

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Legislative Session.

terms therein stipulated.

This day of

Prentiss County School Board.

Contract of Employment.

You are hereby offered for the ensuing 1980-81 school term the
same position held by you with this Board for the 1979-8B0 school term
of the Prentiss County School District subject to the express condi-
tion that in the event the county school district should be ordered
by the courts to surrender control and possession of the school
facilities where you work prior to the end of the 1980-81 school term
to the proposed Booneville Municipal School District, your contract
of employment would also terminate at such time.

Your duties will be the same as for 1979-80 and your salary will
be the same plus any and all increases authorized by the 1980

Sincerely,

Lex Cain
County Superintendent of Education

I hereby accept the foregoing offer of employment upon the

1980.

Supt. Lex Cain Responds
To Teachers’ Meeting

Teachers from the schools
of the city of Booneville met
Sunday, organized and voted
not to sign a letter of intent
to employ from the Prentiss
County School District (see
story, this page).

In response to that
meeting and its outcome,
County Superintendent Lex
Cain issued the following
statement Tuesday:

“If any Booneville
teachers are unemployed, as
far as the Prentiss County
Board of Education is
concerned it will be of their
own choice. I have stated
publicly many times and to
many individual teachers
that we are not going to
bring new poeple in from out
of the county and hire them,

Of Prentiss County

until we see what happens to
the teachers now employed
in Booneville. :

“I cannot speak for others,
but I feel, and the Prentiss
County board members
have expressed their
agreement with me, that. we
have, if not a legal, a moiral,
obligation to place the
teachers now in the system
before we begin bringing
new people in.

“When we hired county
teachers in April, we did not
know at that time that the
separate school district was
formed illegally. Now that
we have that information,

we are offering all
Booneville teachers their
jobs back with the

stipulation only that if the

courts should give their
school buildings te the city,
we would no longer have
jurisdiction oyer whether or
not they have their job.

“I feel this is the best our
board can do at this time.
We are and have been all
along, concerned about
these teachers, and have
expressed this concern.

“On the unemployment
question: I do not believe the
school district should pay
unemployment to people
who have reasonable
assurance they will be
employed for next school
year.

‘““The leaders of the
movement to collect this
money from school district

(Continued on Page 2)
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Ends In Failure

State Officials Meet With School Boards

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Another attempt at a
meeting between the
Booneville Municipal
Separate School District’s
Board of Trustees and the
Prentiss County School
District's Board of
Education to work out
problems for the next school
term ended in failure
Tuesday night.

Saying that the separate

school district does not .

legally exist, the county
school board brought the
meeting involving the two
school boards and

‘Until such time as we are recognized as a legal entity

by ithe county school board,
it appears there is nothing else to be said.’

-- Attorney William Smith

representativies from the
State Department of
Education in. Jackson to a
rapid end Tuesday night.
The meeting, held at the
Prentiss County Vocational
Technical School, was called

by, the separate school

distriet’s board of trustees to
give the state education
officials an opportunity to

Go-Cart Races
Set For Saturday

The smell of spilled
gasoline and rubber-
scorched pavement...The
sounds of revved-up engines
and squealing tires...

The atmosphere of the
race track comes to
Booneville Saturday in a
local version of the
Indianapolis 500 when the
Booneville Uptown
Association sponsors a
series of go cart races.

The races will be held over

a one-tenth mile course
around the triangle beside
the Peoples
Booneville Hardware, and
will consist of four classes
for adults and one for the
kiddies.
Adult classes will be:
--four cycle stock, 350
pounds.
--four cycle stock-
appearing, 290 pounds.
--four cycle open, 350
(Continued on Page 2)

Bank and.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Vacation Bible School At Little Brown Creek
The Little Brown Creek Free Will Baptist Church will be
having vacation Bible school June 9-13, from 6 to 8 nightly

Summer Reading Program Opens At Allen Library

The summer reading and fun program, “Adventures in
Space,” will begin today at the George E. Allen Library.
The Booneville Woman's Club plans an hour of stories and
games each Thursday beginning at 10:30, for children
from three to seven years old.

Fish Fry At Marietta Springs Park

There will be a fish fry at the Marietta Springs Park
Saturday, June 21, sponsored by the Marietta Primary
Health Care Clinic Commission to raise money for a full
time Nurse Practitioner at the Health Care Center in
Marietta. Serving will begin at 5 p.m.

Swimming Lessons Set At City Park

Swimming lessons at the swimming pool at the West
Side City Park begin next Tuesday, June 10. There will be
four lessons weekly. Sessions will last for two weeks. The
cost will be the same as last year, $20. For more in-
formation, call the West Side City Park.

(More on Page 2)

share information with the
two school boards and an-
swer questions concerning
the operation of the schools
next school term.

Dr. Bob McCord,
Assistant State Superin-
tendent of Education, and
four representatives from
the finance, transportation
and vecational education
departments of the State
Department of Education
traveled from Jackson to
meet with the two school

boards at the request of the
city school board.

After introductions were '

made, the meeting began
with each of the state
education officials making a
short statement ¢oncerning
his particular field in the
Department of Education.
The floor was then opened to
questions.

At that point, Donald
Franks, attorney for the
county school board, asked
to make a statement,

Saying the meeting on how
to operate the two school
systems during the coming
year was premature,
Franks said the county
school board does not
consider separate school

- district to exist, ‘“‘now or

after July 1, since it was
formed illegally.”

The county school board’s
attorney said that the
trustees of the separate
school district had at-
tempted to take over county
property in order to operate
a separate school district.
“The County School Board
says that take over would be
illegal,” he said.

