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New Property Tax Exemption
To Take Effect January 1

A new property tax exemp-
tion for disabled persons will
take effect Jan. 1, 1980, ac-
cording to Prentiss County Tax
Assessor-Collector Sarah
Smith Cummings.

The 1879  Mississippi
Legislature amended section
- 27-33-5 of the Mississippi Code
of 1972, Mrs. Cummings said,
to provide a new property tax
under the Hemes‘ead Law for
persons qualify for
disability under the Federal
Social Security Act. This new
exemption is (o become ef-
fective Jan. 1.

Mrs. Cummings said last
week that her office has
received numerous questions
from local residents about this
new property tax.

According to Mrs. Cum-
mings, the new law provides
the same exemption for per-
sons drawing Social Security
disability as disabled veterans
and persons 65 years old have
been drawing for a number of
years.

Wio

The new law also removed
the two cents per acre forestry
tax that all otherwise exempt
property owners have had to
pay in the past, Mrs. Cum-
mings said.

However, the new law did not
mention the one mill tax for the
Tenn-Tom Waterway bridges
which was established in 1976
and was not exempt under the
Homestead Law. Mrs. Cum-
mings said that the status of
this bridge tax is not clear at
this time since no specific
reference was made to it in the
amendment.

Mrs. Cummings said that,
beginning in January, persons
who qualify for the new
disability exemption must
bring proof of their disability
under the Social Security Law
when they sign their

Homestead Exeemption ap-
plication. They wrould then be
exempt from taixes on the
next tax roll, payable in
January of 1981.

“This means that the newly
exempt persons ‘will have to

pay property taxes only one
more time,” Mrs. Cummings
said.

The new law applies to
Homestead Real Property only
and does not include vehicle
taxes,” she pointed out.

Local Christmas Parade
Tomnight At 6 p.m.

The annual Boomneville Christmas parade will be held tonight,

beginning at 6 p..m.

The parade wiill form on Bridge street, turning left onto
Market Street amd crossing the overhead bridge. The parade
will then turn rigght onto College Street, left onto Court Street,
left onto Main Strmreet, left onto Market Street, right onto College
Street, right ontwo First Street, and finally, left onto Church
Street. The paraide will disband in the First Baptist Church

parking lot.

& ’arade spokesiman Eddie Wood urged all participants in the
parade to be on Bridge Street near the Blue Bell parking lot
promptly at 5 p..m. to begin forming the parade.

ARC Program
Could Benefit Area

The economic income of
Northeast Mississippi could be
doubled during the next 10
years through the promotion of
new farm development in the
area, according to an official of
the Big Ten Development
Association.

Speaking last IMonday night
at the Haney Ulnion of Nor-
theast Junior Ciollege before
the annual membership
meeting of the Biig Ten, Harry
Martin explaimed how a
proposed Ajppalachian
Regional Commiission (ARC)
small farm enterprise
program can beenefit the 10

What’s Going On? 728-6214

Gospel Singing at Antioch Baptist Church
There will be a gospel singing Saturday night, Dec. 1, at the
Antioch Baptist Church, beginning at 7. The Landmark Quartet

will be the featured singers.

Holy Land Slides to be Shown

Bro. W.E. Sharp will show slides of the Holy Land at the Old
Friendship Church located on Highway 4 east off New Site on
Saturday night, Dec. 1, beginning at 6.

Open House for Dunahoos

Bud and Dot Dunahoo will host an open house at 'their home on
Par Drive Sunday, Dec. 1, from 2 until 4 p.m,

Shrine Club to Meet Tonight

The Prentiss County Shrine Club will meet Thursday, Nov. 29,
at 7 p.m. at the Town Motel. Out of town guests are expected to

attend

county Northeast Mississippi
area.

“This is a wonderful project
for the areas that are not as
heavily industrialized,” said
Martin, a key industrial
development leader for the Big
Ten area.

“I'm really excited about the
program,” he continued. “I
would like to see, at the end of
this decade, us get agricultural
income as high as industrial
income."”

According to Martin, such an
approach towards agriculture
would enable the area to bring
meore economic income into the
Big Ten area, consisting of
Alecorn, Chickasaw, Itawamba,
Lee, Monroe, Pontotoc,
Prentiss, Tippah, Tishomingo
and Union counties.

