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Petitions Presented By Parents,

Discussions To Continue

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Members of the Prentiss
County Concerned Parents
Education Committee met
separately with the Prentiss
County School Board and the.
Booneville Municipal
Separate School Board last
week to formally present the
petitions from county
parents, and to present a list
of six requests to both school
boards.

-Even though the county
school board has said that
they will grant a two-year
release to students who are
currently attending city
schools, but live outside the
city limits, Charles Walden,
chairman of the parents’
committee, said that the

committee decided it was in
thie best interests of the
parents to present the
peetitions requesting the
releases to the school
bmards, due to the con-
fliicting reports on what had
bezen decided in meetings
bestween the two boards.

In the Wednesday af-
teernoon meeting with the
county school board and
aggain in the Sunday meeting
writh the city school board,
tme parents’ committee
presented a list of six
reequests to the two boards.

Some of the requests had
allready been agreed to by
thhe two boards, but Walden
said that he felt it was im-
peortant that the parents go
on record as formally
requesting those decisions.

The first request on the list
presented to the county
school board asked that
“the children whose parent
or guardian has signed the
accompaning requests for
transfers, and any other
children not on the enclosed
forms (petitions), but
desiring a transfer, be
released by the Prentiss
County School Board for the
1980-81 school year.”

The county has already
agreed to release county
students who currently
attend city schools for a two-
year period, whether or not
their names appear on the
petitions.

Request number two
asked that the county
system transport each child
released to the city system,

‘“‘as we understand was
agreed upon during the
recent joint sessions.”

Request number three
was that ADA (average
daily attendance) funds
from the state follow the
released child. It was
pointed out that this is
mandatory by state law, and
beyond the control of either
the city or the county school
boards.

The fourth request on the
list asked that “local tax
money normally spent by
the County System for each
pupil, in addition to state
money, follow the released
child for the 1980-81 school
year to reduce or eliminate
potential tuition payments
on behalf of released

(Continued on Page 3)

Hospital Hires New Administrator,

Ralph Smith Retires After 12 Years

JOHN TOMPKINS

The Northeast Mississippi
Hospital in Booneville will
have a new administrator
effective March 3, according
t.o D.H. Prichard, chairman
of the hospital’s Board of
Trustees.

Prichard said that the
thospital has hired John Q.
Tompkins of Memphis as
administrator to replace
IRalph R. Smith, who is
metiring after serving in that
position for almost 12 years.

Tompkins is a native of
Wortis, Ark., and graduated
ffrom high school in Searcy,
Ark. He is married and has
ftwo children, a boy and a

|girl.

City School System

The Booneville Municipal
Separate School District has
hired a well-respected and
experienced educator to
serve as an administrative
consultant in preparing the
new city school district for
the coming school year,Dr.
William Preston, president

districts Board of Trustees,
said Tuesday.

Lester Miley, who retired
Oct. 1, 1978, as superin-
tendent of the Aberdeen
Municipal Separate School
District, will be doing the
“‘nuts-and-bolts work of
getting our school system

of the separate school

together while we are in the

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Gospel Meeting To Be Held At Pleasant Valley

A gospel meeting will be helld March 7-9 at the Pleasant
Valley Church of Christ with Steve Pope, speaker, and
Y.L. Thornton, song leader. Services begin at 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday and at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Lunch will
be served at noon Sunday and preaching will be held again
at 3 p.m.

Bible Institute to Begin Classes

The LBC Bible Institute will begin classes Monday,
March 3, at 7 p.m. at the Martin Hill Freewill Baptist
Church.

Prentiss County Science Fair Set for March 4-5

The Prentiss County Science Fair will be held March 4-
5. The exhibits will be on display in the old cafeteria
building on the Northeast Junior College campus. The
exhibits will be-available for public viewing Tuesday,
March 4, between 6 and 8 p.m.

Gospel Singing at the Independent Church of God
There will be a gospel singing at the Independent
Church of God Saturday night, March 1, beginning at 7.
The Servants Quartet will be the featured singers.
Everyone is invited. )

Cake Sale, Yard Sale and Car Wash

The Calvary Baptist Church of Marietta will hold a cake
sale and a yard sale in the Wal-Mart parking lot and a car
wash at the Chevron service station across from the Town
Motel on Saturday March 1. In case of rain, all three will
be cancelled.

(Continued on Page 2)

Having spent the past 13
years with the City of
Memphis Hospital in
Memphis, Tenn. , Tompkins
has had a great deal of
experience in hospital ad-
ministration. He began his
administrative career
immediately upon finishing
his tour of duty with theU.S.
Army.

Prior to accepting the
position of hospital ad-
ministrator with the
Booneville facility, he was
assistant administrator with
the city of Memphis
Hospital.

The 36-year-old Tompkins
is presently working toward

a Master’'s Degree in
Hospital Administration at
the University of Alabama,
as well as taking courses in
Health Care at Memphis
State University. He will
assume full administrative
authority of the local
hospital on March 3,
Prichard said.

Tompkins’ family will
remain in Memphis until the
end of the present school
term Prichard said, so that
his children can finish the
school year there. His wife
and two children are
planning to join him in
Booneville in May..

(Continued on Page 2)

Hires Educator

As Administrative Assistant

process of hiring a school
superintendent,”  Preston
said.

Miley has had several
years experience in the field
of school administration. He
received his B.S. degree
from Oklahoma State
University, and his Master’s
degree from Mississippi
State in School
Administration.

He also did advance work
at Mississippi State and
spent one summer at the
Superintendent’s Work
Conference at Columbia
University in New York.

His teaching experience
started in 1940 at Seminary,
Miss. He served there for
two years as a math and
science teacher and coach.

