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Signs of the times here?

Fund Drive Is Extended

Prentiss County Community
Fund Drive officials have
decided to extend the month-
long drive another two weeks,
after fund totals indicated the
drive is still far short of its
$34,000 goal.

As of early this week, the
drive had collected $20,000,
which is just over half its goal

of $34,000.

“We had planne:d to end the
drive May 31, but we're going
to extend it amother two
weeks,” one fund official said
Tuesday:

“After that, we're going to
collect cards on alll the. people
that haven't beem contacted
and have a second| drive to try

THE AMBULANCE SERVICE will have Open House in their

new facility on Hwy. 30 By-pass-Sunday afternoon, June 3 from

2 pm. to5 p.m

SN IMMING LESSONS will be offered at the Westt Side City
Pool starting June 4th, those interested should come Iby the pool

w call 728-3337.

PAULS CHAPEL CHURCH in the Dry Creek Community will
have its annual homecoming Sunday, June 3rd, beyginning at
10:45 a.m. Preaching will be by the pastor, of the chwrch, Bro.-
W.E. Sharp. Lunch will be served at noon. Singing willl be in the

afternoon.

THE WHEELER HIGH School Cheerleaders are sponsoring a
gong-show, Saturday, June 2 at 7 p.m. at the Wheseler Gym.
Admission will be charged. A variety of entertainmient for the
entire family will be offered. Auditions will be held Friday at 6
p.m. at the gym. Anyone interested may come then 'or call 365-

5347 or 728-7697.

THERE WILL BE a revival at Prospect Baptisst Church
beginning June 4, at 7 p.m. nightly with Rev. Traviis Johnson

ministering.

CAROLINA METHODIST CHURCH will have its annual
homecoming, Sunday, June 3. Morning services will begin with
Sunday School at 10 a.m. and preaching at 11. Lunch will be

served at noon.
DR. JOHN BOS,

assistant director of E.J. Daniels

Evangelistic Assn., will speak at the Northeast Junior College
*at Hines Hall Monday night, June 4 at 7 p.m. He will talk to area
religious and civic Jeaders about a tentative area-wide crusade

in April of next year.

THE VACATION BIBLE School at the Little Brown Free Will
Baptist Church will be June 48 from 6-8 p.m. nightly. The

Pastor is Floyd Barber.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY Unit 123 will be2 called to
order by President Mrs. Mary Beth Tidwell June 5 at 7 p.m. for

the 1980 election of officers.

THE ANNUAL HOMECOMING at Lakeview Bible |Believing
“hurch will be Sunday, June 3. Sunday School will begiin at 10: 00
*a.m. and morning worship at 11 a.m. Lunch will be sserved at
noon. The afternoon service will feature an evrening of
Congregational singing to begin at 1 p.m. All song; leaders,
singers and piano players are invited to come and pairticipate.

Seven Charged In Indictments

Seven men from this area
were among 20 people arrested
Friday on drug and car-theft
related charges after a Lee
County grand jury returned
indictments against them.

The seven men-all from
Prentiss County--were indicted
after the grand jury reviewed
the results of an undercover
-peration called ‘'‘Operation
Phoenix City” conducted by
local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies. That
operation recently led to 21
drug and auto theft arrests in
Aleorn County two weeks ago,
officials said.

The seven indictments were
part of 36 returned by the
grand jury against 24 people.
.‘our other people were still
being sought late Friday.
authorities said.

Those arrested from this
area include the following

people:

Clayton Mayo, 44, Route 1,

Booneville, $25,000 tbond, four
counts of conspiracy (grand
larceny) and false pretense.

Robert Beardeen, 27,
Booneville, $25,000 bond, three
counts of conspiraccy (grand
larceny) and two 'counts of
false pretense.

James W. Wilson,, Jr., 36,
Route 4. Boonevillle, $5.000
bond, conspiracy to commit
false pretense.

Jerry Wayne Diavis, 33.
Booneville. $5,000 biond. con-
spiracy to commit a grand
larceny.

Jerry Wayne DMichael,
Prentiss County. $10,000 bond,
two counts of conspiracy to
commit gand larceny.

Melvin Minor, Thrasher.
$10.000, conspiracy to commit
false pretense.

Rruce Minor. Ihrasher,
85,000, conspiracv to commit
false pretense.

Bearden, Wilson. Davis, and

Bauwwer--ude
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Gasoline and diesel supplies
will continue to be tight, and
prices will continue to rise, but
Booneville oil distributors feel
there will be enough stocks on
hand ‘“to get through this

:- month, at least,” according to

one of the merchants.

Farmers will be guaranteed
snough gasoline and diesel to
run their equipment, the of-
ficials added.