“What we are saying here
with this proposed program is
that we are trying to keep
industrial income comjng,”
Martin said. “We do not need
to de-emphasize industry; but
with  the increase of
agricultural development, we
can double the economic in-
come of the area in the next 10
years.

““And for the poorest region
in the poorest state, that's
quite an accomplishment.” he
added.

Big

Ten Second Vice

(Continued on Page 2)

To Local Officials

Plan For County Presented

The first step toward
developing a countywide
emergency response system
for Prentiss County has been
taken.

At a meeting on Nov. 8, an 81-
page Emergency Response
Plan, prepared by R. Edwin
Hunley and Louis C. Bohor-
foush of the Yellow Creek
Watershed Authority (YCWA),
was presented to the Prentiss
County Supervisors and
members of the Prentiss
County Emergency Response
Committee.

The plan, developed by the
YCWA through the support of a
Farmer’s Home
Administration’s Area
Development Assistance
Planning Grant, includes a
comprehensive survey of what
emergency services are

TOYS NEEDED—The NEMJC D.E.C.A. Club is sponsoring a Christmas Party for the Prentiss

currently available in the
county and makes suggestions
on how to increase and im-
prove the emergency services
coverage in the county.

In the 81-page plan drawn up
by Hunley and Bohorfoush,
they state:

“It is not the purpose of this
planto criticize existing people
who are working hard to serve
their communities. By and
large, individuals and units are
providing service as best they
can, given their equipment,
existing operational
procedures and financing. It is,
however, the purpose of this
plan to make suggestions for
changes whereby Prentiss
County can greatly increase
the effectiveness of its
response system and at a
reasonable cost.”

County Child Development Program in Booneville, which is funded by Title 20 of the Miss. St. Dept.
of Public Welfare and the St. Dept. of Education. The D.E.C.A. Club is asking you to help out and
give your toys to the children. The Toy Box is located at the entrance of Wal-Mart and will be there
till Dec. 3.D.E.C.A. members shown from left to right are, Rhonda McCauley, Sherry Lambert,
Doril Sanders and Phyllis Smith. (Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)

Local Low Income Residents

To Receive Help On Bills

Low income Prentiss County
residents who find themselves
facing a heating crisis this
winter because they are unable
to pay their heating utility bills
are able to receive some help
from the government, ac-
cording to the Northeast
Mississippi Community Action
Agency.

The agency reports that the
Governor’s Office of Human
Resources announced on Nov.
19 the release of Energy Crisis
Assistance Program funds for
just that purpose. Assistance
money for Alcorn, Prentiss and
Tishomingo County residents
will be channeled through the
Community Action Agency.

According to the local
agency, these grants are
limited to the payment of
current utility bills. Payments
will be sent directly to the
energy vendor and not to any
individuals.

The Community Services
Administration, which has
made the funds available
throughout the United States,
has set up eligibility
requirements for applicants.
According to these guidelines,
an applicant must have a
poverty level income to be
eligible.

Those eligible for assistance
fall within four categories. The
low income elderly will receive
first priority: the low income
handicapped. second priority:
low income unemployed, third
priority; and the low income
employed, fourth priority.

The Community Action
Agency said that funds in the
program are limited and the

grants will be made on the
priority basis.

“It is expected that many
otherwise eligible persons will
not receive grants because of
this limitation of funds,” a
spokesman for the agency
said.

However, persons falling in
the low income poverty level
category and who are ex-
periencing or expect to ex-
perience an energy crisis
should contact their local
Neighborhood Service Center
to submit an application.

The Neighborhood Service
Center for Prentiss County is
located in the courthouse in
Booneville, phone 728-8141. In
Alcorn County, the Center is
located in the Corinth City
Hall, phone 287-5546. In
Tishomingo County, the Center
is located in the courthouse in
Iuka, phone 423-3842.

An applicant should carry
with him to the center his
current utility bill which he
cannot pay and some proof of
whatever income he has had
within the past three to twelve
months.

The agency encouraged
persons not to wait until a
crisis does occur, if possible,
but to contact the Neigh-
borhood Service Center now.
Other help or information may
be available.

The Northeast Mississippi
Community Action Agency has
offices located in the Bank of
Mississippi building in Corinth.
The Rev. Nolen U. Embry is
executive director of the
agency and Hardy C. James is
the Energy Crisis Assistance

Program Coordinator.

