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At PCDA Meeting

itten Speaks ‘Long Distance’

More than 200 people
attended the fourth annual
banquet and membership
drive meeting of the
Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association (PCDA)
Tuesday night in the Haney
Union on the Northeast
Junior College campus.

PCDA Executive Director
Doug Mansell served as
master of ceremonies, and
John Smith, PCDA
president, brought the
members up to date on what
the association is doing and
has done in the past.

One of the ac-
complishments during the
past year, Smith said, was
the hiring of Mansell as
PCDA director. Saying that
the organization never
realized they had a person of
Mansell’s qualifications
right here at hand, Smith
praised him for doing an
“outstanding’’ job.

“We are in good hands,”
Smith said.

Smith also told of some of
the projects in which the
association has been in-
volved during the past year,
including the assistance
PCDA has given Jum-
pertown in obtaining funds
for a city park.

He said that the PCDA has
been making contacts with
industrial prospects for the
county and are currently

pursuing two of those
prospects. One of them, he
said, has narrowed their
choices down to two citys,
one of which is Booneville.

Smith told of work the
PCDA is doing to help the
Tuscumbia community
establish a community
center, and of the plans the
association is making to
assists towns and com-
munities in the county to get
emergency communications
equipment.

However, perhaps most
important, Smith said the
PCDA is helping to work on
a Legislative Day for North
Mississippi in March to
bring as many legislators as
possible from Jackson to see
the area and learn of its
needs, ‘‘particularly in the
area of highways.”

In looking to the future,
Smith set the membership
goal for the PCDA during
the coming year at 400,

saying ‘“‘We will start
tomorrow."”’

He said that the
association also needs to
rework the committee

assignments to include more
members from throughout
the county.

In order to better define
the role of the PCDA, Smith
said that he wants to start
meeting with the super-
visors and others to “let

For Street Repair

thhem know what we plan to
dlo and to find out what they
exxpect from us.”

Following Smith’s
rremarks, Northeast Junior
College President Harold T.
White introduced the guest
sipeaker for the night,
Congressman of the First
District of Mississippi,
Jamie Whitten.

Whitten was not able to
attend the meeting in person
due to some unforeseen
legislature problems that
had arrisen, but he ad-
dressed the audience by
telephone from his office in
Washington. The South
Central Bell System fur-
nished a telephone patch
into the room'’s intercom

Attorney General’s

system so that all present
could hear the congressman.
Congressman Whitten
apologized for not being able
to attend in person. He said
that a legislator from the
state of Pennsylvania had
raised questions concerning
the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway project, asking
(Continued on Page 2)

Office

Gives Opinion On Issues

Assistant Attorney
General Richard M. Allen
produced a few surprises
last week when county and
city officials received his
opinion regarding questions
put to the Attorney
General’s office in Jackson.
Allen was assigned to
research and reply to the
questions on behalf of
Attorney General A.F.
Sumner (who has since left
office).

Perhaps most surprising
was the opinion of Allen
which has been interpreted
loy many to mean that the
Prentiss County Vocational
Technical School and the bus
garage will become the

City To Receive Grant

Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb said this week that
Booneville will' receive a
$41,500 grant and a $41,500
ioan under the ap-
propriations approved in
House Bill 5 to repair city
streets that were damaged
by floods in April 1979.

Crabb said these repairs
would begin as soon as
weather permits.

Crabb also said the Board
of Aldermen hopes to issue

$100,000 in general
obligation bonds for street
repairs on Feb. 5. The funds
raised by this bond sale will

be used to pay for a cost
overrun from last year’s
project to pave and resur-
face the city’s streets, he
said.

The city officials had
expected to pave about 15
miles of streets at a cost of
about $170,000, Crabb said,

What’s Going On?

Report It At 728-6214

Benefit Singing to be held Friday Night

There will be a benefit singing Friday night, Feb. 1, at
the westside community center, beginning at 7. Featured
singers will be the Singing Echoes and the Gloryland
Singers. All proceeds will go to Leon Barrett and family.

The public is invited.

Malones to be Honored on 57th Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Ward Malone of Marietta will be honored
on their 57th wedding anniversary Feb. 10 at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Marlis Thornton. The reception will be
hosted by the couple’s children, Bobbie McCluskey of
North Little Rock and Leon Malone of Tupelo. Friends and
» relatives are invited to attend between 2 and 4 p.m.

