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Flaming Inferno

Bobby Strange's House On Fourith Street Blazes Out Of Control

Fires Destroy Three Homes
In Three-Day Period

In a period of less than 24 hours last week two houses
were totally destroyed by fire, burning to the ground.

The first occurred shortly before 11 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 28, when passing motorists noticed smoke and
flames coming from a vacant two story frame house on
Fourth Street, about one block from the high school, and
reported it to the Booneville Fire Department.

By the time firemen arrived, the fire had already,
broken through the roof and there was little for them to do
but to try to prevent the fire from spreading to neigh-
boring houses.

It was reported that flames
seen from miles around.

Bobby Strange, owner of the Rees Motor Court and
Restaurant, was the owner of the house.

Although the house was vacant at the time of the fire, it
was reported that Strange and his family still had some
items stored in the house, where they had lived prior to his
taking over operation of the restaurant and motor court.

from the house could be

and attempted to keep it put out until the threat of falling
power lines made him climb back down.

The roof of the adjoining building received only minor
damages, it was reported.

Mrs. Winston and others were in the house at the time of
the fire, but all escaped without injury. It was reported
that they were only able to save a few clothes from the
fire.

Firemen said that high winds Thursday and Friday
contributed to the speed with which the two fires burned.
The cause for neither of the two fires has been deter-
mined.

Another house burned down earlier last week, firemen
reported. A brick veneer house on Franks Street, owned
by Terry Downs, burned about 2:30 a.m. Feb. 27, they
said.

The cause of this fire is also not known.

The fire department was also called to a dustbin fire at
Schweiger Industries Friday, Feb. 29, shortly after 2 p.m.

The second house burned about 6:30 Friday, the next

night.

Owned by Mrs. Fannie Winston, the small frame house
on Jacinto Road was totally engulfed ir. flames in a matter
of minutes. Again, by the time the firemen arrived, there
was nothing they could do except Lo try to prevent the
spread of the fire to surrounding buildings.

Whenthe fire spread to the roof of an ajoining building, a
young man from the neighborhood climbed onto the roof

With Local Officials

The fire, which was confined to a dustbin in the factory,
did little damage, just scorching the paint on the bin, Fire

Chief Frank Fleming said.

A barn owned by Vandy and Junior Hendrix, Route 3,
Rienzi, burned Wednesday, Feb. 27, whena grass fire got

out of hand, it was reported.

The Thrasher Volunteer Fire Department assisted the
Booneville Fire Department in extinguishing the grass

fire.

Legislators’ Tour Discussed

Prentiss County
Development  Association
Executive Director Doug
Manseil and other members
of the Northeast Focus 80
steering committee met
with Booneville and Prentiss
County officials Friday to
discuss the upcoming tour of
Northeast Mississippi by
state legislators.

The purpose of the
meeting was to inform the
local officials of the detailsi
of the planned tour and to
discuss financing of the
project.

John C. Stanley III,
chairman of the Northeast
Focus 80 steering com-
mittee, told the gathered
officials that the steering

committee, which consists
of members from each of the
11 counties involved. has
agreed that it would be best
to do the financing on a
population basis.

Stanley said that the total
cost will depend on how
many of the legislators
tinally decide to attend the
tour.

Stanley said that although
the project of setting up the
tour for the legislators was
conceived in Alcorn County,
“the effort would not be as
far along if it were net for
people like Doug Mansell on
the steering committee.

In explaining the im-
portance of the tour, Stanley

(Continued on Page 3)

Parents Meet With School Boards

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Five members of the
Prentiss County Concerned
Parents Education Com-
mittee met in a joint session
with the Prentiss County
School Board and the
Booneville = Municipal
Separate School Board
Tuesday night in the board
room of the City Hall to
discuss questions raised by
the parents.

Specifically, the parents
asked the county board if
they would release any
student who requested a
release.

In response, the county
board said that would limit it
to only those who were
enrolled in one of the four
Booneville schools last year.
The county board said that a
younger member of a
family, who was just star-
ting out in the first grade
next year, could also get a
release if the rest of the
family attends Booneville
schools.

Also, if a child is an eighth
grader at one of the 138
grade attendance centers,
such as Hill's Chapel or
Marietta, and the child has a
brother or sister attending
Booneville schools, then that
eighth grader will be
granted a release to attend
Booneville High School next
year, if requested.

The county school board
said that all transfer
requests would be handled
on an individual basis,
rather than as a group
release. They said that they
would consider the releases
from application forms and
a personal appearance
before the board would not
be necessary in most cases.

The second question asked
by the parents concerned the
transportion, of county
students who request a
release into the city school
system. The county board

said that they will provide
transportation.

The parents also asked the
two boards if they would be
willing to jointly request the
Mississippi High School
Activities Association to
give a one year waiver of
their eligiblity rules. If this
waiver is not granted, those
students who transfer from
the county system to the city
system, or vice versa, will
not be eligible to participate

in extracurricular activities
such as band and sports.

The county board said that
they are in the process of
drafting a resolution to the
Activities Association and
that they will adopt that
resolution very shortly. The
city school board indicated
that they will also pass a
resolution supporting that
request by the county school
board.

The requests will be

jointly submitted to the
Activities Association by the
two school boards, they said.

The parents then asked
the school boards if they
would permit the continual
release of the students, one
year at a time, until such
time as the county has the
same course offerings and
same extracurricular

" choices that are available in

Booneville schools.
(Continued on Page 2)

Tupelo Group Dominates

Conference On Families

Over 450 persons-about
350 of which were from
Tupelo--attended the local
area forum of the 1980 White
House Conference on
Families held Thursday
night, Feb. 28, at Northeast
Junior College.

