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Car Theft Charges Lodged Against Five Area Men

are not accomplished overnight. But by working with the other

-Alcorn County officials have charged six northeast
Mississippl men-five of whom are Booneville area residents—-in
connection with one of the largest auto theft rings iin the nor-

asern part of the state.

Charged with several counts of grand larceny of a wehicle are
Robert Lee Bearden, 28, P.O. Box 61, Booneville; Bruice Minor,
4, Route 1, Booneville; Everett Clayton Mayo, 44, Route 1,
Booneville. Also charged were Danny George Beardlen, son of
Robert Bearden and Melvin Minor, son of Bruce Minor. Both
sons are charged with grand larceny. Winfred Dean Hill, 37,
Route 2, Fulton, was also charged with grand larceny of a

vehicle.

Bonds of $25,000 were set for all but Everett Mayo and Danny
Bearden. Mayo's bond was set at $10,000 while Bearden’s bond

was set at $15,000.

As of Monday, all the men were being held in the Alcorn

County Jail.

Alcorn County Sheriff Edwin Coleman said today the arrests
culminated a ““lengthy but highly successful” operation by the

four law enforcement agencies.

“After a lengthy investigation, the Sting Operation turned out
very successful,”” said the county sheriff. *“These kind qf things

three agencies involved, we managed to break up one of the
largest auto rings in Northeast Mississippi.”

FBI officials set up the storefront type sntuatmn by
establishing a warehouse in Lakeland, Fla.

Various law enforcement undercover agents worked to in-
filtrate the underworld auto theft operation going into business
buying the merchandise. Through these buys, agents mounted
up evidence against the defendants.

Coleman said a total of 28 stolen cars were bought out of this
area with a total amount of $22,000 exchanging hands.

The money used in the buying operation was furnished by the

State of Mississippi and by the

FBI.

Cars stolen from Prentiss, Alcorn, Lee, Tishomingo and
sevieral other northern counties were sold to undercover agents,

officcers said.

Imdictments issued over the weekend will cover only those
theffts occuring here in Alcorn County. Coleman said there will
be more indictments to come in other counties against the six

defendants.

“'Without everybody's help and cooperation, this operaticn
woulld not have been as successful,” said Sheriff Coleman.
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Senior  students

Prentiss County’s five high
schools are walking across

their school gymnasiums for
the last time as students this
week during their high school
graduation exercises.

With the strains of ‘“Pomp
and Circumstance’ in their
ears, 215 students in the
Prentiss County School System
received their diplomas in
front of parents, friends, and
sometimes their spouses.

Three of the schools--

The following is John
McCauley statement abﬂlt his
candidacy.

- After several. weeks -of
careful consideration, con-
sultation with my fsamnily 4nd
| friends, and many prayers 1
have decided to seek the office
of Sheriff, of Prentiss County,
Mississippi. I have served the
~ State of Mississippi for 23
years as a member of the
Mississippi Highway Patrol,
and I know that I have the
experience to set up a sheriff’s

BEAT THE GAS SHORTAGE—R C. Calton (on buggy) and Roger Joe Holland have found a way
to beat the gas shortage by making a return visit baclk to the horse and buggy days. With the price of

gas nearing $1. per gallon, this may be the best fiorm of travel. (Staff photo by Lee Gentry.)

Brothers Charged In Thefts

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

: 2Two Lee County brothers are
now each free on $10,500 bond
after being charged by
_‘tentiss County authorities in
connection with two thefts of
building materials last week.

Prentiss County Sheriff
Ralph Martin added that a
third man wanted but not
charged in connection with the
thefts was expected to turn
himself in shortly.

Jessie R. Hood, 19, of Tupelo
and Hood’s brother Junior, 31,
of Nettleton were charged with
grand larceny im connection
with the early Wednesday
morning thefts.

Sheriff Martim said the
daylong manhunt Wednesday
that resulted in the two arrests
began about 6:30 a.m. after
building materials were stolen
from a site near Thrasher
earlier.

More building materials
were taken from amnother site in

_ the south eastern ‘section of the

county later that day, and
Jessie Hood was arrested at
the site.