Bill Jumper of Jumper Oil .
Co. said that ‘“‘things will be
pretty tight this month. We've
been allocated 90 per cent of

> the fuel we sold at this time last

to reach those people,” the
official added.

Fund officials will meet at
the People’s Bank this Friday
and next Friday at 4:30 to
report their collections.

The fund was organized 14
years ago to consolidate the
fund raising operations of

t(ontinued on Page 2)

Barron

Announces

LARRY W. BARRON

Larry W. Barron has an-
nounced his candidacy for
supervisor of the 1st District-
Prentiss County.

Larry is the son of Mrs. Gene
Botts and the late Gus Robert
Barron. He is married to the
former Peggy Coley, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Guy Coley of
the Thrasher Community, and
they have two sons, Tim and
Matthew.

Larry is a 1964 graduate of
Booneville High School and

(Continued on Page 2)

Michael were all out on bond
Monday, according to the Lee
County Sheriff's Department.
Mayo was still in jail. No in-
formation was available on
whether the minors were out of
Jail.-

In a news conference Friday
morning at the Tupelo Police
Department, Mississippi
Bureau of Narcotics Director
Dr. Chester Quarles and TPD
Chief Ed Crider described
many of the defendants as
individuals who actively work
at their criminal endeavor.

The narcotics bureau, FBI.
Mississippi Highway Patrol,
Tupelo Police and Lee County
Sheriff's Department con-
ducted the raid of arrests

throughout the day Friday,
Quarles said.
“On May 14, officers in-

volved in Operation Phoenix
began presenting testimony to
a Lee County grand jury.”
Quarles stated in a press

year, and that includes both
regular and unleaded gas.

The Lion Oil Company

May 31, 1979

jobber said, “our prices have
gone up about 10 cents per
gallon during the past several
months, but we're not keeping
any of it. It all goes to Jumper
0il.

*‘We hope things will ease of{
some by next month,” he said,
hut added that “they (the oil
compauies) don’t tell you all
that much.” :

He said that diesel fuel has
heen plentiful ‘“‘up to this
month, but things are getting
nght now. We've been out two
days this week.

““‘We're not on allocation for
diesel--in fact we're getting
more now than we did last
year,” he said.

W.L. Gullett, Jr. jobber for
Union Oil products, echoed
many of Jumper’s

T

P

- Volume 82

assessments of the oil and
gasoline situation.

“We're cut back to 80 per
cent of the allotments for this
lime last year for regular
gasoline and diesel fuel,”” he
said.

“1 don’t predict any service
station shutdowns. 1 think the
situation will ration itself. As
prices rise those that can af-
ford to buy gasoline will

continue to drive and those who.

can't will have to walk.”
He also added that priority
will be given to those using

gasoline and diesel for
agricultural use.
Mike Salts, the Amoco

jobber for this area, said that
“‘allocations have really
crimped us. Wemay have to go
to shorter hours next month

COOLS OFF—Adam Willcoxon cooled folks off here last Friday when he opened his lemonade
stand next to his parents’ business on North College Street. David Moore is shown here receiving
thirst quencher. (Staff photo by Lee Gentry.)

Assault Brings Conviction

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

A former highway
patrolman, now a candidate in
the Prentiss County Sheriff’s
race, was convicted earlier
this year in U.S. District Court

of acting “‘under color of state
law” when he assaulted a
neighbor with whom he had
been feuding.

According to court records,
John McCauley was convicted
in February in the civil suit,
which was brought by Oscar
Kearns. Kearns was granted a

partial summary judgment in
the suit, which had sought
$100,000 in damages.

No money was awarded after
the February 21 conviction. A
jury is expected to be convened
later this year to decide on the
amount of damages to be

(Continued on Page 2)

Two Are Hurt In Bus Crash

A Wednesday, May 23
collision between a Prentiss
County school bus and a car
injured the auto driver and one
pupil on the bus, according to
chief deptuy Carl Sartin.

The deputy said that Terry
Mathis, 15, of Route 1,
Booneville, was injured when
the 1974 Ford he was driving
collided with a school bus
driven by Frank Lowrey, 55, of

Rt. 1. Booneville. The crash

release.

‘“The officers have charged
24 individuals with violations of
various state laws, including
conspiracy, grand larceny,
uttering forged prescriptions,
sale of marijuana, sale of
phentermine, sale of
secobarbital, false pretense
and sale of demerol,”’ Quarles
stated.

‘‘Operation Phoenix
represents a major inroad into
the interdiction of criminal
activities in the northeastern
area of the state,”” he stated.

