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By State Lawmakers

Tour Set For This Weekend

Legislators will visit
Northeast Junior College
and have lunch Saturday,
March 29, as part of Nor-
..aeast Focus 80’s two-day
legislative visit to Northeast
Mississippi Friday and
Saturday, March 28-29.

The trip, sponsored by
chambers of commerce and
development organizations
in Alcorn, Monroe,
Itawamba, Lee, Prentiss
and Tishomingo Counties, is
“designed to give members of
the legislature and their
spouses a first hand look at
the progress and develop-
ment in those six counties.

Steering Committee
Chairman John C. Stanley
III of Corinth said Gov.
William Winter, House
Speaker C.B. ‘‘Buddy”’
Newman and other elected
state office holders are
joining about 60 percent of
the members of the House of
Representatives and 75
percent of the Senators.
More than 200 people total
will participate, he said.

Stanley said the visitors

willl leave Jackson on seven
chartered buses . Friday
morning for the two-day
whiirlwind visit.

Tthe scheduled itenerary
for Friday, March 28, calls
for the departure of the
lawmakers from Jackson in
chartered buses at 9:30 a.m.

They are scheduled to
arriive at Aberdeen for a bar-
b-gjue lunch at Lake Monroe

at 12:30 p.m. While there,
they will receive a short
briefing and take a drive
around the Aberdeen Lock
and Dam.

At 2 p.m. the legislators
are scheduled to depart
Aberdeen for Corinth. They
should arrive around 4:15 in
Corinth where they will be
provided overnight lodging.

A fish-chicken fry will be

In Saturday Shooting

held later in the evening at
Yellow Creek Port.

On Saturday, March 29,
the day’s events will begin
with a buffet breakfast from
79 am., during which a
short briefing on the Tenn-
Tom Waterway will be
given. At 9:30 a.m. the buses
will depart Corinth for the
TVA electrical generating

(Continued on Page 2)

One Held For Murder

A Prentiss County man
hais been charged with
murder in connection with
the fatal shooting Saturday
night, March 22, of a
Bowneville man, according
to Prentiss County
autthorities.

Bobby Ray Morrow, 33,
facces murder charges in
comnection with the shooting
de:ath of Junior Reece
Baiggett, 30, of Booneville.

The shooting is reported to

By Tax Assessor-Collector

have occurred at the house
trailer residence of Hubert
Morrow, the father of the
suspect. The trailer is
located about 4 miles nor-
theast of Jumpertown,
deputies said.

Baggett was shot at close
range in the chest with a 12
gauge shotgun, according to
Prentiss County Deputy
Douglas Hendrix.

Officers said that there
were two witnesses to the

Mail-Out System Re-Instated

Prentiss County Tax
Assessor and Collector
Danny Childers has an-
nounced that his office will
reinstate ithis month the
mail-out system for renewal
of vehicle registration tag
decals.

“The last week of March
we will begin to mail out
notices of when tag decals
expire,” Childers said.

A similar mail-out system
was discontinued late last
year, prior to Childer’s
taking office.

(Childers asked that when
county residents receive
their renewal notice they
shiould mail the card along
wiith a check or money order
in the amount shown on the
caird to the tax assessor’s
offfice. The tag decals will
theen be returned by mail on
rewceipt of payment, Childers
saiid.

“‘With the price of gas and
the fast pace of life, we feel
thiaat this system will enable
us: to conduct business in a
meore convenient manner for

By County School System

county residents,” he said.

Childers also pointed out
that April 1 is the deadline
for county residents to
renew their homestead
exemptions. Those who do
not renew their homestead
exemptions will face an
increase in their taxes for
1980, Childers said.

Residents who are totally
disabled and on Social
Security may be eligible for
additional homestead
exemption allowance this
year, Childers said.

Release Forms Distributed

Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education
-Lex Cain said Tuesday that
the county Board of
Education is sending
request-for-release  forms
home with students in the
Booneville schools. These
forms are to be filled out and
returned by the parents of

children who live outside the
city limits, but who wish to
continue attending the city
schools next year.

This is the official transfer
request form that must be
filled out before a transfer
from the county to the city
system can be granted. Cain
said that the parents will not

EASY RIDERS—Dwight and Cindy Wright take ad-
vantage of some of the warm weather we’ve had, in between
the rain showers, with a sprint down the highway on their

motorcycle.

