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By Separate School District Board

- Superintendent Hired For City Schools

The Booneville Municipal
Separate School District has
hired Troy H. Henderson of
Raymond, Miss., as

superintendent of the newly
formed school district, it
was announced late last
- week.

Henderson, who will take
over the administrative
duties of the Booneville city

schiools when the separate
school district becomes
effiective on July 1, is
preesently Director of
Auxxiliary Services at Hinds
Jumior College in Raymond.

Dr. William Preston,
president of the separate
school district’s Board of
Trustees, said, ‘“‘We feel we
hawe hired an experienced

and able administrator. We
are certainly looking for-
ward to having this fine
family in our community.”

“] am very excited about
the opportunity to come to
Booneville,” Henderson told
the Banner-Independent
Tuesday. “‘I think with time
and patience we can develop
a real fine school system.

WELCOME TO CITY—Booneviille Mayor Charles Crabb (right) presents the “‘key to the
city” to Troy Henderson (left) who has been hired as the first superintendent for the
Booneville Municipal Separate Sichool District. Henderson was in Booneville Friday to
meet with local officials.

Franks To Investigate
Legality Of School System

The Prentiss County
Board of Education has
hired Booneville attorney
Donald Franks to in-
vestigate the legality of the

formation of the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District.

Franks met with the
cownty school board Mon-

What’s Going On ?

Report It At 728-6214.

Benefit Singing at Mills Community

There will be a benefit singing for Milton Wallace Jr. at
the Mills Community Baptist Chwrch Saturday, April 12,
beginning at 7 p.m. Featured simgers will be the Seekers
Quartet and the Gospel Editions.

Car Wash at Penteéostal Church

The Boy Scouts will sponsor a car wash at the First
Pentecostal Church from 9 a.mi. to 3 p.m. Saturday.

VFW And Auxiliary to Meet Friday

VFW Post 4877 and the Ladies’ Auxiliary will meet
Friday, April 11, at 7:30 p.m. at the VFW hall. Officers
will be elected for the coming year. '

Special Service at Lakeview Swnday, April 13

There will be an all day serwice Sunday, April 13, at
Lakeview Baptist Church. Sunday School will begin at 10
a.m., preaching services at 11, and lunch at noon, with

_ singing in the afternoon. The chrch’s revival will begin

Monday, April 14. Bro. Danny MicAliston will be bringing
the message each night at 7:30.

(More on Page 2)

—Schools

day, April 7, at the invitation
of Superintendent Lex Cain
‘‘regarding numerous
contacts both he and Mr.
Cain have had from citizens
concerning the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District,”” according to the
minutes of the meeting.

At that meeting, Franks is
reported to have advised
the county board to contest
the legality of the formation
of the separate school
district.

He told them that: the
county school board could be
held responsible for any
inequities in education in-
side the city limits if the
separate school district was
formed without being legally
constituted.

He said that the county
could be responsible or
liable for any problems that
arrise if the separate school
district was not formed

legally.
Superintendent Cain
confirmed Wednesday

morning that Franks had
met with the school board
and advised them to look
into the legality of the new
district.
After Franks left the
(Continued on page 2)

“T am looking forward to
getting up there, getting to
know the people and
working with them to see
what we can do together,”
he said.

The 46-year-old Henderson
is a 1952 graduate of Forest
High School. He served from
1955-1959 in the U.S. Air
Force.

He received his B.S.
Degree from Louisiana
College in 1960 and his M.A.
in School Administration
from the University of
Alabama in 1964. In 1974 he
received his AAA 'Cer-
tificate from the University
of Southern Mississippi.

From 1962 to 1964, Hen-
derson served as a teacher
and coach at the West
Blocton High School, West
Blocton, Ala. During 1964-
1965 he was prineipal of the
Sebastopol Attendance
Center, Sebastopol, Miss.

He also served as prin-
cipal of the Liberty Atten-
dance Center in Liberty,
Miss., from 1966 to 1970.
During 1970 and 1971 he
served as Title I Director
for the Firest Separate
Schools, Forest, Miss.

