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In Shotgun Slaying

County Man Sought For Murder

A 23-year-old Prentiss
County man was still being
sought Wednesday morning in
connection with the Friday
night shotgun slaying of a
Booneville man just over the
Prentiss-Tippah  countyline.

At approximately 6:15 p.m.
Saturday, some 17 hours after
he was shot, Ricky Padgett, 27,
Route 3, Booneville, died at the
North Mississippi Medical
Center in Tupelo of a gun shot
wound to the head.

Officers said Padgett had
been hit by one pellet in the
right forehead from a double
“0” 12 gauge shotgun blast.
Another pellet struck him in
the right upper arm, Tippah
County officers said.

The Tippah County Sheriff’s
Office has issued a warrant for
the arrest of David L.
Berryhill, 23, of Prentiss
County, on a charge of murder
in connection with the
shooting, a spokesman for the
Tippah County Sheriff’'s
department said Sunday.

The shooting took place
about 11:30 p.m. Friday at
Padgett’'s home on Dry Creek
Road near the Prentiss-Tippah
county line, according to
Tippah County Deputy Sammy
Flake. There were four others
in the house at the time of the
“shooting, officers said.

Deputy Flake said following
the shooting three empty 12
gauge shells were found on the
roadin front of the house about
30 to 35 yards away.

Witnesses told officers that
Padgett was standing at the
front door when he was hit by
the blast from the shotgun.
They told investigators that

Padgett had asked Berryhill to
leave the howse after an
argument in which Padgett
reportedly hit Berryhill.

Deputy Flake said witnesses
told the officers; that Berryhill
left the house, got in his car
and pulled into the road.

He said that the witnesses
recalled that t'wo shots then
rang out and Padgett looked
around the door.. They said that
was when Padgett was hit by
the blast, the oifficers said.

Flake said that eight pellet
shots from the bilast were found
in the side of the: house and that
four penetrated the wall inside.

He said that no gun was
found inside the: house near the

door.

The original warrant of
attempted murder was
changed to murder, following
the Saturday death of Padgett.
A statewide alert for Berryhill
was issued by the law en-
forcement agency. He was
described as being five feet,
eight inches tall, 210 pounds
with brown hair and blue eyes.

The house on Dry Creek
Road, which Padgett was
renting and which was the
scene of the shooting, burned
early Monday morning.

A spokesman for the Tippah
County sheriff’s department
said a neighbor discovered the
charred remains of the house.

The Jumpertown Fire
Department responded to the
call at about 8:15 a.m., but the
house was already totally
destroyed, it was reported.
Firemen said they believed the
house burned sometime bet-
ween 12:30 and 8 a.m.

The spokesman for the
sheriff’s department said that
fhie did not know if the fire was
related to the shooting in-
cident.

The slain Padgett was a
Tippah County farmer.

Funeral services for Mr.
Padgett were held at 2 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 31, from the
McMillan Funeral Home
Chapel with Bro. Wilburn

Sharpe officiating. Burial was
in the Jumpertown Cemetery.

Survivors include his
grandparents, Mrs. Gertrude
Padgett and Mrs. Mattie
Thorne, both of Booneville; his
parents, Howard Padgett of
Route 3, Booneeville, and Mrs.
Edward Eaton of Lyons, Ili.;
two sons, Bruce Padgett and
Shea Padgett, both of the
home; one daughter, Lori
Padgett of the home; one half
brother, Eddie Eaton of Lyons,
Ill.; and three half sisters,
Sheene Eaton Jackson of
Booneville, Sherree Eaton and
Lisa Eaton, both of Lyons, IIl.

McMillan Funeral Home was
in charge of arrangements.

Update On The School Situation,

A Statement From Lex Cain

Prentiss Cowunty Superin-
tendent of Educcation Lex Cain
released a staftement to the
Banner-Indep«endent Wedn-
esday morning concerning the
county school situation.

A spokesmam for Mr. Cain’s
office said that. the purpose of
the statement is to bring the
people up to dlate on what is
happening in thie school system
since the approval of a
separate schooll district for the
city of Booneviille.

Mr. Cain's st:atement follows
in its entirety:

“During 1979, a group of
Booneville citizens decided to

form a Separate School
District. The ordinance
creating this district stated
that it would include only the
city limits of Booneville.
“The County Superintendent
of Education, in a letter to the
Editor, stated his eoncern
about exclusion of the ap-
proximately 1,000 students who
live outside the city limits who
now attend Booneville schools.
“The County Superintendent
of Education and Board of
Education were told by Dr.
Lovell of EFC and by the
Chairman of the Separate
School District Board of

Booneville Native Returns,

DR. CLIFF CARTWRIGHT

Booneville has a new doctor.

Dr. Cliff Cartwright, a
Booneville native, has
returned to set. up practice in
Family Mediciine. His offices
will be located on Washington
Street in the olld nurses home
across from the Northeast
Mississippi Hosspital.

Dr. Cartwright is a 1971
graduate of Booneville High
School. He atteended Northeast
Junior College' for 15 months
and then tiransfered to
Mississippi Stiate University,
which he attended for nine
months.

