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School Issues Clarified
By EFC Executive

The recent decision by the
Prentiss County Board of
Education not to release
students from the county
school system to the newly
formed Booneville: Municipal
Separate School District has
sparked much controversy
among county residents who
wish their children to attend
the city schools.

Petitions requesting the
release of the students from
the county system are being
circulated in some sections of
the county for presentation to
the county board, despite the
vote taken by the board.

If the county board continues
to refuse to release the
students, parents can take
further action, according to
Dr. Frank Lovell Jr.,
Executive Secretary of the
Educational Finance Com-
mission in Jackson. It is
possible the parents may be
able to appeal the county
school board’'s ruling directly
to the Commission, he said.

“This is something we are
trying to get clarified now,” he
said Tuesday. “We're not sure
whether the Commission has
any authority in the matter or
not.”

“Up until 1972, he con-
tinued, ‘‘the Commissiosn
heard appeals from school
board decisions regularly on
student transfers. But then
there was a slight change in the
law which we really un-
derstood eliminated the
Commission’s authority in this

Days ‘til Christmas

matter. But there is one schwol
of thought that says the
Commission still has the
authority.”

“We want to find out exacitly
what our authority is, if any,”
he continued, ‘“so that any
decision which. is made will be
made on the basis of the right
information rather than on
someone’s conjecture.”

Lovell said that he submitted
the question to the state
Attorney General about two
weeks ago and expects to have
a ruling on it shortly.

“If the Attorney General
rules that the Commission does
have the authority to hear
appeals from the decision of
the county school board, then
their (the parents’) best course

of action would be to come to
the Commission. Whether they
could get what they want or not
(from the Commission) is
something I would not venture
to guess.”

If the Commission does not
have any authority in the
matter, Lovell said that any
parent can still take the matter

(Continued on Page 2)

Booneville Man Charged
In Baldwyn Robbery

A 26-year-old Booneville man
has been arrested and charged
with armed robbery and
simple assault in connectiion
with the robbery of a Baldwyn
liquor store Monday night,
Dec. 17.

James Raymond Chambers
was apprehended on Old High-

‘way 4 West near the (Old

Kemp’s Supermarket by
Prentiss County Deputies Joey
Cobb and Bebby Lambeert
shortly after 8 p.m. Monday

night.
The Baldwyn  Poliice
Department had put a

description of the suspect on
the state police radio met
following the incident at the
Baldwyn  liquor  store.
Chambers was returned to
Baldwyn to face charges.
According to Baldwyn Pollice
Chief Johnny Conlee, a black

Lori Huddleston

By AVERY LESTER

If you are very, very young,
you may ask ‘“What is
mistletoe?”’

If you are older, or even
very, very old, you may smile
at the word.

It does have a tendency to
renew a time in one’s life when
Christmas was the time the
young-at-heart would look for
misteltoe and save it for the
gathering of neighbors and
loved ones.

In some houses, a small
piece was hung on every door.

When you passed through, you
just might get kissed.

We smaller ones jumped and
shouted with glee everytime
daddy .would catch mother
under the misteletoe and give
her a great big kiss. She
always pretended she was
embarrassed, but now I know
she was just as happy as he
was to know she was loved.
Happy were the days!

I don’t remember many gifts
my dad gave mother, but he
always ordered her a rose bush
for her flower garden, whicth he
worked with tender, lowing
care. He always bragged to

male entered the Hilltop
Liquor Store sometime bet-
ween 7 and 8§ p.m. Monday
night. Bernice Tapp, who was
working in the store at the
time, said that he had noticed
the man hanging around for
about an hour-and-a-half,

before the incident, the police
chief said.

The man placed an order
with Tapp, but the store did not
have the particular item he
wanted, Conlee said. The man
left the store, but returned a

(Continued on Page 2)

EFC Postpones Hearing
Of County School Plan

The Educational Finance
Commission has postponed
consideration of the latest long-
range consolidation plan for
the Prentiss County School
System ‘“‘until we can deter-
mine exactly how many
children are going to be in

Davis, Sims
In Jumpertown

Runoff Election

Tuesday Jumpertown voters -

placed Murray Davis and
Jimmy ‘“Bud” Sims in the
runoff election for city
alderman.

This special election was
called to fill the position
vacated by the death of Claude
P. Keenum, who passed away
Sept. 26.

Mayvor Bobby Smart said
that Davis and Sims will face
each other in a runoff election
in about three weeks.

The tally in Tuesday’s
election gave Davis 53 votes;
Joe Morgan, 24; and Sims, 49.
More than half the registered
voters in the town voted in
the election.

others about her biscuits and
ham, and the <ried pies she
packed with his lunch. He
bragged about how the other
men would try to trade him out
of his lunch and mother
always smiled contentedly and
worked harder then ever to
make his home a place that
spoke of love to those who
came to share a meal, or just to
sit and chat for a while.

He bought her an organ and
she never had the time to learn
to play. But our neighbors who
could play, would come to
gather around and sing hymns.
They almost played the old

school in Booneville and how
many in the county.”

“Until we do that/” Dr.
Frank Lovell Jr., Executive
Secretary of the Commission
said Tuesday, “‘there is no way
we can make a real decision on
how many schools the county
needs.”’

The Commission had
originally scheduled a hearing
Monday on the latest long-
range plan from the county
school board. This latest plan
calls for two centrally located
high schools for the county
system, one west of Booneville
and one east of the city.

The Booneville city schools
were removed from the county
system, effective July 1, 1980,
by a ruling of the Commission
on Nov. 29 which established
the Booneville Municipal
Separate School District.

Since that time, the county
school board has voted not to
release students who reside
outside the Booneville city
limits from the county school
system so that they may attend
the city schools. Also, last
week, at Superintendent of
Education Lex Cain’s
recommendation, the school

(Continued on Page 2)

organ to death.

