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Equalization Plan Formulated

The Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors and
the Prentiss County Tax
Assessor have launched a
dual operation that, when
completed, is expected to
result in a more equitable
distribution of the county’s
tax burden.

“It is not a tax increase,”
Tax Assessor Danny
Childers said. “It is an
equalization plan designed
to fill big holes we have
discovered in the county’'s
tax rolls.”

As an example, Childers
cited a case of two houses in
the county built at about the
same time and of similar
construction.

“These houses are of
about equal value and within
one-half mile of each other,”
he said. “Yet one is on the
tax rolls for $1,500 and the
other at $3,000. This means
one of these homeowners is
paying far too much taxes,
or the other is paying too
little. The equalization
program we are working on
is designed to eliminate
these inequities.”

Board of Supervisors
Chairman J.P. Davis said
there are cases of new
homes being built as
replacements for older
homes on the same
property. Often the old
house is torn down or
abandoned, yet no change is
ever made on the tax rolls.

“This is one of the ways it
is possible for houses worth
many thousands of dollars to
be taxed a total of five or six
dollars,” he said. ‘‘There is
even one case in the past of a
fomeowner paying as little
as seventy cents in taxes on
a home worth quite a bit of
money."’

He pointed out that there
are numerous cases of

»

additions being made--
sometimes more than one
aaddition over a period of
years-—-without any changes
ever being made in the tax
irolls.

Both officials, as well as
the other four board
members, agree that after a
complete and painstaking
search of the tax rolls, they

are unable to determine any
formula ever having been
used or pattern followed in
determining the value of
real property for tax pur-
poses. But, they say they
hope the new plan will be an
acceptable system that will
permit all taxpayers to pay
equal taxes on property of
equal value.

Childers emphasized that
the plan would not involve
any changes in homestead
exemptions.

“It will, however, mean
the county could get a larger
reimbursement from the
state,” he said. ‘“The state
reimburses each county for
the tax it loses because of

(Continued on Page 2)

Six Arrested By Police
For Theft Of Copper Wire

Three juveniles and three
tadults have been arrested by
ithe Booneville Police
IDepartment and charged in
iconnection with the theft of a
iquantity of copper wire from
‘Burcham and Sons Con-
itractors on Jacinto Road.

The break-in occurred
‘Friday, May 2, after the
business had closed for the
day, Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy said. Two of the
suspects were apprehended

Service Charge
For Gas
To Increase

Marvin Burcham,
manager of the Booneville
Gas and Water System,
announced this week that
there will be an increase in
the gas service charge for
customers, effective June 1,
1980.

“Due to the rising cost of
fuel and labor,” Burcham
said, ‘‘the gas service
charge for coming on and
going off will increase from
$3 to $5, effective June 1.”

onthe scene, he said, and the
others were picked up later.

The three adults--Michael
Lee Chase, 18, of 512 Rose
Street, Corinth; Robert
Alston Way, 18, of Old
Marietta Road, Booneville;
and Marshall E. Chase, 18,
of Route 4, Booneville--all
pleaded guilty before city
judge John Ferrell, Stacy
said. The charges of
breaking and entering and
grand larceny were reduced
to misdemeanors, he added.

The three juveniles were
handed over to the juvenile
authorities.

One of

the suspects,

" Michael Chase, was AWQL

from the army at the time of
his arrest, Stacy said, and he
was turned over to military
MP’s.

One juvenile and one adult

were also arrested in con-
nection with another break-
in Saturday, May 10, at the A
& A Freeze in Booneville,

The juvenile has been
turned over to juvenile
court, Stacy said, and the
adult, William Earl Cooper,
18, of East Church
Street, will be Bound over to
the action of the Grand Jury.

FAREWELL SLIDE—The:se Booneville elementary students shown here enjoy their last
days of school for this year and take advantage of the warm weather with some outside fun.
Shown from left to right are,, Tina Fair, Jennifer Rowland, Brad Holder, and Jeff Roberts.