Two other men escaped into
the woods near the building
site, triggering the manhunt.

The sheriff’s department,
along with Highway Patrol
officers and Highway
Department investigators
combed the area and arrested
Junior about noon northwest of
Marietta, the sheriff said.

The sheriff also expressed
appreciation for the help of

(Continued on Page 2)

Baldwyn Robbery Nets $2,000

Using the cover of an an-
nounced power outage, a lone
gunman robbed a convenience
store of $2,000 early Thursday
morning, marking the third
armed robbery in Lee County
in the past week.

Baldwyn Police Chief John
Conlee said Thursday af-
ternoon he had no leads in the
case. “I've got a lot of in-
vestigating to do,” he added.

The Mr. Quick store, on U.S.
Highway 45 just south of the

At site of premous derailment

15 Railroad

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Aailroad train derailment
ear Friday afternoon near
Thrsher left 15 railroad cars
scatered across yards of
domplished iron tracks.
Althugh some of the toppled
cars lay scant yards from a
house mobile home, there were
no injuries.
" The derailment several
“nmandred yards north of the
Thrasher crossing came in
almost the same place a
derailment occurred about a
year ago, according to several
area residents.
The cause of Friday’s
dérailment was unknown,

according to Billy Albritton,

{

assistant master mechanic
with Illinois Central Guif, the
company that owns the
trackage.

Some of the train flatcars
were carrying board lumber,
including lengths of creosote-
soaked crosstie wood designed
to support railroad tracks.
Pole lumber was also being
carried by the train.

“The train was headed out of
Okolona, bound for Jackson,
Tenn.,”’ Albritton said while
surveying the wreckage early
Friday afternoon.

He said that a railroad-car-
mounted derrick crane would
be called from Jackson later
Friday to put some of the cars
back on the tracks, and get

Lee-Prentiss County line, had
closed at1 a.m. for the planned
power outage, announced as a
preliminary step for con-
struction of a TVA substation
in Guntown, Conlee said.
(Continued on Page 2)

SHlP—Dlstric t Conservationists Tony Thompson, ana umnct ‘commissioners
Bobby llodge and J. W, Timbes look on as Supervisors President W.V. Horn signs a proclamation for
soil stewardship week May 20-27. The week is designed to recognize the benefits to society of good
soil use and management. (Photo by Hank Wiesner.)

May 17, 1979

Thrasher, Wheeler and
Booneville~-held  graduation
exercises Sunday afternoon
one hour apart. New Site's
commencement exercises
were held Monday night, and
Jumpertown’s commencement
services were set for Thursday
night.

Marietta and Thrasher eight
grade commencement
programs were to be held
Thursday night at 7:30 while
Anderson and Jumpertown
eight grades are scheduled to
graduate Friday night at 7:30.

Valedictorian Jana Henry
and Salutatorian Tammie

office in this County that can
provide fair and impartial
county wide law enforcemént.

~1f elected your sheriff 1 will
treat &l} citizens of this county
fair and impartial regardless
of race, color qr creed, of in-
come or social standing, laws
are written to protect all of our
society, therefore all of our
society must be subject to the
law, and I find through the
many years of my law en-
forcement experience that if
the law is applied to all citizens_

Cars Derail Friday

some of the badly-damaged
_vehicles off the tracks. He
added that other crews would
be laying track to replace the
yards of twisted iron trackage
the derailment produced.

The wreckage indicated that
the center of the train derailed.
Cars both in front and behind
the smashed and scattered 15-
car section remained on the
track.

He said that he hoped to have
the track cleared and repaired
50 that a scheduled Saturday
night train could come
through, but it was to be
Sunday morning before the
track was ready for use,
however.

The estimated. 200,000 board

feet of lumber being carried by
the train was taken to a
warehouse in Corinth for
_Storage.

Mrs. Stanley Goldman, who
lives with her husband in a

structures are about 20 yards
west of the tracks and overlook
the Thrasher-Rienzi Road.
The derailment slewed one
car off the tracks that came to
rest vards from the trailer.

small, attractive white house -

near the tracks, heard the train
derail.

