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r—Brrrrrr, It’s Cold!

1980’s First Icy, Cold Weather
Leaves Its Mark On The County

The first really cold weather of 1980 moved into the
area last week, blanketing the county with a layer of ice
and snow and causing damage to some of the county’s
timber.

Electric power was disrupted in some areas of the

county Wednesday, Jan. 30, and employees of the
Prentiss County Electric Power Association had to work
well into the night to restiore power to local residents.

Booneville Police Chief 'W.W. Stacy said that inspite of
the freezing rain and ssnow, the city’s streets had
remained passable for the most part and there were
relatively few weather reslated accidents reported.

Radio operator-dispatclher Joey Cobb said that the
Prentiss County Sheriff'ss Department had received a
few calls on weather re:dlated accidents, “more than
ususal.” However, he said that most of them were
minor accidents, such as. cars off in ditches.

Prentiss County schowls were closed several days
because of the weather conditions.

J.W. Abernethy, manager of the Prentiss County
Electric Power Associaton, said Tuesday that power
over the entire county was out for 14 minutes Wed-
nesday, Jan. 30, due to a TVA power line being knocked
out by a tree in the Burmsville-Iuka area.

Abernethy said that was the only time the Baldwyn
substation was out, ‘‘We dlidn’t have nearly as much ice

_thern part of the county, the PCEPA work crews were
extremely busy wtih a number of trees and limbs on the
lines the first day of the ice, Abernethy said.

‘At one point, we had some 3,000 customers out of
service,”” he estimated. ““The longest outages were from
about 4 to 10 p.m. Wednesday.”

““We had one very serious case of trouple out east in
the county that took us a good while to repair,’” he said,”
but we had everybody back in power by 11 p.m.”

Abernethy said that the power association had not had
any major trouble since that time. ‘“We've had a few
limbs on service lines that knocked one individual
customer out and he would call us and we would repair
it.=

“Our system stood up really well under the ice,” he
said. “Our customers allowing us to clear our right-of-
way really paid off.”

Abernethy said that the outages were caused by both
ice on the lines themselves and by ice causing tree limbs
to break off and fall on the lines.

“We lost one pole out on Highway 30, he said. “That
was caused from the weight of the ice breaking the guy
wire and, in turn, breaking the pole. That was the longest
outage we had. It affected the most customers.”

“We had a number of lines where pine trees, par-
ticularly, heavy with ice would fall through the power

south of here,” he said.

However, in areas arouind Booneville and in the nor-

lines or lean against them,”’ he added.

Abernethy said that there have not been any such
problems at all so far this week.

_ﬂ

By Lake Mohawk Residents

Community Action Planned

Because of a rash of
break-ins in the community,
some 30 residents of Lake:
Mohawk Estates, located on
the Prentiss-Tippah County
line, have met with Tippah
County Sheriff Pete Crum
and Deputy Willard Butler
to plan some community
action in the matter.

Mrs. Helen Fowler.
secretary of the Lake
Mohawk Homeowners
Association,  said Lhe

residents and law officers
met Tuesday, Jan. 22, at the
lakeside cottage of the Rev.
Joe MclIntire,

She said that the break-ins
have gotten so bad that there
have been as many as five in

one week and it was the
second time that one of the
five had been burglarized.

As a results ot the

meeting, the residents of the
area have decided to take

some action. First. Lake

Mohawk has been closed to
the general public.

The land is posted and the
“no tresspassing” laws are
in effect, Mrs. Fowler said.
Only those who own
property and their guests

will be allowed on the
property. she said.
Also. Mrs. Fowler said

that vehicles entering the
Estates will be monitored.
All suspicious vehicles will
be reported to the law en-

forcement agencies, she
said.

She also said that some of
the residents might start
patrolling the area them-
selves during = certain
periods.

Mrs. Fowler said that any
who are apprehended
breaking the posted. or

tresspassing laws, or any
other laws will be
prosecuted.

