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f)rowning victim carried from lake

County Agent: No Serious Fire Ant Problem In Prentiss County

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

‘& Fire ants aren’t posing a
sérious problem in Booneville
and Prentiss County--yet,
according to County Agent
W.H. Haden.

But elsewhere in northeast
Mississippi they have become

a nuisange that seem to be
overwhelming whatever
control measures are
available.

“People in this area are
fortunate. Boomeville and
Prentiss County are in the
northernmost edgge of the in-
festation area,”
agent said early ithis week.

“We don’t haves any serious
problems with the fire ants
here, but the further south you
go the worse it gets,” he said.

The county agent said that
up until 1977, no fire ants had
been found north of Highway 30

the county °

- What’s Going On? -728-6214 .

BLYTHES CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST Chuirch, located
nine miles east of Booneville, will begin a three night revival on
Saturday night, May 26, at7:30 p.m. Bro. Ronnie Wenzel, pastor
of the Friendship Charge, United Methodist Church; will preach
on Saturday and Sunday nights. Johnny Duvall, chwurch pastor,

will preach on Monday night.

A TWO-HOUR PER day, two-week intensive typewriting
course will be taught at the Business and Office Department at
the Prentiss County Vo-Tech School. The classes will be non-
credit, individualized each morning from 8:30 to 10:30, June 4
through June 15, Lab fee will be $10. :

BLYTHES CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST Church located
nine miles east of Booneville, will observe Decoration Day
services on Sunday, May 27, Morning singing will begin at 10:30
Lm. Lunch will be served at 11:45. Johnny Duvall, church
pastor, will preach the Decoration sermon at 12:30 p.m.
Afternoon congregational singing will follow. Area singers are

invited to come and participate.

(More Notices, Page 2)

THERE WILL BE Homecoming Day at the New Lebanon
Freewill Baptist Church. Sunday May 27. There will be All-Day
Singing and dinner will be served. All friends and relatives who

. save people buried in the church cemetery are invited to attend.

ANYONE WHO HAS attended Dry Creek Schowl or taught
here, is invited to attend a reunion to be held June 3 at the Dry
" Creek Old School Building beginning at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is

urged to bring a picnic lunch and enjoy a day of fellowship.

in Booneville. “But in the last
few years we’'ve found them
north of that road. And
although we haven’t had much
problem with them here, some
crop up occasionally,” he said.

Further south in Lee and
Chickasaw Counties, the ants
were able to spread and
establish colonies quickly late
last year and early this year
after a statewide control
program ' using the. con-
troversial chemical Mirex was

Booneville, Mississippi

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

A pair of drownings only
days apart brought tragedy to
Prentiss County against a
backdrop of spring last week.

Thursday morning, 42-year
old Ellis Barnett of Baldwyn
died after the boat he was in
capsized on a watershed lake
near the Prentiss-Alcorn
County line.

James Arlis Wilson, 12, died
Sunday afternoon in a city
swimming pool which had
opened only days before. He
was the son of Mrs. Joyce
South Wilson of Booneville.

The deaths were the first
drownings of the year in

discontinued.
About a year ago the federal
Environmental Protection

Agency barred -the use of
Mirex because it breaks down
into a substance that studies
indicate caused cancer in

animals. 3
An alternate chemical,

Ferriamicide, was developed,
It contains small amounts of
Mirex, and to date it _has not'
been: approved for use by -the
EPA. ;

e
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Prentiss County. Ironically,
both came with other people
nearby. .

Barnett drowned after a
small boat containing four
other people including his wife,
brother and sister-in-law
overturned about 100 feet from
shore, according to Prentiss
County Sheriff Ralph Martin.

Young Wilson, a seventh
grader at Anderson Junior
High School, died somewhere
around 4 p.m. in the city pool in
the West Side Park. There
were other children in the pool
and several lifeguards in the
area at the time of the death.

The circumstances
surrounding Wilson’s death are
still unclear, according to

Legislation has been in-
troduced-but not yet passed-
in Congress to allow limited
use of Mirex for another two
years until another means of
control can be developed,
according 'to Jack Coley, with
the division of plant industry of

the Mississippi Cooperative

Extension Service.

He_adde! that without ef-
fective: control measures the

. colonies and the areas affected
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Prentiss County Coroner
Macky Gann. He has given a
verdict of accidental drowning
in the case but is continuing an
investigation into the cir-
cumstances that led to the
death.

The drowning triggered a
Monday meeting between
Mayor Charles Crabb, Police
Chief W.W. Stacy, alderman
Jack Arnold who is the city’s
parks and recreation com-
missioner, and the lifeguards
present at the time of the
drowning.

