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Miss America:

Lher}l Preuwitt

Three From Here
At Pageant

Three Prentiss Countians
were among the audience at
Atlantic City, N.J. Saturday
night  who watched
Mississippi’s Cheryl Prewitt
crowned Miss America 1980.

Cheri Windham, Miss
Prentiss County, her mother
Mrs. Kenneth Windham and
Prentiss County pageant
director Doug Holland were
among the delegation of
Mississippians who watched
the Ackerman young woman
walk away with the national
crown and over $20,000 in
scholarship money.

The Mississippi delegation
left Starkville last Tuesday
afternoon and arrived at
Atlantic City in time to watch
the reigning Miss Mississippi
go through all three nights of
preliminary competition.

The climax to the months of
preliminary work that began
with her coronation as Miss
Mississippi came late Satur-
day night with her tearful stroll
down the runway of Convention
Hall.

It was a triumph that
overcame tremendous ob-
stacles, including one doctor’s
prediction that she would
never walk again following a
car accident when she was 11.

The smashup left one leg
crushed and two inches shorter

Eye Donor Lit The B

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Cyndi Michael is gone,
claimed by a tragically early
death. But her death brought
the miracle of sight to a pair of
people who never knew her but
are forever grateful she lived.

Cyndi died suddenly one
afternoon in her Booneville
home. Her passing triggered a
whirlwind series of events that
touched two states within
hours, finally ending on a pair
of operating tables before
dawn less than 24 hours later.

Several people close to the
situation recalled the chain of
events that began with a death,
but ended under operating
room lights and the skilled
hands of surgeons in Memphis
and Jackson.

Mrs. Sylvia Salts of E.E.
Salts and Son Funeral Home,
recalled that ‘‘we received a
call late that afternoon from

than the other. She also
overcame a cr:acked back and
100 stitches in her face.

At anews conference Sunday
that was attended by the three
Prentiss Cowntians, Miss
America said tlhat a ““miracle”
made her showtened leg nor-
mal.

She said thait when she was
17, she prayed at a faith-
healing Biblie meeting in
Jackson, and hier shortened leg
grew back to) normal “in a
matter of seconds.”

“It was a mniracle. In my
lifetime, I havre had a healing
of my left leg, a cracked back
and 100 stitchees in my face. I
think you can see that I have
been miracullously - healed.”

Cheri said ithat before the
final judging began, ‘there
was no doubt ;about her being
the next Miss America.” The
other two members from this
county echoed the assessment,
saying ‘“there was something
special in the air.”

Following the news con-
ference, the three attended the
coronation ball, Doug summed
it up as ‘“‘one oif the most lavish
affairs 1 have: ever attended.

“We were lucky enough to be
seated at the tzable with Kylene
Barker Miss Aimerica 1979 and
her parents. W/e all had a great
time.

“We're all gilad to have been
invited by Cheeryl's parents to

(Continued on Page 2)

her husband Clharles, advising
us that Cyndii was an eye

donor.”
Mrs. Salts said that ap-
parently no tone knew that

Cyndi hadagrreedto become a
donor. The n¢ed to quickly
remove the eyees and get them
to the Lions Mississippi Eye
Bank-no one was available
locally who cowld remove the
eyes--resulted iin Jim Burleson
being called ifrom the New
Albany Funerall Home to do the
work.

Eye Bank officials, mean-
while, had been notified of
Cyndi's death. They contacted
both the Prentiss County
sheriff's department and the
Highway Patrol. sociing a
vehicle to carry the eyes on
‘heir journey. Iveither
department cculd spare a

u
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By County Supervisors

$2.4 Million Budget OK’ed

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Prentiss County Board

of Supervisors Tuesday
morning OK’ed a 1979-80 fiscal
year balanced budget

projecting total expenses of
about $2,454,000.

“It's a tight budget, but it's
balanced,” state auditor
Howard McDonald said while
explaining the mechanics of

the document.

“If any expected sources of
income fall off or unexpected
expenses develop it could

throw the budget out of
balance,”” he added.
The supervisors’ relief at

having work on the budget
completed was reflected in the
comment one made following
the vote: “We're glad to have
this behind us. We can always
breathe a little freer.”

The three largest areas of
expense include $997,648
budgeted to the common
county fund, $504,549 set aside
for payment of bonds, and
$952,420 devoted to the five
road districts.

The county millage total of
118.59 was left unchanged, but
some modifications were
made. The county school
district indebtedness fund was
reduced from 1.5 mills to zero.

P
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Road bond millage for the first,
second, fourth and fifth
districts was raised from four
mills to four and a half. Road
bond millage for the third
district was raised to four from
three, according to budget
figures.

Major areas of expense in
the common county road fund
include $111,000 for Northeast
Junior College, $106,000 for the

(Continued on Page 2)

Three Independents File

Three
qualified

men have
independent

area
as

candidates to seek three
separate county offices, ac-
cording to records on file in the
Prentiss County courthouse.

