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Wheeler Eagles Fly High In State Tournament!

Wheeller Eagles Joyously Return Home

By LEE GENTRY
Sports Editor

For a Prentiss County basketball team to win a state
tournament is not an impossibility but for a local team to
completely dominate the tournament is almost
astonishing.

Well, Wheeler’s Eagles did just that last weekend
throughout the State B Basketball Tournament in
Jackson.

The fired-up bunch of boys from South Prentiss County
went to Jackson with one thing on their minds, to walk
away with the State Championship Trophy.

Well, walk away they did...climaxed with an 84-72
victory over East Kemper Saturday night in the finals, the
Eagles soared to three very impressive wins over three
respected teams in State competition and won the State B
Championship  for the first time since 1970.

Wheeler coach Sam Richey, who definitely deserves
coach of the year honors, led the mighty Eagles to a
complete domination of the State Tourney and now
prepares for the all important task of Grand Slam action
this weekend for the Overall State Basketball title.

Wheeler impressed everyone with their aggressiveness
in the state tourney. From sports writers, to announcers,
to all the who knows how many local fans made the trip
down to the Mississippi Coliseum, the Eagles proved
beyond a shadow of a doubt that they were State Cham-

pions.

Why did they play so well? Number 1, determination;
number 2, talent; number 3, combined team play; and
number 4, they were well-coached and well-prepared to
play against above average competition,

Coach Richey had stated before the Eagles played in
Jackson that he really didn’t mind being the number two
team from the North even though it meant he had to play
more games before he reached the finals.

He said sometimes a team is given the edge when they
win their first game before they reach the semi-finals.

“This tends to give a team confidence,” he said. “And
sometimes it’s better to be in this situationThan getting
that bye to the semi-finals and having to play a team
that’s already won a game.”

Well, Wheeler didn't really use this strategy. The
Eagles went to play and play they did.

The local troop opened tourney competition with an
easy win over Puckett in opening round action as
expected.

Then one would have thought they would have a fight on
their hands with their second opponent West Lincoln who
were classed as the number one team from the South.

Well, the Eagles, led by Bubba Miller with 27 points,
Kennedy Gamble with 24 and Terry Ballard with 18, ran
the Southern Gentlemen completely out of the Coliseum
witha very impressive81-56 bombing to send them into the
finals against East Kemper who had earlier knocked off
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Between School Boards

Negotiations Break Down

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The negotiations between
the Booneville Municipal
Separate School District’s
Board of Trustees and the
Prentiss County School
District’s Board of Trustees
concerning the solution of
the problems surrounding
the new school district
suffered a severe setback
Monday night at a meeting
in ‘which the city board
submitted a proposal to the
county board concerning
student tuition.

It was reported that one
member of the county school
board refused to discuss the
proposal and walked out of
the meeting. The meeting,
veing held in the courthouse,
then deteriorated further.

The proposal presented by
the city school board was

simillar to a suggestion made
by members of the Con-
cernied Parents Education

. Comimittee last week in a

jointt meeting with the
paremts and the two school
boaruds.

Thie basie proposal asked
that the tuition be shared
amomg the parents of the
childiren being transfered,
the county school system,
and tthe city school system.

In presenting their
propewosal to the county board
the city school board based
their figures on the
assumnption that the city will
grant the separate school
district the maximum 25
mills of taxation allowed by
law for the school system,
and the assessed valuation
of the city at $11 million.

Working with these
figures and the estimation
that there will be 1,000
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Weekend Revival to be Held at Smith Chapel
There will be a weekend revival at Smith Chapel

Freewill Baptist Church beginning Friday, March 14, and
going through Sunday night, March 16. Services will begin
each evening at 7. The evangelist will be the Rev. J.B.
Sutherland from Haleyville, Ala.

Pisgah MYF to Present Program

The Pisgah United Methodist MYF will present a
special program at 6 p.m. Sundiay March 16. Special
guests will be Miss Melba Westmoreland and Tommy
Nelson. The public is invited.