From 1971 to 1979 he was
superintendent of the West
Jasper  Schools, Bay

(Continued on page 2)

Mrs. Winter To Be
Guest At Library Tea

Mississippi’s First Lady,
Mrs. William Winter, will be
the guest of honor at the
George E. Allen Library on
Monday, April 14, for a tea
which will be the opening
activity for National Library
Week.

Senior citizens of Prentiss
County are being especially
encouraged to attend the tea
which will be from 1 to 3
p.m. There will be a display
of crafts provided by the
senior citizens groups of the
county.

The art work of Vicki

Gray, a native Prentiss
Countian, will be exhibited
in the library all week for
interested browsers. Also, a
group of color photographs
by Mrs. Bill Wallace, for-
merly of Booneville, will be
on display in the Marion W.
Smith Room.

The children’s section will
feature prize winning
posters designed by the
students of Booneville
Middle School for National
Library Week.

The tea and all exhibits
are open to the public.

Davis Asks Residents
To Use Landfill

With the coming of warm
weather, many local
residents are doing their
annual “‘Spring Cleaning.”
Unfortunately, this is
creating some problems in
the county when large
amounts of trash are taken
to the county dumpsters,
overloading them.

These county dumpsters
are designed primarily for
household garbage, but
some people are dumping
practically anything into
them.

J.P. Davis, chairman of
the Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors, asked Tuesday
that residents carry
anything  other than
household garbage directly
to the county land fill located
iust east of Wheeler.

““It is fine to put household
garbage in the containers,”
Davis said, “but if people
are going to have a pickup
load of something, the
county would appreciate if it
they would just carry it on to
the land fill.”

Davis stressed that it will
not cost anything to dump
the trash at the land fill and
that it is open five and one-
half days per week for that
purpose.

Trash can be taken to the
land fill from 7 a.m. to 4
p.m., Monday through
Friday, and from 7 a.m. to 11
a.m. on Saturday, he said.

*“This would sure be a lot
of help toward keeping our
county clean,” Davis added.

Handicapped Children
Survey Undertaken

The Prentiss County
School District is currently
seeking to identify and
locate handicapped children
through the age of 21 as part
of a statewide effort to
locate and evaluate these
children. This includes those
children who are physically,
mentally, communicatively
-and-or emotionally han-
dicapped.

Warly identification of
such children who are in
need of special educational
experiences - is most im-
portant to each child,
Prentiss County Superin-
tendent of Education Lex
Cain said in a letter that is to
be sent to Prentiss County
parents this week.

“This information will be

(Continued on page 2)

‘Air’ Mail

Maggie Oakley and Her ‘Special’ Delivery Balloon

Balloon Makes Trip
From Memphis

Maggie, 4, and Katie, 16 months,
made an exciting disccovery while

playing in the field behincl their house

last week.

Lying in the field was a partially
deflated yellow balloon. Printed on the
side of the balloon and beginning to
fade were the words: ‘‘Weekly Reader
Attached to the

Writing Pals.”
balloon was a note.

It turned out that the balloon found
by the two young daughtexrs of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Dee Oakliey, Route 7,
Booneville, was part of a: project by a
school in the Memphis suburb of

Bartlett, Tenn.

The note attached to the balloon
said, ““Our school is participating in
Writing Pals
program. Please put this message in
an envelope along with your name and
address and the city and state where
you found my message.’’

It was signed by Amy Furr, a second
grade student at Ellendale Elemen-

Weekly Reader’s

tary School in Bartlett,

A spokesman for Ellendale school
told the Banner-Independent Tuesday
that a total of 925 helium-filled
released from the
school at 2 p.m. Monday, March 31.

balloons were

Each child in the school had a balloon
with his name in it.

Maggie and Katie found their

April 2.

balloon two days later on Wednesday

Many of the released balloons did
not travel past the city limits of
Bartlett, but as of Tuesday, April 8,

the school had heard from five of the

state.

balloons that had traveled out of the

Three of those five balloons were
found in or near Booneville.
In addition to Maggie and Katie,

Michelle Landers, Route 3, Booneville,

reported finding one to the school.
Also, Dianna and Albert Johnson of
Route 2, Fulton, reported finding one
of the balloons near Booneville.