The mayor refused to discuss
what took place at the meeting
at City Hall.

The situation involving
Barnett’s death was far

will continue to increase.

‘“‘EPA has taken most of the
effective fire ant pesticides off
the market. With the limited
problems we have with fire
ants here, it's best to treat the
problems on an individual
basis.

“I hope any landowners that
have problems with fire ants
will call me. We can treat the
situation on an individual
basis, depending on the

Princess Theater To Be Sold

The Princess fheatre in
Booneville will soon be sold.

Theatre owner Mrs. Marvin
McCuiston said Tuesday
morning that she will soon sell
the threatre to Gerald Win-
dham, whom she said was a
professor at Mississippi State
University on leave to do
government work.

No papers had been signed
transferring ownership of the
threatre as of Tuesday mor-
ning. She declined to name the
selling price.

She has owned the venerable
theatre since 1921, but recently
decided to sell it due to “health
reasons’’ she said.

She said the new owner plans
to remodel the theatre and
install new seats. Over the
years the threatre has been
remodeled at least four times,
she said. :

The renovations have in-
cluded installing a pipe organ
in the theatre many years
ago. That gave way to a player
piano, and that in turn was

Jumpertown Meeting

Set For Friday

A Jumpertown Town
Meeting program will be held
Friday, May25, at7 p.m. at the

town hall.

The meeting will be spon-
sored by the Jumpertown
Jaycees and Jaycettes as well
as the state governor’s office,
which will send a represén-
tative,

The program will involve a
covered dish supper. Purpose
of the meeting will be for local
citizens to gather and identify

the major challenges that face
their communities, and
develop proposals they can put
into effect to meet the

problems.

3

HERRING ON CAMPAIGN TRAIL—Jim Herring, right, candidate for Governor, made a stop
here in Booneville this week to meet with his Prentiss County supporters and to talk with the area
citizens. Pictured here with Jim are, Bobby Taylor and Ruby Ashcraft. (Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)

= City Town

Meet Set

Booneville will hold a town
meeting this month, with
residents working to develop
ideas for improving the city,
Mayor Charles Crabb said
Thursday.

"~ The town meeting, initiated
by the governor’s Institute for
Cultural Affairs, will be 7 p.m.
May 31 at Hargett Hall on the
Northeast Mississippi Junior
College campus.

The mayor said he hopes new
ideas will come out of the
meeting.

“If you lose your vision, you
perish. So we want to have
enough vision to keep pace not
only with the area, but with
everywhere,” Crabb said.

He said about 200 Booneville
residents are expected to
participate. The residents will
divide into groups to discuss
the development topics that
interest them most. Coffee and
" doughnuts will be served.

replaced by a sound system in
1929 after movies with sound-
tracks--‘‘talkies’’--, were
developed to replace silent
captioned films.

It's going to be completely
redone,”” said Barry Pardue,
manager of the theatre.

“It will have a new floor, 200
new seats, new acoustical
drapes, a new screen, and a
decorated lobby and con-
cession stand.

“We also plan to have an
outside ticket booth. In general

we want to bring it up to the
standards of the best theaters
in Tupelo,” he added.

He said the theater will
remain closed during the
renovations, and he added that
plans are to reopen the theater
on July 4.

Also afoot are plans for a
Saturday afternoon matinee as
well as bringing back the
Saturday night late show, he
said.

Handicapped
Spaces Marked

The City of Booneville this
week erected signs in the
Uptown area to mark two
special parking spaces for the
handicapped.

One of the spaces is on South
Main Street near Dr. Walter C.
Simpson’s office, and the other
is on First Street near the
Peoples Bank and the Bank of
Mississippi. Both spaces will
offer nearby access to the
sidewalks for wheelchairs.

Don Carpenter of the Bank of
Mississippi, said a wheelchair
access ramp will be added soon
at the bank’s side entrance.
The Peoples Bank is already
accessible to handicapped

people from the sidewalk.

Larry Vuncannon, Publicity
Chairman, and Smith God-
dard, chairman of the Mayor’s
Committee for the Han-
dicapped, joined Mayor
Charles Crabb in asking the
public to cooperate by not
using these specially marked
spaces.

Mayor Crabb also said other
spaces will be added as the
need for them is determined.

Goddard announced a
special meeting to be held
Thursday (tonight) at 7 p.m. at
the City Hall. A representative
of the Governor’s Committee
for the Handicapped will be
present at this meeting,

Shoplifting Try
Thwarted, Clerk Hurt

A Wal-Mart employee was
slightly injured Saturday night
after breaking up an attempt to
shoplift merchandise from the
store.