Cartwright was accepted at
the University of Mississippi
School of Medicine in Jackson
only two years after

New Director Named

To Regional Library

Elizabeth Cranwell Conaway
of Corinth has been named the
new director of the Northeast
Regional Library system,
which serves Alcorn,
Tishomingo, Prentiss, Tippah
and Benton counties with some
15 libraries.

The announcement of the
appointment was made by
Mrs. Emmons Turner of
Booneville, chairman of the
Library system's Board of
Trustees.

Mrs. Conaway succeeds Walt
Browne who resigned the post

earlier this month. She holds a
Masters of Liibrary Science
degree from Peabody College
in Nashville amd a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Stephens
College, Columbia, Mo.

A native of Florence, Ala.,
Mrs. Conaway was head of the
cataloging department at the
Memphis Publlic Library and
Information Center before
moving to Corinth with her
husband, Wallace W,
Conaway. He is an attorney
and a native of Burnsville.
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Vo-Tech to Register Night Classes
The Prentiss County Vocational-Technical School will have
registration and begin classes Monday, Jan.7, at 6 p.m. Courses

to be offered include

Bookkeeping,

Typewriting, Cake

Decorating, Electrical Wiring, Maintenance and Repair of
Farm Equipment, Automotive Tune-Up. and Welding.

Opens Medical Practice

graduating from high school.
Spending four years in the
program, he graduated from
medical school in 1976.

For the past three years,
Cartwright has been serving in
the University of Tennessee
Residency Program at the
Madison County General
Hospital in Jackson, Tenn.
While in the Residency
Program, he received ex-
perience in dealing with many
varied types of medical
situations.

Doctors who practice in the
field of Family Medicine, such
as Cartwright, have training
similar to that of General
Practioners, except for the
period of internship following
graduation from medical
school.

General Practioners are only
required to have one year of
internship following
graduation. A Board Certified
Family Practioner must
complete a three year
residency program and then go
before a certification board.
Recertification is required
every six years.

The practice of Family
medicine is a specialty field,
just like surgery or any other
specialty, Cartwright said.

Technically and legally,
Cartwright could have begun
the practice of medicine
three years ago, but he said he
feels the residency program
has better prepared him for his
own practice.

The Family Medicine
program is a relatively new
program, Cartwright said. The
program in which he par-
ticipated is only about five
years old, he said. The oldest
programs are only about seven
to 10 vears old, he added.

Dr. Cartwright is the son of
Merril T. and Laura Cart-

Continued on Page 2)

Trustees that these children
(those outside the city limits)
were of no concern to them,
that these students were the
concern of the County Board of
Education only.

“The Prentiss County Board
of Education submitted a long
range plan for consolidation of
the schools into three high
schools, eliminating the New
Site center.

“EFC considered this plan at
the same time they considered
the request for Booneville’s
Separate School District. EFC
approved the separate district.

“The Prentiss County Board
of Education submitted
another long range plan, this
time eliminating any reference
to the four Booneville Schools,
and calling for two high schools
in the county.

“EFC has refused to act on
the county’s long range plan,
giving as the reason that they
want to wait and see how many
students the county will have

and how many the city will
have. Even though neither
EFC nor the Separate School
District had any concern about
the students outside the city
limits at the time they formed
their separate district,
drawing its boundaries at the
city limits. They have now
become very interested in
these students.

“The Prentiss County Board
of Education, through its at-
torney, has requested opinions
on numerous questions con-
cerning transfer of property,
release or non-release of
students, etc. from the
Attorney General.

“On December 13, 1979, the
Mayor of the City of Booneville
called the County Superin-
tendent of Education and
stated that the Board of
Aldermen and Trustees of the
Separate School District
wanted Lo meet with the

(Continued on Page 2)

Three Charged
In County Break-Ins

Three suspects have been
arrested by the Prentiss
County Sheriff’s department in
connection with the burglaries
of three Prentiss County
grocery stores and a saw mill.

Prentiss County Sheriff
Ralph Martin said that Jamie
Woodruff, 18, Booneville;
Ricky Ward, 19, Booneville;
and Billy Ralph, 20, Route 4,
Booneville, were arrested and
charged with grand larceny in
connection with the burglaries.

The three grocery stores,
Burns Grocery at Altitude,
Phillips Grocery on Hwy 30
East and Gardner and Sap-
pington Grocery at Wheeler,
were broken into Saturday
night or Sunday morning, Dec.
29 or 30, the Sheriff said.

Prentiss County Deputy
Bobby Lambert said that
entry was made into the
Wheeler grocery store by
prying loose some planks and
crawling through a hole.
Entrance into the two other
stores was accomplished by
breaking windows in the doors.

Walden Saw Mill on East
Church Street was also
burglarized the same night.
The safe was opened and an
undetermined amount of
money taken.

A spokesman for Burns
Grocery said that cigarettes,
cigarette lighters. fireworks.
flashlights., tapes. gloves,
batteries and only a small
amount of monev was taken

from that store. An estimated
$600-$700 worth of merchandise
was taken, the spokesman
said.