James said that, if questions
or problems should arise
during the program, he will be
available to both potential
applicants and other interested
parties by phoning 286-9262.

In order to bring about this
increase in effectiveness, the
authors of the plan say that
major changes are needed in
the ways emergency situations
arce handled.

"They summerize the current
sittuation as follows:

-~There is no systematic

countywide method for
ressponding to individual
ermergencies.

--Volunteer fire companies
amd rescue squads are not
adlequately equipped nor are
thiey properly trained.

---Coordinated communic-
at:ions are unreliable in many
sittuations and virtually non-
excstant in others.

---There are not enough
response units distributed
abbout the county to give the
necessary coverage to meet

the response goals.

The purpose of the
Emergency Response Plan are
two fold: one, to develop ways
to reduce the time it takes for
emergency responders to
reach the scene of an
emergency situation, such as
highway, home and industrial
accidents, medical
emergencies, fires and
hazardous substance releases;
and, two, to insure that
properly trained manpower
(both paid and unpaid) is
available to offer proper
response to these situations at
the scene and to make the total
response system work.

The ultimate goal of the plan
is to bring appropriately
trained and equipped response
personnel to the scene of an

(Continued on Page 2)

Autos, Guns Stolen

In City Last Week

Booneville Police Chief W.W.
Sitacy reported Tuesday that
tthe police department has
issued warrants for the arrest
off a suspect in the theft of a
1979 Ford Thunderbird from
tthe Foodway parking lot
F'riday night, Nov. 23.

Chief Stacy said that the car
wras owned by Cartwright Ford
off Booneville, but had been
leased to a young couple who
hiad recently had their
awutomobile destroyed in a
wreck. He said that the couple
aipprently left the keys in the T-
Biird while shopping.

“We have information on
who took the car,’”’ Chief Stacy
said, “and warrants have been
issued for his arrest.”

In another incident, a 1979
Buick Sky Hawk was taken
Monday night, Nov. 26, fropj
the yard of the Clay Perry
residence on Davis Street. The
car belonged to Perry’s
dlaughter, Wanita, Stacy said.

Neither of the two cars had
been recovered as of Tuesday
afternoon.

Stacy urged all residents to
e sure to remove their keys
and lock all doors when leaving
ttheir cars unattended.

For Christmas Edition

“Thieves can still get in the
car with the door locked,” he
said, “But it will take longer
and someone may see them
and report them.’”

Last Tuesday, Nov. 20, four
rifles were taken from the
David Scarborough residence.
These guns included two 12
gauge shotguns and two 3 mm
rifles, one of which was an
antique.

Another gun, a .22 caliber
rifle, was taken Wednesday,
Nov. 21, from a truck owned by
Ricky Palmer. Palmer’s truck
was parked at the veterinarian
clinic near the Sale Barn at the
time.

The police department
reported that they had a geod
lead as to who took the rifle
from Palmer’s truck, but no
arrests have been made at this
time.

Also, a television, an 8-{rack
tape player with AM-FM radio,
and a digital clock were taken
from a trailer in the Goodwin
Trailer Park Monday night,
Nov. 26. The items taken
belonged to Billy Williams,
who is the occupant of the
trailer.

Stacy said that all the thefts
are still under investigation.

Letters To Santa Requested

With less than four weeks left
until Christmas, it is once
again time for Prentiss County
boys and girls to write their
letters to Santa Claus.

As in the past, the Banner-
Independent will be publishing
letters to Santa Claus from
local boys and girls in the
annual Christmas edition of the
paper.

Since there will only be two
more issues of the paper before
the Christmas edition, it is
important that the letters be
written as soon as possible.

By writting the letters now,
stating what you would like
Santa to bring you, the Banner-
Independent can publish your
letter and Santa canread in the
paper what you would like for
Christmas.

Please sign your letter, in-
cluding your full name, age
and address and mail the letter
to Santa Claus, ¢/o The Banner-
Independent, P.O. Box 269,
Booneville, MS. 38829. Or, you
may bring your letter by our
office across from the City

Hall, if you like.

In order to appear in our
Christmas edition, all letters
mmust be in by Friday, Dec. 14.
fAny letters received after that

Weeks Til Christmas

date will be forwarded to Santa
at the North Pole, so boys and
girls will not have to worry
about Santa not getting their
letters.

Tonya McAnally