(Photo by Lee Gentry)

— Eligibility

Favorable Ruling Not Expected By

Despite the fact that the
Mississippi High School
Activities Association
(MHSAA) has postponed
until August 2 making a finall
decision, the association
apparently does not intend
to relax its rules to allow
Frenuss County stuaents to
participate in ex-
tracurricular school ac-
tivities this fall.

Stacy said approximately
$300 worth of food, including
ham, cheese, and ice cream,
were taken during the
break-in.

Acting on a tip, police
officers discovered some of
the stolen goods while
searching a house on Section
Line Road. This led to the
arrest of the two suspects,
Chief Stacy said.

Two men and one woman
from Memphis  were
arrested Thursday, May 16,
on charges of possession of
drugs, Stacy said.

Patricia Peel, Robert P.

Parker . and Frnak R.

Holmes, all of Memphis,
were arrested by Booneville
police officers after some 60

(Continued on Page 14)

Festival
Committee
Meets

The Boone Hill Festival
committee met = with
representatives of local
organizations Monday night
to discuss additional events
for the festival to be held
Aug. 7-9.

Definite  committments
have been received for an
arts exhibit at the George E.
Allen Library, go-cart races,
crafts displays, a 3.1 mile
run, and an antique auto
show to be held in the up-
town area.

The Junior Auxiliary has
also scheduled it’s annual
pet show and a puppet show
for the three-day event.

These events are in ad-
dition to the Cooperative
Extension Service’s mini-
fair already announced.

Many other organizations,
including the Organization
for Handicapped
Mississippians, indicated
they will definitely par-
ticipate but are not ready to
announce the events they
will sponsor at this time.

Keith Shackelford,
chairman of the festival
committee, said a steering
committee has been selected
to coordinate the scheduling
of events. The committee,
composed of Shackelford,
John Smith, Marshall
Dickerson, Mrs. Lee Davis,
and Tommy Walden, will
hold frequent meetings to
discuss scheduling of these
and other events to be ad-
ded.

Long May She Wave

MEMORIAL DAY — The last Monday in May is set aside
in most states in memory of the dead servicemen of all
wars. This year, with the current world situation, the
Banner-Independent feels it is also a good time to

By County School Board

remember the hostages in Iran with hope that a peaceful
solution to the problem can soon be worked out. (Photo by

Ken Christian)

City Trustees Reject Proposal

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor
Saying they de not feel
hey can legally aholish the

3 Pparate school dizirict, the
oard of frustees’ of tke

Booneville Maunicipal
Separate School District
have turned down a proposal
presented to-them by Donald
Franks, attorney for the
Prentiss County School
Board, at a meeting last
week.

Franks’ proposal on
behalf of the Prentiss
County School Board asked
that the county not be
divided into two school

districts, but that there ke
only one county-wicle
district. He said that tte
terminology was not im-
portant-it could be called n
Prentiss  Clonaty  sehont
district or a municipal
separate school district, :as
iong as it emcompasses tihe
entire county.

He further proposed that
there be two high schools
established for the districet,
one located adjacent to tihe
Prentiss County Vocatiomal
Technical. School and tlhe
other located in the Big V
Community southwest of
Booneville.

Shelton Announces

For Circuit Judge

Billy Shelton of Lee
County recently announced
his candidacy for Circuit
Judge of the First Judicial
District. The election for
that post, which serves
Alcorn, Prentiss, Lee,
Monroe, Pontotoc,
Itawamba and Tishomingo
counties, will be held June 3.

In announcing his can-
didacy, Shelton said:

“I have been a lifetime
resident of Lee County and
grew up in Mooreville and
East Tupelo. I attended
Mooreville Grammar School
and graduated from Tupelo
High School, Itawamba
Junior Coliege, the
University of Mississippi
Law School, and the
University of Miami Law
School.