With the coming warm weather,

local

youngsters are seen all over Booneville in this typical.scene.
For more pictures of local kids on the spring scene, turn to
page 19. (Photo by Lee Gentry.)

have to make a personal
appearance before the
county school board to have
their request for release
considered by the board

(Continued on Page 2)

shooting--Baggett's wife,
Wilma, and Morrow’s
father. However, authorities
said that the two have given
conflicting reports as to
what occurred. The incident
is still under investigation,
deputies said.

A preliminary hearing for
Morrow was held Tuesday
afternoon before second
tdistrict Justice Court Judge
IDexter Cadle.

Both Sheriff John
McCauley and Baggett's
widow . testified during
the hearing. Morrow’s
father has been called to
testify, but he did not appear
in court, Judge Cadle said.

As a result of the
preliminary hearing,
Morrow was bound over for
action by the Grand Jury.
Judge Cadle fixed bond at
$40,000 and, as of Tuesday,
night, Morrow was still in
the county jail.

Funeral services for
Baggett were conducted at 4
p.m. Monday, March 24,
from the chapel of E.E. Salts
and Son Funeral Home with
burial in the Liberty
Cemetery.

Survivors include his wife,
Mrs. Wilma Baggett of
Booneville; one daughter,
Miss Misty Baggett of
Montgomery, Ala.; his
father, Reece Russell
Baggett of Booneville; his
step-mother, Mrs. Johnnie
Baggett of Booneville; one
sister, Mrs. Judy Ann
Merideth of Montgomery,
Ala.; one brother, Ronnie
Baggett of Booneville; two
half-sisters, Mrs. Helen

(Continued on Page 2)

Personnel Applications
Taken For City Schools

Dr. William Preston,
president of the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District’s Board of Trustees,
said Monday that em-
ployment application forms
are being mailed this week
to teachers and to other
personnel now employed in
the Booneville city schools.

This includes persons
presently employed at

Booneville High School, the
Prentiss County Vocational
Technical Complex, the

‘Booneville Middle School,

Anderson Junior High
School and the Booneville
Elementary School.

Preston said that ap-
plication forms will also be
available at the city clerk’s
office in the Booneville City
Hall.

Youth Thwarts Theft,
Officers Arrest Two

One Prentiss County youth
did not like the idea of
having his stereo stolen, so
when he came home early
from school Monday and
caught burglars trying to
make off with it and other
items from his home, he took
matters into his own hands,
driving them off by throwing
bricks and rocks at them.

Prentiss County Deputy
Sheriff Joe Shackelford said
that the break-in occurred at
the Emma Morgan
residence shortly before
noon Monday. He said that
Morgan’s son, Roy Keith
Morgan, who is a student at

New Site school, came home
from school early, catching
the burglars in the act.

He threw bricks and rocks
at them causing them to
leave the loot and run away,
the deputy said.

Later that afternoon,
Danny Ham, 19, of Section
Line Road, and Jimmy
Wardlow, 19, of Glendale
Drive, were arrested and
charged with burglary in
connection with the incident.
Deputy Shackelford said
that the sheriff’s depart-
ment is looking for another
suspect believed to be in-
volved.

When It Rains, It Pours!

Eﬁ W

ROAD OR RIVER?—Supervisor H.B. Lindsey surveys
a section of fourth district road located near the Roaring
Hollow church. The stream normally flows from right to
left as viewed in this picture, but it has been diverted by
the flooding down the roadway. Just off the end of the

bridge nearest the camera position the water was between
five and six feet deep. This photo was taken Friday of last
week, but a large volume of water was reported to still be
flowing down the roadbed Monday afternoon.

Prentiss County Roads

Sustain Heavy Flood Damage

The unusually large amount of rainfall during the past
three-week period has left its toll on Prentiss County
roads, flooding low-lying lands, damaging bridges and
washing away sections of the roadbed.

Several thousand dollars worth of damage has been
sustained to the county’s secondary road system and Civil
Defense Director Bill Prather said Tuesday that the
county is in need of financial assistance to repair the
roads, either from the national or state level, due to the
financial condition of the county.