Benefit Gospel Singing at Red Bud Baptist
There will be a benefit gospel singing at Red Bud
Baptist Church for Bro. John Stovall Saturday, Feb. 2, at 7
. p.m. Featured singers will be the Servant’s Quartet and
the Freedom Quartet Bro. Paul Stacy invites all to attend.

Day Care is Now Open

The Booneville Christian Day Care, formerly called the

Little People Day Care,

is now open under new

management. For information, call 728-3003.

Christian Academy in Third Week
The Booneville Christian Academy is now in its third
week of operation for grades 1-12. For information, call

728-3003.

Gospel Singing at Wheeler Church

There will be a gospel singing at the Wheeler Methodist
Church Saturday, Feb. 2, beginning at 7 p.m. Featured
singers will be the Challengers Quartet.

Bluegrass-Gospel Music Saturday Night

A bluegrass and gospel music show. '‘Booneville's
Saturday Night Opry,” will be held Saturday. Feb. 2, at
the American Legion building, beginning at 8 p.m. Four

well known bands will

be performing on stage.

but they found they needed
tco pave 30 miles of streets
imstead.

The board decided to
repave all the streets, the
mayor said, because the
aldermen decided the in-

creasing costs of main-
ttenance and repair would
make the resurfacing much
more expensive if the work
were spread over several
wyears.

property of the city school
district. It had been believed
by many of those involved
that both of these facilities
would remain the property
of the county school district.

In answer to a question
from the Prentiss County
School Board, Allen said “‘by
operation of common law,
property  heretofore
belonging to the Prentiss
County School District but
within the city limits of
Booneville and therefore
within the Separate School
District lines becomes the
property of the Booneville
Separate School District,
subject by statute to

assumption of any debts in

the ratio -specified by
statute.”

However, Allen also said,
“Whatever property there
is, it is not outright owned by

City, County Boards

the particular district, but is
held ‘for the sole purpose of
promoting education for the
youth of the state’ (‘McInnis
v. Board of Education of
Madison County’). Record
title to it is not controlling. It
basically  proportionately
follows the students to be
served.”

This has been interpreted
by some to mean that the
actual property is owned by
the state, but the district in
which the property lies has
jurisdiction over its use.

To further elaborate on
this subject, Allen quoted
from an earlier opinion of
the Attorney General’s
office dated Feb. 12, 1974,
which states: “Inthe event a
municipal separate school
district encompassing the
area within the city limits of

(Continued on Page 2)

To Meet Feb. 8

Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb said Wednesday that a
formal meeting of the Booneville Municipal Separate
School District Board, the Prentiss County School Board,
and the mayor and the city Board of Aldermen has been

scheduled for Feb. 8.

The mayor said that the purpose of the meeting is to try
to solve some of the school system’s problems and “come
to some understanding and agreement on some things.”

Needs Volunteers

New Program For Juveniles

Children in trouble, young
people that have broken the
llaw, young people that have
personal and family
problems..These are not
wery pleasant subjects, but
wery real ones that are
lheard more and more in
IPrentiss County.

To help combat these

problems, Prentiss County
has received a federal grant
from the Criminal Justice
Planning Commission to
fund a Juvenile Volunteer
Coordinator Program.
According to Mrs. Deanna
Burress, Volunteer Coor-
dinator for the program in
Prentiss County, the pur-

City Retail Sales
Up For December

Sales tax collections were
wp almost 20 percent in
IBooneville for the month of
IDecember 1979 when
ccompared with the same
jperiod one year ago, ac-
wcording to the monthly
sstatistical report prepared
by state Tax Commission
(Chairman Charles R. Brady.

This figure shows that
sales tax collections in
IBooneville for that period
rose more than in most parts
wl the state. As a whole, the
state increase was only 13.2

Jpercent.
Columbus and Tupelo
wcontinue  to be the only

‘towns in Norti Mississippi in
the top 10 of retail sales.

Sales tax receipts tor
Booneville rose from $34,782
a year ago to $41504 in
December 1979.

According to the state
Sales Tax Commission,
collections amounted to
$508,503,525 for the period
starting July 1 and ending
Dec. 31. This compares with
$449,082,041 for the
corresponding period in
1978, an increase of $59.4
million or 13.2 percent.

Total collections for the
month nf December
amounted to $69.2 million.
up approximately $8 million
over the $61.2 million during
December 1978. This was

(Continued on Page 2)

-pose of the program is to

assist the Prentiss County
Youth Court by providing a
competent adult to work
with a juvenile on a one-to-
one basis, to provide the
youth with an adult that he
or she can trust and turn to
as a friend.