The other two balloons were found in
Alabama -- one in Russellville and the

other in Muscadine.

program.

dress.”

At Booneville Elementary

The balloons were made available to
the school through the Weekly Reader

“It will be a pen pal situation,” the
school spokesman said. “‘Our children
will write back to the children who find
the balloons and send us their ad-

Pre-Registration Set Friday

The Booneville
Elementary School will hold
pre-registration from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Friday, April 11,
for all students who plan to
enter the first grade at the
school next year, according
to principal Johnny Sherrill.

To pre-register for the
first grade, the child must be
six years old before Sept. 1,
Sherrill said. A blue slip
from the health department
-and a certified birth cer-
tificate will also be required.

Dr. William Preston,
president of the Booneville
Municipal  Separate School
District’s Board of Trustees,

said Monday that all parents
who want their children to
attend the first grade at the
Booneville Elementary
School should register them
at this time.

However, for those who
reside outside the city limits
and want their children to
attend the first grade in
Booneville next year, the
situation is a little more
complicated.

The county school board
has only agreed to grant a
release to attend the first
grade in Booneville city
schools to those county
children who have an older

brother or sister who will be
going to school at one of the
city schools next year.
Prentiss County School
Superintendent Lex Cain re-
affirmed the county school
board’s position on that
matter Tuesday, saying that
the school boards agreed to
those terms some time back.
However, the official
Request-For-Release forms
will be available at the
Booneville Grammar School
during pre-registration
Friday, Cain said.
“If they want to fill them
out,” he said, “we will
(Continued on page 2)

Eligibility: Parents Prepare For Lawsuit

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Due to recent consessions
of the part of both the city
and the county school
boards, many of the

™ problems caused by the

recent formation and im-
minent implementation of
the Booneville Municipal
Separate School District
have been solved-at least
temporarily.

However, one major
hurdle remains for those
county residents who will
have children attending
school in the city system
next year.

"That hurdle is the question
abwout the eligibility of those
students to participate in
sports and other activities
governed by the Mississippi
Hiigh School Activities
Association Inc.

"The way the situation now

stands, only those students
who live inside the city
limits will be eligible to
participate in those ac-
tivities at the city schools
next year.

School activities governed
by the Activities Association
include most sports--
football, basketball,
baseball, track, golf, tennis,
and cross-country, with
soccer, volleyball and girls’
softball expected to be in-

cluded next year. Also under
the jurisdiction of the
Activities Association are
band, chorus, piano, debate
and speech.

Extracurricular activities
that are not under the rule of
the Activities association
include most school clubs--
such as FBLA, 4-H, Beta
Club, ete.

Students living outside the
city limits who will attend
school in the city will be able

to participate in most school
clubs, but not in most sports.
Both the city school board
and the county school board
have agreed to ask the
Activities Association to
grant a one year waiver of
the eligibility rule con-
cerning residency for those
students who plan to tran-
sfer into the city system
from the county system next
year.
However,

Dr. Woodrow

Marsh, director of the
Mississippi High School
Activities Association, told
the Banner-Independent last
week that there is little
chance of the association
granting this waiver.

“The Booneville problem
was discussed at length in
the meeting in December of
the executive committee,”

he said. “The -position that’

the executive committee
took at that time was that we

stick to the rules and abide
by the rules.”
The Prentiss
Concerned Parents’
Education Committee,
consisting of county parents
who are working to allow
their children to continue
attending Booneville schools
for the time being, has said
that if the Activities
Association does not grant
the waiver, the next step will
be a law suit asking the

County

court to injoin them to waive
the residency eligibility rule
for these students for one
year.

Plans are already being
made by the parents for
the filing of the suit in the
event the waiver request
from the two school boards
is denied by the Activities
Association.

Charles Walden, chair-
man of the Parents Com-

(Continued on page 2)






