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Whitten Voices
Support Of Guard

Congressman Jamie
Whitten, speaking at the
National Guard Armory in
Booneville Saturday, Dec. 1,
voiced his support of the
National Guard and Reserves,
saying that he would work to
secure financial support for
these ‘“‘citizen soidiers.”

Whitten, Chairman of the
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives Appropriations
Committee and a member of
the Defense Appropriations
Subcommittee, made his
remarks while touring
National Guard Armories at
Booneville, Baldwyn, Iuka,
Fulton and Tupelo.

Speaking in Booneville
before an assemblage of Guard
members and local officials,
Whitten said “we must look for
real contributions to our
Jdefense in the future (from the
Guard and Reserves), both
because of economics and also
to retain public support for
national defense.”

Whitten said “the Guard and
Reserves is the most patriotic
group we have. 1 have
always been a strong supporter
of these citizen soldiers, both
from a patriotic and economic
wiewpoint.”’

“More and more 1 find
recognition of my view that,
though we must retain a strong
and mobile regular military,
we must fit our real defense
into the econommy and into
American life witlh nation-wide

support,” Whitten continued.
This we can do only with a
strong National Guard and
Reserve.”

Whitten said ‘‘the military
service canmot meet

reasonable manpower targets
today at any price. We are
constantly reducing
educational requirements
under the present voluntary
enlistment programs and,
according to the press, many
recruiters are being charged
with misleading many of those
who do volunteer. Who knows
how many of these volunteers
would renew their contracts if
they were to face armed
conflict?”’

‘““While the Guard and
Reserve have public support,”
Whitten continueed, ‘‘l regret
that the regular seervices do not
have anything likke the public
support they desierve. In this
period whenthe dollar has lost
fifty percent of itis value since

(Continueed on Page 2)

At American Legion Buildling

Whitten Speaks in Booneville

Goodfellows Program Saturday

The thirtieth  annual
Goodfellow Fund Raising
Program will get underway
Saturday night, Dec. 8, at 8
p.m, It will be held in the
Americanlegion building and
will be broadcast over WBIP
radio.

A host of professional and

Beam oo
e

amateur talents. have been
lined up to provide en-
tertainment dluring the
program for the llive audience
at the Legion buillding and for
the radio listenitng audience.

Booked enterttainment to
date include the Singing Hills,
the Singing Eichoes, the

Country Sounds, Jim Whitley,
and the Misfits, a Bluegrass
band irom Tupelo. Local
recording artist Kim Whitley
will also be performing her
new record “Mr. Heartbreak
Mender.”” Other local talent
are also expected to appear on
the show.

THREE GOODFELLOWS—Drawing attention #to the fact that the annual Prentiss County
Goodfellows program will be broadcast from the Amnerican Legion building this Saturday night are
(from left) R.J. “Piggy” Bonds, Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb and “Happy” Harold Campbell.
Proceeds from the annual fundraiser will go for Christmas baskets for needy Prentiss County

amilies.

.

What’s Going On? 728-6214

Santa Claus is Coming to Town

Sponsored by the Uptown Merchants Association, Santa Claus
will be on the streets of Booneville from 3 to 5 p.m. every Friday
and from 2 to 4 p.m. every Saturday until Christrmas. All boys
yiand girls are invited to come by greet the jolly old fellow.

Open House for Perrigos

There will be an Open House Sunday, Dec. 9, frorm 2 to 4 p.m.
for Mr. and Mrs. Jacky Perrigo of the Pisgah Community.

Everyone is invited.

Second Showing at Faith Baptist Mission

The Faith Baptist Mission, Highway 30 East. will feature a
second showing of the Accelerated Christian Education slide
» bresentation at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 11. The presentation is
designed to show how Christian Education works;.

FHA To Sell Florida Fruit

The Prentiss County FHA Chapter is selling Florida fruit. To
place an order, call 728-9259 during the day or 728-7695 at night

In addition to the en-
tertainment, the audience will
be able to bid donated items,
such as homemade cakes,
hams, quilts and other items.

The goal for this year’s
program is set at $2,500.
Volunteers will be manning
telephones to take pledges as
the program is braodcast. The
numbers to call for making
pledges are 728-9975 and 728-
9970.