Benny Stennett qualified to
sheriff,

run for Doyle

Livingston will seek the con-
stable’s office in Dist. 4 and
William L. Phillips will seek
the Dist. 5 justice court judge
office.

The deadline for filling as an
independent candidate was 5
p.m. last Friday. Stennett filed

A

Thompson and Green look over a terrace,

on Sept. 5 while the other two
men qualified on Sept. 7,
records indicated.

By state law, at least 50
qualified voters must sign the
petitionof a man who seeks to
run independently in a district
of 1,000 or more people.

Underground

drainage pipes allow system to function by collecting water,

Terracing Betters Farming

For County Residents Here

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

A new wrinkle in farming-—
smoothing out gully-ridden
land by terracing it--is
beginning to change the face of
farming in Prentiss County.

But unlike most terracing,
which is designed to follow the
contours of a hillside, the new
terraces are built across gully-
ridden or badly eroded draws.
The net result is that more
previously-unworkable  land
cannow be cultivated, and that
meansmore farm money for
both individual farmers and
this area.

There are only about five
areas in the county where the
new terracing system is being

cruiser, Mrs. Salt's son, Mike
then agreedto drive the eyes to
Memphis. There a waiting
helicopter flew one to
University Medical Center in
Jackson, while the other eye
was used at Methodist Hospital
in Memphis. Both corneas
were sugically implanted
hours later.

Underscoring the urgency
was the medical fact that
donor eyés must be removed
and the corneas reimplanted
within 24 hours to have the
greatest chance of success

“One cornea went to a 21-
vear old girl who had been
blind in both eyes since birth,
while the other went to a blind
man in Methodist Hospital."
explained Ann S. Crapps.
administrator of the

- Mississippi Lions Eye Bank in

used, and the total acreage
involved is small compared to
total county farm acreage.

Still, District Soil Con-
servationist Tony Thompson
expects the concept to spread
as farmers learn more about
the new system, which is
designed to hold soil previously
lost to erosion and level out the
areas between terraces to
allow better farming.

One firm supporter of the
terracing concept is Roy
Green, who owns a farm just
outside Marietta.

Green built seven terraces
earlier this year on about 60
acres of his farm he described
as ‘‘one of the worst sections in
the county.”” He described the
land as severely eroded and

guillied before he started.
Working the land with a
tractor, scraper pan and
bulldozer enabled him to pile
up the four steep-side narrow
top terraces. The earth that
was pushed into the terraces
resulted in flatter areas bet-

ween the terraces, and that
meant more farmable
acreage.

Construction of the terraces—
five are 1500 ft, long and the
other two are 500 ft long --
wasn’t a complete answer to
the water-carved erosion that
scars one small section of
Green's otherwise bountiful
farm. But it helped.

“I still have erosion
problems, but they're not as

(Continued on Page 2)

ackness

Jackson.

‘“A coronary transplant
means only the donor corneas
are used, not the entire eye.
The clear cornea that curves
over the front of the donor eye
is removed.

““The recipients’ clouded
corneas were removed and the
new corneas sutured into the
eves in their place It is a
tedious operation, performed
entirely under microscope,
that usually takes about one
hour and 15 minutes to per-
form,"” she said.

She said that two advantages
of the operation are that there

are no blood 'vessels to
reconnect, and a tissue match
is not required between the
smaller-than-a-dime cornea

and its new home

She added that most cornea
transplant recipients report
much improved vision when

bandages are taken off several

days after the operation.

The Eye Bank serves as a
“middle man” between donors
and patients needing eyes.
After a person's name is
registered on a list, receiving
an available cornea is done on
a ‘“‘first come, first served”
basis, she said.

She added that since the Eye
Bank was founded six years
ago, more than 430 persons
have had sight restored
through surgery. But there are
far more blind people than
eyes available for them, she
said.

“Anyone can become an eye
donor, regardless of age, vision
problems or previous eye
surgery. Donated eyes can be
used to restore sight. for
research into blindness, or as
part of a corneal surgery
training program for new
surgeans. she concluded

Officials in the county Cir-
cuit Clerk’s office checked the
signatures last week, stopping
after they found at least 50 on
each man’'s affadavit. The
Prentiss County Election
Commission verified the
results Monday.

Heart
Head

Chosen

Appointment of Mrs. Thelma
Rogers as memorial gifts
chairman of the Prentiss
County Heart Association was
announced today by Mrs.
Helen Jones, president.

‘‘Memorial gifts,”” Mrs.
Rogers said, “are donations to
the Heart Association in
tribute to relatives or friends
who have died from heart
disease, as well as gifts to
mark birthdays, anniversaries
and other special occasions.”

