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Tuition-Free Plan Approved

By KEN CHRISITIAN
Editor

In a Sunday afternoon
meeting with members of
the Prentiss County Con-
cerned Parents’ Education
Committee, the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District’s Board of Trustees
agreed to waive tuition for
those students who are
currently attending
Booneville schools but who
will not be living in the
separate school district next
year.

This means that any
student who currently at-
tends school in one of the
Booneville schools, but who
resides outside the city
limits (which are also the
boundaries of the separate
school district) will be able
to continue attending
Booneville schools next year
free of charge.

In return for the waiver of
the tuition, the parents’
committee has agreed to
spearhead a drive to collect
donations which will be
given to the separate school
district to defer revenue
which will be lost due to the
admission of the transfer

sstudents without tuition.

It was pointed out at the
meeting that any transfer
sstudent’s parents who were
fiinancially - able would be
asked to make a donation to
tthis education fund. Anyone
e2lse interested in the welfare
of the city school system,
ilncluding city residents,
iindustries, clubs and other

organizations, could also
contribute to the fund, it was
stated.

The waiver of tuition for
county students comes on
the heels of a breakdown in
negotiations between the
separate school district’s
Board of Trustees and the
Prentiss County Board of
Education which occurred

Mn Prentiss County

last week when the city
school board presented a
compromise tuition plan to
the county school board for
its consideration.

The county school board
has steadfastly refused to
release any tax money to
follow into the city system
students who live in the
county but ask for a transfer

to the city schools.

Both the parents and the
city school board members
present at the Sunday
meeting at the Allen library
expressed the belief that the
plan to charge no tuition
would solve many of the
immediate problems facing
the school system and would

(Continued on Page 2)

Farm Production Almost $18 Million

The value of- - farm
prroduction in Prentiss
Clounty in 1979 amounted to
albout $17,905,700, according

to County Agent W.H.
Hiaden.
Several factors con-

tributed to this income, he
said, the two most important
beeing higher crop yields and
hiigher cattle prices. Some
cirop yields were at or near
reecord levels in 1979, he said.

‘‘Cattle prices increased
stharply in 1979 and averaged
albout 50 percent above the
1978 level,”” Haden said.

Line Inspection

Requested By PCEPA

Prentiss County Electric
Power Association manager
J.W. Abernethy said
Monday that he has
requested that the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
immediately inspect each
structure in the tran-
smission line from Burn-
sville to Tupelo and to
replace any defective
crossarms or other equip-
ment in an attempt to
eliminate reoccurring power
interruptions to the area.

Abernethy said that a
broken ecrossarm at
Structure Number 211 on the
161,000 volt transmission
line between Burnsville and
Booneville resulted in a total
interruption of electric
service at approximately
2:10 p.m. Sunday, March 16,
to all customers served from
the Booneville and Baldwyn
substations on the Prentiss

Ciounty Electric Power
Association system and

frrom the Guntown sub-

station on the Tombigbee
Ellectric Power Association
Syystem.

Power was restored to the
Biwooneville substation in
approximately 12 minutes
amd to the Baldwyn sub-
st:ation in approximately 45
minutes, he said.

This is the fourth time in
reecent months that power
initerruptions covering large
areas have been caused by
trrouble on this TVA-Owned
transmission line from

Bwurnsville to Tupelo,
Albernethy said.
'TVA's representative

imidicated that the inspection
requested by the Prentiss
County Electric Power
Asssociation would be made,
Albernethy said.

‘“Cotton, however, has
declined in acreage, giving
agriculture a lower income
in this crop.”

“‘Soybeans are still the
leading income producer in
the county with a 1979 value
of $8.6 million,” he said.

L]

Homestead Exemption

Renewals Now Due

Prentiss County Tax Assessor and Collector Danny
Childers said Tuesday that it is time for county residents
to renew their homestead exemptions.

“April 1, 1980, is

the deadline to renew your

homestead,” Childers said. “It is your responsibility to
see that your homestead is renewed.”

Childers also pointed out that, “‘If you fail to come by
and sign for your homestead, your taxes will increase for

1980.”

Residents that are totally disabled and on Social
Security will be eligible for additional homestead ex-
cemption allowance under the provision of Chapter 302,
Regular Legislative Session, 1979, Childers said.

Arrest Report

- Two-Week Period

The Booneville Police
Department made a total of
83 arrests in the two-week
period from March 1 to
March 17, according to Chief
W.W. Stacy.

Included in these arrests
were two adults and one
juvenile charged in con-
nection with a break-in late
Saturday night, March 8, or
early Sunday morning at the
Recreation Center poolroom
on Highway 45. Chief Stacy
said that three machines in
the poolroom were damaged
and about $150 was taken.

Danny Strickland, 18, Jim

Flemming, in his late 20’s,
and a juvenile were arrested
Sunday evening in con-
nection with the poolroom
break-in, Stacy said.
Strickland and Flemming
were charged with breaking
and entering, the police
chief said, and the juvenile
was charged and turned
over to juvenile court.
Strickland and Flemming
were tried Monday af-
ternoon, March 10, before
City Judge John Ferrell. The
charges were changed to
petty larceny, Chief Stacy
said, and they were sen-

SHERRY BEATS THE HIGH GAS PRICES-—Sherry
Bridges of Booneville has found ai way to beat the high cost
of gasoline. As you can see she nas found the proper way
to do just that, but she’s having trouble meeting a time

I s - s inat

deadline for all her appointments due to the low speed of
this buggy. If you're wondering why the horse isn’t in the
photo, it’s because he refused to be photographed. (Photo
by Lee Gentry.)