EFC Official Recommends
One-Year Release Of Students

Dr. Frank Lovell Jr.,
executive secretary of the
State Educational Finance
Commission (EFC) in
Jackson, indicated to the
Banner-Independent in a
recent telephone con-
versation that he feels the
best solution for the current
problems facing the
Prentiss County School
System and the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
System is for the county to
allow some of their students
to attend the city schools
next school year.

“Both of the districts have
a decision problem for this
year,”” Dr. Lovell said,
“particularly the county.”

Speaking of the ap-
proximately 1,000 students
who are currently attending
Booneville schools, but will
be outside the city district
next year, Lovell said,
“There is no way they (the
county) are going to be able
to provide adequate
facilities for all these people.
Even if they get to keep
them ultimately, they can’t

provide for them next year.”
*It seems to me that it

would be to their advantage
to transfer these children a
at least for a year,” he said,
‘‘until a final disposition can
be made over where those
kids are going to go to

--506hool.": -

Following the establish-
ment of the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
District in November 1979,
the Prentiss County School
Board voted not to allow any
county students to transfer
into the city school system.
Since that time, petitions

requesting the release of the
students from the countty
system have been circulate:d
by groups of parents and,
about two weeks ago, morre
than 300 county parentts
attended a public meetimg
and passed a resolution
asking the two schowl
boards, the county and the
city, to work together fito
solve the county’s schowl
problems.

The parents also passed
out petitions for the parents
tosign at that meeting. They
set Friday, Feb. 8, as the
deadline for signing the
petitions which are to be
presented to the two boards
by Feb. 15. Charles Walden,
who was elected chairman
of the group, said that
anyone who would like to
sign the petition before the
deadline should contact one

of the ten members of the:
Prentiss County Concerned
Parents Education Com-
mittee who were elected at
the public A meeting. A
Those members are
Talmadge Finch, J.T.
Cartwright, Ernest Jobe,
Conley Keenum, Oscar Lee
McGee, Gerald Rinehart,
Clyde Wilemon, J.C.
McAnally, Mary Alice
(Continued on Page 15)

Three Phoney Lawmen
Arrested By Local Police

Booneville Police Chief
W.W. Stacy said Wednesday
that the Booneville Police
Department arrested three
men from Arkansas laist
week who were posing ias
deputy sheriffs and at-
tempting to abduct a
Booneville man.

Chief Stacy said that the
police department received
a call Friday night, Feb. 1,
from a local resident who
reported the three men had
puiled guns on a local youth
and attempted to abduct
him.

Stacy said that Jerry Clay,

William Gholson, and Bill
Marvell, all of West
Memphis, Ark., were
arrested in the incident.
The boy the men were
trying to abduct apparently
owned them some money,
Stacy said.
(Continued on Page 2)

Murder Suspect Surrenders

To Tippah County Officials

A Prentiss County man
wanted in connection wiith
the shooting death of
another Booneville maan
surrendered to Tippah
County authorities last
week, after having eludied
North Mississippi law en-
forcement agencies for a
month.

David L. Berryhill, 23, of

For Involuntary Manslaughter

Booneville faces first degree
murder charges in Tippah
County in connection with
the shooting death on Dec.
28, 1979, of Ricky Padgett.

According to reports at the
time of the incident, wit-
nesses told officers that
Berryhill fired into
Padgett’s home on Dry
Creek Road near the

Prentiss-Tippah county line
after Padgett had asked him
to leave. Berryhill reper-
tedly fired three shots from
a 12 gauge shotgun into the
home.

Officers said that one
pellet from one of the shots
struck Padgett in the right
forehead and another pellet

(Continued on Page 2)

County Man Sentenced To Five Years

A Prentiss County youth
charged with involuntary
manslaughter entered a plea
of guilty last week in the
Alcorn County Circuit Court
in Corinth and was sen-
tenced to five yeras in the
state penitentiary.