In Prentiss County, Mrs.
Rogers said, memorial gifts
have supported blood pressure
screenings and training in
cardio pulmonary
resuscitation.

“Memorial gifts to the Heart
Association honor those who
have died,” Mrs. Rogers said,
“but they also give hope to the
living because they are sup-
porting research, education
and community programs
designed to combat America’s
number one killer, -car-
diovascular diseases.

“To make a memorial gift,
Mrs. Rogers suggested, ‘“‘send
us the name of the person to be
honored, the name of the
person to be notified of the gift,
and your own name and ad-
dress, along with the check or
money order. Send it to
Prentiss County Heart
Associaton, 102 Bishop,
Booneville or call 728-7844 for
more information.”

What's Going On? 728-6214 |

KIRKVILLE BAPTIST Church invites you to Revival Sept.
16-21 at 7:30 nightly. The preacher is Bro. G.L. Ford, according
to pastor, Hulon Chaney.

HOMECOMING SERVICES AT Calvary Baptist Church in
Marietta will be held Sunday, Sept. 16. Services will be at 11
a.m. followed by dinner at noon. Singing will begin at 1:30.
Featured are the Glory Road Singers from Nettleton, according
to Bro. Bernice Barnes from Belmont.

A HOMECOMING will be held at Calvary Baptist Church in
Marietta on Sunday, Sept. 16, beginning at 10 a.m. with services
at 11 and dinner at noon. Featured will be the Glory Road
Singers, according to Pastor 0.B. Barnes.

THE CHURCH OF GOD at Wheeler will be conducting revival
Sept. 17-22 with Bro. W.D. Sumrall pastor of the Ward Valley
Church near Monticella. According to Pastor Culen Smith.

THERE WILL BE A special singing at Smith Chapel Baptist
Church Sunday, Sept. 16, at 1:30. Featured singers will be The
Jenkins Family of Belmont, according to the pastor, Curtis
Briley.

THE BOONEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL Boosters Club will meet
tonight at the George E. Allen Library at 7:30 p.m. Anyone
interested in all the Athelete programs may attend. There will
be a color video film shown of the Booneville Saltillo game.

THERE WILL BE a gospel singing at Blythes Chapel United
Methodist Church, located nine miles east of Booneville, on
Sunday afternoon, Sept. 16, at 1:30 p.m. Featured singers are
the Servants Quartet. The singing will be preceeded by lunch at
12:30 p.m. and regular worship services at 1 p.m. according to
Johnny Duvall, pastor.

A GOSPEL SINGING will be held Saturday night, Sept. 15 at
7:30 p.m. at Lakeview Bible Believing Church. The special
singers will be The Huggins Family.

BOONEVILLE CHURCH OF GOD Homecoming services wili
be held Sunday, Sept. 16. Featured singers will be the Lakey
Family.

THE MEADOW CREEK UNITED Methodist Church, located
on Meadow Creek Road, south of Booneville, will conduct
Revival Services Friday, through Sunday, Sept. 14-16, at 7:30
nightly. The Rev. .M. Halbert of New Albany will preach on
Friday, Rev. Don Sparks of Booneville will preach on Saturday
and the Rev. Perk Perry of Jumpertown will preach on Sunday
night. Special singing will be featured each night, according to
Pastor, C.D. Edge.

A FLYING SAFETY MEETING will be held at Northeast
Misississippi Junior College, Frank Haney Building, Tuesday
September 18, at 7 p.m. Everyone is invited, especially pilots
and would be pilots. Harris E. Weise, Memphis General
Aviation District Office (FAA) will give the program call Gene
McCarthy at Booneville Baldwyn Airport at 365-8811 for more
information.

THE PRENTISS COUNTY Retired Teachers Association will
meet at 10 a.m. Thursday Sept. 20, at the George E. Allen
Library. Superintendent Julian Prince of the Tupelo City
Schools will be the principal speaker. Members and friends of
the association are urged to bring a “Potluck” lunch which will
be served at noon.

THE V.F.W. & Ladies Auxiliary meeting will be held Friday
night, Sept. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the VFW Building. All members
are urged to come and enjoy a free meal. Dues are now being
collected for this year.

THE INDEPENDENT Order of Forresters is sponsoring a
Gospel Singing Sept. 15, Saturday night at the Community
Center at 7 p.m.

CALENDAR SALES—Helen Jlones, Neola Cleveland, and Patsy Keenum, all members of the
Booneville band calendar executtive committee, flank chairman Louise Dubard and Mayor Charles
Crabb. The calendar they are hollding is one of about 1,000 the band hopes to sell during their annual
calendar sale. The goal of about. $3,000 from sale of the calendars will go toward uniforms, equip-
inent and other expenses of the Biooneville High School Band. Those wishing a calendar may contact
any of the committee members «uring the two weeks the sale will be in progress. (Photo by Hank

Wiesner. !