The funds raised during the
program are used to provide
year round financial help to
needy Prentiss County families
and individuals. This help
comes in the form of Christmas
baskets, clothing, groceries,
financial aid to those who have
suffered from the loss of their
homes due to fire or other
disasters, medicines and other
needed goods and services for
residents and transients.

The local civic clubs are
helping out by providing
volunteers for such jobs as
answering the phones and
keeping a running tab of the
donations.

Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb and WBIP employees
Harold Campbell and R.J.
“Piggy’’ Bonds will be masters
of ceremonies at the fund
raise,

Crabb pointed out that
anyone who would like to make
an advance donation could do
so at any of the local banks.

For Community Fire Protection

According to the minutes of
the Prentiss County Board of
Education, the board has voted
not to release any students
living outside the Booneville
city limits to attend the
Booneville Municipal Separate
School District.

This action means that
approximately half of the
students now attending the city
schools will have to attend
county schools when the
separate school system goes
into effect.

A proposal for a separate
school distsrict by the city’s
appointed Board of Trustees
was approved Nov. 19 before a
hearing of the Educational
Finance Commission (EFC) in
Jackson, thus establishing the
Booneville Municipal Separate
School District.

The boundaries the
separate district were
established to coincide with the
Booneville City limits. The
Separate School District is
slated to become effective July
1, 1980.

Dr. William Preston,
president of the Board of
*Trustees for the Booneville
Municipal School District has
previously stated to the
Banner-Independent that
parents of pupils who want to
attend Booneville schools, but
live outside the city limits,
musi go the the county school
board and request that their
child be released to attend a
city school.

“This is the only
requirement necessary and
means that ADA (Average
Daily Attendence) funds and
the territory of that student for
educational taxation follows
him,” Preston said. “The new
Booneville separate school
system by law must have this
permission before it can.accept
the students.”

The only other separate
school district in Prentiss
county is the Baldwyn
Separate School System. A
spokesman for the office of the
Prentiss County Superin-
tendent of Education said
Wednesday that, at least in the
last six years, there have been
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To New City School System

Student Releases Refused

no students released from the
county school system to attend
the Baldwyn schools.

A spokesman for the
Separate School District, in-
dicated that if the county
refused to release a student to
the city system, that student

could possibly seek a court
ruling on the matter. However,
the spokesman pointed out that
the initiative would have to be
om the part of the student, or
hiis parents, because the
separate school board itself

~c@annot, by law, take any such

For Schools Consolidation

steps.

According to the records, the
Prentiss County School Board
passed the proposal of not
releasing any of the county
students to the city system by a
vote of four approving the
proposal and one abstaining.

County Submits New Plan

Following the approval a
little over two weeks ago by the
State Educational Finance
Commission (EFC) of the
city’s separate school district
plan, the Prentiss County
Board of Education has
revised their long-range plan
for consolidation of the county
schools.

Meeting in executive session
Wednesday, Nov. 28, the board
approved the plan by a vote of
four approving and one ab-
staining. The plan, if approved,
will consolidate the county
schools into a system having
only two high schools, one west
of the city of Booneville and the
other east of the city.

A previous plan similar to
this one was submitted to the
EFC, but, because the
Booneville city schools were
taken out of the county system
with the approval of the
Booneville Municipal Separate
School District by the EFC on
Niov. 19, the eariler plan had to
be revised.

The new plan has been
swbmitted by mail to the EFC
amd a spokesman for the
county Superintendent’s office
said that the board hopes the
EIFC will place the plan on its
Diec. 17 meeting agenda.

The spokesman said that if
tine EFC approves the plan, the
board would begin plans im-

For County Residents

mediately to implement it.

A bond issue would be one of
the possible means of financing
school construction under the
new plan. The school board
spokesman indicated that the
board has an estimate on
construction costs, but
declined to release the figures,
saying that more study was
needed on the matter.

Under the new plan proposed
by the county, the New Site
attendance center would close,
but elementary and junior high
centers would remain in Hills

Chapel, Jumpertown,
Marietta, Thrasher and
Wheeler.

Rat Control Program Begun

Greg Geno, District
Sanitarian with the State
Board of Health, estimated last
week that there is ap-
proximately one rat per person
in Prentiss County. Each rat
does about $20 worth of
damage per year in spoiled
foods and other damages he
said.