Jimmy Robinson, 18, of
Jumpertown plead guilty
before Judge Neal Biggers
Jr. last Thursday to the
involuntary manslaughter
charge which stemmed from
the June 22, 1979, traffic
accident death of 27-year-old
Glenda Henderson. -

The accident occured
after Robinson allegedly
attempted to flee from
Booneville police afiter
failing to obey a stop sigm in
the city. The high speed
chase that followed c:on-
tinued on U.S. 45 North iinto
Alcorn County.

Officers reported that ‘the
car was traveling at abwout
100 mph when it went oult of
control and crashed info the
rear of Mrs. Henderson's
car. The car which Robinison
was charged with driving
then collided with another

$159,000 Grant OK’d
For Industrial Park

Congressman Jamie
Whitten and Senator Thad
Cochran announced Friday
that a $159,000 grant has
been approved for con-
struction of an access road
to the Booneville Industrial
Park.

The Appalachian Regional
Commission funds, will be
matched with $68,183 from
Prentiss County and will be
used to build the .4-mile
roadway into the 195-acre

park.
The Economic
Development  Association

had previously approved a
$100,000 grant in state and
federal aid to be applied to
the construction. With the
necessary funds now
available, contracts are
expected to be let soon with
the work to be done this
summer, according to J.P.
Davis, chairman of the
Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors.

“Now that we have the
funds, we want to get stairted
as soon as possible so the
work can be completed this
summer,”’ Davis said.

Booneville Mayor Chairles
Crabb said availability of
the money for construcction
of the access road will
greatly enhance the area’s
position with present and
future industiral prospects.

“The promise that a road
will be built is one thing,”
Crabb said. “But being able
to tell prospects that we now
have the money and con-
struction will definitely start
soon carries a lot mmore
weight.”

The industrial facility is
jointly owned by Prentiss
County and the City of
Booneville. The four firms
presently located there, All-
Weld Fabricating Co., H & W
Industries, Inc., and Nor-
theast Manufacturing Co.,
employ some 500 people,

vehicle before spinning into
a parked car.

Mrs. Henderson was
pronounced dead on arrival
at Magnolia Hospital in
Corinth. Her two infant sons
were treated for bruises and
lacerations.. Two women
who were in the second car
that was hit were admitted
to the hospital for treatment
of multiple injuries.

As a result of the chase,

Robinson was cited for five
traffic violations in Alcorn
County and nine traffic
violations in Prentiss
County.

Judge Biggers sentenced
Robinson to five years in the
state penitentiary Friday.
He was placed in the custody
of the Alcorn County
Sheriff's Department to
await transportation to the

(Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Golden Wedding Anniversary for the Lindleys

The children of Mr. and Mrs. V.E. Lindley of the
Blackland Community will honor their parents on their -
Golden Wedding Anniversary with a reception at the
Booneville Westside Community Center on Sunday, Feb,
10, from 2 to 4 p.m. All friends and relatives are invited to
attend. :

Church of God to Hold Revival

The Booneville Church of God, corner of North Lake and .
Terry Streets, will hold a revival beginning Monday night,
Feb. 11, with the Rev. Gene Cooley and his family of
Alabama. Pastor Bill Shook said that services will begin
each evening at 7 and invites everyone to attend. .

Wess Shinault to Celebrate 84th Birthday

Wess Shinault will be honored with a birthday party
Saturday, Feb. 9, at the Eastside Community Center on
the occasion of his 84th birthday. The party will begin at 7
p.m. and Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb will give the
invocation. All friends and relatives are invited to attend.

Gospel Singing at Little Creek

There will be a gospel singing at Little Creek Baptist
Church, Saturday, Feb. 9, beginning at 7 p.m. Featured.
singers will be the Singing Echoes. There will also be class
singing. The public is invited to attend.

Gospel Singing at Mt. Pleasant
There will be a gospel singing at Mt. Pleasant Baptist

, Church Saturday, Feb. 9, beginning at 7 p.m. The

Parker’s Chapel Quartet will be featured. Everyone is
invited.

(Continued on Page 2)






