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. For School Boardls

Tuesday Meeting Termed ‘Profitable’

Lex Cain, Prentiss County
Superintendent of
Education, and Dr. William
Preston, president of the
Booneville Municipal
Separate School board,
agreed Wednesday morning
that the first joint meeting of
the city and county school
boards Tuesday night was
very successful in working
out some of the problems
faced by the two boards.

Cain, who termed the
meeting ‘‘very profitable,”
also said that the two boards
have agreed to meet again
Thursday night.

Dr. Preston said Wed-
nesday that the Tuesday
night meeting was ‘‘very
productive and we feel that
negotiations are underway
to get everything settled.”

“We feel like we will be
able to negotiate anequitable
distribution of students,” he
said.

The first meeting of the
two boards was originally
scheduled for last Friday
night, but due to the icy road

cconditions, the county school
bioard’s attorney, Tom
Clhilds of Fulton, was unable
to attend and the meeting
wras  rescheduled for
Ttuesday night.

Childs has been tem-
piorarily hired to replace
Biooneville attorney Joe Ray
L:angston as counsel for the
county school board,
tthrough the  mutual
aggreement of Langston and
the board.

This first meeting was
organized by Booneville
Miayor Charles Crabb and
the city Board of Aldermen,
who also attended the
meeting for a short time.
Aifter the meeting was un-
deerway, Mayor Crabb and
thie Aldermen left the two
school boards to work
ammong themselves.

The Banner-Independent
has learned that much
prrogress was made in the
mieeting, which was closed
to) the public and the press,
bwt that there are still areas
i1 which decisions must be

made.

Officials from both the
city and the county have
said that they will release
information regarding any
decisions reached as soon as
those decisions have been
made.

Superintendent Cain said
Wednesday that the two
boards were going to have to

obtain further information
on some topics discussed
before any decisions could
be reached on those topics.

Another member of one of
the school boards was
quoted Wednesday as saying
that the two school boards
are making a great deal of
progress in solving
problems and that the

boards are getting some
things worked out.

The problems being
discussed by the city and
county school boards result
from the approval in
November 1979 of the
Booneville Municipal
Separate School District by
the State Educational

(Continued on Page 2)

City Passes Resolution,

Phone Company Responds

The closing last month by
South Central Bell of their
business office in
Booneville, has prompted
Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb and the city Board of
Aldermen to unanimously
pass a resolution
requesting that South
Central Bell “immediately
re-open its office here in
Booneville or to open an

Mrs. Charles Gordon Named
To NE Board Of Trustees

W)

Mrs. Charles M. Gordon

Courthouse To Close

Mrs. Charles M. Gordon, a
life-long resident of Prentiss
County, has been named to a
five-year term on the Board
of Trustees at Northeast
Junior College, it was an-
nounced this week. Mrs.
Gordon will be replacing the
late Frank Haney of
Baldwyn.

The widow of Charlie M.
Gordon, a Prentiss County
Supervisor for eighteen
years, Mrs. Gordon served
om the Board of Supervisors
im the capacity of vice-
piresident for two years
irnmediately following her

For Holiday

Prentiss County Tax
Assessor-Collector  Danny
Childers has informed the

Banner-Independent  that
the tax assessor-collector’s
office will be closed Monday,

Feb. 18, in honor of
Washington’s birthday.

Childers said that regular
business hours will resume
on Tuesday.

J.P. Davis, chairman of
tihe Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors, said that other
offices in the courthouse will
also be closed in observance
of the official state holiday.

husband’s death in 1973.

Mrs. Gordon is a member
of the Prentiss County
Industrial Board, and has
served on the Advisory
Committee of the Tennessee
Regional Planning Com-
mission.

Activein civic affairs, she
has served as president,
secretary and treasurer of
the Cosmopolitan Club and
is a member of the Natchez
Trace Chapter of the DAR.
She was an honorary colonel
on the Governor’s Staff
during the Finch ad-
ministration.

The mother of two
children, a son and a
daughter, Mrs. Gordon is a
member of the First
Methodist Church in
Baldwyn, where she was a
charter member of the
Woman’s Christian Service
Association.

Harold T. White, president
of the college, in response to
her appointment said, “We
at Northeast are both
pleased and fortunate to
have Mrs. Gordon on our
Board. A woman of great
integrity and loyalty, she is
sure to add strength to our
educational effort.”

PREVENTATIVE MEASURES -- A potentially dangerous
situation developed last week when it was discovered that
this car parked in front of the Booneville Post Office was
leaking a steady stream of gasoline from a hole in the gas
tank. While Mrs. Rhett Eaton, driver of the automobile,

office at another location of
its choice for the con-
venience and necessity of
the citizens of Booneville
and Prentiss County.”

The resolution states that
the maintenance of a local
office in Booneville, where
citizens of the city and the
county could pay their bills,
obtain information, request
the installation of new
telephones, and request
better service, has ‘‘meant a
considerable amount of
personal satisfaction to
thousands of people residing
in Booneville and Prentiss
County.”

‘“The citizens of
Booneville and Prentiss
County no lenger have a
local office where their bills
can be paid,” the resolution
continues. Local residents
have to purchase a money
order or draw a check in
order to pay their bills, the
resolution states.

