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Kerr.yr Clevelanmd (left) and Tommy Keenum

BHS Students Named
To 1980 Lions Band

Two members of the Boomeville High School Marching Blue Devil Band have
been named to the 1980 Mitssissippi Lions All-State Band, according to Tom

Lions All-State Band

Fraschillo director-managexr of the band.

Fraschillo and the Councill of Govenors of the Lions of Mississippi, who jointly
made the announcement, said that the band will compete next July in the

International Convention to) be held in Chicago.

Tommy Keenum, son of Mir. and Mrs. Thomas Keenum of Booneville, has been
named drum major for the 11980 Lions Band, as well as being named to the band

for his ability on the alto s;saxophone.

named honorable mention iin the tryouts for french horn.

The 127 member Lions Bland, along with alternates and honorable mention
students, was selected durimg try-outs held in January at Brandon, Miss. Over
650 students auditioned, rejpresenting 100 communities and schools.

The students who auditiomed were judged by band directors selected from over

Kerry Cleveland, son of IDr. and Mrs. Webster Cleveland of Booneville, was I

the state.

A week of intensive trainimg will begin on June 22 when band members and staff
are scheduled to meet at Dselta State University in Cleveland. A special public
concert will be presented on Sunday, June 29, at Walter Sillers Auditorium at

Delta State.

On Monday, June 30, the tband will leave for Chicago where they will compete
in the International Parade .on Wednesday and will also be presented in a special
“Lobby Show” - a tribute to Lionism.

This will make the 30th ye:ar for the Mississippi Lions All-State Band to appear
in competition. During thatt time, they have been selected first place winners in
the competition ten times, six times in the past nine years.

in Nation

State Has Highest Gas Prices

3 Mississippi’s average
'}rice for a gallon of full-
# service premium gasoline,
4$1.273, was the highest
eported in the nation, ac-
cording to the American

Automobile  Association’s
February Fuel Gauge
Survey:

* The prices of other grades
of fuel in the state were
among the highest nation-
" wide .
. For the second straight
‘month, gasoline prices in the
-state have risen
dramatically, as reflected
by an average increase of 7.3
‘cents per gallon in just four
‘weeks. Motorists in
Mississippi are paying
approximately 48 cents a
gallon more this year than
Jast year at this time.

. The average cost of a
gallon of - gasoline in
“Mississippi is $1.245. The
‘biggest increase was 8.3
-cents in self service
sunleaded and premium
sunleaded.

Availability statistics
gathered by AAA indicate
that fuel supplies will be
good throughout February,
with only a few areas
shiowing high percentages of
station closings at nights
amd on weekends.

Stations contacted in
Miississippi by the American
Automobile Association
report that 10 percent will be
open 24 hours; 72 percent
wiill be closed by 8 p.m. on
weekdays; 65 percent will
be closed by 6 p.m. on
Siaturdays, and 71 per cent
wiill not open on Sundays.

Only one percent of the
stations were limiting sales
of gasoline and seven per-
cent reported being out of at
least one grade of gas.

A comparison of prices in
Mississippi by the AAA
slhows that the average price
of Regular gas at full-
siervice stations increased
7.2 percent from $1.139 per
gallon in January to $1.211 in
February; Premium in-

creased 8.1 percent (Jan.
$1.192; Feb. $1.273); No
Lead increased 7.4 percent
(Jan., $1.172; Feb. $1.246);
and Premium No Lead in-
creased 5.0 percent (Jan.,
$1.24; Feb., $1.29).

At selfservice stations,
the average increase in the
price of Regular gas was 7.4
percent (Jan. $1.107; Feb.
$1.181) ; Premium increased
7.1 percent (Jan. $1.177;
Feb. $1.248); No Lead in-
creased 8.2 percent (Jan.
$1.147; Feb., $1.23);
Premium No Lead  in-
creased 8.3 percent (Jan.,
$1.20; Feb., $1.283).

The overall average price
of gas increased 6.0 percent
at full-service stations from
an average price of $1.186
per gallon in January to
$1.255 in February.

The overall average price
of gas at self-service
stations increased 7.7
percent from the January
price of $1.158 per gallon to
$1.235 per gallon in
February.

County Agrees To Two-Year Release,

But Not All School Problems Solved

By KENNETH CHRISTIAN
Editor

Members of the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District’s Board of Trustees
and members of the Prentiss
County School District’s
Board of Education met
twice last week in attempts
to ironout problems faced by
the two school systems in the
coming school year.

In a complete about-face
from their previously stated
position, the Prentiss County
School Board tenatively
agreed to a two-year
voluntary release of those
students who are now at-
tending Booneville city
schools and would like to
continue doing so.