One of my jobs was to fill the
kerosene lamps and polish the
globes 'til they sparkled. At
twilight I would light them, sit
them on the organ and hold the
door open for the singers.
Sometimes you could hear the
singing long before they got to
the house.

Peanuts and popcorn and,
sometimes, lemonade were our
refreshments...or tea cakes
and buttermilk. i

We always loved this time of
year and sharing was a special
thing the whole neighborhood
did. Baked sweet potatoes with

Ho

me For The Holidays

HOME FOR CHRISTMAS—Jan Floyd of Booneville gathers
around the Christmas Tree here after returning home from with her par-ents, Mr. and Mrs. Rohert Floyd, before returning
school for the holidays. Jan is a junior at MUW in Columbus

majoring in Commercial Art. She plans to spend the holidays

to the W in January. (Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)

City Hall, Courthouse
To Close For Holidays

W.V. Horn president of the
Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors saidTuesday that
the courthouse will close
Friday, Dec. 21, at 5 p.m. for
the Christmas holidays and
will remain closed until
Wednesday morning, Dec. 26.

For the New Year's holiday,
the courthouse will close at
noon Saturday, Dec. 29,

reopening Wednesday mor-
ning, Jan. 2.

City Clerk June Hutchenson
said that the City Hall will
close Monday, Dec. 24, and
Tuesday, Dec. 25, for the
Christmas holiday. The City
Hall will close Tuesday, Jan. 1,
for the New Year’s holiday, she
said.

Early Deadlines
For Next Two Weeks

Due to the Christmas
Holiday next Tuesday,
deadlines for advertising and
news items, including columns
by our correspondents, have
been moved up.

All advertising, columns and
announcements must be in by 2
p.m. Friday, Dec. 21, to be
assured of appearing in the
Thursday, Dec. 27, edition of
the Banner-Independent,

The same early deadlines
will be in effect the following

butter jellies, dried fruit and
homemade gifts were the only
gifts given. They were always
gratefully received as well as
given. ;

When neighbors or loved
ones were down, and out,
everyone went to their rescue.
The color of their skin had
nothing to do with our feelings
for one another.

Mittie Belle was my closest
playmate. We often talked and
made big plans for Christmas.
We talked of what we would
love to give each other and
looked for hours at the Sears-
Roebuck catalogue that proved

week for the New Year’s
holidays.

All advertising,
correspondents’ columns and
announcements must be in by 2
p.m. Friday, Dec. 28, for the
Thursday, Jan. 3, edition of the
paper. ;

Both editions of the
newspaper will be published at
the normal time, but in order
for the employees to be abie to
enjoy the holidays with their
families, it is necessary for the
deadlines to be moved up.

to be a part of our education.
We learned that those things
were only for thé well-to-do and
our nickles and dimes would
never go far.

But at Christmas we ex-
changed gifts. I gave Mittie
Belle a small vanity case, the
pressed powder long gone.
Mother’s talc powder was
prelty good to put inside if
there was nothing else.

She gave me her favorite
slingshot, made from a piece of
wood with pieces of an old
inner tube cut in strips and a
piece of leather to hold the
rocks.

What’s Going On? 728-6214

Church of God to Have Christmas Program
The qumevil]e Church of God will present “Christmas Comes
to Detroit [Louie”” on Friday, Dec. 21. Everyone is invited to

attend.

Class of '64 to Reunite

The Boomeville High School class of ’64 will hold their 15-year

class reumion

" Saturday, Dec. 29, in the high school

cafeteria. All members are urged to attend.

Vo-Tech to Register Night Classes
The Prentiss County Vocational-Technical School will have
registration and begin classes Monday, Jan. 7, at 6 p.m. Courses

to be offered include Bookkeeping,

Typewriting, Cake

Decorating, Electrical Wiring, Maintenance and Repair of
Farm Equipment, Automotive Tune-Up, and Welding.

Shrine Club to Hold Annual Christmas Party

The Prentiss County Shrine Club will have their annual
Christmas Party and Supper at Robert Baygent’s cabin at Lake
Mohawk Thursday night, Dec. 20, beginning at 7. Ladies are
requested to bring a gift for a lady and men, a gift for a man.
The price range for the gifts is from $3 to $5.

Christian Academy Applications to be Accepted

Booneviille Christian Academy and Faith Baptist Mission will
be acceptiing applications for the Christian school Thursday and
Friday, Diec. 20-21. For further information, call the Rev. Bill

Johnson ait 728-3003.

FHA To Seell Florida Fruit

The Prentiss County FHA Chapter is selling Florida fruit. To
place an oirder, call 728-9259 during the day or 728-7695 at night.

‘Under The Mistletoe,” A Christmas Remembered ...

“Now,” ishe said, "vou can
learn to shoot a rabbit like your
brothers do...and be shore and
give us the rabbit.”

The misttletoe and holly and
edar trees; our fathers’ went to
zather in tthe woods for their
children’s; Christmas were
decoration for her family’s
:abin as wieell as our house and
were the greatest joy of our
lives. Love: has no partiality for
persons, bllack or white.

Great were our dreams.

When I heard of Mittie
Belle's passing some 40 years
later, I wept.

She had become a school
teacher, I a factory worker.
Yet our respect for each other
will live on. Sometimes a black
heart is given to a person with
white skin and a gold one to the
one with blatk.

Now, in front of my house is a
big oak tree, it’s top branches
covered with mistletoe.

The shaggy ole dog who lives
next door sees me standing in
the yard and offers me his paw
and kisses my hand.

“I wonder, ole felllow, if you
know you're under the
mistletoe tree.”

Have A Very Merry Christmas!!!