Singing at Calvary Baptist Churcin

There will be a singing at Calvary Baptist Church in
Marietta Sunday, March 16, at 1:310 p.m. The Crossman
Quartet will be featured. Everyone is invited.

Scottish Rites Meeting Thursday
A Prentiss County Scottish Rites; meeting will be held

Thursday, March 13, at Campus Country at 7 p.m. All
members are invited.

ARC to Meet Tuesday Night

- The Association for Retarded Citizens will hold its
regular monthly meeting Tuesday night, March 18, at the
Timber Hills Mental Health Center on the Highway 30
Bypass. All interested persons are invited fo attend.

OHM to Meet Monday Night

The Prentiss County Chapter of the Organization for
Handicapped Mississippians will hold its activities
meeting Monday night, March 17, at 7 at the Westside
Community Center. Activities include cards, bingo,
checkers, puzzles.and other games. All interested persons
are invited to attend.

students eligible to attend
the schools next year
without a transfer, the city
board arrived at the figure
of $294 to be available per
child from local tax money.
For discussion purposes,
they rounded this figure off
to $300.

In the proposal submitted
by the city school board,
they stated they felt the
separate school district
must have tuition in this
amount from those at-
tending city schools that live
outside the district boun-
daries.

However, in order to keep
tuition costs to a minimum,
the city school board said
that they would be willing to
make a cut in those costs if
the county system and the
parents of those students

requesting a transfer would
share the remaining ex-

pense.
The city board submitted
the following tuition

schedule: for families with
one child, there would be a
total tuition cost of $200 (this
reduces the amount stated
above by $100); for families
with two children, the total
tuition cost would be $300;
and for families with three
or more children, the total
tuition cost would be $400.
“This is the’'amount we
must have,” the proposal
stated. ‘“The amount may be
split or shared between the
county and the parents in
any way they might
negotiate.”
Further, the proposal
suggested that a “fair ap-
(Continued on Page 3)

Evangelist To Speak

At ‘Sample’

Dr. E.J. Daniels, in-
ternationally known
evangelist from Orlando,
Fla.,, will be the featured
speaker at a special
evangelistic service to be

held at the First Baptist
Church, Booneville,
Thursday, March 20, 7:30
pm. The rally will be a
“sample” of what is to come
in the Area-Wide Crusade
for Christ to be conducted
April 20-27 at Bonner Arnold

Coliseum on the Northeast

Junior College Campus.
According to the Rev.

DR. E.J. DANIELS

Rally

Milton Koon, pastor of the
Gaston Baptist Church and
general chairman of the
Crusade, “The goal. for the
special Thursday rally will
be to have at least 600 people
from Booneville and
surrounding communities,
to fill and overflow the
auditorium.”

‘“This crusade is for
people from all churches as
well as for these who do not
attend any church,”
declared the Rev. Koon.

Many churches of most
denominations are expected
to join hands in the effort as
the time for the opening
crusade service draws
nearer, according to Rev.
Koon.

The April Crusade will
feature Daniels’ team
members, including John
Bos, native of Holland,
organist; and Mike Smith,
from Florence, Miss., music
director and vocalist. Other
special guests, including
“Eb” of ““Green Acres” will
be present during the
crusade.

Assisting the Rev. Koon in
the crusade organizaton are
many local pastors and
leaders serving as com-

(Continued on Page 3)

SPRING BOUQUET—Spring doesn’t officially arrive
until March 20, but someone forgot to tell the jonquils
popping up all around town. The ‘*bouquet’ pictured above
is really just one flower. It was photographed with a special
six-faced prism attached to the front of the camera lens
which resulted in the extra images. (Photo by Ken
Christian.)

Precinct Caucuses

To Be Held Saturday

Precinct caucuses for the
IDemocratic Party of the
sitate of Mississippi will be
'meld this Saturday, March
1I5, beginning at 10 a.m. all
across the state.