The projected impact of
the program will be to
reduce the number of repeat
offenders in the county and
to help troubled children
before they become law
violators, Mrs. Burress said.

It is the responsibility of
the Volunteer Coordinator,
Mrs. Burress, to recruit,
screen and select volunteers
to work with the youth. She
will also provide training
sessions for the volunteers in
order to acquaint them with
the Youth Court Laws and
with basic counseling and
communication skills.

Mrs. Burress said that a
volunteer will be expected to
attend training sessions,
attend monthly meetings
with the coordinator and
spend time with his or her
assigned youth each week,

“A volunteer will he a
friend to a child who needs
help,” she said. ‘A volun-
teer is not a probation of-
ficer or a ‘shrink’ and is not

(Continued on Page 3)

COMPETITING IN STATE PAGEANT—Karen

MciGreger, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George McGreger of Booneville is shown with her suitcase in hand before leaving
for Meridian for the State Junior Miss Pageant scheduled this week. Karen,
Booneville’s Junior Miss, left Sunday and will spend the eintire week before competiting
in the finals Saturday night. (Photo. by Lee Gentry.)

Eligibility Uncertain

One of the questions raised
during last week’s parents’
meeting concerning the
school situation was whether
or not county students, if
they are allowed to transfer
to the city’s new separate
school district, will be
eligible to participate in
sports and other ex-
tracurricular activities in
that school district.

Dr. Woodrow Marsh,
director of the Mississippi
High School Activities
Association Inc., told the
Banner-Independent
Tuesday that the answer to
that question would depend
on how the transfer is ac-
complished.

The Activities Association
is the governoring body of
high schools in the state for
such activities as football,
basketball, track, baseball
and other sports, as well as
band, chorus, and other
activities.

The Association’s hand-
book says that in order to be
eligible to participate in
these activities, “a pupil
must attend school in the
school district of which his
parents are actual bona fide
residents.”

Dr. Marsh said that an
“individual” transfer of a

child to attend school im
another district does noit
carry eligibility to par-
ticipate in these activities
with it.

“In order to transfer the
eligibility,” he said, “you
would have to transfer a
whole group of students.””

However, not just any
group will qualify, he said. It
must be a group of students
from a given area with set
boundaries.

““The rule says you have to
have a given area,” Dr.
Marsh said. ‘‘You have to
describe this area and say
‘We are going to transfemr
these students to Booneville
for this year.’ ”

“Then everybody in thatt
area attends Booneville
schools,” he continued. “Iif
you have some students
going to some of the othemr
schools from that area, them
they are not eligible at thiss
other school. It has to be =
mass production type of
thing.”

To elaborate, Dr. Marsh
gave an example.

“This has happened
before in the state,” he saidl.
“The Pearl School Distric:t
was formed out of Rankim
County and the county dicd
not have enough schooil

- For Student Transfers

buildings to house all the
youngsters in their system
because Pearl took some of
their buildings.”

“The area around the
Ross Barnett Reservoir is a
very densely populated
area,”” he continued, ‘so,
Rankin County just drew a
line up there and said
‘Everybody in this area will
still go to school at Pearl
until we can build a new
school.” ”

‘“This is the third year that

they have done this,”” he

said, “but next year they
will have buildings finished
and the students will go back
to school in Rankin County.
After that time, the students
will only be eligible in
Rankin county, again.”

“This is what I am talking
about in transfering an
area,” he said.

Dr. Marsh said that if the
Prentiss County School
Board decided to release all
the students who are
presently attending
Booneville schools to return
next year, this would not
meet  the  eligibility
requirements.

They have to release all
the students from a given
area or section of the county
in order to qualify, he said.

County Water Associations

Not Meeting Standards

The Banner-Independent
has been informed that two
other Prentiss County water
associations did not meet the
standards of the federal and
state Safe Drinking Water
Act for recent grading
periods.

It was reported last week
that the Wheeler-
Frankstown Water
Association did not meet the
standards for the periods of

July-September 1978, Aprill-
June 1979, and July-
September 1979.

The Banner-Independemt
was notified Monday thait
the Town of Marietta Wate:r
Association and thie
Thrasher Water Association
were both out of compliancee
with the Safe Drinkingg
Water Act for the gradingg
period of October-Decembe:r
1979.

Greg Geno, District
Sanitarian with the State
Board of Health, said that
the Federal Safe Drinking
Water Act requires ail these
systems to collect water
samples for coliform bac-
teria count. The presence of
the coliform bacteria in a
sample is just an indication
of the possibility of con-
tamination he said, but does

{Continued on Page 2)






