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CONCERNED PARENTS—There was standing-room-
only Tuesday night when some 30)0-100 parents attended a
meeting at the Booneville Commumity Center in an attempt
to resolve some of the problems facced by the county and city

school systems. Here, Charles Walden (center) passes out
petitions to the parents while other parents place their
children’s names on other petitions. Approximately 275
names were listed on the petitions Tuesday night.

More than 300 concerned
Prentiss County parents,
meeting at the Booneville
Community Center Tuesday
night, passed a resolution
asking that the Booneville
Municipal Separate School
Board and the Prentiss
County School Board get
together and ‘‘work out, in a
cooperative manner, the
best arrangement for our
children.”

At the meeting, the
parents divided into five
caucuses, Or groups, one

from each of the five county
districts, and elected two
parents from each group to
serve as the official
representatives for the

concerned parents of that
district.

This 10-member
representative committee,
called the Concerned
Parents Education Com-
mittee, formulated the
wording of the resolution,
which states: ‘‘Be it
resolved that the Concerned
Parents Education Com-
mittee requests the
Booneville  Municipal
Separate School Board and
the Prentiss County School
Board to release a joint
statement of cooperation on
behalf of all children in
Prentiss County by March 1,
1980.”

Copies of this resolution

were to be sent to Dr
'"William Preston, president
wf the Booneville Municipal
‘Separate School Board, and
ILex Cain, Prentiss County
Superintendent of
Education.

This resolution is just
ithe first step of action
|planned by the parents at
Ithe meeting.

Charles Walden, who
served as spokesman of the
steering committee which
organized the meeting, said,
““We will ask the two boards
ito work together. If they do
not, after tonight we will be
organized to take steps.”

“We are not against the
icity board or the county

Parents Ask School Boards
To Work Together On Problems

board,” Walden said, ‘‘we
are just for our children.”

“When we are satisfied
that they are doing what's
best for our children,”’ he
said, ‘‘we will stop mettling
in their business.”

Walden said that both the
city school board members
and the county school board
members had been invited
to attend the public meeting,
“but they felt there was such
a lack of information that
they could not answer the
questions they were sure
would be asked of them, so
they decided not to attend.”

Walden told the parents
that Dr. Frank Lovell Jr.,

(Continued on Page 2)

At Oxford Drugstore

Three Arrested In Break-In

OXFORD—The Oxford
Police Department arrested
two Booneville men and one
Oxford man last week in
connection with the break-in
Thursday night, Jan. 17, of
an Oxford drugstore, ac-
cording to Oxford Chief of

" Police Billy White.
Fabian Dwight Harris, 20,
- 101 Ledbetter St.,
Booneville; Carl A. Wright,
18, Route 1, Box 47B,
Booneville; and Billy
McDaniel Jr., 24, Apt. 52,
College Hill Duplex, Oxford,
were arrested and charged
in connection with the break-
in at the drug store, White
said.

The police chief said that
Harris and Wright were
arrested at approximately
9:15 Thursday night on the
roof of the Oxford drugstore.

Mc:Daniel was arrested at
abcout 5:15 the next morning

at his apartment, White
saiid,

All three men were

charged with burglary in the
incident, the Oxford police
chief said. They are
presently out on $20,000 bond
each, he said.

Home Improvement
Funds Available

Rural homeowners in
Prentiss County who need to
upgrade their homes may be
eligible for financing from
the Farmers Home
Administration (FmHA),
according to Bobby L.
Garrett, FmHA County
Supervisor.

Garrett said that in ad-
dition to financing the
purchase of homes, the
Agency also has funds
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Gospel Singing at Crestwood Saturday

There will be a gospel singing at the Crestwood Baptist
Church, Highway 4, East, Saturday night, Jan. 26,
beginning at 7. Guests singers will be the Antioch Baptist
Youth Choir from Itawamba county. Everyone is invited.

Bible Talks to Begin Monday
A series of Bible talks will be held at 7 p.m. each
‘Monday and Thursday in the meeting room of the housing
- development on College View Awvenue, beginning Monday,
-Jan. 28. The services, to be cionducted by Miss Irene

“Stewart and Miss

Florence

Clark, are non-

-denominational, quiet, brief and free. All interested

“people are invited to attend.

Prentiss County Shrine Club to Meet
The Prentiss County Shrine Club will meet Thursday
night, Jan. 24, at 7 p.m. at the Town Motel. New officers
* . will be installed by the new Potentate, Ronnie Young, of

Tupelo.

Sparks Family to Sing at Burton Baptist Church
The Burton Baptist Church will sponsor a gospel singing
Saturday night, Jan. 26, beginniing at 7:30 p.m. Featured
singers will be the Sparks Family of Belmont. The church
extends a special invitation to everyone to attend.

- Couple to Celebrate Golden Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Milton English of the Jumpertown
Community will be honored by their family on the oc-
casion of their 50th Wedding .Anniversary at the Jum-
pertown Methodist Church frorm 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday.
Jan. 27. All friends and relatiwes are invited.

Benefit Singing to be held at M1 Pisgah

There will be a benefit gospel singing at the Mt. Pisgah
Free Will Baptist Church for Gerdest Walker on Sunday,
Jan. 27, beginning at 1:30 p.m. Featured singers will he
the Sparks Family, the Singing Echoes and the Servants.