“After graduating from
Tupelo High School, I at-
tended Itawamba Junior
College on a football
scholarship and was called
into service with the

Mississippi National Guaird
during the Korean Conflict.
““During the Koreian
Conflict, I served as .an
Airborne Ranger and have
served since then con-
tinuously in the Mississifppi
National Guard and Armny
Reserve and am now a
Lieutenant Colonel in fthe
(Continued on Page: 2)

BILLY SHELTON

The proposal provided
that all teachers under
contract for the 1979-80 year
be employed for next term,
including Troy Herderson,

vwihe koo hesn ad  ag

superintencent - of  Mae’.

Booneville Municipal
Separate School District,
and that all students

presently attending school in
Booneville continue to do so.

Under this plan, the
separate school district,
which is to take effect July 1,
would either be abolished or
would encompass the entire
county.

Franks said the proposal

would remove the un-
certainty of where the
students who live outside the
city limits will attend school,
v . let the teachers know
whether or not they have
jobs for next year and would
solve the problem of
students’ eligibility to
participate in ex-
tracurricular activities
since there would only be
one school district.

Franks said that if the city
accepted this plan, a
proposal calling for two high
schools for the county would
be submitted to the State

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Genealogical Workshop Slated At Allen Library

There will be a Genealogical Workshop Day at the
George E. Allen Library Friday, May 23, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Various materials will be on hand to help those who
wish to trace their family trees. Participants are asked to
furnish their own lunches, drinks will be provided.

Shrine Club To Meet Tonight

The Prentiss County Shrine Club will meet Thursday
night, May 22, at the Town Motel at 7 p.m. Nine new
members will be introduced. All members are urged to

attend.

Crossroads Church To Have Vacation Bible School

The Crossroads United Methoedist Church will hold a
Vacation Bible School May 26-30, from 8:30 to 11 a.m. each
vday. All children are welcome to attend.

Vacation Bible School At Crestwood Baptist Begins

There will be a Vacation Bible School at the Crestwood
Baptist Church May 26-30, from 6 to 8 p.m. each night.
Youth and adults will be included.

Decoration And Homecoming Set At New Lebanon
There will be a Decoration Day and Homecoming

Sunday, May 25, at the New Lebanon Church and

cemetery. Dinner will be served and there will be an all

day singing.

(More on Page 2)

Dr. Woodrow Marsh,
executive director of the
MHSAA, has indicated that
the association will not be
intimidated by threats of a
lawsuit.

During a meeting of the
MHSAA executive com-
mittee in Jackson Friday,
May 9, the situation in
Prentiss County was
discussed. Troy Henderson,

superintendent of the new
Booneville  Municipal
Separate School District,
attended that meeting and
the Prentiss County Con-
cerned Parents Education
Committee sent a letter to be
considered, requesting a
one-year waiver of the
eligibility rule for county
students who wish to attend
city schools next year.

The eligibility problem
developed as the result of
the breaking of Prentiss
County into two school
districts--the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District and the Prentiss
County School District. The
separate school district was
originally formed several
years ago by action of the
Booneville  Board of

Aldermen, but was not
approved by the State
Education Finance Com-
mittee until late last year. It
becomes effective in a little
over a month, on July 1
Marsh said that the
request to grant a waiver to
the residency rule would
violate MHSAA rules which
state that students are only
eligible to participate in the

activities if they attiend
school in the same districct in
which their parents live. The
rule is designed to eliminate
the recruiting of students for
the various activities.

The problem centers on
the fact that Booneville is
the only school in the county
that has a football team and
a high school band.

Marsh indicated that. the

MHSAA

MHSAA became involved in
the controversy before the
problems were worked out,
saying the association was
asked to waive the rules
before problems were ironed
out by the two systems.
“This 1s a running fight
between the city and the
county and we ought not be
in it at all,”” Marsh said.
“They still haven’t settled

whether they are actually
going to release these kids or
not.”

Marsh said there is
nothing about the transfer
on the minutes of the board
of trustees’ meeting and he
noted the city board of
trustees is not an official
body until July 1.

“They are asking us to

(Continued on Page 2)