This necessitates the
opening of checking ac-
counts and numerous other
forms of bookkeeping that
was totally unnecessary
when the local office
remainded open, ‘“‘and the
closing has caused a
tremendous inconvenience
to thousands of people,” it
states.

A copy of the resolution
was to be forwarded to the
proper officials of the
telephone company and to
D.W. Snyder, Public Service
Commissioner, Northern
District.

In response to this
resolution and other
criticisms voiced since the
closing of the local office,
R.L. (Bob) Bartley, local
manager of South Central
Bell, said Tuesday that it
was never the intention of
the phone company to
abandon Booneville and
Prentiss County and that
they have not done so.

In a letter to the editor
(which appears in its en-

.ficety. on page 4) Bartley

said that the closing of the
local office was in keeping
with the basic goal of the
phone company “to
provide the best possible
service at the lowest
possible price.”

In keeping with this goal,
Bartley said, the company
must take advantage of the
opportunity afforded by new
technology in business
records systems. This new
technology has “‘given us the
opportunity to increase our
efficiency by consolidating
some of our operations,” he
said.

(Continued on Page 2)

Learning A Trade

STUDENT WELDER -- This student, practicing the use of an electric arc welder, is
learning a trade at the Pirentiss County Vocational Technical Center that will remain
with him the rest of his; life. This week, Feb. 10-16, has been declared National
Vocational Education We:ek. For more on the services offered by the Prentiss County
Vo-Tech, please turn to |page Bl.

County Ambulance Service
Under New Ownership

Miss. Corps Ambulance
Service Inc., which has been
responsible for ambulance
service for Prentiss County
since November 1974 has
gone out of business and the
local ambulance service has
been taken over by a former
member of the company.

FIRE DEP

waited for help to move the car, members of the Booneville
Fire Department kept the gasoline washed down to prevent
a possible fire or explosion. The car was removed from in
front of the Post Office without incident.

James H. Horn of
Booneville, who has been
with Miss. Corps for several
years, has formed a cor-
poration to take over
operation of the local am-
bulance service. The name
of the service has also been
changed to NorthMississippi
Ambulance Service Inc.

Horn, who was elected
coroner-ranger for Prentiss
County during the elections

last summer, said that the
change of ownership will
have no effect on the ser-
vices provided.

‘“The Northeast
Mississippi Hospital has
awarded us the remainder of’
the contract held by Miss.
Corps,” Horn said, “and|
operations will continue as.
before.” -

However, Horn has

(Continued on Page 2)

Northeast To Host

Conference

The Northeast Mississippi
Junior College will be the
site of one of ten area forums
being held Thursday, Feb.
28, across the state as part of
Mississippi’s participation
in the 1980 White House
Conference on Families.

Area residents are being
urged to attend the con-
ference which “will focus on
the challenges facing
families now and in the
future,” according to David
Ard, area forum spokesman.

The Northeast Mississippi
Junior College forum will be
held in Patterson Hall
Auditorium and will begin
with registration at 6 p.m.,
with the program and
discussion opening at 7 p.m.

Delegates to the state
conference will select
representatives to attend the

On Families:

national White House
Conference on Families to
be held in Minneapolis,
Minnesota.

“There is no doubt that the
family unit has undergone
some dramatic changes in
the past 20 years,” said Ard.
“We want to discuss the
changes, as well as the
problems families face
today and in the years to
come."

“We will not be planning
some massive new govern-
ment program,” Ard said.
“In fact, when the President
called these meetings, he:
said there may well be
recommendations  urging
less government par-
ticipation in family life. Thatt
will be among the issues we
will be discussing.”

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Blood Pressure Check at Bank of Mississippi

The Student Nurses Association of Northeast Junior
College will be providing free blood pressure checks in the
lobby of the Bank of Mississippi in Booneville Thursday,
Feb. 21, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be no charge for
the service, which will basically be a screening for

hypertension. Anyone found to need further testing will be
referred to his or her doctor.

Benefit Cake Sale Saturday Morning

There will be a benefit cake s.i¢ Saturday morning,
Feb. 16, in the Wal-Mart Parking lot. Proceeds from the
sale will go to Cathy McCurray Bascomb, formerly of
Booneville, and her young child. Mrs. Bascomb, 18, is the
widow of Rex F. Bascomb who was killed last week in an
automobile accident in Alcorn County. Anyone wanting to
donate or buy a cake can call 728-5512 or 728-3438 after 4
p-m.

Independent Church of God’s Revival Continues

The Booneville Independent Church of God, corner of
North Lake and Terry streets, is holding a revival this
week with the Rev. Gene Cooley and family of Alabama as
guests. Services are scheduled to begin each evening at 7.
Pastor Austin Shook invites everyone to attend.

Association for Retarded Citizens to Meet

The Prentiss County Association for Retarded Citizens,
an organization devoted to promoting the welfare of
mentally retarded person and their families, will hold its
regular monthly meeting Tuesday night, Feb. 19, at the
Timber Hills Mental Health Center on the Highway 30
Bypass. All interested persons are urged to attend this
meeting.

Organization for Handicapped Mississippians to Meet

The Prentiss County chapter of the Organization for
Handicapped Mississippians will meet Monday night,
Feb. 18, at 7 p.m. at the Westside Community Center to
discuss programs available and activities planned for the
handicapped persons in the area. All interested persons
are invited to attend this very important meeting.

(Continued on Page 2)