Those present elected 20
delegates to attend the state
conference, which will select
delegates to attend the
national conference on
families to be held later this

Last Week

year in Minneapolis, Minn.
They also selected a list of
issues to be presented to the
state conference.

The group from Tupelo
attending the local meetimg
were organized as a com-
cerned citizens group cro-
ssing denominational
boundaries, but they were
decidedly religion oriented
in their presentation.

A spokesman for the group
said that they were makimg

the presentation at the
meeting because they feared
the conference would usurp
the strength of the family
structure.

J.P. (Jake) Mills, a
gasoline distributor from
Tupelo, presented a list of
five issues to the general
assembly. All were
ultimately approved.

More than 50 other issues
prepared for the meeting

(Continued on Page 2)

Booneyville Police Arrest 31

Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy said Monday
that the Booneville Police
Department made a total of
31 arrests during the week
Feb. 23-29.

Included in those arrests
were three local youths
arrested for Alcorn County
in connection with a break-in
at the Rienzi pool room.
Stacy said that several
candy, drink and other
machines were broken into
Monday night in the pool
room.

Sam Spencer, 18, and two
minor teenagers were

Shirley Appointed

To Soybean Board |

JACKSON—Governor
William Winter announced
last week the appointment of
Jim Shirley of Marietta as a
member of the Mississippi
Soybean Promotion Board.

Shirley, one of 12 people
appointed to the board by
the governor, will serve a
three-year term.

In announcing the ap-

pointment, Winter said,
“Mr. Shirley will be a
valuable asset to the
Soybean Promotion Board in
its efforts to oversee proper
soybean marketing
procedures and to improve
the marketing techniques of
one of Mississippi's top
agricultural commoditi-
es.)?

NE Building Named

For Former Supervisor

One of the buildings in the
Vocational Complex at
Northeast Junior College
has been named in honor of a
former Prentiss County
supervisor, it was an-
nounced this week.

Harold T. White, president
of the college, said that
building number five in the
Vocational Complex has
been named. in honor of the
late B.T. (Tice) Moore.

The decision to name the
building was made by the
college’s Board of Trustees
in their monthly meeting.

Moore, who served as
supervisor for the second
district in Prentiss County
for 20 years, was recognized
as a leader in both com-
munity and educational
affairs.

“This dedicdtion is only
fitting because of the strong
interest Mr. Moore had in
the initiation and growth of
Northeast, President
White said.

The building which will
bear Moore's name was
completed in 1968 and
currently houses the

programs of auto body
repair, auto mechanics and
diesel mechanics.

One of five in the original
complex, the building has
over 17,700 square feet of
floor space.

e

B.T. MOORE

arrested in connection with
the break-in, Stacy said.
Stacy also said the police
department arrested a
subject in connection withi a
break-in at S&J Stewel
Builders on Smith Street «on
Feb. 28. :
Stacy said the company’s
base radio was taken and tthe
radio in one of the tructks

was damaged.
Kirk Gamble, 30, of
Booneville has bewen

arrested in connection wiith
that break-in, Stacy said
Monday, and is still in jail
awaiting a preliminary
hearing before Judige
William Anderson.

Everything that was takien
was recovered, the poliice
chief said.

Another break-in occurrred
sometime Saturday night: or
Sunday morning at the mew
Hill's Drug Store, localted
next to Mr. Quick on the e:ast

side of town. Stacy said that
the burglars gained entry
through the roof of the
building.

Herbert Hill, owner of the
drug store, said that bet-
ween $500 and $600 worth of
drugs were taken,

Chief Stacy said that no
arrests have been made in
the theft, but the incident is
still under investigation.

Charges placed by the
police department during
the week of Feb. 23-29 in-
clude no tags, 2; no in-
spection sticker, 23
speeding, 12; running stop
sign, 1; expired tag, 2; no
driver’s license, 5; public
drunkeness, 2; possession of
beer, 2; search warrants, 1;
no helmet (motorcycle), 1;
improper equipment, 1;
warrants from Alcorn
County, 3; breaking and
entering, 1; and aggravated
assault, 1.

What'’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

. Grace Liberty to Have Bake Sale

The Grace Liberty Wnited Methodist Church Youth

Choir will have a bake sale this Saturday at the church
and also in front of the Peoples Bank starting at 10 a.m.

Mt. Pleasant to Host Siinging

There will be a gospe:l singing at Mt. Pleasant Baptist
Church Saturday night:, March 8, beginning at 8. The
singers will be the Happy Sounds of Moulton, Ala.

Benefit Singing for Jarmie Robinson to be Held

There will be a benefiit singing March 8 at 7 p.m. at the
Burton Baptist Church flor Jamie Robinson, the one-month
old son of Jimmy and Jeannie Robinson. Featured singers
will be the Singing Echoes and the Servants Quartet.
Jamie has had surgery three times and has more to un-
dergo. He is in the Jackson University Hospital in
Jackson, Miss.

Youth-Led Revival at IEast Booneville Baptist

The East Booneville IBaptist Church will have a youth-
led revival March 9-12.. Services on Sunday are at 10:45
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Momday through Wednesday services
will begin at 7 p.m. Ronald Meeks of Corinth will be
preaching. All ages arre welcome.

Gospel Singing at Siloam Methodist

There will be a gospel singing at Siloam United
Methodist Church Sundiay March 9, beginning at 1:30 p.m.
The Servants Quartet will be the featured singers, along
with the Singing Echoes from Marietta. Lunch will be
served at noon.

Easter Parade Talent Contest Set

- An Easter Parade off Talent Contest, sponsored by the
Expressions, will be heild on the Northeast Junior College
campus Saturday, March 29, beginning at 1 p.m. Age
groups are 2-5, 6-9, 10+-14 and 15-20. A Mid-South talent
scout is scheduled to e present. For more information,
call 728-6547.