He then moved to Amory,
where he remained for five
years as a math and science

teacher, coach and assistant
high school principal.

Miley then took an eight-
year hiatus from the
teaching profession, during
which time he operated a
retail dry goods business in
Amory.

Getting back into the
teaching profession, he
spent the past 23 years in
Aberdeen.

He moved to Aberdeen as
the high school principal and
for the last 19 years he
served as superintendent of
the Aberdeen Municipal
Separate School District,
one of three different school
districts in Monroe County.

Miley retired on Oct. 1,
1978, at which time John
Mack Curlee Sr., formerly of
Booneville, took over the
position he vacated.

(Continued on Page 2)

Progress Edition
Today

In today’s Banner-Independent readers will find our
annual progress report on Prentiss County, this year
entitled “Into the 80’s, A New Decade.”

This 46-page special edition gives a review of the past
and a look at what the future holds for Prentiss County. It
contains articles on industry, business, agriculture,
health care, education, sports, government, recreation

and religion.

Coupled with the 24 pages in the regular section of the
paper this week, the special section gives a total of 70
pages, the largest newspaper ever published by the

Banner-Independent.

The Banner-Independent staff would like to express
their appreciation to all those who contributed to the
suecess of this special report on Prentiss County.

North Half Champs

Thrasher’s James Sweeney

Wheeler’s Terry Ballard

Thrasher, Wheeler...

- Jackson Bound

By LEE GENTRY
Sports Editor

In one of the most thrilling climatic games that the
North Half Tournament fans have ever seen, Thrasher’s
Rebels edged cross county rivals Wheeler’s Eagles 71-70
in overtime Saturday night to claim first place honors
in the finals of the North Half B Tournament held at the
Baldwyn Gym.

Both the Rebels and Eagles will advance to the State
Tournament in Jackson beginning next week ranked as
the North’s number one and two teams respectively.

Wheeler starts their opening round action next Wed-
nesday evening at 7 p.m. against Puckett while the Rebels
will play the winner of the East Kemper-Bogue Chitto
contest (held Wednesday March 5) Thursday afternoon at
2 p.m.

Saturday’s meeting between the two county schools
marked the seventh time the two have met this season.
With the victory, the Rebels claimed their sixth win of that
series and gained revenge from last week’s loss to the
Eagles in the finals of the District event.

Fans were, to quote an old cliche, hanging from the
rafters in Saturday’s final game and to say the game was
exciting would be the biggest understatement of the year.

Wheeler led throughout the contest in regulation play
taking an early lead in the opening half while the Rebels
used the second half to their advantage to close the gap
in the final two frames.

The Eagles took a six point lead after the first two
quarters, 37-31 but the Rebels caught fire in the fourth
quarter of the contest to overtake the men from Eagle
Country.

(Continued on page 13)

Six Booneville Youth Arrested
In Connection With Counterfeit Bills

Six arrests were made
Monday in Booneville and
Selmer, Tenn., in con-
nection with the passing of
counterfeit one hundred
dollar bills. All six of those
arrested are from
Booneville.

Police Chief W.W. Stacy
said David Hamm, 24, of
Booneville is being held on
charges of receiving money
under false pretenses. He
was picked up at his home
Monday night by Booneville
police officers after the
Peoples Bank in Booneville
noticed the bogus bills in the
day’s deposits and notified
authorities.

Four of the bills have been
passed to Booneville mer-
chants since Saturday. Chief
Stacy said the bills were
passed at Houston’s Amoco
Service, Mr. Quick on High-
way 45, Foodway Super
Market and Storey Self
Service station.

Three eighteen-year-olds,
Jackie Eaton, Danny Hamm
and Misty Miller, along with
two juveiiles, were arrested
Monday in Selmer, Tenn. The
five were stopped by
McNairy County Deputy

Sheriff Oneal Moffett at the
North Y in Selmer after an
Exxon service station at-
tendent refused to accept
one of the bills and notified
the sheriff’s office.

Eaton and Hamm were
turned over to U.S. Secret
Service agents in Memphiis
and Miller was released on
her own recognizance. The

two juveniles were turned
over to juvenile authorities.
McNairy County officers
said they confiscated a total
of $2,600 in counterfeit bills.
They said $1,500 was found
in the car they were driving,
$1,000 on two of the girls, and
$100 on one of the boys.
McNairy County Sheriff
James Gray said federal

officers are now tracking
down the source of the
counterfeit money. The
sheriff said the serial
numbers were in no par-
ticular order.

Chief Stacy said all
businesses in Booneville,
particularly on Highway 45
should be on the alert for any
of the money turning up.

Democratic Caucuses Scheduled

For March 15 In Prentiss County

Prentiss County and
Mississippi are making
preparations to select
delegates to the National
Democratic Convention.

Glen Goodwin, chairman
of the Democratic Executive
Committee for Prentiss
County, said Tuesday that
precinct caucuses for
Prentiss County will be held
Saturday morning, March
15, at the County’s regular
polling places.

Goodwin said that the
Prentiss County Democraitic
Executive Committee will

meet Saturday meorning,
March 1, at 8:30 in the
Circuit Clerk’s office in the
Prentiss County Courthouse
to work out details.

Those who attend the
precinct caucuses on March
15 will not cast their ballots
in the same manner that
they do in city, county or
state elections, but will meet
as a group to select
delegates from each of the
county’s five districts
(precincts) to attend the
county’s Democratic
Convention.

At the county convention,
delegates will be selected to
attend the state Democratic
Convention.

Any registered voter in
Prentiss County is eligible to
participate in the precinct
caucuses, Goodwin said.

Any voter who wants to
help select a delegate tothe
county convention, he said,
should attend the precinct
caucus on March 15 at the
place where he or she
normally votes in city and
county elections.