Shirley Saylors suffered a
scratched back and sprained
ankle when she was dragged a
short distance in the store
parking lot by a car containing
an alleged shoplifter, store
manager Bob Pemberton said
Tuesday.

Pemberton said that Mrs.
Saylors saw a woman leaving
the store without paying with
several blank cassettes. Mrs.

Saylors followed the woman to
a car . containing another
woman.

The first woman entered the
car, and when Mrs. Saylors
tried to stop her by leaning in
the window to speak the car
began moving.

The store manager said the
two women threw the mer-
chandise out of the car as they
drove away.

No charges have been filed in
the case, pending identification
of the alleged shoplifter.
Pemberton said.

cllearer. Sheriff Martin said
that the two women in the boat:
hiad on life preservers, and that
aifter the boat flipped the other
four people held on to the boat
aind guided it to shore.

Martin said the others told
him Barnett was swimming
behind them, and when they
lmoked back he had vanished.

The sheriff’s office was
notified about 9:30 a.m. that
morning. Diving and dragging
operations - began shortly af-
terward.

Several reels and the purse
off one of the women was found
albout 1 p.m. and Barnett's

location of the fire ant
mounds,” the county agent
said.

“The fire ants were first
found in Mississippi a good
many years ago. It's thought
they were brought in from
albroad through the port of
Migbile, Ala.

“In recent years they've
been moving north. They can
ve carried on equipment or
pllants, or the queens can ieave

Danny Jumﬁer

Danny Jumper of Booneville
tmday authorized the Banner-
Imdependent to publish his
formal announcement as a
candidate for the office of State
Riepresentative, Post 3, subject
to the August Democratic
Primary.

Post 3 includes the First,
Second and Fifth Supervisory
Diistricts in Prentiss County,
amd the Alcorn County voting
precincts of Jacinto, Rienzi,
Biiggersville, Bethel and
Umion. :

Danny is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Jumper of Jum-
pertown. He is a graduate of
Booneville High School and
Northeast Mississippi Junior
College. He received his B.S.
degree from Mississippi State
University in Business, Danny
is a member of the Jum-
pertown Methodist Church. He
is an active member of various
farm organizations. Danny is
25 years old.

$Since  completing  his
edlucation Danny has had
experience in both business
and state government. He was
employed for two years in one
of the Booneville banks, ser-
ving as a commercial loan
officer. For the past year and a
half Danny has served as
Assistant Director of the
Appalachian Regional Com-
mission. Presently he is
working with his father in a
family owned business and
farming operation.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Drownings Claim Two Here

body was later found in nearly
the same place. The sheriff
estimated the water depth
where Barnett's body was
found at about eight feet.

“We had a lot of people who
worked really hard,’’ the
sheriff said. He said taking
part in the search were his
department, the Prentiss and
Alcorn County Civil Defense
units, the Mississippi Highway
Patrol, the Prentiss County
Rescue Squad, and the Miss.
Corps Ambulance Service as
well as several local volun-
teers.

A coroner’s inquest rule the
drowning of Barnett as “ac-
cidental” he said.

their colonies and fly to new
locations.

“It was first ‘thought that
they couldn’t survive this far
north,” he said.

But the pesky ants, which
have been proving durable for
years against man’s opinions
of them as well as his
chemicals against them, will
probably continue their slow,
mexorable northward march.

Roy Alexander

Roy Alexander of Tupelo has
qualified with the Secretary of
State to run for the office of
Public Service Commissioner.

Alexander who is -in the
automoble business in Tupelo,
made the following statement.

My wife, the former Doris
Haynes of Ingomar, and I have
two daughters, Mrs. Jghn
Grant of Pearl, and Teresa, a
student at Tupelo High School.

‘‘We are members of
Southern Height Baptist
Church where I serve as music
director, church treasurer and
on the board of trustees. I am a
member of the Community
Development Foundation in
Tupelo.

“In 1960 I was employed with
Mid-West Dairy Prod., of

Memphis as a sales
representative for north
Mississippi. I 'was later

promoted to area manager.

“In 1968 I left the company to
become self-employed in the
automoble business, I now own
Alexander Auto Sales of
Tupelo.

I am 40 years of age. I fee]
thatTam young, yet old enough
with the knowledge gained
through my business ex-
perience to qualified me for
this most diversified of elective .
offices, :

“An incumbent is, of course,
one up on one who has never
run for this office.

{Continued on Page 2)