*I was in the kitchen when I
heard a big noise. That’s about
the best way to describe it. I
rushed to the door to see what
it was, but my husband and son
were there before I was,” she
said Friday afternoon while
working in her garden,

Her son Steve's trailer home
is located about a hundred

yards north of her home. Both

“It’s a good thing this didn™
happen the same place it did
last time or one of the cars
probably would have hit the
carport of the trailer at the
very least,”’ she said.

She said a man in the
caboose of the train saw the
derailment occur and said that
“he crossed his fingers and
hoped it wouldn’t hit
anything.”
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Wimberley led a class of 109
seniors who graduated from
Booneville High School Sunday
afternoon at 4.

Miss Henry is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. E.N. Henry of
Booneville while Miss Wim-
berley 'is the daughter of
James and Lavellé Wimberley
of Booneville.

The seniors were part of a
total enroliment at the school
of 564, A ten acre plot of land,
deeded to Paine High School in
1872 and located at the present
site of the west side school, was
the ground on which the
forerunner of Booneville High

then respect for law and order
is restored.

1 feel that the young people of
our County, being one of the
greatest assets that we have
are generally overlooked, and
the lack of communication

with the young people can be

attributed to a lot of the
problems that we have in this
county. If elected your sheriff I
will appoint at least 100 young
people as honorary deputies,
with the appointments being in
all five districts of the county,
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30 Pages

School was located according
to ischool records.

The school name was
changed to Booneville Normal
School in 1874, according to
records. The school has
produced a graduating class
every year in spite of a school
fire in 1918 and receiving
tornado damage in 1936.

Wheeler’'s 25 seniors
graduated Sunday at 3 p.m. in
the school gymnasium.
Valledictorian of the class was
Vurelene Crump Williams
while the Salutatorian was
Kaithy Ballard. The senior
claiss is part of a total school

John McCauley To Seek Office

as honorary deputies of course
thee young people would not
hawe any authority to make
arr=sts or any other duties of a
regular deputy.

But I do feekthat through this
process the young people of
this County will know that they
have a direct line of com-
munication with the Sheriff’s
office to help in solving their
problems, and that they will
feel under this process that
they can be heard and not

(Continued on Page 2)

$Soil Stewardship Week,
whhich had its origins more
thian 100 years ago, will be
cellebrated in Prentiss County
anid throughout the United
States and its territories on
May 2027, 1979, according to
am announcement by Eugene
Giifford, Chairman of the

.. Prrentiss County Soil and Water
. Comservation Districts’ Board

of Commissioners.

"The theme for the 1979
cellebration is  ‘‘Inter-
dependence,” a concept en-
dorsed by President Carter in
hiss foreword to the descriptive
Soil Stewardship Week booklet.

1 The booklet and accompanying

Swil Stewardship Week
m:aterial is distributed by
Conservation Districts to
clergymen, lay leaders, civic
and educational organizations

—

and individuals interested in =

215 Area Seniors Graduate\

population of 550 students.

Mrs. Williams is the
daughter of Annie Margaret
Crump of Route 2, Baldwyn,
while Miss Ballard is = the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Truman Ballard also of Route
2.

At Thrasher, 2% seniors
graduated during ceremonies
at 2 p.m. Sunday. Leading the
class was Valedictorian Karen
Lowrey Chase and
Salutatorian Laura Huddleston
Cox.

Mrs. Chase is married to
Ronnie Chase and is the
(Continued on Page 2)

JOHN MCCAULEY

Soil Stewardship
Week Set Here

participating in the unique
celebration.

‘““Americans have always
understood the value of
working together to achieve
common goals,”’ President
Carter said. “We have learned
that unity of purpose and
mutual dependence are
essential to our growth as a
society of self-governing
people.

“It is especially fitting,
therefore, that in-
terdependence...of city and
country, of Americans and
their resources, and of man
and nature.is the theme of
Soil Stewardship Week in
1979,” the President observed.
*“Our nation can be thankful for
our progress in repairing the
damage we have done to our

environment. But that is only a
(Continued on Page 2)
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