Based on the Yellow Creek
Watershed Authority's
projected estimate of a
population of 22,403 persons in
Prentiss County in 1980, this
means that rats could do about
$448,060, or almost half-a-
million dollars, worth of

damage in the county next

Letters To Santa
Deadline Nears

Christmas is drawing nearer and letters to Santa from local
boys and girls are arriving daily at the Bannei-Independent.

Any local boy or girl who has not yet written Santa and would
like to have their letter included in the special Christmas edition
should do so immediately. There is only one week remaining if
you want your letter to appear in the paper.

All letters to be published must be in by Friday, Deec. 14. Any
letters received after that date will not appear in the paper, but

will be forwarded to the jolly

old fellow at the North Pole.

Send your letters to Santa Claus, ¢ o The Banner-Independent,
P.0O. Box 269, Booneville, MS 38829, or bring them by the
newspaper office at 210 Main Street.

Mini-Pumpers Recommended

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is
the second in a series of ar-
ticles dealing with an
Emergency Response Plan
developed by the Yellow Creek
Watershed Authority.

The purpose of the plan is to
increase the effectiveness of
the county’s emergency ser-
vices, allowing units to respond
to emergency situations in the
least amount of time possible.

The plan has been submitted
to the Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors and the Prentiss
County Emergency Response

Committee for study. These
officials will then decide if it is
economically feasible to im-
plement some, or all, of the
suggestions made in the plan.

Today's article deals with
fire protection in the county.

Prentiss County is largely a
rural area approximately 22
miles by 19 miles containing a
total land area of ap-
proximately 418 square miles.
According to a projection by
the Yellow Creek Watershed
Authority. the county will

contain approximately 22,403
people in 1980.

This population is distributed
in the relatively small towns
and communities of
Booneville, 6,300 people;
Baldwyn, 1,500; Cairo, 580;
Jumpertown, 760; Marietta,
950; New Site, 840; Thrasher,
1,350; and Wheeler, 3,500, with
the remainder of the
population distributed
throughout the rural areas of
the county. The population
density is approximately 53.6
per square mile, according to

the Watershed Authority.

This scattering of the
population throughout the
county is what makes a
workable response plan so
difficult to develop while
keeping within reasonable
financial limits.

In order for response times
to be reduced appreciably,
major fire and rescue units
with trained personnel must be
disbursed throughout the
county.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Inorder to combat the rodent
problem, the State Board of
Health, in cooperation with the
Biooneville Board of Aldermen,
Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb and the Prentiss County
Bloard of Supervisors, has
sttarted a campaign to rid the
county of the rats.

Geno, along with personnel
from the city and the county,
worked last week to mix ap-
proximately 4,600 pounds of rat
poison which is now available
to county residents free of
charge.

The Environmental
Protection Agency will not
allow the rat poison to be
disbursed to individual county
residents by local officials,
Geno said, but the county can
make the poison available at
various distribution centers
located about the county where
Prentiss Countians can go to
get the poison.

The poison, which was mixed
by hand by city and county
employees at the Street
Department shed, is a mixture
of cornmeal, sugar and pivalyl,
ain anticoagulant. It can be
piicked up at the Fire Depart-
ment located in the Booneville
City Hall building or at any one
of the five district supervisor’s
sheds. Persons receiving the
poison will be required to sign
a form, for record-keeping
purposes.

Weeks Til

Scott Nunley

Geno urged all those who use
the poison to carefully follow
the directions on the bags. The
poison is relatively safe, he
added, but stressed that it
should be kept away from
children and pets.

It will probably take several
doses per rat to kill the
rodents, Geno said. However,
about three bags per family
should get the job done, he
added. In the beginning, the
amount of poison distributed
will be limited to that amount.

(Continued on Page 2)

Parade

Winners
Announced
Despite the cold tem-

peratures, another Christmas
parade has come and gone and
all that is left now is the
memory of the gayly decorated
floats and the marching bands
and the pretty girls...and the
naming of the winners in the
different categories of the
parade.

Eddie Wood, spokesman for
the organizing committee for
the parade, released the names
of the winners to the Banner-
Independent.

(Continued on Page 2)
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