Everyone is invited

Fairview Baptist Church to Have Singing

The Fairview Baptist Church ‘will have a church singing
Saturday. Jan. 2B. beginning at 7:15 p.m. Featured
singers will be the Happy Sounds

available to families who
already own homes that
need insulation-weatheri-
zation improvements.
FmHA will offer loans for
energy conservation im-
provements to all rural
families of low or moderate
incomes who cannot obtain
adequate commercial credit
and are otherwise eligible
for FmHA loan assistance,
(Continued on Page 2)
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At PCDA Banquet

Whitten To Speak Tuesday

Congressman Jamie L.
Whitten is scheduled to be
the featured speaker at the
Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association’s fourth
Banquet and
Membership Drive to be
held Tuesday, Jan. 29, ac-
cording to PCDA Executive
Director Doug Mansell.

Also scheduled for the
program, which is to begin
at 7 p.m. in the Haney Union
on the Northeast Junior
College campus, is a 35-

minute fashion show
sponsored by the state
Travel - and Tourism

Department, Mansell said.
Members of the Northeast
Junior College’s Modeling
Squad will participate in the
show he said.

Mansell said that three
PCDA members will be

Water Now Meets Standards

Greg Geno, District
Sanitarian with the State
Board of Health, told the
Banner-Independent  Tue-
sday that the Wheeler-
Frankstown Water
Association is presently

meeting the bacteriological
standards of the Federal
Safe Drinking Water Act,
and has been for the past
three months.

Winfred Caldwell,
president of the water

Dr. Johnson Appointed
To Hospital Board

Booneville physician Dr.
Dwight Johnson, by ap-
pointment of the Board of

Supervisors, became an
official member of the
Northeast Mississippi

Hospital's Board of Trustees
effective Jan. 1, 1980, ac-
cording to a spokesman for
the hospital.

The responsibility for the
operation and function of the
hospital is delegated to the

DR. DAIGHT JOHNSON

tive-member Board of
Trustees--a governing body
whose purpose is to for-
mulate plans and policies
that will insure the people of
the city of Booneville and
Prentiss County the highest
possible standard of health
care, the spokesman said.

Dr. Johnson began his
general practice of medicine
in Booneville in January
1976. He received his
medical degree from the
University of Mississippi
Medical Center and interned
at the Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Memphis, Tenn.

Before entering medical
school, Dr. Johnson received
his Bachelor of Science
degree in Electrical
Engineering from the
University of Mississippi
and later taught Electronic
Technology at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College.

Dr. Johnson is very active
on various Medical Staff
Committees, the hospital
spokesman said. He also
served as the 1979 Chief of
Staff.

association, reported last
week that the association did
not meet the standards of
the Safe Drinking Water Act
for the periods of July-
September 1978, April-June
1979 and July-September
1979.

Geno said the system was
not meeting the standards
for those periods, because
the Wheeler-Frankstown
Water Association ‘‘failed to
do a couple of things during
the grading period.”

“They failed to take the
minimum  number of
samples that we require
(two per month),” he said.
“They only took one during
August and they should have
taken two.”

“In another grading
period, I believe July-
Septeinber 1979,” he said,
“they had a high coliform
average.”

*“This doesn't necessarily
mean that the water is bad,”
he continued. “‘Coliform is
an indicator organism..it
shows that there might be
some contamination there.”

“What they have to do is
go back and re-sample at the
same sampling point,” he
contirued. “This is what
they did and they got some
negative results.”

“This doesn’t necessarily
mean the water is bad,’”” he
repeated. “It (the coliform
bacteria) was just higher
than it should have been.
higher than what we
require.”

The Federal Safe Drinking
Water Act requires that the

tContinued on Page 2)

elected at the meeting to
replace three members of
the Board of Directors
whose terms are expiring.
New officers will also be
elected, he said.

Whitten, the  guest
speaker, is the elected
representative in the U.S.
Congress of the people of the
20 counties (including
Prentiss) of the First
District of Mississippi.

Born in Cascilla, Miss.,
Whitten is married to the
former Rebecca Thompson
of Saltillo. They have two
children, Jamie Lloyd
Whitten Jr. of Washington,
D.C., and Mrs. Beverly
Merritt of Arlington, Texas.

As a youngster, Whitten

attended Cascilla and
(Charleston public schools,
{graduating from Charleston
IHigh School in 1927. He
:attended the University of
Mississippi and the
University of Mississippi
School of Law. He was ad-
mitted to the Mississippi
iState Bar with the highest
iaverage in 1932.

In 1930-31, at the age of 20,
Whitten served as prineipal
of the Cowart Consolidated
School, Tallahatchie County.
He was elected to the
Mississippi House of
Representatives at age 21.

At the age of 23, he was
elected District Attorney of
the 17th  District of
Mississippi and was re-

elected twice before
resigning in 1941 after being
elected to the 77th Congress
in a special election. e

has been re-elected
thereafter.
Whitten holds mem-

bership in Omicron Delta
Kappa, Phi Alpha Delta
Fraternity and Beta Theta
Pi Fraternity. He is a
member of the Lions' Club, a
Rotarian and a Mason. He is
also a member of the
Charleston Presbyt-
erian Church.

As a member of the 9%th
Congress, Whitten s
chairman of the 54-member
Appropriations Committee,
and chairman of the

(Continued on Page 2)

MISS AMERICA VISITS NIORTHEAST —Miss America Cheryl Prewitt spent the day at
Northeast Junior College Momday for a full slate of events. In the top left photo she speaks
at a press conference while ini the right picture she poses with Lisa Hare of Booneville and
looks at her recent Banner Independent photo feature and in the bottom photo she is shown
in an autograph session with Jim Lamb of Northeast and escorts Barbara Keenum and
Della Martindale. (Photos bw Lee Gentry.)