Franks indicated to the
state representatives that,

(Continued on Page 13)

County School Board Refuses
To Release Property, Students

Even though the trustees
of the Booneville Municipal
Separate School District
rejected a recent proposal
from the Prentiss County
School District to abandon
the newly formed system
and consolidate all five of
the county’s high schools

into two, it appears the
county school board intends
totry to implement this plan
on their own.

The county school board
last week adopted a policy
taking a firm stand against
the newly formed separate
school district. They are now
refusing to release county
students to attend -city
schools as they had
previously said they would,
and they are refusing to turn

over to the separate school
district school property
within the city limits of
Booneville.

These and other points
were included in a
resolution, termed a
Delineation of Policy,
passed by the county school
board last week. In this
resolution, the county school
board has refused to
recognize the separate
school district as being
legally formed.

‘“The Prentiss County
School District will continue
to operate, maintain, control
and exercise jurisdiction
over all the schools,
students, and transportation
services, including those
situated within the cor-

porate limits of the city of
Booneville; and the board is
presently engaged in
planning and implementing
for the 1980-81 school year a
complete and improved
school program for all the
educable children residing
in the present district,” the
board’s resolution states.

The policy statement also
says, “The Prentiss County
School Board hereby makes
known that it will not
voluntarily surrender or
deliver to the proposed

Booneville Municipal
Separate School District any
of the school buildings, land,
related school facilities,
furniture, fixtures, school

(Continued on Page 2)

Citizens Meet With Aldermen

On House Trailer Permits

A group of more than 100
concerned citizens were
present at the regular
monthly meeting of the
Booneville Board of
Aldermen Tuesday night to
protest the location of
mobile homes in the
Washington-Ninth Street
area of West Booneville,

Bill Murphy, spokesman
for the group, presented a
statement to the board
outlining the activities of the
group thus far.

“We carried our petition
to Mr. Nolan Wheeler, the
Planning Commission, the
mayor, and now, tonight, we
are here to ask your help in
solving a problem that
should have been no
problem,” he said.

“A trailer park, or in-
tentions of establishing an

area for parking trailers,
immediately decreases the
property value of this im-
mediate area,”” he con-
tinued.

Murphy then quoted a
portion of the 1967 zoning
ordinance which defines its
purpose as ‘‘a com-
prehensive city plan and is
enacted to preserve and
promote the public health,
safety, and general welfare
of the inhabitants of the City
of Booneville and of the
public generally, and to
encourage and facilitate the
orderly growth and ex-
pansion of Booneville.”

The property in question is
zoned RB, which is for single
family dwellings with the
‘‘same uses permitted as
RA zoning.” Mobile homes
are not permitted in RA

Zones.

Murphy said the position
of the area residents was to
“petition you, our mayor
and board of aldermen to
conscientiously study our
present situation and pray
you will act, without haste
and in the best interest of
those involved for the future
interests of the city of
Booneville.”

Murphy then asked per-
mission to recognize the
group, allow them to
‘‘correct any incorrect
statements” he had made,
and allow them to ask
questions of the board.

Tommy Comer, a resident
of the area asked what the
exact provisions of the
zoning ordinance are.

“Does the ordinance allow

(Continued on Page 13)

Fifty In One!

LUCKY FIND-David English, 10, a fifth grade student at Jumpertown School,
found enough four-leaf clovers in one day recently to last him all summer. He found a
total of 50 in one clump of clover in front of his house in one day, mounting them to a
piece of board for display. He is the son of Wilson and Emogene English.

Driver’s License, Helmet Laws

To Be Inforced By Local Officers

Sheriff John |McCauley
said Monday | that the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department will strictly
enforce the state’s laws
pertaining to driver’s
licenses and motorcycle
crash helmets.

Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy has endorsed the
action being taken by Sheriff
McCauley, saying the police
department will do likewise.

The laws to which
McCauley and Stacy were
referring appear in the
Mississippi Code of 1972,
Motor Vehicle and Traffic
Regulations.

Section 63-1:5 of those
regulations states that a
license is required to
operate vehicles on. the
roads of the state of
Mississippi:

**No person shall drive a
vehicle, propelled other than
by muscular power, upon
the public streets or high-
ways in the State of
Mississippi without first
securing an operator’s
license to drive on the
streets or highways in the

state, except those persions
especially exempted by
section 63-1-7.”

The exceptions lisited
under Section 63-1-7 include
(a) any person operating a
vehicle of the armed forces
of the United States; (b) :any
nonresident over the agee of
15 years who has a v:alid
operator’s license to driwe a
motor vehicle on the hiigh-
ways of his home state: or
country; (c) any persson
operating a road roller, recoad
machinery, or any farm
tractor or implement of
husbandry temporarmily
drawn, moved or propellled
on the highways; and
any engineer or motorman
using tracks for road or
street, though used in the
streets,

Section 63-7-64 of the Ciode
pertains to motorcycle criash
helmets. It states:

“No person shall oper-ate
or ride any motor-cycle or
motor scooter upon the
public roads or highways of
the state unless such person
is wearing on his or her head
a crash helmet of the type

(d) .

and design inspected and
approved by the American
Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators. Violation of
this section shall be deemed
a violation of the traffic
regulations and rules of the
road and punishable as
provided by section 63-9-11."
According to section 63-9-
11 of the Code, driving or
riding a motorcycle without
a helmet is a misdemeanor.
For a first conviction, a
person shall be punished by
(Continued on Page 2)

Correction

In a story on Page 1 of last
week’s paper, it was in-
correctly reported that the
residents in an area of East
Booneville were protesting
the issuance of mobile home
permits in their neigh-
borhood.

The story should have
stated that the residents
were in West Booneville.
The community involved is
in the Horse Shoe Acres
area. :