“We've had so many disasters since 1973,” Prather
said, “and then we had two winters when the roads were
so bad that they had to put so much gravel on them that
they just about depleted their funds.”

“When you have had as much road damage as we
have,” he said, “it gets you financially in a bad state.”

J.P. Davis, chairman of the Prentiss Cunty Board of
Supervisors, said that the first and fourth districts of the
county probably suffered the heavest road damage with
the fifth district also receiving quite a bit.

“I don't suppose district three and district two received
quite as much damage,” he said, ‘‘because we don’t have
quite as much low land as they have. However, we did
have some damage.”

The board of supervisors are hoping to secure state
funds to help pay for repairing the county roads.

“In order to get these funds,” Prather said, ‘it will have
to be declared an emergenc¢y by the state legislators. A
separate bill will have to be introduced for the counties
that are involved in the flood damage.”

County Engineer Don Eubank is currently preparing a
dollar and cents estimate of the damage the county road
system sustained, Davis said. We hope to have it finished
by next week.

“As soon as we get a damage estimate,” Prather said,
“the board will pass a resolution to the governor
requesting financial assistance due to this large amount
of rain that we have had in the past three weeks.”

The area has received roughly 10 inches or more rain
during the three-week period, Prather estimated. The
flooding problem has arisen from the fact that the ground
became saturated with water and the excess rainwater
had no place to go.

Prentiss County schools were dismissed part of last
week because the condition of some of the county roads
made it dangerous for school buses to travel them.

Most of the roads in the county are now passable,
Prather said, but two or three in the fourth district are
not.

Repairing the gravel roads themselves is not what puts
the financial burden on the county, the Civil Defense
director said. ““When you start loosing bridges and having
to repair others, that’s where the cost really is involved.”

Additional Photos on Page 14

Ruey Eaton Dies,

1st Jumpertown Mayor

Samuel Ruey Eaton, 69,
died Tuesday, March 18, at
the home of Bud Eaton,
following a brief illness.

Eaton was a retired
businessman and a member
of the Methodist Church. He
served the town of Jum-
pertown as its first mayor
when the Prentiss County
town was first incorporated
and later served as a town
alderman.

He was the author of one
book, entitled “In Prison
and Out,” which described
his experiences in the state
prison at Parchman and in
three federal prisons.

In August of 1931 Eaton
and his brother, Clovis, were
found guilty in the Circuit
Court of Prentiss County of
murdering U.S. marshal
Clyde Rivers.

Ruey Eaton spend time n
Parchman prison, escaped
and eluded the law officers
for several months by hiding
outin and around Prentiss

County. After his recapture,
he served time in federal
prisons in Leavenworth,
Atlanta and on Alcatraz
Island.

At Alcatraz Eaton met
such infamous criminals as
Machine Gun Kelly, and Doc
Barber. He also shared a
cell for a brief time with

(Continued on Page 2)

" RUEY EATON

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Guest Speaker Sunday at Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church

Bro. John Hearn from Saltillo will be the guest speaker
Sunday, March 30, at the Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church.
Sunday School will begin at 10 a.m., preaching at 11. The
evening services will begin at 5 p.m.

Benefit Singing at Fairview Baptist

There will be a benefit singing at Fairview Baptist
Church for Buster Dotson Saturday night, April S,
beginning at 7:15. Featured singers will be the Daniel
Family and the Seekers Quartet.

Bible Conference at Oak Hill Baptist

The first annual Bible Conference will be held March 28-
30 at the Oak Hill Baptist Church, Route 2, Booneville,
according to pastor J.C. Prather. Dr. Clyde Francisco,
educator and theologial, will be the conference speaker.
There will be two sessions on Friday, at 7 p.m. and at 8
p.m.; three sessions on Saturday, at 8:30 a.m., 7 p.m. and
8 p.m.; and two sessions on Sunday, at 10 a.m. ancl 11 a.m.

Canaan Assembly Of God To Sell Easter Goodies

The Canaan Assembly of God will be selling 9x13
decorated cakes, bunny rabbits and cup cakes for Easter
to raise money for the church’s building fund. The
decorator for the pastries was formerly with the Cake
Shoppe. Orders are now being taken at 728-3363.

(Continued on Page 2)