However, the county
school board said that they
will not release any tax
money to the city.

This means that the tax
money being paid by the
parents of a student who
lives in the county will go to
the county schools, even if
the student attends schools
in the city.

Many, including several
members of the Prentiss
County Concerned Parents
Education Committee which
was formed by local parents
for the purpose of working
toward a solution to the
school problems, have ex-
pressed the belief that the
tax money paid by a
students’ parents should
follow that student into the
school system in which he is
enrolled.

If the county school board
does not release the tax
money to follow the
students, it will then become
necessary for those county
students who want to attend
city schools to pay tuition to
the city school system.

It is not known at this time
exactly what amount of
tuition will be required if the

tax money is not released,
but estimates ranging from
$30 per student to over $150
per student have been made,
depending on the exact
terms of the arrangement
the city school board makes
with the county school
board.

One major inconsistency
has arrisen from the

meetings of the two school
boards. {
Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education
Lex Cain said last week that
the city school board had
agreed that, at the end of the
two-year transition period in
which the county has agreed
to release the students, the
city schools will no longer

accept students not living in
the city, except for hardship
cases, such as handicapped
students.

Cain confirmed this
statement to the Banner-
Independent Tuesday,
saying that the agreement
by the city board - was in
the minutes of the meeting.

However, members of the

February Grand Jury
Returns Indictments, Report

The Grand Jury for the
February Term of the
Prentiss County Circuit
Court met last week,
returning 9 criminal in-
dictments.

The Grand Jury met for
two days and heard 24
witnesses in returning the
indictments. They also
examined the Prentiss
County Courthouse and the
Prentiss County Jail and
made a report on their
conditions.

At least seven of the nine
indictments returned were
on charges of burglary and
larceny, or grand larceny.

Like previous Grand
Juries, the present one found
many inadequacies in both
the county courthouse and
the county jail.

However, the Grand Jury
did note that improvements
are presently being made to
the county jail. The com-
plete renovation which is
currently underway at the
county sheriff's office and
jail is being funded by a
$16,000 grant from the Law
Enforcement Assistance
Agency.

According to the Grand
Jury's report, the jail, as

By County Deputy

well as the courthouse,
needs a good basic cleaning.
However, in the case of the
jail, the report said that the
work which is currently
underway makes any type of
work there extremely dif-
ficult.

Specifically, the report
said that several discarded
food boxes were observed
cluttering the cell area. It
also noted that there were

To Stop Thiefts.

several broken windows in
the cells, causing un-
comfortably low tem-
peratures in the entire cell
area.

As had the previous Grand
Jury, the current one
recommended that fire
extinguishers be installed in
appropriate areas
throughout the building.

The report also said that
the office part of the jail was

city board have denied
making such an agreement
andhelda meeting Sunday
afternoon with several
members of the Concerned
Parents Education Com-
mittee to explain their
position on this point of
contention.

(Continued on Page 2)

found to be clean and in good
order.

In its recommendations
concerning the courthouse,
the Grand Jury, as had the
previous one, said that the
ladies’ restroom should be
modernized and mirrors
installed. The mens
restroom should be com-
pletely remodeled and all of
the equipment replaced,

(Continued on Page 2)

Sheriff Asks For Legislation

At the request of Sheriff
John McCauley two bills
have been introduced in the
Mississippi State
Legislature aimed at what
the sheriff calls an epidemic
of thievery in Prentiss
County.

The first bill would make
it a felony to alter or
mutilate identification
numbers on a motor vehicle
or farm implement. The
second would shift the
burden from a presumption
of innocence to a presump-

Two Arrested In Break-In

Chief Deputy Joe
Shackelford said Tuesday
that the Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department has
arrested two county youths
in connection with the
Monday afternoon break-in
of a local residence.

Deputy Shackelford said
that Keith Hargett, 18, of
Route 1, Thrasher, and a 17-
year-old minor were
arrested in connection with
the break-in at the home of
Earnestine McCoy on South
Lake Street, just outside the
city limits.

Shackelford said that the
break-in occurred at ap-
proximately 3:30 Monday
afternoon. Mrs. McCoy’s
daughter, Vickie, was at
home at the time of the
breal{-in, he said.

Entry into the home was
made through a rear
bedroom window, the
deputy said, while Miss
McCoy was in the front of
the house talking to her
sister-in-law on the
telephone.

Shackelford said that Miss
McCoy told her sister-in-law
that someone was breaking
into the house. Her sister-in-
law told her to throw down
the phone and run to a neigh-
bor’s house, which she did.