Glen Goodwin, chairman
of the Democratic Executive
Committee for Prentiss

County, said that all
registered voters in the
county who consider

themselves Democrats are
eligible to participate in the
liocal caucuses. The precinct
caucuses for Prentiss
County will be held at the
regular polling place for
each precinct, he said.

Goodwin said that, as the
precinct caucuses, a tem-
porary chairman,
previously designated by the
county chairman, will arrive
at the polling place prior to
the caucus to prepare for the
meeting. This temporary
chairman is to call the
rmeeting to order promptly
at 10 am. A permanent
chairman will then be
elected by those present, he
said.

After the procedure to be
followed during the meeting

has been explained to those
present in each of the
precinets, the chairman will
instruct the participants to
break into groups according
to their preference among
the presidential candidates
(Carter, Kennedy, Brown,
Finch). There will also be a

group for those un-
committed.
If one preference (or

group) has 85 percent or
more of the total vote, or if
the leading preference is 50
or more percentage points
ahead of the second place
preference, then the f{ront
runner shall be awarded all
the delegates-alternates
from that precinct.

If, on the other hand, it
becomes necessary to divide
delegate votes because
several preferences are
entitled to representation,
the chairperson is
authorized to split the
precinct’s delegate votes
among four, rather than the
normal two, delegates.

An equal number of
delegates and alternates
should then be elected by

(Continued on Page 2)

Area May Get Rural Transit System

Prentiss County is in-
cluded in the six-county area
of the Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
District which may possibly
be the first rural area in the
nation to set up its own
public  transportation
system with funds from the
U.S. Department of Tran-
sportation.

The Planning and
Development District is
currently performing
transportation surveys
throughout the counties of
Alcorn, Benton, Marshall,
Prentiss, Tippah and
Tishomingo to ascertain the
needs for public tran-
sportation within these rural
areas of Northeast
Mississippi.

Dr. Larry Skelton,
planning director of the
Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
District, said the District
applied for a planning grant
from the Department of
Transportation about six
months ago. The purpose of

the grant, he said, was “to
ascertain if we can develop a
mass transit system in the
rural areas of the United
States.”

“As far as I know,” he
said, ““we are the first ones
(in the nation). I know we
are the first in the state.”

Skelton said that

President Carter announced
such a plan himself about
three months ago, but “we’d
already applied six months
ago.”

“We just came up with the
idea ourselves,” he said. “It
is quite possible we may be
among the first in the nation,
and definitely the only one in
the state of Mississippi.”

Skelton said that the
current feasibility study for
the rural mass transit
system, is not costing the
Planning and Development
District ‘“a penny.” The
study was funded 80 percent
by the U.S. Department of
Transportation, he said, and
the other 20 percent was

funded by the Tombigbee
River Water Management
District, under Larry
Dillard.

Skelton said that the
feasibility study is far

enough along that ‘“‘we're
pretty certain now that there
is a need for rural transit of
some sort here.”
If the mass transit plan
(Continued on Page 3)

Gray’s Store To Accept

Phone Bill Payments

South Central Bell an-
mounced this week that
Gray’'s Department Store,
2,06 Market Street,
Booneville, will be accepting
payments for telephone bills
firom local Bell customers.

Bob  Bartley, local
manager for South Central
Bell, said that “Gray’s is a
wrell-established business in
Booneville, and we are very
pleased that this establish-
ment has agreed to handle
payments for our Booneville
customers.”’

‘‘“Gray’s Department
Store is located in the heart

of downtown Booneville, and
we feel that this location
willl be convenient to the
majority of our customers,”
he said.

Gray’s began accepting
telephone payments on
Monday, March 10, and on
Sunday, March 9, the night
depository located at 202
Hotel Street was closed to
further payments. Bartley
asked that all local
payments be made at Gray’s
Department Store.

Gray's hours are from
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.