Estimates on the value of
goods and money taken from
the other stores was
unavailable.

Sheriff Martin and Deputy
Lambert arrested the three
suspects Tuesday, Jan. 1
following a tip.

Deputy Lambert said that
the sheriff's department plans
to question the suspects about
other break-ins in the county.

All three suspects are
currently in the Prentiss
County jail.
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Turn Of A New Year

__ pir R

NOT A “FRAME”’ UP—Eveen though John Curlee, son of Mac and Martha Lewis Curlee
of Booneville, was slightly fraimed into doing this picture, he joins the Banner Independent
in wishing everyone a happy aind enjoyable New Year. Lets hope the turn of a new year and
the turn of a decade brings lhappiness to all. (Photo by Lee Gentry.)

Prentiss County Officials
To Take Oath Monday

Swearing in ceremonies for
Prentiss County’s newly
elected officials has been set
for 9 a.m. Monday, Jan. 7, in
the courtroom of the Prentiss
County courthouse, according
to Chancery Clerk Gene Gray.

The giving of the oath to the
officials will be the last official
act of Gray, who did not seek
re-election to that post in the
recent elections.

Prentiss County Sheriff-elect
John McCauley has asked that
school teachers in the county
excuse from classes Monday
morning those students who
have been chosen as honorary
deputies. McCauley said that
he wants them to attend the
swearing in ceremony and that
they should not miss more than
a half day of school.

McCauley said that almost
100 honotary deputies, ranging
in age from five years old to
teenagers, have been selected
from around the county and
have been invited to the
ceremony. He asked that they
all be at the ehourthouse by 8
a.m. Monday.

Three Fires Friday

The Sammy Miller residence
in the Hopewell Community
was totally destroyed by fire
around noon Friday, Dec. 28,
according to a spokesman for
the Booneville Fire Depart-
ment.

The cause of the fire at the
mobile home has not been
determined, he said. The
Marietta Fire Department also
responded to the blaze

The Hazel Hopper residence,
108 Anderson Street, received
some fire damage later the
same day when a fire started in
the attic around the chimney
shortly after 5 p.m.

The damage to the chimne)

and ceiling was minor, the fire
department reported.

A third fire the same day
occurred at about 9:25 p.m. at
a house on Route 4, Booneville,
being rented by Jane Barnes
from owner Jerry South.

The mobile home, which is
located near the Tommy
Strange Dairy Farm, received
only minor damage, it was
reported.

The fire started in the north
end of the home, possibly from
an electric heater which may
have been too close to a couch,
the {ire department reported.

Wheeler Fire Department
assisted in extenguishing the
blaze

Among those to take the oath
of office Monday are: John
McCauley, Sheriff; Phillip
Cole, Chancery Clerk: Travis
Cox, Circuit Clerk; Danny
Childers, Tax Assessor and
Collector; James H. Horn,
Coroner and Ranger; Lex
Cain, Superintendent of
Education; John A. Hatcher,
County Attorney;

Larry Barron, Supervisor
District 1; Jimmy Moore,
Supervisor District 2; J.P.
Davis, Supervisor District 3;
H.B. Lindsey Jr., Supervisor
District 4; William L.
McKinney, Supervisor District

9}

Leon Lauderdale, Justice
Court Judge District 1; Dexter
C. Cadle, Justice Court Judge
District 2; Dalton E. (Gene)
Prentice, Justice Court Judge
District 3; Billy Sartin, Justice
Court Judge District 4;
William Anderson, Justice
Court Judge District 5;

Gail Floyd, Constable
District 1; Robert W. Moore,
Constable District 2; Bob
Glover, Constable District 3:
Samuel Bridges, Constable
District 4; and John O,
(Bobby) Lambert, Constable
District 5.

Rienzi Man Charged
For Corinth Thefts

Charles Newman of Rienzi
was charged in Corinth for the
theft of several items in
Corinth over the Christmas
holiday weekend.

According to Corinth Police
Chief M.W. Baggett, Newman,
who is free on probation for
other larcenies, is charged
with the theft of tapes from
several cars, and expensive
Western hat, numerous games
and clothing, plus the purse,
coat and Notary Public seal of

a Savannah resident.

The police indicated there
may be other charges pending
against the man, dating back
over a period of several
months.

Newman went Dbefore
Corinth Municipal Judge
James Dean Friday morning,
Dec. 28, for a preliminary
hearing. Trial is expected to be
before Judge Neal Biggers in
Circuit Court at Juka sometime
after the first of the year.

Correction

A story on the front page of
last week’s paper stated that a
broken crossarm on TVA's
Burnsville to Tupelo 161,000
volt transmission line in-
terrupted power to the area
served by the Prentiss County
Electric Power Association on
Christmas Eve.

In actuality, the power
failure occurred at 1:15p.m. on

Saturday, Dec. 22, instead of
Monday, Dec. 24, as reported.

. The power was restored to the

Booneville area at 1:27,
although it took longer to
restore the power to some of
the other areas affected.

The Banner-Independent
regrets this error and is happy
{o make the correction.