““Cattle and calves con-
tributed $2,019,000 to the
income,”” he continued,
“While dairying is second

with a value of almost

$2,640,000.”

With yields higher than in
1978 and prices at nearly the
same level, soybean yields
were the highest ever
recorded in the state of
Mississippi. But Prentiss
County yields were slowed
by a very late planting
season, Haden said.

Cotton, corn, swine,
forestry and other sources
made up the rest of the total
farm production income.

“While most farmers in
the county made some
money last year,”” Haden
said, ‘“net farm income did
not increase as much as we
had hoped it would. Inflation

(Continued on Page 20)
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tenced to 11 months 29 days
and fined $250 each.

Stacy said that all but 10
days of the jail sentence was
suspended, but Strickland
and Flemming must pay
back the money that was
taken and repair the
damaged machines. Stacy
said that Judge Ferrell also
warned them that if they got
into any more trouble, they
would have to serve the
entire 11 months and 29 days
of the original sentence.

The juvenile was also

(Continued on Page 20)

WHILE THE SUN SHINE:S—Melissa Shockley (left), 14, and Donna Rinehart, 17, enjey
the sunny, warm weather Tuesday before it turns to rain again, On the days when the
weather is pretty, more and more joggers, roller skaters, skateboarders and bicyclists are
seen on area roads and in area parking lots enjoying the spring-like weather. Donna is a
junior at Booneville High Sichool and Melissa is a freshman.

Wednesday, March 26

Mobile Office Coming To Town

WASHINGTON, D.C.—
U.S. Senator Thad Cochran
(R-Miss.) is dispatching his
mobile office staff to
Booneville Wednesday,
March 26. Cochran initiated
this mobile office program
last year in an effort to
provide constituent services

Stacy Asks Residents
To Drive Carefully

problem with the federal
government, or who has a
special concern about a
matter before the Senate is
invited to stop by and talk to
my staff,” said Cochran.

to Mississippians in all 82
counties.

Cochran’s staff will be at
the Prentiss County Cour-
thouse from 2 3 p.m.

‘‘Anyone who has a

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Booneville Police Chief W.W. Stacy asked Monday that
local residents drive carefully, especially now that the
area is beginning to experience warmer days and nicer
weather. This means that more people will be out on the
streets.

Stacy said that a lady pedestrian was struck by an
automobile Saturday morning on Lake Street and a young
boy was hit by a car near the Farm Bureau building this
week. Neither was seriously injured, he said, but they
could have been,

Stacy urged that drivers “be on the lookout for people
walking and kids playing in or near the streets’’ now that

spring-like weather is beginning to arrive in the area.

Spelling Bee To Be Held
Saturday, March 29

The Prentiss County
Spelling Bee will be held at 2
p.m. Saturday, March 29, in
the courtroom of the
Prentiss County courthouse.

A total of 28 seventh and
eighth grade students from
all the schools in the county
will be eligible to participate
in the county competition.

Each of the county junior
high schools holds com-
petition among seventh and

eighth grade students and
the top four spellers in each
school participates in the
county contest. The top four
winners in the county
contest cn March 29 will then
compete in the Mid South
competition in Memphis,
Tenn., in April.

A practice session for the
28 county finalists will be
held at the courthouse
Monday afternoon, March
24, beginning at 1.

Gospel Singing At Marietta Church Of God

There will be a gospel singing at the Marietta Church of
God of Prophecy Saturday, March 22, beginning at 7 p.m.
Featured singers will be the Singing Echoes.

‘Proclaim the Word’ at First Methodist

The Rev. W.E. “Bill”’ Harrison will be the guest speaker
for the Proclaim the Word program March 23-27 at the
Booneville First United Methodist Church. Evenis
Services will begin each night at 7. The nursery will be
open.
Parker’s Chapel To Have Gospel Singing

There will be a gospel singing at Parker's Chapel

Baptist Church Saturday, March 22, beginning at 7 p.m.
Featured singers will be the Templeairs.

Gospel Singing at Marietta Calvary Baptist

There will be a gospel singing Friday night March 21,
beginning at 7 at the Calvary Baptist Church in Marietta.
All proceeds go to the church. Featured singers will be the
Glory Road Singers, the Relations, the Realtors and the
Gospel Travelers.

Singing At Burton Baptist Church

There will be a singing at the Burton Baptist Church
Saturday night, March 22, beginning at 7:30. The featured
singers will be the Laymen Quartet of Fifth Street Church
in Tuka.

Friday is ‘Coffee Day’

In honor of Mental Retardation Month, some local
restaurants will participate in a Coffee Day Friday,
March 21, with all of the prpceeds from the cups of coffee
sold going to the Prentiss County Association for Retarded
Citizens.
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