“During the operation from
November 1977 through the
summer of 1978, 28 stolen
vehicle and various other
stolen items, worth in excess of
$200.000, were purchased or
seized by officers of MBN, FBI
and MHP."

came on the Piney Grove-
Rienzi Road, Wednesday
morning as the students were
being taken home on the final
day of school.

Mathis received a knee in-
jury and a possible chest in-
jury. He was taken to the
Tupelo Hospital, the deputy
added.

The name of the child, who
received slight injuries ac-
cording to the deputy, was not

In late 1977 and early 1978,
agents purporting themselves
to be involved in the criminal
underworld set up a “fencing”
service in which they bought
stolen vehicles, ostensibly for
resale, narcotics agent Charles
Spillers said following the
Alcorn County indictments.

After the $8,000 budget for
the “Phoenix City’" operation
was exhausted last summer,
the FBI provided more money
to extend the undercover work,
Spillers said.

The bulk of the rest of the
operation, coded ‘“'Catfish,™
was geared toward major drug
violators, he said.

Continuing the pretense of
being a ‘‘fence,’”” the
authorities spent the rest of an
approximate $20,000 budget
buying controlled drugs from
dealers, Spillers said

available.

The deputy’s investigation
indicated that the bus, with
about 20 children in it, collided
with the northbound car in a
curve in the road.

The car crossed the center
line and was in the bus lane at
the time of the crash, ac-
cording to the deputy. The car
driver was cited for failing to
yield, the officer added.
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unless they raise the amounts
we've been receiving.

““We had been cut back to 80
per cent of the amounts of
diesel and gasoline we were
getting at the same time last
year. Recently we went to a
new plan, though. Our com-
pany told us to take the total
gallons we sold during the
months from October 1978 to
February 1979, divide it by
fiive, and then we would receive
eiither 80 or 90 per cent of that
figure, depending on what the
ciompany decides.

“They told us that plan last
T'uesday during a meeting at
Onxford, then told us it could be
changed before it was to go into
effect June 1.

As with other area oil
merchants, he said that prices

“Gas Here: “Tight, But Available”

on his products had gone up by
about a dime per gallon during
recent months. He added that
“profits are unchanged. We're
just passing on price increases
from the oil company.”

On the state level,
Agriculture Commissioner Jim
Buck Ross says he thinks there
will be enough diesel fuel to
last at least through the
summer.

State department of fuel and
energy management officials
said that federal law requires
that major suppliers reserve
three per cent of their stocks
for allocation to farmers in
emergency conditions.

Farmers unable to obtain
needed fuel from distributors
may fill out forms from local

{Continued on Page 2)

Fuel Costs Worry
School Officials

By HANK WIESNER

Managing Editor
'The start of summer
vaication will provide a

fimancia' break for the Prentiss

County school system, which-

likie most other school systems
is ffinding it increasingly hard
to Keep school busses running
as the costs of gasoline con-

tinue to rise.
The 65-bus fleet made its last

rum Wednesday. It will remain

+ until early August brings
ther start of another school
year.

‘“We are fortunate this year
in that we were able to pay for
the costs of operating our
busses out of transportation
fumds. Many other schoul
sysitems have had to dip into

their maintenance funds to run
their busses.

“If the price of gas keeps
going up, I don't know if we’ll
be able to keep running our
busses without dipping into our
maintenance funds like the
other systems,'” Supt. of
Education Lex Cain said
recently.

Most superintendents aren’t
sure what transportation costs
are going to be from one year
tu the next, and a look at the
soaring costs of gasoline for
county busses explains why.

Last summer the county
enntracted with Lion Qil Co. to
uppiy cecular gas for county

86 at 50.9 cents per gallon.
Th, no gasoline

taxes.
(Continued on Page 2)

Booneyville Town

Meeting Slated
Tonight At 7 p.m.

The Booneville Town Meeting will be tonight, and you're

invited.

The Town Meeting will be held Thursday night-tonight —at 7
p.m. at Hargett Hall at Northeast Junior College. It is being put
on by the Governor's Institute for Cultural Affairs.

It is a chance for city residents to get together and develop
new ideas for improving the city, according to Booneville Mayo

Chairles Crabb.

The mayor added that those who attend the meeting will
divide into groups to discuss the development topics that in-

terest them most.

Mayor Crabb said he hopes new ideas will come out of the
meeting. “If you lose your vision, you perish. We want to have
enowgh vision to keep pace not only with the area but with

everywhere,” he said.

Coffee and doughnuts will be served at the meeting.

LANA AND JERRY-Lana Coker of Baldwyn chats with wrestling superstar Jerry Lawler during
last Thursday's AlLStar Wrestling helld at Northeast’s Bonner Arnold Coliseum. For a special
pictorial feature on Jerry and his fans tturn to today’s sports section. (Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)