The would-be burglars
were apparently attempting
to make off with a stereo
when they realized that they
were not alone in the house.
They fled leaving everything

behind except for some
tapes and cassettes, the
deputy said.

Deputy Shackelford said
that witnesses saw two

suspects leaving the house

and recognized one of them.

The witnesses were able to
give Deputy Shackelford the
name of one of the suspects,
a minor, and Shackelford
arrested him at his home.

Shackelford said that this
youth then identified
Hargett. The deputy
arrested Hargett at a trailer
belonging to another girl, he
said.

Shackelford said that none

of the tapes or cassettes that
were taken have been
recovered at this time.

Shackelford said Wed-
nesday morning that Justice

Court Judge Leon
Lauderdale had set bond for
Hargett at $30,000. A

preliminary hearing has
been set for Saturday
morning, he said, to
determine whether or not
Hargett will be bound over
to the Grand Jury.

A juvenile hearing was
scheduled for Wednesday
morning for the 17-year-old
youth arrested in the in-
cident.

Po]ice Department
Makes 66 Arrests

Chief W.W. Stacy said
Tuesday that the Booneville
Police Department made 66
arrests during the week of
Feb.9-18. As aresult of those
arrests, 72 charges were
filed.

The police chief said that
the following charges were
made:

Disturbing the peace, 2;
warrants served, 1; no
drivers license, 7; speeding,
4; no tag, 7; switched tag, 2;
expired tag, 7; improper
tag, 4; family disturbance,
1; public drunkeness, 6;

passing on a double yellow
line, 1; driving under the
influence, 4; possession of
beer, 2; reckless driving, 3;;
failure to yield right of way:,
5; following too close, 1;
Running red light, 4;
possession of whiskey, 1;
improper equipment, 2;
resisting arrest, 1; public
profanity, 1; possession of a
controlled substance, 1;
possession of paraphernalia,
1, driving while intoxicated,

15 destroying public
property, 1; and
trespassing 2. |

tion of guilt for receiving
stolen property.

The bill would make being
in possession of stolen
property a ‘‘rebuttable
presumption of guilt,” the
sheriff explained.

“Illinois has had a similar
law on the books for five
years,” McCauley said. “If
it works there, it should
work just as well here.”

‘““Anyone should be
suspicious,” he said, “if
somebody offers to sell them
a diamond for $50, They

should pretty much know it
is stolen property.”
McCauley said he expects

to get help from state in-
vestigators in curbing a rash
of thefts in the county. He
said many people are afraid
to leave their homes unat-
tended long enough to go to
church.

“This has got to stop,”
McCauley said. ‘“The people
of Prentiss County-have got
to feel secure in their
homes.”

The two bills were in-
troduced in the Legislature
by Rep. Tim Ford of
Baldwyn, but McCauley said
Rep. Billy McCoy has also
assured him of his full
support for the legislation.

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Science Fair To Be Held

The Prentiss County Science Fair will be held March 4
and 5 on the Northeast Mississippi Junior College Cam-

pus.

Federal Land Bank To Meet

The Federal Land Bank Association of Tupelo will hold
its annual membership meeting Friday, March 7, ac-
cording to Chairman D.H. Prichard. The dinner meeting
and business session will be held at the Ramada Inn
Convention Center in Tupelo. Further information may be
obtained by contacting President Loren R. Zimmerman at

842-1202.

Gospel Singing at Casey Creek Baptist Church

The Casey Creek Baptist Church will hold a gospel
singing Saturday Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. Featured singers will
be the Servants Quartet, The Original Blackwood Singers

and the Home Quartet.

Benefit Singing At Pisgah School

There will be a benefit singing for Ila Ross at the Pisgah
School Saturday, Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. Singers will be Wayne
Johnson and the Gospel Echoes, and the Seekers. There
will also be a cake and pie auction.

. Singing At Antioch Baptist Church

The United Sounds Quartet of Memphis will be singing
at the Antioch No. 2 Baptist Church Saturday, Feb. 23 at 7

p.m,

Singing at Mount Pisgah Baptist Church

The Mount Pisgah Freewill Baptist Church will have a
singing Sunday, Feb. 24, at 1:30 p.m. The Servant Quartet
will be the featured singers. Joe Gann will be in charze of

the singing.

Gospel Singing at Fairview Baptist
There will be a gospel singing at the Fairview Baptist
Church on South Lake Street Saturday, Feb. 23 at 7:15

p.m. Featured singers will be

from Dyersburg, Tenn.

the Joylanders Quartet

(Continued on Page 2)







